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TO THE RIGHT HONOV- 
RABLE SYR'CHRISTOPHER HATTON, KNIGHT 


OF THE ORDER, ONE OF HER MAIESTIES 


PRIFIE COFNCELL, AND LORD CH AN- 
cellour of England. 


FR _—_—_] VERIE GOOD LORD, lt hath bene (and 
| f71 yet I thinke is)an vicallowable, topreſent thoſe whom 
/ [| we honour or loue, with ſuch thingy as either for their 

II || value beprofitable,or for their noueltiepleaſing, Wan- 
All ting power to performe the one, I make bold to do the 
1 ASS- SF other : and mo_y to my promule) ſend you this old 
_ 9 =) Hiſtoric newly tran{lated. Whichalbeit your L. hath 
heretofore read in the Italian toong;yet may it be, that(for varieties ſake)you 
will againe vouchſate to peruſe it in our Engliſh : written by him that is all 
yours. SureI am(and by reading hereof, your L. ſhall be affured)that neither 
I hauc fully expreſſed the Authours eonceit, nor the writer well performed 
hisdutie. Notwithſtanding, fith both thoſe wants may be ſupplied by your 
wdgement,] aduenture the Booke into your L.hand,whomI dare truſt with 
any pardonable error. For as I haue taken in hand this labour,more to enter- 
teine my ſelfe, (not otherwile occupied) then thereby to merit your thanks, 
or the commendation of others : ſo doo I recommend the ſame to your L. 
rather to be looked on at leiſure, thenasathing of perfection worthie to be 
ſtudied. Yetdol thinke(and ſo do others ofmore wdgement)that this Hi- 
ſtorie doth equall or excell the moſt part that haue bin written: rot ſomuch 
for the order and argument of the matter, as the iudinall diſcourſes and ob- 
ſeruations of the Authour. Wherein be dilcouered the cauſes of forraineand 
domeſticall diſcords, the commodities and diſcommodities of treaties, and 
the ſecret humours of Princes : with diuerle other things verie conſiderable, 


chiefly of ſuch as be called to conſultation of publike affaires 8& gouernment. | 


And asthe end of all Hiſtories ought be to moouc men vnto vertue , and dil- 
courage them from vice,ſodo I thinke, there is not any that conteineth more 


examples to that purpoſe, then this writer : who leauing aſide all mp 
A. i 
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and the cuſtome of thoſe that ſtudieto flatter whom a Cee HUE muſre- 


rt whom they loue not,doth ſeeme greatly to follow the truth,and ſetreth 
Ph rather the cauſes and effects of cuerie action, then ouer-much extoll or 
diſgrace the perlons of whome the ſtoric entreaterh. But (as of all other 
| things) {o | hereof your L. can beſt iudge. Wherefore moſt humbly 
, Teaccommendirg to your good tauour, this poore Preſent, 
and my faithfull ſeruice,l take leaue. Atthe 


Court, this eight of Aprill, 
15$8$., 


Your L. moſt humble 
and aſſured to commaund, 
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Z] 7 meaning was , at ſuch time as 1 determined towrite the Actions of the 
Florentine people, both within and without the Citie , tobeem my Narra- 
| 1107 from the jearc of the Chriitian Religion, 1 4 4 4..t which time the 
houſe of Medici through the merits of Co\imo and Gi01iannt his father, 
Bl aſpires tomore reputation then any other in Florence, For 1 thought that 
Leonardo of Arezzo and Poggio(twoexcellent Hiitoriogravhers ) had 
particulerly ſet downe all things that till thoſe dayes had hapned. But haums 
of terwards diligently read their writings, toſee with what order and meanes they proceeted(to 
the end that following the ſame , our Hiitorie might be by the Readers better allowed ) 1 found 
that m their deſcription of the warres made by the Florentines, both againſt Princes and other 
forraine States, they had ſed exceeding great diligence : but of the ciuill diſcords and inward 
enimities,C of the effetsby them brought forth, they had viterly omitted one part ,c> ſobrief- 
lie deſeribed the other ; as the Reagers could not thereby gather any profit or pleaſure at all : 
which 1 thinke they did either becauſe they indged thoſe matters ſo meane as were not worthie 
the writing,orelſe, feared to offend the poſteritic of ſome perſons who ſhould thereby haue bene 
euill reported, VV hich tworeſpetts(be it ſpoken withont offence ) ſcemxe tome,utterly unwor- 
thie men of great reputat198.For if there be any thing in Hiitories that delighteth or teacheth, 
it is that , which maketh particuler deſcription, Or nw; any reading be pro Jl for men that go- 
uerne in Common-weales it is that, which ſheweth the occaſions of hate and fattion : to the end 
' that being warnedby harme of others, they may become wiſe, and continue themſelues vnited, 


Alſo if enery example of Common-weales do moue the mind, thoſe we read of our Country doo _, 
moue mot and be moſt profitable. Moreoner if the diuiſions of any Common-weale haue ener 


bene notable,the diniſions of Florence are of all others moſt notable. For the mo#t part of other 
Common-weales (to vs knowne )were content with one onely diuiſion,ond thereby, according to 
the accidents ſometimes encreaſed, and ſometimes ruined their Cities. But Florence not con- 
tent with one had many diniſions. In Rome (25 enery man knoweth ) after the Kings were ex- 
pulſed, amiſiongrew betweene the nobilitie and the multitude : which continued till the ruine 
thereof : the like hapued in Athens , and all other Common-weales which in thoſe dayes 5 flourt- 
shed. But inFlorence, fir## the noble men became diuided among themſelues. Then the nobili- 
tie and the people. py; at la#t the people and the multitude. T eamany times it hapned,that one- 
of theſe being vidtorions, diuided it ſelfe into two. Of which diuiſions, followed ſo many mur- 
thers, ſo many banishments,and ſo many ſubnerſions of Families, as nener chaunced within any 
Citie, that can beremembred. And ſurely it ſeemeth tomee, there is nothing that witneſſeth ſo 
well the greatnes of our Citie,as that which dependeth pon theſe diuiſions being of force ſuf- 
ficient to ſubuert any Citie of what greatnes or power ſoener, Notwithſlanding our ſtate ſlill 
encreaſed. For ſogreat was the vertue of thoſe Citizens by their wiſedome and courage to work 
the aduancement of themſelues and their country, as they that hapned toeſcape ſo manifold miſ* 
chiefes,could by their vertue procure more encreaſe to the Citie, then the ſphere of thoſe ac- 
cidents which wrought the decaie,conld decreaſe it. And withouc all doube, if Florence hadbm 
ſohappie, as it michrapo the delinery thereof from the Empire haue taken ſome forme of g0- 
wernment , which would bane holden the ſtate wnited, 1 know not what Common-weale either 
A 3 auncient 
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auncient or moderne that for vertue of Armes and induſtrie, before it could h.me bene prefer- 
rel, For moſt true it 1s, that after the Ghibilini were banishel in ſogreat numbers that all 
Toſcana and Lombardy was full of them, the Guelfi with the reſt that remayned at the 
warre againſt Arez20 one yeare before the iourney of Compaldino, drew out of therr owne 
Cittieaf Cittizens onely 12.00, men of Armes, an 12.000, footmen, A fter that time, in 
the warre agarnft Filippo Viſconti Duke of Milan, hawing rather to prouc induſirie, then 
thitr owne proper Armes {for at that time they were decayed ) we ſee in fine neares, winch that 
warre continued, the Florentines ſpent three Miltons and fine hun1reth thouſand Floyins, 
And that warre being enied ( as not pleaſed with peace ) to chew move of their greatneſſe, they 
beſiezed the Cittie of Lucca, 1 cannot therefore conceine any cauſe why theſe araiſions should 
not be particulerly written, And if thoſe notable writers before named, were withholden by 
feare,to offend the poſteritie of ſuch as they should haue made m:1tion of, theygreatly deceined 
themſelues, and ſeeme to know little the ambit10n of men, with the aeſire they hane to make the 
names of their Anceſiors and thrmſelues to continue perpetuall, Nether do they remember, 
that many men wanting #ccaſion to win themſelues fame, by ſome laudable deede, by ſome im- 
pious atte, hane laboured to aſpire thereunto. And they conſidered not, that the actions of men 
which hane in them greatneſſe, 45 gonernments and authorities, howſoener they be handled, or 
what end ſoencr they haue, do ſeeme alwayes to giue men more honor then blame. VV hich 1ha- 
nmg thought w/pon, did determine to change my meaning, and reſolned to begin my Hiſtorie at 
the beginning of our Cittie. Ard ſith my intent ts not towvſurp the place of others, 1 will parti- 
culerly ſet downe what chanced onely within the Cittie till the yeare 133 4. and of ſuch things 


as hapned without, 1 will not ſay more then that, which for the underſtanding of the other 
Shall 98 neceſſarie. The yeare 1 4.3 4. being paſſed, 1 will particulerly write pl one an! the 


other. Moreouer, to the end this Hiſtoric may be the better onderſiood, befare 1 intreate of 
Florence, 1 5hall d:ſconr ſe by what meancs Italy became ſubiect to ſuch Potent ates as in thoſe 
there gouerned. T he firſt Booke shall briefly recite all accidents hapne4in Italy from the 


declination of the R omayne Empire, till thezeare' 4 3 4. T he ſecond will chew what things 


oo b, ned from the beginning of Florence, till the warre which the Floremines made againſt 
s the Pope, after xpds 


'on of the Duke of Athene. The third doth end with the death 


of King Ladiſlao of Naples, Amo 1 <3 4. 1n the fourth Booke we wil intreate 
what other things chanced till the yeare aboneſaid. And from thencefoorth 
diſcourſe particulerly of ſuch accidents as befell within 


Florence, till this our time. 


(*.*) 
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&s] OT by my ſuite, though by my conſent, this Hiſtorie is now be- 
-| come publike. The tranſlation thereof was diuerie yeares paſt 
| delired by an honorable pr not now liuing ; yettor loyal- 
tieto his Prince, loue to his Countrey, and vertuous deſeruing of 
allmen, worthie a longer lite: had not God in his divine proui- 
dence otherwiſe ordeyned. Loth I was to medle with matter of 
— ſo much waight, in regard of mine owne inſufhiciencie, being nei- 
ther learned, nor making profeſsion of learning : and lother it ſhouid be pub- 
liſhed, for that the Author (in ſome other his works) hath not (as is thought) 
written with due reſpect to pietie.' Howlſoeuer that be, in this Booke (being 
a meeterelation of the Floyentines fortune, when they were gouerned Ariftocra- 
ticallie) appeareth not any thing vnfit to be knowne, or that may receine cuill 
conſtruction. 

The firſt part, ſhewerhthe occalions ofruyne inthe Romaine Empire zand how The ſubicR 
the Prouinces of /taly became diuided into duerſe governments: with their often of tis Hitto- 
vatiations. Secondly, by what meanesthe Pope, theYeretiars, the King of Naples, wo 

A 
SY 


and the Duke of Mlan, poſſeſſed the greateſt parts of /taly. Laſtly, howthat the” 
Florentines, abandoning obedience to the Emperour, lined (almoſt continually) ir” 
tation and ciuill partalitie, vntill the houſe of Aedici, by the great vertue of 
Gtonannt, Coſimo, Piero, and Lorenzo, atteyned to a lingulerreputation inthat Stare ; 
where now (and ſome yeares paſt) they gouerne as Princes, with great honor, 
iuſtice, and integritie: which happineſſe they could nor tinde in their Ariſtocra- 
tical pollicic, Yetdinerſenotable Polititians and wiſelaw-makers, hanenot onely 
allowed, but alſo highlie commended it aboue others : Affirming, that as medio- Mediocritie 
critie is in all things moſt praileable, and extremities reproneable, fo the Ariſto- 1 op or 
«a7 it . JP riſtocracie, 
cracie (being the meane betweene the multitude and one Prince) is (peciallie to 
be preferred. Alſo for thatthe authoritie tocommaund,is due tothe moſt worthie, 
ink worthine(le conliſteth citherin honor, inverme, inriches, or inthem altogi- 
ther, the ſtate Ariſtocratical! muſt needs be moſt allowed, bicauſe the noble, 
the riche, and vermous men are in all places the feweſt number, and they onely 
in that kinde of gonernment haue authoritie. They alleage alſo how the rich 
men onely, as they-that have moſt intereſt inthe State, do beſtowe moſt in publike 
ſeruices, and therefore rothem the Gouernment ought be allotted : ſo was it in 
Rome afterthe Kings were depoſed, likewiſe in Athens, in Carthage, and at this day 
in Yenice, Genonua, and Lucca. 
For anſwere of theſereaſons in favour of Ariſtocracie, wherein mediocriticſce- Governmene 


meth to be ſpeciallie ſought for, who ſo ſhall duely examine thereof, may finde, ——_— 
| that 
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» #'> ciuill vnto the lawe of nature : 
# © © honor to oneman morethen toanother, ſo the Gouernment Populer, tendeth to 
have all men'cquall, without pulvtiptgner prerogative whatſocuer. For by ſuch 


TorheReader. 


that to diuide things/in the midſt, and thereby to marke out the vere (which 
conliſteth in reaſon); were impolsible, as all Philoſophers haue determined, 
Trucit is, thatthe meane berweeneall,and one is perfit, yetno wheretobe found : 
{ith in ſome Cities there arenot onethouſand Citizens, and in ſome other morethen 
an hundreth thouſand: which maketh the Ariſtocracie alwayes incenaine bythe - 
incertaintic of the numbers. And where the Gouernors be many , there are alſo 
factions many , the reſolutions flowe, and the ſecrets of State often diſcouered. 
For by experience is ſcene, how thoſe Ariſtocracies which haue in them feweſt 
Gonernors , are moſt durable: As that of the Lacedemonians, gouerned by thirtic 
perſons, and that of the Pharſalzans by twentie. It is not theretore the meane be- 
tieenc one and all, which canſeth mediocrine. 

Now for beſtowing Soucraigntie vpon the moſt worthie, trueir is, ſoit ought 
be, yet thatargument maketh moretorthe Monarchie. For among the noble, rich, 
and wiſe,ſome one doth eucrexcellthereſt,and to him (by that —_—_ the authori- 
tic ought be giuen,ſceing it is not poſsibleto hind all thoſe —_ equally inall men. 
If it be alleaged,tharamong thegreateſt numberaretound moſt verruous and good 
men, that reaſon ſerueth nor, xy 4% in that ſtate or the Democracie: ſeeing —_— 
both (as in all Corporations) the moſt voices are preferred before the wile and 
better. Toconclude, I ſay that inall States, whereinare moſt Gouernors, thereare 
feweſtreſolutions, and moſtdiſpurations. The /enetians therefore (to meete with 
thoſe inconuenients) do commit the mannaging of their ordinarie affaires tothe 
Senate, which con(iſteth of ſeuen perſons onely,as knowing that the fewer bemade 
priuie,the more ſecretly they ſhall be handled: and no Ariſtocracichaue had ſo long 
continuance. Thus much touching Ariſtocraticall gonernment, of which kinde, 
was that whereof this Hiſtorie largely diſcourſeth. 

The State Populer, dolikewiſe boaſt of the excellenciethereof, as that which 
obſeructh equalitic withour —_— of perſons, and reduceth the conſtitutions 

or as nature harh not giuen riches, offices, or 


meane (they ſay) that auarice inthoſe that be riche, and inſolencic in them that be 
rear, ſhall be taken away, which are the moſt perilous inconuenients that can 
— roany Common-yeale; and conſequently all thefts, oppreſsions, partiali- 
ries, and factions, areremoued : adding, that humaine ſocietie cannot benouriſhed 
without amitic, and the nouriſher of amitie is equalitie, and no equalitie can be 
found bur onely in States Populer : it followeththerefore, that is the beſt and moſt 
commendable gouernment, bicauſe each man enioyerh liberrie, naturall and equall 
aſtice, without feare of tyrannicor oppreſsion. Theſe, and ſome other reaſons are 

framed in commendation of Gouernment Populer. 
Whereunto I fay, that this order of commanding, which chiefly reſpeQeth e- 
qualitie, isnot, nor hath bene in any Common-weale, bicauſeno ſuch equalitie of 
o0ds and honors could be obſerued. And he who taketh vpon him to beſtow 
them equally, ſhall contrarie tonature. For as ſhe hath made ſome men 
more wiſe and aduiled then others, ſo hath ſhe framed them ro commaund, and 
others to obey. Some haue wiſedomeand aptneſſe rodireQt, others haue ſtrength of 
bodie, and fitneſſe to execute what is commaunded. And touching libertienatu- 
rall (whereof Populer States doglory much) were that ſuch as is ſuppoſed, how 
could there be either Magiſtrate, lawe, or forme of gouernnent : for where Ma- 
giſtracic is, there canbe no generall equalitie. Belides that, all wiſe and learned 

writers 
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writers hane miſliked that kinde of gonernmenr. Platocallerhita market, wherealf 
things areto beſguld. A4ri/forieallowerh nor chereot; nor of the Ariſtocracie. Senecs 
faith, it is impol$1ble forany manto plealethe people, that taketh plealure in vertue, 
And how cana multitude (as a monſter of many heads) void of reaſon) and iudge- 
ment, determine any thing good or profitable? Alſo to aske counſel! of the ; 
people, as was anciemtly vſcd in States Populer, is (as it were) that wile men (honld 
teeke to be informed by mad folks. Which moued Anacarſisro ſay (ſeeing the Ma- 
oiſtrares to propound matters, and the pos toreſolue) that in Athens wilemen 
mouedqueſtions, and fooles determined what ſhould be done. It any mar pro- 
ducethe Populer Gouernment of the S»:ſ/es, continued more then threehundrerh 
yeares: Thereunto may be anſwered, thatthe nature of that peopleis apt robe o 
gouerned, Belidesthat, themoſt murenous ſortot them are commonly trom home 
19 ſeruice of the warre vnder forraine Princes, and thereſt more tractable, donor 
care much how the State is handled. And atnong themſelues there is nodifhdence, 
by reaſon the Nobilitie of thoſe Countreys were(laine, firſt at thebartel! of Sampac, 
and after at Baſil, the reſt willinglie baniſhed themſelues. 
By this which hath bene briefly faid, appeareth how both the optimacie and Po- Monarchie, 
puler gouernments are ſubject ro mutation, diſorder and vrter ruine, and eonfe- 150199 nah 
quently hoy fortunate thoſe people are, whom Godharh deſtined to line inthe o- ucrumens. 
bedience ofaſucceſgiue royall Monarchie : where the Prince ſubmitteth himſelfe 
noleſletathe lawes of nature, then hedelireththe ſubiects ſhould be obediet vnto 
him, leauing to enery onelibertie of life, and propertie in that he poſſeſſeth. Succtſ- - 
lion argueth Godsprouidence, and gouernmentnaturall, planteth-a certaine reci- 
prokeloue betyweenethe Princeand the people.”One other reaſon ofnatureappea- 
reth, inthat the Monarkeis alone inſoucraigntie: for as God onely ruleththe whole 
world,and as the ſunnealone giueth lightro all crearures, ſorhe people of one land 
do moſt naturally yeeld oBeliencs to one head and commander. Yea, all nations 
were firſt ſogotierned, as the 4ſs:rians, Perſians, Egiptians, lewes, Grecians, Scithians, 
T wrks, T artats, Englishmen, Frenchmen, $panyar!s, Polonians, Danes, cc, and. in the 
Indias were tound no other gouernment. Neither do the ſacred Hiſtories: make 
mention of other hnieridhinKing: onely. Androcontirme what hath benefaid of _ 
royall gonernment, readethe opinions of Plato, Homer, Herodotus, Xenophon, $.Ci- be 
prian, $.1& ome, With other as welldiuine, as philoophicall writers. Finally, itſee- I 
meth, that Soueraigntie in one onely perſon 1s more honorable and magnificent, | 
thea iithe ſame were dinided among afewe Lords{as is vſed inthe Ariſtocracie) or 
among the whole multitnde, as in Populer Gonernments.. And experience hath >: oh 
akon fordirection and commandmentin the warre,phuralitie of Gonernors «. -.. 
ane almoſt everrecemedpremdiceand diſhonor. Which moned the Romans (at o 
ſach occations)to makea DidFator. Thelikewas doneby the Zaredemonize3and is (at 
this time) vſed ofthe Yenetians, whomethey call gran Proweditore. By theſe reaſons 
and examples (omitung many other) appear Fin the Monarchieroyall,isa 20- 
nernment moſt reaſonable, moſt naturall, moſt honorable, and moſtneceſlary. And 
-fchisthe happineſle of our fortune, that by dive prouidence, thereliuethnotin 
any land amore perfit paterne of anexcelle Prince, then is our preſent Soneraigne, _ 
whofeareth God righilie, andgonerneth herſnbieRs infllie prudent in counſel, 
and valoronsm execution. In'proſperitie modeſt, in aduerlitieconftant ;” .. 
fairh{ii!ſto friends, and feared of enemies, affable to the*good; . © * © 
*: andeffroyabletotheeuill:ynder whoſe facred protection, ” 
our peace,our plentie, and our ſecuritie, hath *-, +11... 
Zo many. yeares proſpered, T. B. 
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| Riners ot Reyneand Danwbio , being borneina 
cold Region, yet wholeſome & apt to generati- 
on, do many times encreaſe , and become (o po- 
| I pulous,that part of them are c6ſtrained to aban- 
VSB RI] don their native countries, and ſecke ney places 
> Y =© I whereto remaine, The order whichtho - The order 
-I+ V ple hold indiſperſing the inhabitants, is , to di- "= war 
| *IF 'uide themiclucs intothree parts, yer ſo,as in ene- 
| 4 : | ric one, may be ſome of thenobilitie, and ſome 
A.of the people , ſome of the rich and ſome of the 
( "SE poore equallie diuided : which done, the one 
| part (whoſe lot falleth ſo out)leaueth that coun- 
| ' try and ſeeketh fortune elſewheretoabide; The The Nor- 
other two parts of the people there remaining , doo poſſeſſe and enioy the landes of ®1en propie 
themthart aredepaned. Theſe _ werethoſe which deſtroyed the RomaneEm- gimane km 
pire; whereuntotheEmperours themſelues gate ſome occaſion by forſaking Rome, Pit 
theantient Emperiall ſeate, and ſerling themſelues at Con#Zantimople:For thereby the 
Weſt part of the Empire became weake, leſſe regarded , & more caltero beharmed 
both oftheir owne minifters,and others their enemies. Surely thedeſtruQtion of ſo 
great an Empire builded vponthe blood of ſo many vertuous men, could not be loſt 
withoutthe ſloath of Princes, infidelitic of miniſters, great forces, and much obſti- 
nacieinthem, who aſſaulted theſame : fornot onely , one ſort of people , but many 
multitudes inthat action conſpired. The firſt enemies, which cametothe deſtruQt- 
on ofthe Roman Empire after the C;-bri(vanquiſhedby Mariusthe Romane) were 
the YViſigotti,vhich name in our language , may bee called Gott: of the Weſt. Theſe 
people, after ſome conflicts inthe Empire, andthrough the ſufferance oftheEm- 
perours , long time continued their dwellings vponthe Riuer of Danubjo. And al- 
though arſundrie occaſions, and ſundrie times , they affaultedthe prouinces belon- 
ging tothe Empire, yet werethey by the power of the Emperours tromtimeto time m—_ 
impeached : and at laſt by Theodotiogloriouſly vanquiſhed.  Sothat thereby being 
brought vnder his obedience, they could not againe make any mo o_s them, bur 
contented with the Emperours paie, vnder his gouernment and enligne, they liued | 
and ſerued, But Theodotio being dead , and leauing Arcadio and Honorio his fonnes, oy 
heires ofthe Empire, (but not of his vertue and fortune) thetime, withthe Prince 
clearlyaltered and channged, Theodotio authorized vnto three parts of the Empire, The Emyire 
three gouernours. IntheEaſt, Ruffino, inthe Welt Srillicone, and in Aﬀrica Cilde- diuided into 


-three goucrit» 


io, Enerie one of theſe, determined after the _—_— their Prince, norto gouerne mens, 
as 


ſ 


= Yn off x Ml” a ) _ % 
p# 4 RE 6 >, OS Kee 6 We bofe <£. 
Y in  Rny . hy £53 1 I NEE ST AE 


— 


Ly I. Fl. 4 


Ww "_ 
A 


Lo + as L Lew .DAKC._4 


a_ 
_— 


We WD Pw —— —_y_—— ps no 2 


_ — 
- 


2 THaWnIiSTORIE 

as miniſters, butto poſleſſethe countries as Princes. Of theſethree,Gildonio and Ruf- 
fino, wereattheir beginnings oppreſled : bur S14/licone better diflembling his intent, 
ſoughtto winne himſelfe credit withthenew Emperours, & neuertheletlediſturbe 
thequietneſle of their ſtate. Thentothe end he might the rather arteine the poſleſsj- 
on f, and procurethe/ ;/jgottito become enemies tothe Empire, he counſel- 
led theEmperour no moreto paiethem. Belides thar, S:1//-cone imagining theſe ene- 
mies werenot of force ſutficieat rodiſturbe theEmpire, tound meanes thatthe Bur- 
gandi, Fraunchi, Y andali, and 4lani(all people of the North, and appointedtoſeeke 
themſelues anew habitation) aſſailed the K omayecountries. The / i/igottithen be- 
ing diſcharged from their paie,determined (as of an iniury}to be reuenged: & crea- 
Rome ſacked ting Alaricotheir King, aflaulted theEmpire, deſtroycd :aly,and ſacked Kome. After 
dry Vit= which vitory, Alaricodicd, and to him tucceeded 4taulfo*who tooketo wiſe Pla- 
G cidia {iſter ro the Emperours,and through that alliance,agrecd withthem rofuccour 
France and Spaine : which countries wereby the Y andalt, Burgund:, Alani,and Fraun- 
<1, (thereto moued by the occalions aforelayd) aſſailed. Whereot enſued, that the 
V andali(who had alreadie conquered that part of Spaine which is called Betica) were 
ſore moleſted by the Y sigott:: and not hauing other helpe, were forced to acceptthe 
Bonifacio go- Offer of Bonifacio , at that time gouerning Aﬀena forthe Emperour : whorequired 
wermer * trhemtotake in hand - 041 p09 thereof, being by his meanein Rebellion: and he 
fearing leaſt his fault ſhould beto the EmperourdeateCted. For thele reaſons afore- 
ſaid,the Y andali moſt willingly tooke the enterpriſe in hand , & vnder Gerſericotheir 
King, poſſeſſed 4foia. By this timeT heodotio lonneto Archadio was become Empe- 
rour, who litle regarding theaffaires of theEmpire inthe Weſt, gaue great hopeto 
theſe forrein people to emoy thoſethings they had conquered. So that , the Y anda- 
li poſſeſſed 4frica , the Alaniand Y iſrgottigouerned Spaine : the Fraunchi and Buy- 
gandidid not onely conquere Gallia,but alſo vnto the parts thereof, by them conque- 

How Gala red,gauetheir owne names,calling the one Francia,the other ra en The happi 
decamena- ſiccelle of thoſe, encouraged new —_— the deſtruQtis ofthe Empire. For atthat 
timethe people called / 77: allail poſſeſſed Pannonia , a prouince adioyning to 
How Hungs- the Riuer Danwbio , which atthis day hauing takenthenameof theſe 77372, is called 
——_— '® Yngheria. Vpon conſideration of theſediforders , the Emperour ſeeing himſelfe on 
TIF euerie {ide afſailed, ro the end he might hauethe tewer foes, begannetorake truce, 
ſometimes withthe Yandali,and ſometimes withthe Franchi : which did greatly en- 
creaſe the reputati6 and power of the barbarous people, diſgracing and diminithing 
Voticeris thecredit oftheEmpire. Neither was inthoſedayes, the Iand of Bretagya (at this 
king of the day callet England) aſſured from ſuch inuafion : for the Bertoni fearing theſe people 
which had poſſeſſed France,and not hnding how the Emperour could defend them, 
called to aide them the A4»ei,a people of Germanyſonamed. Theſe Angli vnder Y o- 
tigeriotheir King, tookethe emerpriſein hand, ouerthrew the enemy,and intheend 
Howthe draune them outofthe [land,therfiſelues there remaining & inhabiting. By thename 
__ ot F"g- of which Ang!i,that country was, and yer is called 4»g/za. Theinhabitants where- 
venwihas Of, beingthus ſpoiled and driven from their country, became unry, yeworkpor 
Hit - 


land. themſchjes,that although they could notdefend their own country, yer was 
The antiens ible forthemto conquere an other. Whereupon,they withtheir families paſſed the 
Engl prop ſeas,and plantedthem on the other ſidenearethe ſhoare, and called that country by 
now i their name, Bretagna. Thepeople called Yxni,who, (as is aforeſaid)had con- 
-— © quered Fanonia,afſembling themſelues with other people, called Zepedi, Eruli, T u- 
ringhi,and 0ftrogotti, (which word ſignifieth inthat language, Gotts ofthe Eaſt) pre- 
ues toſcekenew countries : bur not being of force ſufficient to enter 
ing defended by other barbarous forces)they came vm 7taly,conduted 
| by 


OF FLORENCE. Lib. 1. Z 
by 4ttilatheir king, who notlong before, to gouernealone in his kingdom, had . 
ſlaine Bleds his brother. Thus Mttiabecame mightie, Andaricoking of Zebedr,and Arila his 


ued in /taly, belieged AH quilegia , where without reliſtance, hee continued two 

cares, and during the ſiege, ſpoyled the country thereabours, and diſperſed the in- 

abitants ofthe ſame:which(as hereafter ſhalbedeclared) was the beginning of the 
citie of Yinegia.After the taking & ruine of a and many other Cie Ne mar- 
ched towards Rome: fromthe (poyle whereot,attherequeſt of he Biſhop, herefrai- 
ned. The reuerence & reſpect which .4tr:la did beartowards this Biſhop, was ſuch, 
as perſwaded him to leaue raty., and retire himſelfe to Au#ria, wherehedied, Af- 
ter his death , Yelamer king of the 0itrogotti , and other the leaders of forraine nati- 
ons, tooke Armes againſt Texrico and Euriehis ſonnes, the one of them they ſlew, 
and conſtrained the other , with the Y x7 to returne ouer Danubto, into their owne 
countrey, The 0#rogott: and the Tepea;,wereetled in Pannona, the Eruliand T u- 
ringi vponthe ſhoareonthe other ide of Danubio, King Attilathus departed from 
Italy , F alentiniano the Emperour inthe Weſt, imagining to repairethe conntrey, 
and hoping with more commoditieto defend the ſame fromthe barbarous people, 
abandoned Rome , and (cried himſelfe in Ravenna, Theſe aduerſities happened to 
the Empyre in the Weſt, occalioned the Emperours, who then dwelt at Con- 
flantinople, many timesto graunt the poſſeſsion thereof to others, as cry on 


of perils and expence, And the Romanes otherwhiles , ſeeing themſclues aban- The cauſe of 


the eleQion 
of an Empe« 
rour in the 


conſtrained Endoſſa lately wife to the Emperour, to take him to her husband, VVctt. 


doned, without leaue created an other Emperour or ſome deputie, to performe 
that office, ( as did Maſs:mothe Romane) after the death of Yalentiniano , who 


This v/oman becing borne of Emperiall blood, deſirous toreuenge fo great an 
iniurie, and disdaining to bee married with a priuate Citizen, ſecretly perſyva- 
ded GenſericoKing of the /.andali and Lord of Africa, to come into 7taly, ſhe- 
wing him the facilitie and profit of that enterpriſe. Hee enticed with hope of fo 
reat a ſpoyle came ſpeedily thither, and finding Rome abandoned, ſacked the 
owne, and there remained foureteene dayes.\ Hee alſo rooke and ſpoyled di- 
uerſe other Townes in 7taly : and fraughting himſelfeand his Army with ſpoyle, 
returned into i_Affrice. The Romanes came home to Rome, and finding Maſsi- 
mo dead, eleted _A1nito a Romane, for Emperour. Afr the death of dinerſe 
other Emperours, the Empire of Con#antinople, came to the hands of Zenone : 
and that of Rome, to Oreite and his ſonne _Anguitolo, who through ſubriltic 
had vſurped that Empyre . While theſe men thus poſſeſſed and determined to 
holde the Empyre by force, the Eruli and Turingi , who (as is aforeſayd) af- 
ter the death of Attila remained' vppon the ſhoare onthe other ſide of Dannbis,) 
conſpired rogither vnder the one their Captaine Ocoacre, cameinto /taty, 


comming int» 


Velamer king of the 0rogotti,were made as it were, his ſubieCts._Atila being arri- © tral. 


La 


and poſſeſſed ſuch places, as were bythem left voyd. T hen the Zongobard (peo- The ccrming 


of the Loneo- 


plealſoroward the North) entered /taly :leddethither by Godoliotheir King, who; in tw- 
were, (as heereafter ſhall be declared) work 9s plagueofthartcountrey. 0doa- ly. 


_ crearrined in7taly, conquered theſame, and neare vnto Pauta ſlew OreZe,forcing 
A rguiolotoflieaway. After which victorie (tothe ende that Rome varying in 
gouernment, the gouernour might receiue a new title) 0doacrc leaning thename 
of theEmpire, canſed himſelfe to be called King of Rome, and was the firſt Cap- 
raine of all the forraine people that innaded 7talyto inhabit there. Becauſe all " 
others, cither for fearenot to enioy that they had gorten, or elſe doubting to be 
driven ont by the Emperour in the Eaſt , either elſe for ſome other hidden oc- 
calion, onely ſpoyled the country : and thatdone, ſought to plant their habitation 

He elſewhere. 


ent | mpvyre 


' becamedin The YViſicotti, Snew , and Alan, poſleſied Guaſcognia and Spaine. The FY andoli 
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elſewhere. Thus we ſee, that inthoſedayes the ancient Romane Empire was redu- 
ced tothe gouernment oftheſe Princes. Zenone remaining in Conſtantinople, com - 
maunded all the Empire inthe Eaſt. The 0#rogott: gouerned © Meſia and: Pannonia, 


Ho » the anci- 


bided. ruled Africa. The Franchi and Burgund: lied in France, The Erul: and T wringi re- 
mained|in /taly, Thekingdome ot \@#r9gort; came to the handes 0! Theodorice , 

Nepheyve of Yelamer , beeing in league with Zenone Emperonr inthe raft, wrote 

vnto lim , that it ſeemed a thing vniniſt ro his people the 0G4trozetts , that 

they becing in vertue ſuperiours toall others , {Fould be inferiours in Empyre: 

And therfore he conld not by any meanes ho!d them within the confines of Panno- 

nia, It ſeemed therefore mecelfari to ſuffer themto take armes , and ſeeke new 
Counties : | But firſt hee thonght good to let him vnderſtandthereot , ro the 

intent hee might graunt them ſome country, where with his good faitovr and their 
reatercommodicie, they might inhabite . The Emperour Zenoxe, pertly for teare, 

and partly forthedetire hee had ro haue 04carre driven out of 7taly , graumed that 

T icomight comeagainſt 9deacys, and takethepolleſston thereoi. Then Thes- 

dorico depaned from Pannona, leating therethe Zepert his friends: ard being arri- 

ued in taly, flew Odoarre, and his ſonne ; by whoſe example, heerooke vnto him 
thetitle'ot King of /ta/7,making Raxenna his royall ſeate, moved by the fame reaſss, 

Theodories {har induceds 'alentinianothere to dwell, T heodoricowas a man both for warre and 
Minget Oftro- Peacemoſte excellent: for inthe one, hee was alwaies victorious, and inthe other 
gor.s moſt penerally profited thecities and people to him ſubiect ..Hee dhuided the 0/rogotti 
tne  withtheir Captaines into ſundry townes, to the end that in the warre hee might 
command them , and inthe peace correQt them: hee erjarged the Cirte of Rarenna 

and reſtored Rome 1nall thinges ( the diſcipline of warre except) giving tothe Ro- 

manes Queric other honour: & with his only authoritie kept inawe all the barba- 

rous Kings viurpers of the Empyre, Heebuilt rownes and fortreſſes betweene 
the Alpes, andthe point of the ſea MH &riatico, therather toempeach the paſſage of 

other barbarous people that ſhould aſſaile /traly.. Arid had not his great vertue bene 
inthe end of his lifeblotred with ſomecruclties, committed vppon fuſpition of his : 
kingdome (asthedeath of Simmacoand Beetio , men of moſt godly life) hehad bene 
in all reſpeQs worthy of honour and memorie. Forthe vernieand bounticofhim , , 

did notjonly repaire Komeand /taly of the aflition commirred by the barbarous na- 

tions: but alſo reducedthem into an order and gouernment meſte fortunate, And 

ſureiy, if any times wereeuer in /taly, andthe other Prouinces there-abouts by rea- 

ſon of barbarous oppreſsion miſerable, they were thoſe which happened from 

therime of 7 cadoand Ovorio, till his dayes, Forwho ſo ſhall conlider the great 

mi'chiefs which happen toc6mon weales by the variati6 ofgovernment,or change 
of the Prince, without any diſſention and dwilion , ſhall tindetheſame alone of 
forceinoughto ruineany Rate or kingdome, how mighticſoeuer. It may therefore 

be imagined how grea: miferies the Romane Prouinces endured : for they didnot 

only alter their gouuecament, butalſotheir lawes,their cuſtomes,their maner of liſe, 

their rehgion,their tounge,theirapparrel!,and theirnames, All whichthings(nay a- 

ny one of them conſidered vnſeene) viould mouethe hardeſt heart to c6paſsion. Ar 

that time many cities were ouerthrowen, many begun, & many enlarged. Among 

thoſe that were ruined, were - A quilegia, Luni ,Chinſi, Popolenia, Fieſole,and others, 

Ofrhoſg which were buylt new, were / inegta, Sena, Ferrara, Aquila, and" other 
rownegand caſtels , which for breuitie I omit. Thoſewhich of ſmall Cities be- 

came great, were Fiorenza , Genona, Piſa, Milan, Napoli, and Bologna, to the which 

may belioyned the ruine and repaire of Reme, with diucrſc others Citties in _— 

: Ort 
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fort defaced and after amended. Among theſe ruines, andtheſe new people, 
there grewe vp new languages, fincethattime vſed in France, Spaine, and 1taly, 
which mixed with the ancient tongues of thoſe Countries , and the Romane 


ſpeech, hauc framed langnages nener before timeknowen. The names alfo of 


ole Prouinces, riuers , lakes , ſeas, and men, were vtterly changed. For Fraxce, 
Italy and Spayne , be full of new names, from the olde farre differing : asappeareth 
( omitting many others) . Theriers of Po, Garda and the Archipelago , which are 
names diuers from thoſe of auncienttime vied . Men likewiſe commonly in thoſe 
dayes called Ceſari , Pompei,and ſuch like: arenew baptized, Peter, Mathew , and {o 
forth. But among ſo many variations , the chaunge of Religion was notthe leaſt, 
forthoſe of the ancient faith , contending with the miracles of the new , wrought 
among men occaſion of greatdilcord : but hadthechriſtian Religion bene vnited, 
the diſorders had not bene ſo great. For theGreekechurch , the Romane church, 
and the church of Rauenra, contended one againſtthe other. Belides them , many 
other differents aroſe among thechriſtian people, & into many opinions diuided the 
world. An example whereof was Africa, which ſuffered more afflition by rea- 
ſon of the opinion of Ariws (which the / andol: belecued) then by any other cauſe 
either oftheir conerouſnes or narurall crueltie. During the multitudes of theſemi- 
ſeries, cueriemanbeare (as it were) in his face,the markes of his diſcontented mind. 
For beſides the manifold miſchietes by them endured, the greater number wanted 
the knowledge of God, by whomeall creatures hopeto be comforted. For the moſt 
of thoſe people being ignorant of thetrue God, wanting helpe and hope, moſt mi- 
ſerably wor Thus it appeareth, that Theodorico deſerued no ſmall commendation, 


being the firſt that appealed ſo many troubles. For withintheſe 28. yeares which he, 


reigned in 7taly, hereduced it toſo great order and honour, as the markes of miſerie 
were {cantly perceiued. But he being dead, and leauing _ſtalarico ſor king ( who 
was theſonne of Amalaſciunta his daughter ) 7taly in ſhort ſpace returned tothe for- 
mer diſorders. For Attalarico ſhortly atter his graundfather died, left the gouern- 
-ment to his mother, and ſhe making Theodato her miniſter inthe gouernment, was 
by him betraied . Theodato by this meane made King , became odious to the 0- 
#rogotti, and Iuſtinianothe Emperour hoped therather to driue him from 1taly. To 

e that enterpriſe, he r aun Belliſarioro be his Lieftenaunt , who fad al- 
readie conquered Africa, and chaſing fromthence the Yardoli , reduced the fame 


The death of 
Thcodorica, 


to obedience of the Empyre. Belliſario alſo conquered S:cilia, & from thence paſſed The «8s of 


into /taly, where he ſurprized Napol:, and Rome. The Gottireceiving theſe ouer- 
throwes, killed their king Theodatoas the cheife occaſion of their ge 6 In 
his _—_ choſen) itigete, who after a few conflicts, was by Belliſarro beſieged, 

in Ravennatake. Then was Bellzſario before he had performed the whole vito- 
rie by 1u#inzanoreuoked, & to his charge, were appointed Ciouanni and Y itale, men 
both for vertue and conuerfation farre inferiour: wherfore the Gotti tooke heart, and 
created a king called 7{dovado , who was atthat timie Gouernour of Yerona... After 
him (being within a few daies ſlaine) T -tila aſpired tothe kingdome, and diſtreſſed 
theEmperours armie, recouered T oſcana and Napoli, and brought vnder his obedi- 
ence, well neareall thoſe ſtates which Bell;/ario had gotten. Whertfore [u#inians 


Bellifario, 


TheaQsof 
Teotila, 


thoughtgood to ſend him again into 7taly,who being comethither with ſmal forces, + 


rather loſt the reputation he had gotten before,then encreaſed the ſame. For T otla, 
- 45 it werebeforethe face of Bellifario (w ho was then with his armie at Ho#ia) be- 
ſieged Romeand tookeit. Then conſidering with him felfethat hecould neither hold 
It, nor leaueit without daunger , herazed thegreateſt part ofthe Citie, driving the 
people fromthence, and leading awaythe es PN as priſoners, which Zell;/ario 
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parding, marched with his armie vnto Calauria, to meetethere with ſonldi- 
m his aide from Greece . Thus Bell:ſario ieeing Rome abandoned, determi- 
ned with him ſelfe an honourable enterpriſe: and entering intotheruines of Rome, 

(withwhart ſpeed he poſs1bly could) repaired the walles of the citie, & called home 
inhabirants, But torrune (as it lermeth) enemieto fo laudable an atempr, appo- 

ſelte. For 1u#1miano the Emp.rour atthe ſametime happened to be aflaulted 

by the Parthi, and for that caſe called home Belliſario : heeto obey his maſter, leſt 
Italy a the diſcretion of Tottila, who anew poſſeſſed Rome , butnot with ſogrear 

crueltie as he had betoretime there viced, For being entreared by S. Benedetto , ( of 
whome in thoſe daies there was holden a great opinion of holines) heendeagured 
him ſelferatherzo amend , then marrethat citie , In this meane while , Jn#tinzans 
had cqncluded a peace with the Parthi, & intending to lend a new upp! y into /zaly, 

was efnpeached to performe that intent by anew people ofthe Northcalled Sclaw;, 

whohauing paſſed Danubro, allailed //liriz and Thracia: ſoas by that meanes T ot- 

tilagQt into his hand; all 7:a/y.But ſo ſoone as 1u;tiniano had ſuppreſſed the Se/ani,he 
ſentthither his armie conducted by Nar/ctean Eunuch, who diftreſſed the forces of 
T ottilk, & (lew him,withttheremaine of the Gotti. After that ouenhrow , retired to 
Panial where they created Tea tortheir King... Narſete on the other {ide , after this 

victotie, ſurprized Rome, and at thelaſt fonght with Teia,nor farre from thecittic of 
Nocery, ſlew him, and vanquiſhed his armie. By meane of which viQtoriethename 
of Gotpt , in Italy was clearely extirped, hauing there remained from thereigne of 
T heodprico,vmto Teiatheir Kings,threeſcore andren yeares, But ſo ſooneas 1taly was 

dceliugred from the Gott, 1;:i1nianodied, leauing 1uitins his ſonne to ſucceed him , 
whoyhrongh counſell of So2bia his mother , renoked Narſete from /taly , & in his 

place{ſem 70nzino his ſonnethither. This Loxgizo following the order of his prede- 

ceſlogs, inhabued Ranerna, & erled inJtaly aneve fourmeof government , appoin- 
ting ho Gouernonrs of Provinces as did the Cote? , but creared in cuerie citticand 
rowne of importance a C hieftaine,whome he called Duke. In which diviſion, he al- 
lotted no more honour to Komegthen to other townes, becauſe he rooke fromthence 
the Conſuls and Senate, (which names till that day had bene ener there maiateined) 

reduding all vnder one Duke, who was yearely ſent thither from Ravenna, and his 
gouernment called the Romane Dukedome : but the generall Govertour, who 
comifually remaiaed at Ravenns by the Emperonrs commaundement, and go- 

uerned all /taly vnder him, was called Eſarco. This divition, made therume of /ta- 
tyto be more calie,and gaucopportunitie tothe Zorgobard: ro viurpethe ſame. The 

onernment of that country gonen by the venue and blood of Narſete, thus taken 

Fomſhim,& he being alſo by Sophrainiured, reviled & threarmned to becalled home 
and ſpinne with women, moued him fo greatly ro cho!lor and offence , that he per- 

ſwaded _Alboino King of the Lombardi (who atthat timereigned in Panwona) to 
comeinto/taly, & conquere it . The Zongobard;becing (asis aforeſaid ) entered in- 
tothble countries neare //an:bio, who had lately bene abandoned by the Heruliand 
\, when by their King 0zoacrethey were led into 7taly : for atimethey there 
.Butthekingdome being cometo 4lboinoa man couragions &'cruel,they 
the river Daxwbto, arid foright with Commao King of the Zepezi, and oner- 
himin Panyonia, which hee then poſſeſſed . {hone inthis viQorie a- 
ot gs 2 wv to take priſoner thedaughter of Comnndo,called Roſmunda, 
ed her , ereby became Lord of Pannonia. Then mooned by the cru- 

eltieþf his nature , hee madea cup of her fathers hed , whereof in memorie of 
the victorie) he vied rodrinke. Bur then called into /taly by Narſete ( with whome 
inthe warres of the Gotti hee had acquaintance and friend(ihip ) left Parnoriatothe 
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Fani , who after the death of Attila (as is aforeſaid) were returned intortheir coun . 
trey. Then he cameagaine into /taly, where finding the ſame into many panes diui- 
ded, ſodenly wan Pania, Millan, Y erona, V icenza,all Toſcana , and the more part of 
Flamminia , now called Romagna . So that perſwading himſelfe through ſo many 


and ſo ſpeedie ſucceſſes, to hauealready ( as it were) gotten the victorie of all 7taly, 
ed aſolemne feaſt inYerona, whereat, beeing by drinking much, be- 
come very merry, and ſecing the skull of Commndotull of wine , hee cauſedthe ſame 
robe ccinned tothe Queene Koſmunda , who fat oner againſt him at therable (lay- 
ing vnto her, with ſo loude a voice that enerie one might heare him) that ſhe 
ſhould now t this teaſt drinke with her tather : which ſpeech pearcedthe Lady to 
the heart, and the forthwith determinedtoreuengetheſame. Then knowing thar 
A lmachilde ( a valiant young gentleman of Lombardi ) loued a maiden of hers, of 
whome hee obrainedto lie with her, and the Queene beeing ou that conſent , 
did her (elfe tarry inthe place of their meeting , which beeing withour light , .{/- 
wachilde came thither , and ſuppoling to hane lien with the mayden, enioyed the 
Queene her miſtreſle , which done , the Queene diſcouered her felfe and ſaid vn- 
tohim , that it was in his power to kill 4/bo;zo, and poſleſle her with her king- 
domeforeuer : but if hee refuſed ſorodo, ſheewould procurethat Alboino ſhould 
kill him, as one that had abuſed his wife. To this motion and murther of 4/bo:- 


' m0, Almachildeconſented . Afterthe murther performed, finding that hecould nor 


according to his expectation” enioy the kingdome , and fearing to beſlaineof the 
Lombardes for the loue they bare to Albomo , the Queene and hee taking their 
princely treaſureand iewels, fled to Longino at Raxenna, who honorably there recei- 
ned them. During theſe troubles, 1u7inianothe Emperourdied, and ia his place was 
elected Twherio, who beeing occupied inthe warres againſt the Parth:, could not go 
tothe relicfe of /taly. Whereby Longino hoped that time would well ſerue him, 
with the countenance of Roſ/-mnda and helpe of her treaſure, to become King of 


- Lombardy andall 1taly, And conferring his intent with the Queene, perſwaded herto 


kill Almachilde, and take him for her husband : ſhee accepted and agreed vnto 
that which hee perſwaded, preparing a cup of wine poiſoned , and with her owne 
hand ſhee offered the ſame to Abnetile comming from a bath hote and thriftie: 
heehauing drunkehalfe the wine, and finding his bodie thereby greatly moo- 
ued, miftruſting the poiſon , enforced Roſmunda to drinke the reſt , whereof 

both the one and the other within fewe houres died , and Zongino bereft of 


| his expeQation to become King, The Longobardi in the meane while aſſem- The a& of 
bling themſelues in Pavia , (which. was the cheife Cinie of their kingene) Clicks 


elected thereClefitheir King, whoreedified Imola,which had bene ruinated by Nar- 
fete , hee wan Rimino,and almoſt eerie place fromthence to Rome :butin the midft 
of theſe his victories , heedied . This Cleff was ſo cruell, not onelytoftrangers, 
bur alſoto his owne ſubieQs the Longobards, 25 they were ſo territied with/his 
kingly authoritie , that after his daies , they determined no” more to make a- 
nie King , but eleted amongſt them ſelues thirtic perſons, whomethey called 


Dukes , giuing them juriſdiction ouer the reſt : which was the cauſe thaz T be Lombar- 
di did not proceed inthe conqueſt of all 7:aly, and that their king+ ye rouerned 
dome did not extend further then Beneucnto , and that Ron, Ravenna, Creme- by Kings. 


the Lo 


ud , Mantoua , Padoua , Monſelice, Parma, Bologna , Faenz4 , Furli, andCeſona, 
ſome of them defended them ſelues atime, and ſome other were neuer taken , - Be- 
canſethe Lombard; wanting a King , their warres proceeded the more ſlowlie , and 
afterthe eleQtionof anew King (by reaſon of their libentie) ' wereleſſe obedient 
and more apt co mutinie among them clues , which thing , firſt Og the 

vitorie, 
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viQorie, and inthe end draue them out of 7:aly. The Longobard; being cometo this 
eſtate, the\Komanes and Longino made with them an agreement. Theeftect thereot 
was, that eueric one of them ſhould lay downe theirarmes , and enivy ſomuch as 
At hat time they poſleſſed, Inthattimethe Biſhops of Rome began to aſpire vnto more authori- 
— tiethen they had in times paſt: for by meane ofthe holy lite of S. Petey , and ſome 
to authoriue, Other Bithops withtheir godly examples, and the miracles by them done, they be- 
came much reuerenced amongſt men, and greatly encreaſed the chriſtian Religion. 
Inſomuch as Princes were occalioned (the more calily thereby to appeale the 
great diſorder and contuſion of the world) to obeythem. The Emperourthen be- 
ing become a Chriſtian and remooued trom Rome to Conitantinople , it cameto paſle 
(as isaforeſaid ) that the Romane Empyre decaicd , and the Church of &Komethe 
ratherthereby encreaſed: notwithſtanding till the comming ot the Longovarai, italy 
being ſubieCt either toEmperours or Kings,the Empyre ſtill protpered: and the B1- 
ſhops of Rome had no greater authoritie then their learning and good lifedid de- 
ſerae. For in all other thinges, either by the Kings or by the Lmperours, they were 
The reweove COmmanunded, and as their miniſters imploied,and ſometimes put todeath. Buthe 
ofthe EmPe- that madethe Biſhops to become of greateſt authoritie in 1ta/y, was TheodoricoKing 
Reme,the Ofthe Gotti, when heremoued his royall ſcate to Raxenra, For thereby Rome remai- 
_ of the ning withouta Prince , the Romanes were enforced to yeeld their obedience tothe 
nes, © Pope, Yerdid not his authoritiethereby greatly encreaſe, becauſe he could not pro- 
cure to him ſelfe morepreheminence , Goa thatthe Church of Rome ſhould haue 
ecedence beforethe Church of Rawenna, But the Longobardi being come, and /taly 
iided into diuerſe parts, occaſionedthe Pope rotake the more vppon hins : forhe, 
then beeing as it were chiefe of Rome, the Emperour of Conttantinople and the 
Longobardi,did reſpet him ſo much, asthe Romanes by his meanes , not as ſubjects, 
bur as companions with the Longobardi and with Zonerno, ioyned. Thus the Popes 
fomeimes dfoks fauour of the Longobardi, and ſometime withthe countenance 
The Faſt 'm- of the Grerians, encreaſed their dignitie . Bur after the deſtruction of the Em- 
— inthe Pyre in the Eaſt, (which happened in thetime of theEmperour #racles) becauſe 
reigne of Era» the people called Selani,afſaulted & conquered againe 1/rria, calling thefame by their 
ceo» 4 ownename Sclawonia, the other partes oftheEmpyre were aſſailed, firſt bythe Per- 
fians , and after by the Saraſins, who came from Arabia, condufted by Maho- 
met; and laſt of all by the Turkes, Thele people amongſtthem, yore Soria, 
Africa, and Egipt . Sorhat theEmpyre weakened , the Pope diſpaired to haue 
ſuccour there, intimeof his neceſsitie. On the other ſide, thepower of the Lon- 
gobardiencrealing, it behooued himto ſeeke ſome new triendſhip, and fortheſame 

Thetroubles reſorted to the Kinges of France, So as after thattime, all thewarres made v 
of Izaly,cauſed pon 7taly by forraine people, wereby the Biſhops of Rome occaſioned : and all 
nds: fo thebarbarous nations ; whorepaired in ſo great multirudes to 7taly, wereforthe 
moſte part by them called thither, which manner of proceeding continueth in 
_ ourdayes, and hath heretofore kept , and yer dooth keepe 7raly weake and impo- 
rent. Therefore indiſcourſe of f1chthinges as have happened ſincethoſe,, totheſe 
our daies , more ſhall not be ſaid of thediftruQion of the Empyre, which isaltogi- 
By what thercaſtdowneandruined . But wee will heerafter diſcourſeby what meanes the 
wet Princes POPES and thoſe other Potentates whichrill the comming of Carlothe eight,gouer- 

pre'&c| - gnm,go 

of Italy alpi> ned 7taly,have arteined to their greatnes, whereby we ſhal conceive, how the Popes 
_ firſt by their cenſares, after with them , and their armes mixed with indulgences, 
becamerermivle & venerable:and how by euill vſingthe one & the other, they haue 
| altogitherloſt the vſe of theirarmes, & in the other,they ſtand at diſcretion. *Burre- 
turning totheorder of our matter, Ifay , that Gregor1o the third, beeing ancihed 
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tothe Papacy, & 4i#u{photothe kingdome of Lombardy,contraric tothe agreement 
afore made , iurprized Ravenna , and made warre againſt the Pope Uregorio: 
who ( for the occations aforeſaid )not truſting any moretothe Emperour of Cor- 
ſantinoplebeeing then weake,, neither repoling truſt inthe Zongobarar , who had 
diuerſetimes diſtreſſed him, fled for 'aydeto Pipirothe ſecond , who from becing 
Lord of An#/racta and Brabancia was become King of France: not ſo much for his 
owne venue, a$his fathers Carlo Martello, and his graund(athers Pipins , be- 


cauſe Carlo Aartells beeing Gonernour of that Kingdome, wonne that memora- þ 


ble vitorie againſt the Laraſins neare vnto T orſcr, vpontheriner of Fra: wherein 
were (]aine two hunde thouſand Saraſins. For which cauſe Piprzo his ſonne, 
for the reputation of his father and his owne vertue, became atter,king inthat king- 
dome: vnto whome Pope Gregorio (as is betorefaid) ſent for ayde againſtthe Zonco- 
bardi. Pipino anſwered, that hee was very willing to performe his requeſt, bur 
tirſt deſiredto ſec him, and in his preſencero honour him. For which purpoſe Gre- 


Grec orio 


e710, 
Pope Thed- 


goriotranailed into France, and without any let, patied thetownes of the Zongobardt doro prime, 


his enemies : ſo great reverence was then borne to that Religion . Gregorio 
arrived in Fraxce,wasthere greatly honoured by the King, and ſent back accompa- 
nied withthe Kings forces, who in Paura belieged the Loxgobardr, wherby Aiitul- 
pho was enforced ro make peace with the Frenchmen : which hee did at the 
requeſt of the Pope , who defired not the death of his enemie , bur thar hee 
ſhould conuert and live . In which-peace 47#z/pho promiſed to render vrto 
the Church all thoſe townes thereto belonging , and by him vſurped. Butthe 
French ſouldiers returned home, A:/t/pho obſerued notthe conditions of the peace, 
which beeing knowen to the Pope , hee prayed ayde a new of P1pino, who 
ſent againe into Jtaly, where hee onenhrew the Lombardy , rooke Ranenna , and 
contarie to the will ofthe Grecian Emperour, gauethe ſame vntothe Pope, with 
all other townes vnder his Efarcato, adding alfoto them, thecountrie of / rbinoand 
La Marca: during thetimethat theſe townes were in beſtowing, Ai/fulphodicd; and 
Peſiderio a Lombard and Duke of Tuſcan rooke armes to vſurpethekingdome, and 
praicd ayde ofthe Pope, to whome hee promiſed his friendſhip : which requeſt 
was graunted , and the other Princes gaueplace, Defiderioatthe beginning kept 
his promiſe, and according tothe conditions made with Pjp1no, rendred therownes 
allotted vntothe Pope, neither did the Eſarco of Conſtantinople, after that time come 
any more in Rauenna , butall things were gouerned according tothepleaſureand 
direction ofthe Pope, Thendiedthe King Pjpino, ro whome ſucceeded his fonne 
called Car!9, who for the great and memorable exploites by him done, was called 
Magno,To the Papacy was atthat timeaſpired Theadors Prime, He falling into con- 
tention with Diſiderio, was by D1ſiderio beſieged in Rome, and conſtrained to'crave 
ayde of Car!s, who ſpeedily paſſed the mountaines , belieged Deſiderio in Pania , 
and tooke him with all his Children. And hauing ſent them priſoners into 
France , went in perſon to viſit the mg at Rome, Where hee pronounced this 
ſentence, T hat the Pope beeing V icar of God, could not be indged of men, Forthe which, 


the Pope withthe people of Rome,created him Emperour . Inthis manner, Rome pope by Carlo 


beganne to haneanEmperour againe in the Weſt. And wherethe Popes were 
woonttotake their inſtaulation fromthe —_—_— afterthistimetheEmperours 
intheir election, would needes taketheir authoritie fromthe Pope: wherby the re- 


te 


Great herour 
dore tothe 


macne, yuh 


ine1gnitiets 


the Emperors 


putation of the Empire decreaſed, andthe Church gained the fame. By theſe 


meanes, the Pope grew great,and kept downetheauthoritie of temporall Princes. 
The Longobard having then bene in tay 2 32. yeares, there was ofthem none 
other marke of ſtraungers then the name: and Carlo being deſirousroreformethat 


Country 


- 
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Countrey (inthetime of Pope Zeothe third) was pleaſed they ſhould inhabitthoſe 
places , wherethey were borne , and called that prouince of their name , Lombar- 
dia, But foraſmuch as they had the name of Rome in great reuerence, hee com- 
maunded that all the next Countrey to it adioyning ( then in the obedience of 
the Eſarcato of Ranenpa ) ſhould bee called Rowagna. Moreouer, he created 7;- 
pino his ſonne King of /taly , the iurildiction whereof extended to Benenento : the 
reſt remainedtothe Emperour in Greece, with whom Carlo hadconcluded aleague. 
About this time Paſcale the firſt was become Pope : andthe prieſtes of the parithes 
Pope Paſca- jn Rome , by realon ot their neareneſle tothe Popes perlon, and their preſenceat his 
"6 election, to honour their authoritic, \with a more venorableritle beganneto bee 
called Cardinals , raking vnto them great reputation, chiefly after they had exclu- 
Original! of ded the Romanes from the election of the Pope, who (almoſt euer before thar 


Com, time) was ſome Citizen of Rome. Paſcale beemg dead, Engenio ſernndo, of the 
y Vope Pals 


* ale order of Santa Sabina, was eleQted Pope. And 71taly beeing therunthe handes of 


French men , did partly alter the order of gouernment, and the more for thatthe 
Popes had in the temporalities thereof gained greater authoritie and made Farles 
and Marqueles , as before time, Longino Eſarcoof Ranenna had created Dukes. Af- 
terafewe other Biſhops , &ſporcoa Romane, aſpiredto the Papacy , who for the 
rheſirſt occa- homelineſle of his name , cauſed himſelfe to be called Sergio : which was the be- 
hon why tiz oinning why the names of Popes was chaunged at their eleCtions. Bythistime 


Popes di 


take new Carlothe Emperour was dead, to whome ſucceded Zodourco his ſonne. Aﬀer his 
names atther death, there grew ſo great contention amongſt his ſonnes , that in thetime of his 
Fleuo®  graund-children, the _<arks was taken from the houſe of Fraxce, and brought 
Ar whattime 1tO Germany , where the firſt Emperour of that nation was called _Minolfo:and 
the Empire by meanes of theſe diſorders , the family of Carlo, did looſe nor onely the Em- 
was can irc, but alſothe kingdomeof 1raly , becauſe the Lombardi recouered their ſtrength 
France. and offended the Pope and Romanes ſo much, as the Pope not knowing how 
to bee helped , for neceſsitic gaue the Kingdome of 7taly to Berengario Duke of 

The kinodom Erieoli. Theſe accidents encouragedthe/ ni , whothen remained in Parnonia to 
of italy,giuen aſſault 7taly. Bur beeing cometo triall of bartle with Berengarzo, they were van- 
to Beringari. qiſhed,, and forced toreturne into Pannonia, now Called Yngaria : which coun- 
trey hath ever ſince reteyned their name. Ar that timeRomano Chicitaine of the 

Emperiall Armie, depoſed his maiſter Con#antino, and made himſelfe Emperour 

in Greece, By reaſon whereof, Puglia and Calauria rebelled from the obedience ofthe 

Empire, and ſuffered the Saraſins to come thither : who beeing there, and poſ- 

ſeſsing the Countries , attempted to beliege Rowe . Bur the Romaines , (be- 

cauſe Beringario was occupied in the warres againſt the ni ) made A lbarigo 

Duke of T «ſcan their Captaine, by whoſe verrne, Rome was ſaued from the 

Saraſins , They beeing departed from the ſiege, builded a Caſtle vppon the 
mountaine called Gargano , and from thence they commaunded Puglia and Ca- 

lauria , and diſturbed the reſt of 1taly . Thus in thoſe dayes 1taly was maruel- 

louſly afflited : rowardes the pes , aſſaulted by the /»n1, and towards Na- 

les , by the Saraſims. In theſe miſeries /taly many yeares remained, vnderthree 

ings of the Beringarri, one ſucceeding an other. In whichtime,-the Popeand 

the Church were continually moleſted ; and by meanes of diniſion ofthe prin- 

ces in the Weſt; andthe weakeneſle of the Emperonr in the Eaſte , knewe not 

where to bee ſnccoured. The Circ of Genowa, with all the Riuers thereto be- 

longing, wereinthoſedayes by the Saraſins deſtroyed : whereof camethegreat- 

neſſe of the Cinie of Pi , for thither manie people fled for refuge. This 

happencd in the yeare of the Chriſtian religion , nine hundreth thinie and one. 

Bur 
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But 9ttone ſonne of Enrico and Matilda Duke of Saxony (a man exceeding wiſe & of , 

great reputation)being become Emperour, 4gabitothen Pope, praied him to come 

uno /taly, and ſauehim from theryrannie of the Berengarii, The ſtates of 7raly were How Traly was 
inthoſedaies thus diſpoſed. dy was vnder Berengariothethird, and his ſonne \1v0.,1.. 
Alberto. T oſcana and Romagna z were em by the deputies of theEmperour in 

the Welt, Pugl1a & Calauria,partly tothe Emperour in Greeee, and partly to the Sara- 
ſins obeyed. In Rome wereelected yearly of the nobilitierwo Conſuls, who accor- 

ding tothe auncient cuſtomeruled that Titie, Vnderthem was appointeda Indgeto 

miniſter juſtice tothe people. T here was alſo a councell of twelue men, which gaue 
gonernours tothe townes ſubiett vnto Rome. The Pope had in Rome mere or leſle 
authoritie, according tothe fauour hee found with the Emperours, or others, thar 
werethere moſt mightie. Then came the Emperonr 0ttone 1nto /taly,and tookethe 
kingdomethereof fromthe Berengarii: who therein had raigned, hftic hue yeares, 

and therewith had reſtored the Pope to his dignitie. T his Emperour had one ſonne, 

and one nephew, both alſonamed 0ttoni, the one and the other of them ſucceeded 

in the Empire. Inthe raigne of 0ttone the third, Pope Gregorio quinto, was by the Ro- 

manes driuen out,and Ottonecame into /taly , to put him again intothe poſſeſsion of 

Rome. The Popethento be reuenged of the Romans, tooke fr6 them the authoritie bd ro ms 

of creati6 of theEmperour, & gauetheſametothe Germaines, appointing three Bj. 2menmrer 
ſhops of Maguntia,T reveri, $ Coloma: & three (ecular Princes; the Marques of Braz- the Germans, 
dnbingy the Earle Palatine of the Rhein, & the Duke of Safſoniato be eleCtors,ywhich An1<63 
conftirution was made inthe yeare 1002. After the death of 0rtonethethird, Enrico 

Duke of Bawiera, was by theſe eletors, made Emperour,and after twelue yeares,by 

Pope Stephanothecight crowned. This Enricoand Simronda his wite , Woe! tow 

of moſt godly life,as appeareth by dinerſe churches by them builded and endowed. 

Among which number was the temple of S. Miniato, nearetothe Citic of Florence: 
Epricodied inthe yeare 1023. After whom raigned Currado of Swenia, and after him 
Euricotheſec6d, whocame into 7taly, & the church the being in ſchiſme, fond there, 
three Popes : all whom he mpone ,& canſed Clemente ſecundorobe eletted, Kof him Three Popes , 
was hecrowned Emperour. Inthoſedayes /taly was gonerned, partly by the propte, depoſedby 
partly by the Princes, & partly by the miniſters of theEmperonr: of v/h6,thie thefe =o 7+ 
was called Chancelor. Am6g the Princes Gotfred;, &the Counteſſe Matilda his wife, 

borne of Beatrice ſiſter to Enricothe ſecond , were moſt potent : for ſhe and her hirf- 

band poſſeſſed Lucca, Parma, Reggio, and Mantoua, with all that countrey at this day 
called Patrimonio. Theambition of the people of Rome, did atthat time make much 
warre with the Popes:for =__ hauing helped the Popetrodrmeout the Emperors, 

and reformed the Cittieas rothem ſeemed good , ſodeinly became enemiesto him. 

And the Popes receiued more iniuries attheir hands,the at any other Chriſtian Prin- The Romans 
ces. And even inthoſe dayes whenthecenſure ofthe Popes made all the Weſt ofthe 3uncien: ene- 
world totremble, yer euenthen, the people of Komerebelled. And boththe Popes, Pots ? 
and the people ſtudied for nothing ſo much,as how one of them, might ouerthrow 

the authorineand eſtimation ofthe other. Nicholas ſecundo being aſpired tothe Papa- 

cy, tooke fromthe Romanes the creation of the Pope, as his edecediony Gina The creation 
quinto , had beforetaken fromthem, the election of the Emperour, hee madealſo a car yo 
conſtirutionthart the eleQion of the Popes ſhould from thencefoorth appertaine to Romancs. 
the Cardinals. Neither was he ſo contented, bur compounding with ſome Princes 
tharthengonerned Calanriaand Puglia (for ſuch reaſons as ſhall be hereafter decla- 
red)conſtrained all the officers appointed by the Romanes,to yeeld their obedience 

tothe Popes, andremooued ſome of them from their offices. Afterthe death of 

Nicholao, there happenedaſchiſme inthe church, becauſe the Clergic of Zombardy 

| would 
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would not obey Alexander the ſecond , elected at Rome , but created Gadalo of Parnii 
Antipope. Enrico, hating the greatneſle of theſe Biſhops, ſent vmto the Pope Aleſ/an- 
dro, requiring himtorelignethe Papacy, & command the Cardinals to gointo Ger- 
many,there to elect anew .T his Exricowas the firſt Princethat ſelttheforce of 
ſpirituall diſpleaſure. Forthe Pope called a new counſaile in Xome,whereat hedepri- 
ued him from the empire and kingdome. After that time, ſume people of 1taly follo+ 
wedthe Pope, and ſumethe Emperour , which was the begianing of the taCtions 
who called themſclues Guelfiand Gibel{ni, T hus Italy delivered trom torreine inuall» 
on, by ciuill diſcord beganto betormented, Enrico being excommiunicate, was by 
his owne people conſtrained to cometo Rome on barefoote, and kneele tothe Pope 
for pardon, Which happened inthe yeare 1 080. Notwithſtandiag (only after,there 
happened a new diſcord berwixtthe Pope & Enrico, Wherupoiithe Pope againdid 
excommunicate the Emperour, who ſent forthwith his ſon(alfo called Exrico) with 
; anarmy to Rome. He with the helpe of the Romanes (who hated thePope)belieged 
him in his caſtle, till Roberto Gurſcardo came trom Pxgliato the reſcue, «ef aricotarried 
not his m_ but returned alone into Germany, The Romanes pertiſted intheir 
at Rome Was againe by Roverto ſacked and brought vntothe former 
ruine,notyithſtanding it had bene lately by diverſe Popes repaired, And becauſe of 
this Robertothe kings of Naples be deſcended,it ſeemeth not ſuperfluous particulerly 
to ſerdowne his actions and dilcent. After thediſunion happened among the heires 
of Carlo Magno, (as haue bene beforedeclared) the ſame occalioneda new people of 
the Nonh, called Normanditoafſaile France, and conquered that country , which is 
called of them, Vormazdia: of thoſe peop!le,ſome part came into 7taly, inthe time that 
the Berengaru,Saraſent and / wmitroubled the ſame. T hey alſorouke lometovwnes in 
Romagna,\hich warres,they vertuouſly performed. Of thoſe Vormazne princes,o0ne 
calleſT. ancred;,begor diuerle ſonnes:amongſt whom was Guglielmo ſurnamed T era- 
bar, and Roberto called Gniſcardo. T he principalitie being comerto Guelielmo,andthe 
tumules of /taly ſomewhat ceaſed, the Saraſenidid notwithſtanding ſtill hold Sicilia, 
and continually maderodes vp6 the land of 1taly. For which cauſe,Guelielmo agreed 
withthe princeof Capoua and Salerno,and with Melorcothe Grecke, (who gouerned 
Puglia and Calawriator theEmperour of Greece )to aſſault Sicilia, and after viRtorie, it 
was condeſcended amongſtrhem,todiuidethe places victored,by foureparts, This 
enterpriſc had fortunate ſuccefle , andthe ——- driven out, they poflelled Silza. 
After which viQtorie Melorco ſecretly cauſed mento come from Grecis, and {forthe 
Emperour tooke poſleſsion of the whole land, notdiuiding the ſpoyle , but tooke 
all to his owne ſhare , wherewith Gug/ielmo becamediſcomented , yet hiding his of- 
fencerill atime more conuenient, departed from Sicilia with the princes of Salerno, 
and Capoxa : who being departed vpon the way homewards, Cuglielmoreturned nor 
to Romagna,but with his ſouldiers marched towards Puglia, where he wonne Melf.. 
And ſhortly after (notwith ng the forces of the Grecian Emperour)he poſſeſſed 
well neareall Prgliaand Calaxria. In which prouinces , he gouernedinthetimeof 
Nichol ao ſecundo, Roberto Guiſcardo his brother, haung many differents wich his ne- 
ewes , for the inheritance of land, vſed the authoritie ofthe Pope, rocompound 
em, Andthe Popedid willingly fauour him, being deſirous to hauethefriendſhip 
of Roberto,to the end that againſt the Emperours of Germany, and the people of Rome, 
he might bedefended, as in effeCt, itfell after out, and hath bene iedeclared, 
how at therequeſt of Gregorio ſeptimo,hedraue Enrico from the ſiege of Rome,& ſub- 
dued the people herein To Robertoftacceeded Ruggeri and Guglielmo, his ſonnes, To 
their poſſecions he annexed Napoli, andall thoſe lands which lie betweene Napoli 
and Rome. He gaue allo Sicilia vnto Ruggers, But Guglielmo going afterwards to Con- 
| ftantinople 
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fantinople ro marry the Emperours daughter, was by Ruggero deprined of his 
Country. Ruggero after this viCtorie became inlolent, and called himſelte king 
of Italy : yet atter contented with the-titte of King of Puglia and Sicilia, was 
- the firſt that gaue name and lawe to that kingdome , which to this day with- 
in the auncieat boundes thereof, is mainteined , Notwithſtanding it hath ma- 
-ny times exchaunged both blood and Nation, Becauſe the race of Normen- 
die beeing worne out, the Kingdome came to the handes of the Germaines, 
from them, to the French men, from the French to the Aragoneſt, and at this | 
day it is poſſeſſed by the Flemmings. Now was /7bano the ſecond, become Pope Viba- 
Pope , who being hated in Rome, and fearing through thediſuniting of 7taly, he "**: 
could not in ſecuritiethere remaine : determined a glorious enterpriſe. Firſt hee 
went into France,accompanicd with all his Clergie,and inthecitie of Anuerſa,he af- 
lembled many people : rowhom he made a ſolemne Oration,wherin heperſtaded 
an enterpriſe againſtthe Sar4ſent , which tooke ſo great efte, asthe 27 oat 
delirousropertormethe ſame ; which enterpriſe (withall others tothat purpoſe) | 
were called Croc/ata, Forall thoſe menthat went in that journey, weare VPPON La Crociata. 
their Armours and garments, a redde Croſſe, The princes andchiefeleaders of that 
enterpriſe, were Cotfredi Enuftachio , and © Alduino dt Rulgo, Earle of Bologna, with 
one Pietroan Hermit : whotor his godlie lite and wiſedome was greatly reſpec- 
ted. Tothis journey , manic Kinges contributed treafure, and manie private men 
without paie, therein perſonally ſerued . SogreateffeQes did thereligion worke 
intholedayes, to oerkvndechs mindes of men, moued \vith the example of ſuch 
as weretheir heads. This enterpriſe had inthebeginning glorious ſucceſle : for 
all Aſia minor, Soria, and part of Zgjpt, were therein conquered by the Chri- | 
ſtians . At which time beganne the order of Knighthood of Jeruſalem , which Thc har 
to this day cominueth , andis the chiefe obſtacletothe Turkes. About thattime j.,uGicm. 
alſo grew the order of theKnights, Templarii : which for their euil life was ſhort- 
ly after ſuppreſſed, Indiverfetimes following,dinerſe accidents in, rm + nn 

in many nations and many particuler men were aduaunced, For thefurniſhing 
of this enterpriſe , the Kinges of Fraunce and Eneland, the Piſani, Venetians , 
and Genoue/t , paſſed the ſea, and gained great reputation, fighting in fortune 
variable, till the time of Saladino the Savaftee : Whoſe vertue the ratherthrough 
diſcord of the Chriſtians) did in the ende recoutr all , that before had bene got- 
ren. 50 were the Chriſtians after foure fcorce and tenne yeares driuen out of Ros 
Countries, which with great honour and happineſſe they had wonne and de- 
fended. After thedeath of /rbano, Paſcale ſecundo was created Pope : and En- Pope Paſcal, 
ricothe fourth became Emperour, who went to Rome, pretending triend(hip to * 
the Pope, bur beeing arrined there, by force hee tooke the Pope rifoner, 
and pur him with all His Clergie in priſon : from whence they could not bee 
diſcharged , till the Pope had graunted , that the Emperour might diſpoſe of 
_ the Churches in Germany as himſelfe thought good. Then died the Counteſſe 

Matilda , and made the Church heire of all her Countrey. Afr thedeath of 
Paſcale and Enrico the fourth , ſucceeded diverſe Popes, and diverſe Emperours, 
till at length, to the Papacie was eleted Aliſandro tertio, and to the Empire, pope Aleffan- 
Federigo Surno called Barbaroſſa. The popes in that time had manie quarrelles %-3- 
with the people of Rome, and the Emperours : which were encreaſed in the 
raigne of Barbaroſſa . Federigo was a man of warre moſt excellent, but there- 
with ſo haughtie of minde and courage, as hee diſdained to gine place to 
the pope, notwithſtanding, hee came to Rome to bee Crowned Emperour, 
and peaceably returned into Germanie : _— hee remayned there not very 


long 
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long contented, For ſhortly after, hecameagaine into 7talytoreformeſome Towns 
in Lombardy, which would not obey him. Atthartime it happened; the Cardinal of 
S.Clement,by Nation a Remane,deuided himſclte fromthe Pope A/iſſandro, % found 
meanes (by fauour of ſome Cardinalls) ro be alſo choſen Pope. At thatinſtam, Fe- 
derigo the Emperour was with his Armie betorethe Citicof Crema: towhom 4/:/- 
ſandrocomplained of the Antipope ; the Emperour anfwered, that both heand the 
Antipope ihould come vnto him, andthen he would decidetheir comrouerlie, and 
iudge which of them weretrue Pope, T his aniweredilpleaſed 4lfandro, who 
conceauing thereby, thatthe Emperour was inclined totauour the Antipope, did 
excommunicate him, and fled t© Phillip King of Fraunce. Federigointhe meane 
while, proceeding inthe Warres of Lombardy, tooke Millan, and razed it : whicly 
wasthe cauſe, that Yerona, Padona, and Y icenza (by commonconſent) determined 
toreliſt him. Thendicd the Amipope, in whole place Federigo created Guido of 
Cremona. The Romanes by meanes of the Popes abſence, and the buſines of theEm- 
our in Lombardy, had recouered a little authoritiein Rowe, & begantocommand 
ome Townes vnder them : and becauſe the T«ſculant would not yeeld totheir au- 
thoritie, they went popularly to aſſailethem ; who being aided by Federigo, the Ro- 
manes were ouenhrowne with ſo great ſlaughter,as after that Ouernthrow Rome was 
neuer well peopled, nor rich. Inthis meane ſpace, Pope Al;ſavdro was returned to 
Kome, perſwading himſelſethat throughthe enmitie of the Komenes and Federigo, he 
mightthereſafely remaine: and the rather, by reaſon of the Enemies whichthe Em- 
perour had in Lombardy, Neuentheles, Federigo (ſerring alide all reſpetes) belieged 
Rome : where Aliſſandrotarried not his comming , but fled to Culelmo King of Pu- 
glia, who afterthe death of a remained Heireot that Kingdome. Federigodri- 
uenthenceby the Plague, leftthe Siege, and returned into Germany, The Townes 
of: Lombardy which were rebelled, to the end they might the rather recover Pauia & 
T oxtona, (which ſtood forthe Emperor) built anew Citie, to be the refuge of that 
Warre, calling the (ame liſandr:4,in honour of the Pope Aliſ/andro,and mdeſpite 
of the Emperour _—_ hendicd Gzidone Amtipope : in whoſe place Gionann; 
of Fermo was created. He, through the fauour of the Emperours FaQtionin Mon- 
teffaſcone, there dwelled : Pope Alsſ/andros inthe meane time was gone into T»ſcols, 
called thether by that People; hoping that with his authoritic he might defend them 
from the Romanes. T hither came Embaſladors from Enrico King of England, tode- 
clare vo the Pope, that their King wasnot culpable inthe murther of Thomas Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, as he had bene publiquely flandered. Fortriall whereof, the 
Pope ſent rwo Cardinals into Exglard, toexaminetherrith of thatmatter : who 
found the King not guiltie. Neucrtheles, in reſpect of the infamie, and that he had 
not honoured that holy Man according to his deſert; they enioyned the King for pe- 
nancetoaſſemble his Nobilitie, and intheir preſence to {weareand proteſt his inno- 


Fneland put .cencie: and was morcouer commanded, that with all ſpeed, he ſhould at his proper 


to penance by 
Pope Aliflan- 
dro, 


charge ſend two hundred Souldiersto Jers/alem, and there payethem for one yeare; 
and himſelte withinthree yeares togoethither in perſon, and lead with him an Ar- 
miethe greateſtthat heecould poſibly make : belides that, hee ſhould difanull all 
things done within his Kingdome, tothe preiudice of rhg Libertic Eccleſiaſtical], 
and conſent , thatall and cuerieSubiect of his might appealeto Rome, All which 
things Fmrico graunted : and notwithſtanding hee were amighticKing, fubmined 
himſelſero that Indgement, which (atthis day) encrie private man would beaſha- 
med to yeeld vnto. But norwithſtanding the Popes great povyer ouer Princes 
farre off, yet could henot make himſelfe obeyed of the Romances : by whom hee was 
not ſuffered to dwell at Rowe, though he promiſed notto intermeddlein aniething, 

with | ſaue 
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faue only the Eccleſiaſticall gouernmenr. Hereby may benoted,thatthings vvhich>. 
ſeeme to bee, and benot, are dreaded more farre of, then feared neare at hand, By 
thistime, Federigo vvas returned to /taly , and being preparedto make nevv vvarres 
vviththe Pope, all his prelates and Barons gaue himro vnderſtand,that they inten- 
dedroleaue him, vnleiſe hereconciled himfelferothechurch : vvhereby this Em- 
perour vvas conſtrained togo vnto/ emice, and theretoadore the pope; vvhereof 
enſued a full pacification. Inthis peacethe pope depriuedthe Emperor of all his au- 
thoritiein Rome , and named Gulzelmoking of Siciliaand Pugliator his confederate, 
Federigo not content toliue in peace, but loning the warres,determined to enterpriſe 
Aju,& ſo gain glory againſt Mabomet, which againſt the Pope he could nor, But be- 
ing arrived at theriuer Ci4zo, enticed withthe excellencic of that water, hee waſhed 
himſelf therin, & ſodenly died. Wherby may be imagined that water did more good MY SE 
tothe Mahwmetans,thenthe popes excomunicati6 to the Chriſtians: becauſethe ex- Empercr. 
c6municatis did only allay the Emperors ambiti6, butthis water did vtterly quench 
it, Federigo being dead, it remained onely for the popeto reforme the diſobedience of 
| the Romans: & after many diſputations touching the creation of the Conſuls,it was 
l agreed, that (according tothe ancient —_— {hnld be elected by the Romans: 
| yet before they tooke their office vppon them , they ſhould ſweare hdelitic to the 
( church; which agreement, cauſed Gionannithe Antipopeto flie to Monte Albans, 
| where ſhortly after hee died. Thendicd alſo Gulielmoking of Napol: , who hauing, 
1 oneonely ſonne called Tancred: , the pope determined to take that kingdome from 
| him, but the nobilitie thereof would not conſentiothe pope , reſoluing to yeelde 
their obedienceto T ancredi, At that time Cele#rno tertio was pope, who delirous Pope Celefli. 
to takethe kingdome from Tancred; , ſought meanes that Errico ſonne of Federigo "0 3: 
ſhould be made Emperour , and promiſed him the kingdome of XNaples,vpon con- | 
ditionthat he ſhould reſtore vnto the churchallthoſe rownes thereumo belonging, 
Andto makethat aftionthe more caſte, heetooke out of a monaſtery , Coitanzs an 
olde woman, daughter of Gulielmo , and marriedher vnto Federigo, Thus paſſed 
. the kingdomeof Nqples tothe Germaines fromthe Normands, who were theaun- 
cient founders thereof. So ſoone as EnricotheEmperour had ſetled all thinges ith 
| Germany , hee came into 7taly , accompanied with Go#tanza his wite , and his ſonne, 
burfoure yeares old, called Federigo. Where, with ſomedithcultic (becauſe T axcredi 
| was dead,leauing onely alitle ſonne called Roger) he poſſeſſed the kingdom, With- 
inaſmalltimeaſterin S:{;a died Enrico, to whome Fedeyigo ſucceeded inthe king- 
dome, andtotheEmpire was cleCted 0ttoneDuke of Saſſoria, through fauour of 
pope Innocentio quarto, But ſo ſoone as he was crowned Emperour, contrary to all Pope tane- 
expeQation , hee became enemictothe pope, ſurpriſed Romagna, and prepared to 9+ 
aſlault the kingdome. For which dooing, the pope did excommunicate him, all 0- 
ther men left him, andthe electors created Federigo king of Napoli. Then came Fe- 
derigoto Rome forthe crowne, but the pope fearing his greatneſle , denied him,and 
ſought to remooue him out of 7taly, as hee had done beforeto 0ttone, T herewith 
Federigo offended, went into Germany , and made much vvarre againſt tone, and ar 
length ouerthrevy him. Inthe meane vvhile died /nnocentio,vvho (beſides other his 
notable vvorkes) builded the Hoſpirall of Santo ſprrits in Rome. After him ſucceeded Pope ronoris 
; Honorio tertio, in vvhoſetime, begannethe orders of Santo Dominicoand Franciſco, : $4 me rv } 
| theyeare 1218. This pope crovvned Federigo, vnto vvhome Grovianni deſcended 5. Franciſce 
of Bawldoxinoking of Jeruſalem, vvho (vvith the remaine of the Chriſtians in + $20912t% 
faſtill poſſeſſed that tirle) gane his kingdometo his daughter inmarriage. Here- _. - 
ofircommeth , that vvho ſo euer is King of Napoh;, is iſ imituled king of 7er«- 


ſalem . Italy in thoſe dayes vvas'thus goucrned ; The 'Romaynes made no 
| . C2 


more 
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more Conſuls in Rome, but in ftced of them, they created (with the ſame amthoritic) 
ſometimes one, & ſometime more Senators. The league whichthectics of Lombardy 
had made againſt Federigo Barbaroſſa, ſtill comined, The Cities contedered againſt 
the Emperour,were Milano, Breſcia, Mantona, with the greater part of Kemagpa: and 
with them Yerona,} wenza, Padoua,and Trenigi.Onthe Emperours part, WEre Creme» 
na, Bargamo, Parma, Reggio, Modena, & Trento, The other Cities and Caſtles of Lom- 
bardy, Romagna,and La Marca Trenigt.magaccording totheir necelsitie, faiiourgdſom- 
times the one, and ſometimes the other part. In the time of Gtronetherthird,came into 
Italy a man called Ezelino, of whom remained one ſonne, who likewiſe begot an 0+ 
ther Exelino,he being rich & mightie, folowed Federigo the ſec0d,who was(as hath 
bene before ſaid)enemy tothe Pope. , This Emperour brought into /taly,by the ta- 
uourof Ezelino,tooke YVeronaand Mantoua, razed Vicenza,(urprited Padouz, & van- 
quiſhed the army ofthe townes confederate: & in the end, marched towards T ofca- 
na, Exelino inthe meanetime,ſurprized La Marca T rinigiana, buthe could not take 
Ferrara, being defended by 4zone of Eſte, & other ſoldiers ſentby the Pope fr6 Lom- 
AzonedeFite bardy, Theſe ethenlenied, the Pope gauethat citic in Fewdo to Azore of Eite , of 
dd, 2 whomebedefended all thoſe princes , thar till this day hauethere gonerned, - Ferlr- 
Arraſas , , , . 
rigo ſtaied at Piſa, & deſirous to become Lord of T 9/cara, the rather to poſſeſſe 
theſame, & diſcouerthole that fauoured him, from the other that were his enemies, 
Qiiſed diuiſiona the eofthe country, which was afterwards the ru- 
meof all 7taly.Becauſethenthe factions of Guelfi & Ghibellini encreaſed,calling them 
Guelfithat followed the Pope, and Ghibellinithat followed the Emperour, In Piſtoie, 
/thelenames of ation, were firſt began. Federigoleauing Piſa, by many meanes af- 
faulted & ſpoiled the townes belonging tothe church: Infomuch, that the Popenor 
hauing other remedie, proclaimed his Cyocizta againſt him , as did his predeceſſours 
2 R—_ inſtthe Saraſeni. Federigorhen fearing to be abandoned by his ſoldiers (as Fedeyt- 
/ teraneSara» £0 Barbaroſſaand other Emperours had bene) enterteined great numbers of Sara/ins, 
{.ns. andto make them more willing to ſerue (knowing that they feared not theP 
curſes)he gaue themthecitic of Vecerain the kingdome : perſwading himſelfe, 
Pope Inn» they having that refuge, might ſerue him wichthe moreſecuritie, Innocentio quarts 
__ became Pope,and miftruſting Federigo,went to Genoua,and from thence into France: 
and called a Councell at the citic of Lions. Whereunto Federigo determinedto goe, 
bur was withholden by the rebellion of Parma: from which enterpriſe repulſed, he 
went intoT oſcaxa, and thence, imo Sicilia, wherehedied, leauing in Szcuia his el- 
deſt ſonne Corrado, and in Paelia his other ſonne, (being baſe borne)called Af anfreds, 
whome hee had made Duke of Zenenento.Corralobecing come {or poſleision ofthe 
kingdome,arriued at Napoli, and there died,lcauing one litle ſonnecalled Carradine: 
who at that timeremained in Germany. Then Manfred: firſt as gouernour to Carra- 
dino, and aſter reporting that Carradine was dead)againſtthe Popes will, & the Neax- 
politansallo(whem he forced to conſent) made himlelfe king. During theſe troubles 
inthe kingdome, happened many quarrels berweene the faCtions of Guelfiand Ghi- 
bilmi, the one being fauoured by the Popes Legare, and the other by Ezelins, who 
__ poſſeſſed welneare all Lombardy, onthe other (ide ofthe riuer Po. And becauſe inthis - 
The demth of WAIte, / the citicof Padonarebelled, Z zelino put to dearth rwelue thouſand Cittizens 
Ezcline. = thereof,and he himſelfe before the end of the warre, being thenthirtie yeares of 
 _ was laine. Afterhis death,alltherownes by him poſſeſſed becamefree. cM 
king of Napoli, according tothe cuſtome of his aunceſtors,, continued enemie rq 
Pope Veba- the church, holding the Pope ( called 77bans quarts ) in continualtdiſtreſſe;inſo 
00 4. much as the wk, 01g the Creciata againſt him ; which done, heewene 
vnto Perugia, Where hee remained, aſpeQiing his ſouldiers . Who ( comming 
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thither ſlowly and inſmallnumbers) thought thatto vanquiſh Marfred:, thoſe for- 
ces were not ſufficient. Hetheretfore praicd aidein Fraxce, ot Carlo Duke of Anzio, 
brotherto king Lodowico, creating him king of Siczlie, and Napoli, deliring himto 
come into /taly, & take poſſeſsion ot thoſe kingdomes. But before Carlo could come 


to Rome,that Pope died,and __— quartocleced. In whoſerime,Carlowiththir- adn 
tie gallics cameto 0#4a,appuinting thereſt of hisarmy to march thither by land. Du- 


ring his aboad in Reme,the Romanes to honour him , made him a Senator of Rome, 
= the Pope inueſted him in the kingdome, with condition he ſhould paie yearely 
tiftie thouſand florines tothe church, The Popeallo decreed, that neither Carlo,nor 
none of his ſuccefſours 1a that kingdome,ſhouldeuer be elected Emperours. Carle 
then went on in his 1ourny againſt cACanfredj, whom he vanquiſhed and (lew,neare 
to Benenento,, whereby hee poſſeſſed $1c1/14, and the kingdome. Notwithſtanding 
Curradino, towhome by teſtament of his father that kingdomeapperteined, afſem- 
bling great forces in Germany , came into /taly againſt Carlo, and tought with him at 
T agliacoz20, Where he was ouerthrowne; and being diſguiſed; fled: yer afterwards 


was taken, and ſlaine. - /ta/y then continued quiet, tilltheraigne of UH driano quin- pope Adri- 


to, at which time, Car/odwelling in Rome , and gouerning there by the office of Se- 209 5. 


natour, the Papa could not endure his authorme , and therefore vvent to inhabit ar 
V iterbo : from the 


ace he ſent vntG RidoſphotheEmperour, deliring himtocome into +4. tics 


Italy againſt Carlo, Thus the Popes ſometimes tor loue of religion, and ſometimes of Popes, 


for their owneambition, ceaſed not to call into /talynewe men, and ſtirrevpnewe} y 4 


warres. For ſo ſvone as any prince was by them mademightie, repenting the ſame, 
they practiſed his ouenthrow, Neither would they ſuffer that amie ſhould poſſeſſe 
that Conmrey , which themſclues (through their weakeneſle) could not. Yer 
did the Princes alwaies feare them ,, becauſe either by fighting or flying, they 
prevailed : if they were not by ſome practiſe ed, as was Bonifacio otta- 
#0, and ſome others who were taken by. colour ot friendſhip, which the Em- 
perours to them pretended , Kido!pho came not into 1taly, beeing withhol- 


den with his warres againſt the King of Bohemya. In the meanetime dicd Adria- pope Aarti” 


ruyne 


no, and in his place was created Nicholas tertio , deſcended ofthe houſe of 0r/inj, a 10 3- 


man verie boldeand ambitious, Hee by all meanes poſsible ſought rodiminiſhthe 
authoritie of Carlo : anddeuiſed thar the ſhould complaine;thar 
Carlo mainteined a gouernour in T oſcaxa 11 fauour ot the Guelfi. Carlo gauecredite 
vntothe Emperour,, andreuoked thence his gouernour. And the Pope forthwith 


ſentthither oneof hisnephewes a Cardinall , to begouernour for the Empire. So 


that the Emperour forthis honor done vnto him bythe Pope,reſtored Romagna vn- 
rothe Church, which by his aunceſtors had benetaken away. The Popethencrea- 
ted Bertoldo Orſino, Duke of Romagna, And imagining him tphtieinoughto 
ſhewe his face to Carlos, tooke from him the office of Senatour : arid made a decree 

that nomandeſcended of royall race, ſhould after poſſeſſethat dignitie. He hiad al- 
ſodeuiſedto take Sicilia from Carlo, and practiſed with Piero king of Aragon: which 
practiſeinthetime of his ſucceſſour tooke effe, He intended moreouer, to'make 
twonew kings of his owne houſe,the one in Lombardy,the other in Tuſcan : whole 
powers might defend the church, both from the Germaines that wouldartempt to 
come into /taly, and fromthe French men , who werealreadicin Napols. Butwith 
this determination, hedied. And wasthe fir hat openly manifeſted his own 
ambition; praviling (vnder colourto makethechurch great)tohonour and enrich 
his owne kindred. For as beforethis time, nomention was made of the aduance- 


ment of Popes kinsfolkes or poſteritie,ſo afterwards, euery hiſtorie doth ſhew,that 


the Popes haue ſtudicd for nothing more , then —_ ro aduancetheir owne _ 
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And as heretoforethey haue laboured ro makethem princes , ſo (if it were intheir 
-power) they would now procurethe Papacy to be heritable. Yet true it is, that hi- 
therto all principalities by them erected, haue had no long being, torſo ſoone as that 
Pope(who ordeined their aduancement) did taile;the honour ot the perion aduan- 
Pope vartino ced, decaied with him. T hen Martimotertio became Pope,who being a French man, 


fauoured Carlo, and in his aide, fent louldicrs vnto Komagna which thenrebelled. 
And his campe being before Furly,Guido Bonati (a man learned in Aſtrologie Jperiwa- 
ded the people, that io ſoone as hee gave them atoken, they ſhould preſently aflaulr 
their enemies, which they did, & inthat victory,althe French me weretake & ſlain. 
About this time, the praQtiſe of Nzcolaotertio with PieroKing of Aragon, was put in 
execution. By meanes whereot, the people of Sicilia murthered all the F men 
that could be tound inthat Iland : which done, King Piero rooke poſlefsion, alled- 
ging, that hauing married Go#anzadaughter of Manfredi, that country to him ap- 
ncined.Carlo ing for a new war to recouer his loſſe,died:leauing one ſonne 
called Carlothe 06.47 Who being taken priſoner inthe war of Sici{14,and deſirous 
of libertic, promiſed torerurneto prilon,it withinthree yeares he could not obteine 
of the Pope, that the houſe of Aragon ſhould be inueſted tothe kingdome of Sicilia, 
Ridolpho the Emperour, intending to have come into /taly,and recouered therepura- 
tion ofthe Empire,camenot, but ſent thither anEmbaſſador with authoritieto giue 
freedome to all thoſecities, which would buy the ſameat his hands : as many did, & 
withtheirlibertic, chaunged alſo their maner of lining, Then ſucceeded to the Em- 
ire A of Saſſonia, & tothe Papacy Pietro Marone, named Pope Rome who 
being an Hermitand full ofdeuotion, within ſeuen moneths re{ignedthe Papacy, 
and Bonifacio Off auo was elected. The heauens knowing a time would cortie, when 
Italy ſhould be delinered,both from the French men and Almaines, & that the coun- 
try might berecouered wholy in poſleſsion of Italians,tothe end the Pope failing of 
ſtraungers,might not be ableto hold his reputation, cauſed two mightie families to 
ariſein Rome. 1 he onecalled ore ane other Colonni: whoſe power and neareneſſe, 
might keepdownethe Popes trom aſpiring. The Pope Bonifacio awarerherof,prac- 
tiſedto extirpatethe Colonn:, % did forthat purpoſenot onely excommunicatethem, 
buralſo againſt them publiſhed the Crociats, W hich proceeding, although it ſome- 
what offended them, yet did it much more offend the church: becauſe thoſe fiyords 
whiich indefence of the faith had vertuouſly preuailed , being employed for priuate 
ambition againſt the Chriſtians, became blunt: and ſothe Popes defiretoenforcerthe 
minds of others, wrought acontrary effect, and by litle & litlediſarmed themſelues. 
This Popedid alſo depoſe two Cardinals of that houſe of Colonna, and the chiefe of 
them called Scand Ailgniled himſelfe,and fled. Afterwards being taken by Pirates, 
was made aflauein a galley, til arrived at Marſilia,was there by fortune knowne, re- 
deemed,and ſent into Fraxceto King Philippo,who had bene excommunicare, & de- 
priued of his —_—_— by Bonifacio, Philippo conſidering with himſelfe,thatro'make 
warres withthe Pope,cither he was not ſtrong inough, or ſhould therin adnenture 
gren dangers:dererminedto workeby praCtiſe, & pretending toprocure peacewirh 
e Pope,ſent ſecretly Scrarrainto Ttaly,who being come to Anaenia,wheretheP 

then was,withthe aide of friends inthe night tooke him. And albeit the people of 
that rowne did ſhortly afterdeliverhim, yet of verie melancholly and forrovv, the 
” diſtraught ofhis vvits,died. This Bonifacio vvas hethat ordeined the 1ubilie, 
inthe yeare 1300. andcommanded that euery hundreth yeare, the ſame ſhould beſo 
f6lemnized. Afterthattime happened many troubles betvveenerthe fations of Guelff 
& Ghibellini. And by reaſon that Italy vvas abandoned by the Emperors, many towns 
became free, and many others by tyrants poſſeſſed. Pope Benedettoreſtored the Har 


to 
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tothe Cardinals Coloneſi,and abſolued Philippothe French King, To him ſucceeded , 

Clemente quinto,vvho being a French man,remoued his court into Fraxcein the year wen 5. 

1306, iacematetits Carlothe ſecond King of Napol;,died.To that kingdom ſuc- 

ceeded Robarto his ſonne : and tothe Empire, Arrigo of Lucemburgh : who norwith- 

ſtanding theabſence of the Pope from Rome, vvent thitherto be crowned. By meane 

of that tourney,grevv many troubles in Zowbardy, becauſe all thoſethat had bene ba- 

niſhed, cither Guelf or Ghibellini vvere admired to returneto their townes, and there 

being,made ſo great samong themſelues,as the Emperour vvith all his pow- 

er could not e. TheEmperourthen departed from Lombardyto Genona, and ſo 

to Piſa,vvhere he practiſed totakeT oſcanatromtheking Robarto, But hauing no ſuc- 

ceſſe,vvent on to Kome,where he remained not long, being driven out by the Or ſin, 

and the friends of king Robarto. Then returned heto Piſa, vvhere he deniiſed (for his 

better proceeding inthe vvars of Toſcana,andtheratheralſororemooueking Robar- 

to from his gouernment)that Frederigo king of Sicilia ſhould aſſault thoſe countries, 

But at ſuch time, as hee hoped at one inſtant) to performe both thoſe enterpriſes, he 
died : and Lodowtco of Baniera,was choſen Emperour, Inthis meane ſpace, was crea- - 
1 ted Growann 22.In whoſe dayes the RR ceaſed notto perſecutethe Guelf,, and Pope loba na, 

thechurch which vvas chiefly defended by king Robarto,and the Florentines,Wher- 

of grew great vvarre in Lombardy,by the / 1/cont1,againſt the Guelf,and in T oſcana,by 
; Caitruccio of Lucca, againſtthe Florentines, And becauſe the family of Yiſconti, vvas 
| that vvhich begannethe Dukedome of Mlan(one of the five principallities that go- 
uerned 1taly) I thinkegood more atlarge hereafter to intreate of them. Aftertharthe 

league of thecities of Lombardy vvas concluded , (as hath bene beforeſaid) and they 

reſolued to defend themſelues from — Barbaroſſa : Milan alſo being repaired of 

theruines, conſpired vviththole cities of the league, to bereuenged of tormer inin- 

ries. Which league brideled Barbaroſſa,and fora time gauecountenancetothefatti- 

on of the church then in Zombardy.During theſe vvarres,the houſe of Torregrevy to 

great reputation, ſo long asthe Emperours had inthat country ſmall authoriie, Bur 

vvhen Federigo theſecond,vvas come into 7taly,and the Ghibellni (through the he! 

of Ezelino)became ſtrong, the humour of Ghibilini ſprung vpin every citie, arid the 

houſe of Yi/conti,raking part with that faCti6,chaſed out of Milan the family of T or- 

re: yer were they not long out, but by meane of a peace concluded berwixrthe Em- 

perour and the Pope, hee with his Court beeing in Fraxce, and Arrige of Lacimburg 

oing to Rome forthe Crowne, wasreceiued into Milan, by MaffeoV1ſconti,and Cur- 

- ll Torre, who atrhat time were chiefe of thoſe houſes : yet Maffeo intending by 

helpeof the Emperour todriue Guido out of the Citic, and ſuppoſing tharenterpriſe 

the morelikely, becauſe Guido was in faCtion contrary to the Empire: heetooke oc- 
calionvponthe complaints of the people againſt the euil demeanor ofthe Germains, 
fitypefwatingwal ing euery manto take Armes, and deliuerthemſelues | 
from theſeruitude of that nation. And when allthings were madeready, A proGiiſe of 
hecauſcda ſecretminiſter of histo mooueatumult. Wherear, allthe peoplerooke "atone 
Armes againſt thename of Germany, and Maffeowith his ſonnes and followers, fud- kiuſe of Tor- 
deinly armed,went to Arrigo, letting him vnderſtand,thatthis rnmult proceeded fr *<- 
thoſe of the houſe of Torre : whonorcontented to live prinatein Mzlan,tooke occa- 
ſionroſpoyle him, gratifiethe Guelf of /taly,and make mane we free of that ci- 
tie. Notwithſtanding, hee —_— the Emperourtobe of good cheare, for they 
and their followers would in euery reſpe ſaue and defend him" 4rrigobeleened all 


that which A affeo had ſpoken, & ioyning his forces with the i/conti,affailed thoſe 

Della Torre. Who beeing diſperſed in diuerſe places of theCitriero appeaſerhe tu- : 

mult,ſo many ofthem as could befound wereſlaine,and the reſt ſpoyled &ſent into 
Italy. 


Thc meane 
how che Vil- 


Conti alpucd 


tw be Dakes 


«: Milan, 
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Italy. Maffee V iſconti,thus made (as it were) prince of Milan, had dinerſe fonnee,tl:2 
chiete of them were called Galiazzo , and Azo: and after them, Luchizo & Gionai:ni, 
Giouanni became Archbiſt op of that Cie, and of Zuchizo whodied belore him) re- 
mained Farnabo,and Galiazzocalled Conte de Vertu. Heater the death otthe Archbi- 
ſ{hop,killed Barna%s his vncle, and fo became onely prince of M:lan,and was thefirſt 
that had thetitle of Duke. Ot him delcended Ph:lippo & Gionan Mariargilowho be- 
ing {ſaine by the pevpic of 317/an, theſtareremained onely ro Ph1l;ppo,and he having 
no heires male,the Lukedome was tranf{lared trom the houſe of Y:{cont; tothe Sfor- 
27, as (hall be hereafterdeclared. But roretnirneto our matter, Lodouicothe Empe- 
rour to giuereputationto his faction,and take the Crowne,came into /ta/,and be- 
ing arrived at 4ilan,rothe end he might leauy mony of the Milaneſi, offred ro make 
them tree, and tor proote thereof impriſoned theY1iſconti. Afterwards,by mediation 
of Caitruccio of Lucea,deliuered them,and wentro Rome. T henthe more calily to di- 
ſturbe /raly, he made Piero de ta Coruara, Artipope : by whoſe authoritieand the force 
of Viſconti,he hoped to keepe downethe contrary faCtion,both in T oſcar and Lom- 
bardy, But Caitruccrorthen died, which wasthe cauſe of his ruine : for Piſa and” Lucca 
preſently rebelled. And the P:ſani ſent the Antipope priſoner to the Pope, the remai- 
ning in Fraxce. Wherenponthe Emperour diſpairing of his enterpriſe in /taly, rerur- 


 nedto Germany. Soſoone as he was gone,Gionanni king of Bohemia, came into 1taly, 


Boomin called called thither by the Ghibilini of Breſcia, and poſſeſſed 


anty lealy, 


The 
of Viaacgia. 


at Citie, with one other cal- 
led Bergamo, foraſmuch as the comming of this king was with conſent of the 
Pope(although hee fained the contrarie) the Legare of Bologna fauoured him : ima- 
gining,for that cauſe the Emperour would no more returne into /taly,by whoſede- 
parturetheace,the country was greatly altered. The Florentimes andthe king Robar- 
to, (ecing that the Legate fauoured the enterpriſe of the Gh1b1/ini, became enemiesto 
all thoſetharthe Legate and the king of Bohemiafatioured * againſt whom (vithour 
reſpeCt of Guelfi or Ghubilini ) many princes itoyned, Among them were the /1ſcontr, 
the family of La Scala Filippino Gonzaga of Mantona, the houſe of Carrara, and Eſte: 
wheruponthe Popedid excommunicate them all.The king for feare of this league, 
went hometo aſſemble more forces, & returned with the into /taly,& had (though 
hardly) the vitorie, and then(though with diſpleaſure ofthe Legate) returned to 
Bohemua, leaving onely Reggio,and Mofena,manned : recommending Parmato Mar- 
filio and Pierode Roſsi,yyho were inthat citicof moſt power. He being gone, Bologna 
reuolted tothe league, and dinided among them, foure Cities apperteining tothe 
church : allotting Parmato the houſe of Scala, Reggioto Gonzaga, Molenato Eite,and 
Luccatothe Floremtines, During the conqueſt oftheſe Ciries.grew great warres, but 
they verechiefly by the eretians,compounded. It may perhaps bethought ſtrange, 
that among ſo many accidents of /taly, | have omirted to fpeake ofthe /rnerunscom- 
mon weale, being forthe order and power thereof, to be prefetred before eueric 0- 
ther principallitie. To fatisfiethat admiration,the cauſethereoſbeing knowne, I wil 
looke backwardtotime long ſince paſſed : and declare what beginning that Cittie 
had. King Attila at ſuch timeas he belieged Aqvilgieghe inhabitants of that towne 
(hauing long defended themſclues, & diſpairing)fled with their goods totherocks 
within the point of Mare Adriatico. The Padowani ſeeing the fireat hand,and fearing 
that 4quilegia being wonne , Artzla would aſſault them ; carried all their moueables 
of moſt value into the ſame ſea, toa place there called Rixoalto: whither they alſo ſent 
their wines,children, and aged men, leauing the youth to defend the citie. Aqulegia 
being taken, Attila defaced Padoua, Monſelice;Y icenza,and Verona. The Padonaniand 
th <chickoft e others, ſeared themſelnes inthe mariſhes about Rinoa/to. Likewiſe 
Ul the people of thar prouince (which vvas aunciently called Yexetia) vveredriuen 
| | ; . out 
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out by the ſame misfortune, did alſo fliethither, Thus conſtrained by necefsitie,they 


faireand fertile countries,to inhabitthele ſteril and paludious places void 
ofall c6moditie. And yet, becauſe great gumbers of people wereat one inſtant come 
thither,they madethat place not onely habitable, but alſo pleaſant: ordeining among 
themſelues lawes and orders, which amidſt ſogreat ruines of /taly, they obſerued ; 
and within ſhort ſpace encreaſcd in torceand reputation. For beſides the inhabitants 
aforeſaid, many otthe cities of Lombardy(chiefly thoſethat teared thecruelty of their 
king Clef )fed thither, which was no ſmall encreaſeto that citie. Sothat in thetime 
of Pipino king of France, when at the requeſt of the Pope, he cameto drive the Zom- 
bardz out of 1taly,, it was agreed in Capitulations, berwixt him and the Emperour of 
Grecia,that the Duke of Benenentoand the Yeretians,(hould be ſubiects neither to the 
onenor the other, but among themſclues enioy libertie. Moreoner,conlidering that 
as neceſcitic had driven them todwell within the water, ſoit bchoucd them without 
helpe of the firmeland,to ſecke meanes wherby they might procure their own live- 
lihood.For which purpoſethey made og & gallies, & withthem failed through- 
out the world, and filled their citic with ſundry forts of marchandiſe, whereof other 
men hauing neceſsitie,required free acceſſe vntothem. At that time and many yeares 
after, the Yenetians thought not vppon other dominions, then thoſe wherethe traf- 
fique of their marchandile might ately.arriue. T henthey wan divers hanens in Gre- 
cia, Soria, and inthe paſſages thatthe French men made in 4ſia: becauſe they often- 
times imploying the Yeret1an ſhippes, appointed vntothem, (as a reward) the Ile of 
Candia, While inthis eſtate and order they lined, their name by ſea was terrible, and 
vpon the firme land of /taly venerable. - Sothat in all comroneriies that happened, 
they were(for the moſt part) arbitrators: as inc6trouerſies which roſe inthe league, 
by reaſon of thoſe cities whichthey had diuided amongſtrhem. For that controuer- 
ſie being recommended tothe enetians,they ordered Bar Bargamo & Breſcia ſhould 
appertainetotheYiſconti. But in proceſle of time hauing conquered Patona, F jcen- 
2dzT riuig,Y erona, Bargamo, Breſcia,with diverſe cities inthe kingdom,and Xomagra, 
(entiſed with deſire of gouernmemt)they arteined ſo great an opinion of power and 
reputati6,that not only ofthe princes of /taly,but alſo of the kings bey6dthe moun- 
raines they became feared, Wherupon thoſe princes conſpiring togither,tooke from 
them in oneday, all the ſtates and countries vvhich they in many yeares, and vvith 
infinite expences had gained. And though intheſe late times they hauerecouered 
port yet not recouering their forces and reputation, do(likeall other princes of 7ta- 
ly ) remaineatthedenotion anddiſcretionof others. Now was Benedetto 12.cometo ,,,.. 
the Papacy , who ſeeing himſelfe driven out of /taly,and fearing that the Emperour vope Bene- 
Lodourco (hould become Lord thereof, determinedto make all =T his friends, who ny mg 
had vfurped the rownes which the Emperour poſſeſſed . Tothe end, thatthereby Fraperour, 
they ſhould haue cauſeto feare theEmpire, and ioyne with him inthe defence of 7- 

taly.For the more aſſurance of this attempt, he madea decree,that all tyrants of Zows- 

bardy ſhould by iuſttitle poſſeſſetherownes by them vſurped. Butthe Popepreſent- 

ly vponthis grant;died,and Clemente ſoxts,cletted in his place. TheEmperour then Ty. rope. 
ſeeing with what liberalitiethe Pope had giuen —_— bel6ging tothe Empire, rows decree 
determined robenoleſſeliberall otthe Popes goods,thenthe Pope had bene of his: wer oo 
and therefore gaue freely all lands belonging to the church , which any tyrant had 
vſnrped;and they ro hold them, by authoritic imperiall. By meane whereof,Galiotto 
Malateſt1and his brethren became Lords of Rmino, Peſaro,S Fano. Anthonio di Moy- 

tefeltro of la Marca and V rbin : Gentile d1V arano of Camerino. Guido di Polenta of Ra- 

wenna. Sinibaldo Ordalaffi of Furli, and Ceſena: Giouanni Manfredi of Faenzs', Lodowiro 
Alideſi,of Imola.Belides theſe, many others poſſeſſed rowns bel6ging tothe church: 
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ſoas fevy remained out of the handsof one Prince vr other, v1 hich vvasthecuile 
thatthe Church (rillthecomming of Aliſfand: 06.) vvas holden dovvnce& vveake; 
but he vviththeruine oftheſle Lords or their poſterimie, reſtored thefame, Arfuch 
timeastheEmperor madethis grant, heremained at T rexto, & ſeemed as thogh he 
vvould paſſe from thence imo /raly; wherby grevv many warres in Lombardy: & by 
that occaſi6,the iſco: became Lords of P.arma. Thendicd king Kobarts of Napol; 


of vvhomremained only rvvogrand children, vvomen, begonen by Calo his Son, 
vvholong betore vvas dead; bequearhing his kingdomto the elder otthem,called 


Giovanna Q. Grouanna,yvhom he vvilled to marrie vvith Andreafonne tothe K.ot/ngaiahisne- 


oi Napl:s, 


Nichclo di 
Loreuz 3. 


Franceſco 
Baroccy il. 


phevv. This Andreacontinued not long her husband, but was by her murdred, & 
the marricd anevvtoa brother in lavv of his,called&Zodomco prince of T arranto. Bur 
K. Lodowico brother to Andrea,torenenge his death, came vvith Forces into taly, & 
draueche Q,Gionama vvith her husband out ofthe kingdom:Aboutthis time hap- 
ned in Romeathing very memorable,vvhich vvas,that one called Nichols di Lorenzs 
Chancellor inthe Camprdell,drauethe Senarors out of Kome,& made himſelf(vnder 
title of Tribuno) chiefe of the Romane Common vveale: reducing the ſame intothe 
ancient forme of gouernment, vvith ſo great reputation of iuſtice & vertue, asnor 
only thetovvnesnere hand,bur alſoal 7ralyſent tmbaſladors vato him. Whereby, 
theancientprouinces,ſeeing Komereſtored , looked vp; and ſome of them moued 
vvith feare, and ſome vvith hope, honoured him. But Nxbelo (notvvithſtandin 

ſo great authoritie, intheb w—__ of this action,abandoned himſelte ; arid dif: 
pairing (as it ſeemeth)to wy TE o great an enterpriſe, not being inforced by any 
man,ſecretly fled, and vvent toKing Carlo of Bohemia: vvho by order of the pope 
(indeſpite of odouicoof Banieria, eleQed Emperour) apprehended Nicholo, & ſenr 
himtothe Popepriſoner, A vvhileatter,(as it vveretoimitatethis Nicholo)another 
man called Frae{co Barocegli, (urprized the T ribunate,and drauethence the Sena- 
rors. Vpon vvhich accident, the Pope (therather to repreſiethardilorder) tooke 
Nicholoout of priſon, reſtored himrothe Tribuneſhip, & ſent himto Kowe, Nichols 
therearriued, exerciſedthe office, and put Fraxceſcotodeath.But the Colonneſibee- 
ing enemies to V;cholo, (hotly after killed himallo, & reſtoredthe Senators to their 


Q.Gioaunna places, Inthe meanerime,the King of /xgaria hauing depoſed the Queene Gionan- 


dcpoled, 


Pope Inno- 


#4,returnedto his Kingdome. The Popeliking better the neighborhood of the 
Queenethan of that King, found meanes that he vvas pleaſed toreſtore the King: 
dome: vpon condition,thar the Queenes hasband ſhould content himlelte vvir 

the title of Tarramo,and not be called King, The yeare 1359. being come,the Pope 
thought good thatthe Giabilro erected by Pope Bontfaciooetawom the end of cue- 
ric hundred yeare, might be reducedto fiſtic yeare, and made aDecree,that after- 
vvards ſo it ſhould be. The Komanesreceauing the ſameas abenefit, vvere content 
the ſhould ſend to Kome foure Cardinalls toreſormethe ſtate of that Citric, & 
make Senatorsthere, thoſe, whom himſelte thought good. The Popeallo proclay- 
med Lodouro of Tarranto King of Naps/::tor which fanor,theQueen Giouanna gaue 
vntotheChurchthe Citic of A«12xion, which was her patrimony. By this time Lu- 
chino V iſtonti was dead, wherby Gionann Archbiſhop of Milan remained only Lord 
ofthar ſtare, who made many warres vpon T 9{caza, & other countrics his neighbors 
and therby became ———_——— After his death ſucceeded Barnabo & Galiaz 20 
his nephewes : but within pace Galiazzodied, leauing one ſonne called Gionar 
Galiazz0,who dinided that State with Barnabo. At thistime Carlo K. of Bohemia was 
Emperor,and 1»necentio 6. Pope; who ſent into /taly Cardinall Egjaio, by Nationa 


ſex. Spaniard,who with his vertuerecouered great repnrationto the Church, not onely 
in Romagna & Rome, but alſothroughout al /taly, He reſtored ay: byt the 
Archbiſhop 
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Archbiſhop of Aillan : he conſtrained the Romanesto receaue one Strangerto bee a 
Senator, who yearely ſhould beſent by the Pope: he made honourable compoliti- 
on withthe Yi/conts : he vanquiſhed and tooke priſoner 79hn Agutoan Engliſh-man, 
- who with foure thoufand ot his owne Nation ſerued in 7 oſcane to the ayde of the 


" Ghibelini, V rbanoquintobeing cometothe Papacie,and vnderftanding of ſo manic Pope V:14- 
Victories, determined to viſite /talyand Rome: whether alſo came Carlo theEmpe- ©*+ 


rour ; who (aftera few months) wenttotheKingdome, and the Popeto A ngri- 
on. Vrbatobcing dead, Gregorio duodecimo was created : and becauſe then died the 
Cardinall Eei4io, Italy was returned to trouble, occaſioned by the Townes confe- 
derate againſt the Yiſcontr, \Vherevpon the Popeſent firſt a Legate into /raly with 
ſixethouſand Brittames, after in re, followed himſelfe, and ſetled the Court in 


Rome, inthe yeare 1376. which had continued fromthence in Frauxce71.yeares. At- The Papal 
terthe death of this Pope, was created /rbano ſexto. Shortly after at Fonds, ten'Car- comeretur- 


dinals (who faid Yrbanowas not well choſen) elected Clemente ofFano, Then the 
Genoneſi (who diners yeares had lined vnder gouernment of the Yiſconti) rebelled. 
Berwixt them and the Yerctrans (for the Iland called Tenedo) grew Warres of great 


imporrance, and deuidedall /taly. In theſe Warres was great Shot and Arillaric Great artille- 
firlt ſcene, as Inſtruments then newly deuiſed by the Ahmaimes. And albeit the Ge- 7 ff viedin 


#012 had for atime inthis Warretheaduanage, anddiuers moneths beſieged Ye- 
nice, yet inthe end the Venretians had the berter, and by mediation of the Pope made 
peace, inthe yeare 1381, Then chauncedaſchiſmeinthe Church, and Qucene Gis- 
ware favored the Antipope: for which cauſe, Yrbanopraftiſed anenterpriſe againſt 
her, and fent Car/o Purez29 (deſcended of the Kingsof Napol;) intothe Kingdome; 
whotherearriued, poſſeſſed himſelfe, and forced the Queene to flyc vnto wore: 
TheFrenchKing therewith offended, ſent Lodouico de Angio into 1taly, to Tecouer 
the Kingdome forthe Queene, remoouethe Pope Y7bans,and put the Antipope in- 
to poſleſsion : but Lodonicointhe midſt of this enterprice died, and his Sonldiers re- 
rurned into Fraunce, ThePopein themeane while, went vnto V.p9/7, where hee 
impriſoned nine Cardinals, for hauing followed the faQtion of Frazce, and the An- 
__ Thardone, hequarelled vvith the king, fornot having madeanepheyy of 
his Prince of Capoxa : yet faining not toforce much thereof,delired to haue Nocera 
for his dvvelling,vvhereaftervvards he aſſembled great forces,and praftiſedtode- 

methe king. (The king then marching tovvards him,) the Popetarried nor, bur 
hed toGenoua, vvhere he executed thoſe Cardinals vvhom he had before impriſo- 
ned. Fromthence he vventto Rome, and theretogine himſelfereputation,create& 
28.Cardinals. Atthistime vvent Carloking of Napolito Yngaria, and vvas created 
my , and ſhortly afterſlaine: hauing left in Napol his vvite vvith tvvochildren, 

;/lao and Growanna. Atthis time allo,GiguanniGaliazzo Viſconti, had murdered Bar- 
nabo his vncle, & taken into his hands the ſtate of Milan. And not content vviththe 
Dukedome of all Zombardy, he ſought to be alſo Lord of Toſcana. But vvhen he ho- 
pedrohanetakenthepoſſeſsion, and becrovvned king of 1taly, died. Next vnto 
V roano ſexto, (acceeded Bonifacio nono. T hen died alſoin Avigmonthe Antipope Cle- 


mente ſeptimo. And in his place vvas eleCted Benedetto 12, Intheſedayes liued in 1taly Pope Pene- 
many ſouldiers of forreine nations, English men, Almains,and Brit ines: brought thi- deno 13. 


| therpantly by thoſe Princes vvho many times had ſerved in 7taly, and partly ſent by 
the Popes, vvhentheyremainedar Auignion, Againſttheſe people, the princes of 
Italy long time made vvarre -andat length Zodowico da Conioarole , vvho making a 
company of 7tal1ans, calling the ſame $.Grorgio, their vertue & diſciplinerookefrom 
the ſtranngers al! reputation, and bronght the ſametothe 7ralians : of vvhom ever 
afterthe princes of 7taly, inall their vvars vvereſerued. The Popeby reaſon of the 
controucrlle 


( 


_ 
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$61 comrouerſie betwixt him and the Romanes, went vm Sceſty, where heremainediiil 
#t the 1ubileo inthe yeare 1400, At whichtme the Kemares tor their profit were con- 
tent he thould returneto Rome, and alſo place there one Senator et his election : and 
1% therewith alſoto fortific the Caſtle of $..4xgels, Withthele conditions the Popere- 
S150 turned, andthe ratherto enrichthe Church, he ordained that cuerie Benchce talling 
T b | . m— - wid, ſhould pay the firſt frutes intothetreaſurc houſe. After the death 01 Grenan Galt- 
f : refccs taken 4229 Duke of Mlan,albeit he left two ſonnes called Gronanniariangeloand Phul:ppo,yet 
| 1 by the yope. His Countrey became diuided into manie parts. Andinthe troubles which there- 
j by heceanl, Giouanniariangelo was \laine, and Philzppotor a time remained priſoner 
7.7 inthe Caſtle of Pauia : yerby good fortune, and fauour of the Capraine, was (et at 
4 { | lIibertite, Among others that viurped the polleſsions of this Duke, was Guiielmo 
0:25 Della Scalla : who (being a baniſhed man) remained inthe hands of Fr.nce/code Car- 
I: # rara Lord of Padoaa; through whom he recouered the State of Yeron:, which hee 
$4; \ enioyed not long, becauſe Franceſco procured himto be poiſoned, and (urprized the 
11 Cittie, Thereuppon the Yicentim: (hauing liued rm vnder the enligneof the 
BY Viſconti, and fearing the greatnes of Frameſes) yeeldedtheir obedience to theVene- 
| 1 | trans : who preſently ms armes againſt the Lord of Padoua, and hrſt depriued him 
| of Verona, and afterwards wanthe Cine of Padoxa. Inthe meane (pace dicd 50- 
$50 | pope Inno. ay facio, and Innocentio ſeptimo was elected Pope : ro whom the people of Zoe pre- 


V enrre, and Cregorioto Luca where they practiled manie marters, but nothing rooke 
effect ; ſothat . Cardina!s (both o:the one and the other Pope) did foriakethem. 

Pope Benedetto went into Sparne, and Cregorioto Rimini. The Cardinals onthe 0- 

ther part , wichthe fanour of Baldaſarre Cofſa Cardinall and Legate of Bologna, or- 
K.Ladiſlaode» dained a Councell at Piſa, wherethey created A/iſſandro quinto,whodid excommu- 
hope nicate LadrNao, gining that Kingdometo Zuigi de Angio : andthen with the aide of 
| * the Florentmes, Cenouefi, and Venetians, rogither with 34/{a/-7 Cofſa Legare, aſlanlted 
Lidiflao, and tocke from him Rome, Butinthe heatc of this warre died Aliſſanare, 

and Baldafer Coſi was elected,ca!ling himlelte Croat wiceſs;mme tertio. He depaning 


$i; cenmw7* fentedanhumblerequeſt; deſiring it might pleaſe his Holines rodeliuer into theyr 
kh4#7 / hands the Fortreſſes, and reſtore them to their libertie : which {ure the Popedenied. 
( | = Thepeople then praied aid of LadſlaoKing of Napoli; yer atterwards failing to a- 
15% greement, the &, 2 returned to Kome , being fled fromthencetor feare of thepeo- 
Fo. ple, and remained at Yiterbo, where he had created a nephew of his to bee Farle of 
TY 14 M:iria ; which done, hee ſhortly after died, and © regor1o inoderimoas created 
Þ] Pope : with condition, that hee ſhouldreiignethe Papacie, whenſocuer the Amti- 
wry popedid the like. By perſwalion of the Ca:dinals, imendingto makeproofe, 
xt whether the Church could bee reunited or not ; B-nedetto Antipope came t Ports 


2 from Bologna (becing there made Pope) went trom thenceto Rome, and there met 
us | Lrig1de- Angio, comethither with a Nauie from Prozenza. Then preſently they 
Th aſſaiilted Ladr/uo, and overthrew him : yet throughthedefault of their Leaders,the 
'þ victoriewas not followed ; by meanes whereof, within ſhort ſpace after, the King 
T recouered an Armie, and _=_ lurprized Rome, The Popethen fledto Bologna, 
#14 5 and Luigitotheprouince. The Pope imagining how he might diminiſhthegreat- 
 - nes ot Ladiſlao, tound meanes that Srgr/-monoKing of Vngaria ould bechoſen Em- 

| f perour, perſwading himtocomeinto /taly ; which hedid,and met with the Pope ar 
4 Mantous, There they agreedto call a Councell generall,and thereinto reunitethe 
2} ' . Church: therather robecome ableto withſtand the force of their enemies. Ar 
"x Three popes that time werethree Popes, Gregorio, Bene1etto, and Cionamni,yvho madetheChurch 
7 atonetime. exceeding weake, and without reputation. The placeeletted for this Counce!l, 

| þ Was Coanza a Citic of Germanie. But comrarieto the expeCation of Giouanni, the 


death 
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death of Ladiſlas,remoued the oecalionof Councell : notwithſtanding, being alrea- 
die bound by promiſe, hee could not refuſe to goethither, Being artiued at Co#ax- 
£44 (ouerlate knowing this errour) he praCtiſedto flicthence, but was there ſtaied, 
putinpriſon, and conſtrained to relignethe _—_— Gregorioallo the other Anti- 
pope, by his meſſengerreligned. Zenedettothethird Antipope, refulingtoreſigne, 
was condemned for an heriticke,and being abandoned by his Cardinals, was inthe 
endenforcedtoreligne,: The Councell thencreated Colonna, whowas called 
Pope Martino quarts, And fothe Church, after fortie yeares of diuifion was vnited, 
having bene all that time inthe hands of diverſe Don Inthoſe dayes, (as hath 
bene beforeſaid) Philippe Viſconti, remained inthe Caſtle of Pania. But Fantimo Cane, 
who (during the troubles of Lombardy) poſſeſſed himſelie of Yercell;, A llifan- 
dria, Nouara T ortona, and had alſo gathered great riches, thendied. And not having 
anic heire, bequeathed his poſleſsions to Beatrice his wite ; deſiring his friendes to 
procure (he might be married to Philippe. By which marriage, Phil5ppo became po- 
tent, and recouered Milan, with all the tate of Lombardy. Afterwards, to declare 
himſelfe thankfullfor ſo.great a benefit, he accuſed Beatrice of adultetie, and put her 
rodeath. Thus atteined to bea Princemoſt mightie,he beganneto thinke vpgon the 
warres of Toſcana, before entended by his father Gionan Galiazzo, Ladiſlas King of 
Napoli, at his death , left vnto his liſter Giouazna, not onely the kingdome, butalſoa 
a great Armie,gouerned by wr pres Leaders of all /taly. Among the chiefe of 
whom , was rug Contignuola, in thoſe dayes a man of warre, ot ſingular re+ 


ation. The Queene (therather to eſchue a ſlaunder by one Pando!feilo aman 
he wy her ſelfe) trooketo husband Jacobo Della Marchia, who was deſcen- 
ded from 


French Kings , vponconditionthat hee would content himſelfe to be 
called Princeof Tarranto ; 20d ſulfer hertoenioy the kingdome, withthe gouern- 
ment thereof. Notwithſtanding, ſo ſooneas he arriued at Naples,the ſouldiers cal- 
ted him King , whereof great warres followed betwixt the wifeandthe husband : 


The Curch 
after tortic 4 
yeares dmif'. 
on,was vwted 


VVarre be. 


and ſometimes the one, & ſometimes the other, hadthe vpper hand, Butinthe end; rwixe Queene 


$ Giouanna, 


the Queene remained goucrnour of the ſtate,and afterwards became enemictothe and her hwſ- 
Pope. Therenpon Sforza intending todriue her to adiladuantage, and inforce her *** 


to be glad of him, contrarie toall expectation gaue vp hisenterteinment; by which 
meanes ſhe remained vtterly diſarmed,and not hauing other, fled for aide to Alfon- 
ſo King of Arragonand Sicilta,, adopring him her ſonne, and enterteined Braccia di 
Montone : who was in Armes no leſſeeſteemed, then was Sforza, & therwithall ene- 
mytothe Pope, for having ſurprized Perugia, with ſome other townes belonging to 
the church. Afterwards a peace was taken betweene her and the Pope. Thenthe 
King A{fon/odoubting leaſt ſhe wold entreat himas ſhe had intreated her husband) 
ſought ſecretly to poſleſſe the Fortreſſes. But ſhebeing ſubril, fortified her ſelf in the 
Caftleot Napoli.Suſpitionsthus growing in the minds ofthe oneand the other,they 
cameto fight, and theQueene withthe helpe of Sforza (who was returned to her 
ſeruice) vanquiſhed Afonſo : draue him out of Naples, deprived him of his adop- 
tion, and adopted Z 
who had folowed Alfonſo, & Sforzathat fauoured the 


de Angio.a- 


ico de Angio; whereof grew a great warre betwixt Braccio o4ouies 
Chaves, Inthe proceeding of goyced king 


theſe wars, Sforz a occaſioned to paſſe theriuer of Peſtara,was theredrowned:wher- vi Naples, 


by the Queene became again difarmed, & ſhould hauebenedriuen out of the king- 
dom,it Philippo Viſconti Duke of Mil had notenforced Alfonſo(proceeding on in his 
journey againſt the Qyeen)to be ſtaied. For hauing beſieged Aqwilathe Pope(ſup- 
$a 4 rearnes of Bracrcionatto be good forthe church)enterteined Frazeſcorhe 
of Sforza,againſt Braccio, at Aquilaſlew him, & ouerthrew his army.On the 

pan of Bracc10,0ddohis ſon was ſaued,fro who gs tooke Perngja, & leftro him 
M ontone: 
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M ontone+ yet ſhontlieaker, fighting ſor the Florentimsin Remagna, was there ſaine, 
Sorthen, ot all thelerhart with Braccei0, Nichols Precinino, remained of wok re- 
putation. Now becauſe wearecome with our hiſtory nearetothartime which tqe- 
rermined(and that the reſt which remainerh vnſpoken, importeth for the oſt part 
nothing elſe bur the wars whichthe Florentines 5. Yenetians had with Phrlippolnike 
of M:/an,which (hall alſo be diſcourſed hereatter,whenparticulerly we enreate of 
Florence) I will n x (peak more therof, bur briefiyreduceto memonie in what termes 
269 Þ Italy with the Princes and the ſouldiers of tholedaies remained, Among the princi- 
It 1 pall Rates, Queene Growanni 2. held the kingdom of Napolr, 74 Marca, Parrimonioand 
| K omagna. Part of the rownes tothele belonging, obeyedthechurch, & pant ofthem 
How Tat! wat ere vlurped by tirams,or their miniſters: as Farrara, Modena, Ut Reggioby the houſe 
| duaded Of Eite, Faenza by Manfred: ; Imola _ Alidofi , Furl by the Oraclafft : knmino and 
v2, Peſaroby the Malateiti;and Camerine bythe houſe of Yarane. The Provinces of Low 
Tot bardy, were pany gouerned by PhilippoDuke of Milan, and pantly by the Venetrans. 
_ Fer all thoſe that had therin any parniculer ſtates, were extirped (except the houſe of 
F'& Gonzag.)which gouerned ſtil at Aartoue. In T eeano,the greateſt princes thargoner. 
ÞZi ned,werethe Florentines: onely Luccaand Sera, lied with their lawes, Zucea vnder 
Gu:mici, Srena as abſolutely free, 1 he Genoxeſi, ſometimes in libertie,and omerime in 
ſeruituderothe houſe of France, or Yiſcont, were without reputation, and among 
the meaner Potentares accounted. For all the principall Lords and Potentates, were 
at thattime of their owne fubiectes viterly dilarmed. The Duke Phrlippolining at 
home,and not ſuffering himſelfeto be cence, his warres werealtogither direQted by 
miniſters. TheYeneriuns, ſo ſuone as they began to make werres by land, loſt all that 
gloriewhich before vponthe ſeathey had gotten. And (following the cyſtome of 
other /t.«1ans) by the direQtion of ſtrangers gouerned their warres, T he Popebe- 
jaga manof religion, and the QueeneG:0u.,m a woman, dd laie by their Armes : 
doing that for neceſsitie which others had done by election, The Florentines allo, to 
likeneceſstie yeelded : fortheir fundry ciuil diuiſions among themſelues,hadclear- 
ly extirped the Nobilitie, and leftthe Common wetleto be goterned by thoſe that 
had bene brought vpin marchandiſe, and were therby enforced toabidetheſortune 
of others. Thediſcipline of warrethen remained, only inthe poore Princes, & Gen- 
tlementhar wanted liuing ; and they not moued by any deſire of glorie, but rather 
to becomerich and aſſured, armed them(elues. They then being wel practiſed inthe 
warres (not hating any othertradetoline) ſought by the wars romakethemſclues 
ſtrong and honourable. Among this number for their value, moſtrenowned, were 
Carmegnuols, Friceſco Sforza, Nichols Piccmino,brought vp by Braccio, Agnolo della Per- 
gola, Lorenzo, and Aicbelletto Attenduly : T art ag/ia,GiacopaccioCecolino ds Parugia, Nie 
cholo dt T olentmo, GuidoT oreile, Antonio dal Ponte ad Hera, and others. Beſides them 
weretho'cgreat Lordes of whom [ haue alreadie ſpoken. And withthem , may be 
numbred the 0rfini, and Calonneſi, Barrons of Kome, with ſome other Gentlemen of 
thekingdome, and of Lombardy : who making a miſterie oran of the warre, had a- 
mong themſcluesa ſecret leagneand intelligence, whereby they protraQted the ſer- 
vice fortheir profit. Ando, the Princes for whom they ſerued, were on both ſides 
looſers. In concluſion, thewarres became ſo cowardlie , that anie ordinarie Cap- 
taine, haning in him bur a ſhadow of the auncient verrie, might (ro the admira- 
tion of all 7raly ) have vanquiſhed thoſe ſoldiers : who through ſmall wiſe- 
dome, and want of indgement) were much honoured. Of theſe idle Prin- 
ees, and of theſe moſt baſe and cowardlie ſon!diers, this mv Hiſtorie (þ all at 
large entreare. Bur firſt (as in the beginning I promiſed) it ſeemeth neceſfarie 
for me to returne backe , and tell the origine!! of Florence , letting eucrie man 
to 
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ro vnderſtand fully , what was the ftare of that Cittie inthoſe dayes + and by whar 
meanes amongſt (o many troubles happened in 7taly (during theſpace of athouſand 


The ende of the fir t Booke, 


yeares)the ſame hath ſtill continued. 


: 
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BOOKE 


1M ONG other great and maruellous orders of the auncient come 


| mon weales, & principallities(at thistimedecaied) wasthat wher- 
£21 by new Tovynes and Cities werefrom time totime builded, For 
I| there isnothing more worthie an excellent Prince,or well gouer» 
ued common weale,nor more profitableto any Country,thenthe 
w building vp ofnew Townes, where men may with commoditie, 
WWTs; fordeſence and tilladge, aſſemble themſelves : which thing thoſe 
people might calily do , hauing in cuſtome to ſend dwellers into ſuch Countries as 
wereeither vnpeopled,or conquered; which people, were inthoſedayes called Col- 
lonies, For beſides, that this order occalioned new Townes tobebuilt,theſamealſo 
did make the Country conquered,to be more aſſured tothe Conquerers thereof. Ir 
alſorepleniſhed the voyd places, and mainteined the people inſuch orders as they 
were planted : which wrought this effett, that men moſt commodiouſly inhabi- 
ting, did moſtmuluply.T hey werealſo in the offence of othersthe morereadie,and 
in defence of therſelues more aſſured, Thar cuſtome (being throughnegligence of 
common veates and Princes of this time, diſcontinued) doth occaſion the weake- 
neſſeand ruine of their Countries, becauſethar only maketh every gouernment afſu- 
red,and cuery Country (as is beforeſaid)plentifully inhabited. Theaflurance grow. 
eth,becauſe Co{/ories planted in any proumcenewly conquered, is(as it were)acaſtle 
and gard,to hold the ſame ia obedience. Beſides that, no country wel inhabited,can +4 
maintainethe inhabirants thereof , nor continuethemas they beplanted, withour 
that rule and order: for all places arenor plentifullor wholeſome, which is the cauſe 
that the people inthe one do abound and wanrinthe other.So as ifnomeane be,to 
rake away where is abundance, & ſupply where want is,that Country in ſhorr ſpace 
muſt of force be ruined ; becauſe the one partthereof, thronghthe ſmall number of 
inhabitams becommetrh deſolate,and the other being onercharged, oppreſſed with 
ponertie. And for that nature could not reformethisdiforder,it isnecellarie,that in- 
duftry ſhould doit. For vnwhoteſome Countries planted full of people, comming; 
thither allrogither,do-make the ſame healtktul,by reaſorrthar theri!ling of 7 ago 
doth alter the ſoyle ; and the fiers,do greatlypurgethe aire; which things narvre by 
herſelfe could nor, The experience thereof is ſcene by the Cirtie of Yenice ; ſeared 
ina p'abe paludious, and vowho!leſome; Norwithſtanding,, the aſſemblie of many 
jnhabitantscomethither at oneinſtant;did makethe ſame healthy inongh. P'ſalike- 
wiſe, throngh the contagion of the aire, was —_ repleniſhed; butwhen mn 
2 an 
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and the riversthereto belonging, were by the Saraſms deſtroy cd, it enforced the 
people (driuenfromtheir natiuecountrey) to flye thither, and make that place 
well inhabited, and ſtrong. This cuſtome of ſending Collomes being diſcominu- 
ed, istheoccalion that countreyes oguont are holden with more ditficultic; 
thoſe that be empric are not ſupplied, countreyesouer full are not disburthe- 
ned, whereby, manie parts of the world, and chiefly /taly, inreſpeQ of the anci- 
enttimes, arebecomedelarts. Thereaſon thereof is, thatthere hathnot bene, 
nor isnot in Princes, anicdelire of true glorie, norin Common-weales anic ordi- 
nancethat meriteth commendation. Inthe oldtime welſee,thatthrough vertue 
of theſe Collomes, Citties were often made new, and ſome others (alreadie begun) 
encreaſed : of which number wasthe Citric of Florence, begunne by the people of 
Fieſole, and inlarged by Collonies, Athing moſttrueit is (as Dante and 1ohnVillans 
hauewrinen) that the Cittic of Fieſole being ſet on thetop of a mountaine, to occa- 
ſiontheir marketsro beethe more frequented, and gine commoditieto thoſe thar 
with their merchandize would reſortthither, did giue order that they ſhould nor 
clime vpthe hill, bur ſtay inthe ns berwixt the foote ofthe mountaine, & the 
river Arno. Theſe markers (as | iudge) were occaſion of the firſt building inthar 
place. The merchants alſo being deſirous to haue ſtorehouſes commodious forthe 
receiving of wares, made buildings there, which intime became houſes of habi- 
tation. Afterwards, whenthe Romenes (haning vanquiſhed the Carthagineſi) had 
made /taly from forreine warres ſecure,in great numbers there they multiplied; for 
megdoo neuer ſeekethedefenceof ues,if by neceſsitiethey arenotincou- 
raged : and, as feare of warre doth conſtrainethem willingly to inhabit barren pla- 
ces and ſtrong, ſothar feare remooued, (allured with commoditie) more willing- 
ly they couet todwell in Countryes pleaſant and profitable. Theſecuritie whic 

intalyby reputation of the Roman common-weale, might occalionthenum- 
of the inhabitants tobeeſogrear, as made this place to become (as it were) in 
forme of a Towne, and was atthe beginning called Arnme. After thattime, cmuill 
Warres in Rome, firſt berweene A arroand Silla, then berwixt Ceſare and 
Pompeio, and at laſt berweenethe murtherers of Ceſar, and thoſe which 


tro 
revenge his death. It ſeemeth theretore, that firſt by Sz{la, and next b three 
Citizens of Rome (thatafter the made for Ceſar) divided the Empire, Co!- 


lonies wereſem to Freſole, whocither all, or part, did plant their dwellings in the 

ine neare vmtothe T owne alreadie : infomuch,as the ſame was much en- 
Feed, and ſo well repleniſhed with buildings, men, and other things neceſſarie 
for ciuill life, as it became to be umbred among the Cirties of /taly. Yer whence 


Vhereof the this name Firenze (ſhould be derined,diucrs men dodiuerſly hold opinion. Some 


nam: of Flo 
rence is dcri- 


ved. 


ſuppoſeit ſo called of Florins, one of thechicteof the Collomr, Others would not 
conlem that it was called Florenmtia at the beginning, but Flaentia, becauſe it was 
nearetheriuerof Ar»o,which flowerth. alledgethe authoriticof Plinny, 
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cauſe Plinny maketh on wherethe Florent ines were ſeared, not how they 
werecalled. Andthat word Flaentini muſt needes be corrupted, becauſe Fronting 
and CornelioT acito(who wrote almoſt inthe time of Plimry ) do call the Towne Flo- 


rentia,and the people Florentm ; forthat long ſince in thetime of T ibers ere 

cuſtome of other Cities in /taly. Cornelis atfo, 
tharhe MewuieeedhatateitwrodteBapocr range waters of 
Chiane might not diſcend vppontheir Countrie ; neither is it reaſonable, that the 
Ciie ſhovid hane none timerwonames. I beleenerherefore it was alwiies called 
Florentia. For what cauſe ſocuer it was onamed,or for what cauſe ſocuer it hadthe 


beginning, 
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deginning,moſt ſureit is,that vnderthe Empire of Rome,it had the foundation, &in 
the reigne of the firſt Emperours, Writers did make mentiontheteot. Moreouer, at 
ſuchtime as the barbarous people did perſecutethe Empire, Florence was by T ottila , 
King ofthe 0#ragotti defaced,and after 250. yeares by Carlo Magnorecdificd : from 
whichtime, till the yeares after Chriſt 1215. it continued vnder that fortune which 
others did, who thety commanded in7zaly. In which time, firſt gouerned there the- 
poſteritic of Carlo, then Barengarii, and laſt of all theEmperoursof Germanie,as hath - 
bene in our vniuerſall diſcourſe beforedeclared, The Florentrmes could not-in thoſe - 
times increaſe or do aniething worthie memorie, for the authoritie of them,. vnto 
whom it was ſubieQt: notwithſtanding, inthe yeare 1010. and the day of S. melo, 
(aſolemne Feaſt withthe Freſolare) = ſurprized Fie/ole,and demoliihed chefame; | 
which they did, either with conſent of the Emperours , or elſe arfuchrimes as one 
Emperor being dead, the other was not elected, whereby cucrie man (for thepre- 
ſent) remained at libertie. But {incethe Popes rookevnto themſclues more authvuri- 
tic in /taly,andthe Germane Emperours grew weake, everie Towne inthat Province 
with leſſe reverencetotheir Prince, was gouerned. Infomuch;as in the yere i980.4in 
the time of Arrigothethird, /taly was openly diuidedinto faction betwixt himand 
the Church : notwithſtanding the Florentines maintained thernſclues vnites, till the 
yere 1215.yeldingrtothe victorious, without aſpiring fartherthito lauechemlelies.. 
tastot bodies of men, the longer they bee healthie, the more dangerous and 
morrall arethe ſickneſſes,when they happen: ſo Florexcerhe moreſlowlic it follow = 
ed thefactions, the more ſpecdily and grecuouſly it was by them afterwards afflie- 
red. The firſt occaſion of diviſion inthat Cirie, is moſt publiquely knowen, becauſe. 
it hath bene written by Danteand diners others: neuertheles I thinke good briefely. | 
to ſpeake thereof, There was in Fiorence (among others) of the mightie Families, The 6:f deui- | 
Buondelmonti,and V berti, next vitothemwerethe Amiderand Donati. Inthe houſe fn of Flo- 
of Donate was a Gentlewoman,a widow and rich,who hauing one onely daughter, * 
a maiden of much beaurie, whom within her ſelfe, ſheedererminedto marrie.ymo 
Buondelmonti a yong, Gentleman, and the chiefe of hishouſe. This her intent, ey- 
therthrongh negligence or delay of time (none beeing made priuie thereof) was 
deferred ſo long that Buondelmontiwas comracted tothedaughter of Amidei:wher- 
with ſhe greatly difcontented; & fuppoling it were poſsible with the beautie of her Y 
L] daughter to ſtay the marriage,beforethe ſame ſhould be ſolemnized : one day, ſec- 
| ing Buondelmonts ngtowards her houſe, came downe, herdaughterfollow- 
ing ; and 'mecting himar the gate, faid,I am very gladthat you are now become ma- 
ried, yet was it my meaning you ſhould hauc had this my daughter, and withthoſe 
words{ſhe opened thegate)and ſhewed her vmto him. The Gentleman beholding 
the beautie of the maiden (which indeed was rare) and therewith con{idering that 
her parentage'and portion was not inferiourto hers, whom he had:alreadie taken, 
became exceedingty-defirousto haue her. Then, notreſpeing his faith alreadie os 
giuen, nor the infurie hedid inbreaking the (ame, nor yetthe inconuenience. that - -: - 
rr Sith it hath pleaſed you to reſerne your daughter forme, ' © 
I ſhould bee-vnthankfull ( beeing yerall intime) to refuſe her, "Afar the ſpea- 
king of theſe words (without farther delay) hee married her, This marri 
knowen, highly offended all the Familie of Amidei, and Ybarts : -w 
were by his firſt marriage, allied. Thenaſſembling themſclnes; and conſuling to- 
— inthe endeconcluded, that fuch an inturie might not-bee borne without 
; nor the revenge thereunto due, could | bee- other than 2he death. of 
Buondelmonti . And albeit ſome did fore-caſt the inconueniiences that might 
followe fuch an AQtion': yet Moſcha Lamberti "or that who ſo cuer on 
3 | a 
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 ; » ®11 doubts, ſhould neuer reſolue anie thing ; alleadgiag the auncient Prouerbe, id 
once done, is pait remedie, Then gaue they ot this murtherto bee 
by Moſcha, Stiatta, Vberti, Lambertwccio; Amidet,Odorigo Fifanti, Thele 
men inthe morning of Eaſter day, at the houre of Reſurrection, aſſembled them- 
ſelues inthe houſes of the Amuder; by which ſtrecte, Buondelmont; paſſed the bridge 
vpona white horſe: and ſuppoling (as it ſeemerh) that it had benea thing as ealicto 
forget an iniurie, as renounce a » was atthe foote of the bridge vnder an 1- 
mage of Hears (which there is ſtanding) aſlaulted, and (laine. This murther di- 
uided the whole Citic, the one halfe tooke part 
Vberts. Theſe Families, by reaſonthey were in houſes, rowers, and men, 
fought manie yeares, before the one could chaſe the other out of the Ciriie : till ar 
length (without anie firme peace made) atruce was taken, which according vmo 
occaſion, was ſometimes kept,and ſometimes broken. Florence continued in thele 
troubles, till therime of Federigothe ſecond : oneteogth io ment was 
perſwaded hee might encreaſc his dominion againſt the . Andtomakehis 
authoritiemore a in T oſcana, he fa the /berti and their followers, who 
thereby drauc out the Buondelmont! : and ſoour Cittie(like vnto all other T ownes of 
57 what  Ttaly) became divided ito Guelf and Ghibilini. And it ſeemeth not ſuperfluous to 
& 6s » Guel- make mention of the Families ofthe oneand the ther. Thoſethar 
> ag followed the faction of Guelf, were Buondelmonti,N arli, Roſi, Freſcobaldi, A 02:24, 
Florence. = Baldiy Pulei, Gherardini , Faraboſchi, Bagneſi, Guidalotti, Sachetti, © Manieri, Lucardeſy, 
Chiaramont: ,C omprobbeſi,C analcanti Grandonat: Granfighaz 21,Scalr, Gualerotsi, Import u- 
ornaquinctyV ecchietti, T ofimght \_A Ach, Sutti, Adrmari, Viſdowi- 

. FortheGhibilini, were - 


mM, Bo#tichi, T s 

m, Donati, Paz.24,della Bella, Ardinghn , T ebaldi | Chrcds 
berti, Mannelli, Vbriacht , Fifanti, Anudet, Infangantt, Maleſpim; Scolar1yGuidt, Galli, 
Capardi, Lamberti, Soldamer!, Capriam, T ofchn, Ameri, Palermuni, Mighorelli, Pigir, 
: Barwchi, Cattani, Agollanti, Brunclleſeht, Caponſachi, Eliſei, Abbati, T edaldumi, Ginochi, 
__ Belides theſe noble houſes, manie popular tamilies 1oyned inthat aCtion : 
ſothat welneare all the Cittie became corrupted with this diuifion, Butthe Gzelf 
being driuen out, retyredthemſelues into Townes of the Vale of Arno, where 
their chiefe places of fireagth were, and (the beſt they could) againſt the furie of 
their enemies defended themichies. Federigothendying, fuch as remained in Flo- 
rence and were men neuterall, hauing alſo credite withthe t better to 
reunne the Cite, than holding it indiuiſion, vierly to it, there- 
fore found meanes, that the Guelfi ((erting all inturie aſide) ſhould returne, andthe 
Ghibilmi {without ſuſpition) receane them. They thus vnited, i (eemedtothem, 
that the time would —_— frame an order for the pots of m_—_ be- 
forethenew Emperour ſhould grow ſtrong. For which purpoſe, divided 
theCirie into ſixe pants, end chofrewatne Chnlcens for eucrie part togouernethe 
and ſame, whom they called 4nt1v, and werechanged cucrie to remoue 
lecled 211 offerices , that might ariſe by ludges , they elefted rwo 
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an Hoience. to that 
office, calling the one ne of the , and the other Podej7a + who 
were : iſed roiudge all cauſes that ha inthe Cirtie, either cuuill or cri- 
minall. Alſo,becauſeno order is aſſured without defenders thereof, they appointed 
inthe Citierwemtc Enſignes, and threeſcore and fixteene in the Conntrey ; vnder 


which all the was muſtred, and commandedthey ſhould bee readie armed, 
eucrie man vndertheenſigne wherero hebelonged, whenſocuer he were either by 
the Captain orthe Antians called. And as the enſignes which thoſe ſoldiers were ap- 
Er nay dmided: for the crosbowes 
their priuate enſigne, & the holberdiers theirs. ——— 
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OF FLORENCE: Lib. 21 z1 
with mpethey erctted new enſignes,and appointed new Captaines, & trai- 
ry | gre ws erridy in what order hee ſhould 
march, retire, and charge the enemy; Then they cauſed a great chariot couered with 
redde, anddrawneby two Oxen, tocarrytheir chiefe enſigne, vfcolour white and 
redde. Whenſocuer they intended to aſſemble all their forces they commanded this 
Chariot to be brought into the marker place; and with great ceremony giue charge 
thereof tothe chieteC of the people. They had alſo forthe magnificence of 
theirenterpriſc,agreatbell called A which was rung continually onewhole 
 monethbeforetheir Army was brought intothe field : tothe-end that the enemie 

prepare for hisdefence. Sqgreat wasthe verueofmeninthoſedayes,and ſo 
honourably they proceeded intheir ations : where at this preſentto aſſailetheene- 
my ſodeinly and without warning,is thought to bea wiſeand honourablething,in 
thoſe dayes the ſame was holden cowardly, anddiſhonourably. This Bell was alſo 
carried withthe Army z and by the ſound thereof the watches and other orders of 
the Campe werecommanded. Vpon theſe martiall ordinances and ciuill rules, the - 
Florentines laidethe foundation of their libertie, Neither can it bee imagined how 
reat authoritie and forcethat Citric in ſhort ſpace attcined vnto. So that it became 
not onely chiefe of T ocana, but alſo was accounted amongſtthebeft Cities of 1taly, 
and ſhould haue ſocontinted , had not the oftenandnew diviſions diſturbed the 
ſame: vnder this gouernmentthe Florentenesliued tenne yeares, within which time 
they enfotced the Piftvieſi; Aretinr,and Seneſito make leaguewiththem;Returning 
from Siemnawith their Army, they ſurprized / olterra, and demoliſhed ſomecaſtles, 
leading the inhabitants ofrhem to Florence, All which enterpriſes were performed 
by cuunſdll ofthe (aelff,, whocould do much morethenthe Ghibilini, becauſe they 
for their inſolencieduring the raigne of Federigs were [ated ofthe-people. The fac- 
tion ofthechurch alſomuch more loued,thenthe faction ofthe Emperour: becauſe 
the Florentines hoped thereby to preſeruetheir libertie, but beeing vnderthe Empe- 
rourthey fearedtolooſe it. T he Ghibilinithen ſeeing them(clues bereft of authoritie, 
could not liue contented , bur ſtill aſpeQting occalion to recouerthe gouernment, 
and ſeeing Manfrediſonne of wg". 4 , (ſled of the kingdome of Napol;, who 
had alſo diſcomforted the forces ofthe church,thought thetime cometo ſerue their 
parent Secretly —_— practiſed with himtor ether aatberitie vones him, 
it their practiſe was not ſo cunningly handled, but that the ſame was diſcouered 
tothe Antiani, who preſently ſent for the Ybarti. They not onely refuſed roa , 
butalſorooke Armes, and fortified themiſclues intheir houſes : whaywihche peo- 
ple offended, likewiſe tooke Armes,and ayding the Guelf, enforced them and allthe 


reſt ofthe Ghibil-m1to abandon Florence, and go vnto Siena.From whom they prayed King Mandre- 
aide of Manfred king of + rm by the induſtry of FarrinateVberti,the Guelff vp- ww: = > 


ontheriner Arbia, receiued fo great an overthrow and ſlaughter,as thoſethat were 
ſaned,returned not to Flerence ; but ſuppoſing their Cittie loſt, fled ito Lucca. The 
chiefe Captaine of thoſe ſouldiers ſent by Manfred: was Earle Giordano,a man of war 
inthat time greatly eſteemed. Hee,afterthe vitorie,went with the Ghibilinito Flo- 
rence; reducing the citiewholly tothe obedience of Manfredi, depoling the magi- 
ſtrates,and altering euerie other order, whereby might appeare any formeof liber- 
tie. Which iniurie with ſmall wiſdom committed, was generally ofthe peopletaken 
in great diſdaine,and of friends tothe Ghybilini, they became moral enemies, wher- 
of, with time,grew their viter ruine. The Earle Giordano, having occalionto rewuyn 
to Napolifortheſeruiceof that kingdome,left in Florence as deputie forthe kingghe 
Earle Guido Nouella, Lord of Caſentmo,who at Empoli allembled a Councell of Ghibi- 
lini, irwas neceſlarictoraze Florence, as apt ( by reaſon the people were Gwelf) ro 
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recouer force for the aide of the church. T othis ſo cruell a fernence ws of 
that noble citie, there was no citizen rior friend Farina Fb.rti excepted thatappo- 
ſed himſelf. He openly & withoutreſpett ſpake in fauourtherof, & aid, that heba 
not laboured nor aduentured himlſelte in ſo many perils, but tothe end hemight in- 
habit his natiue cotintry; & would not looſethat he had fo long ſought, nor ihunne 
that which forrunc had laid vp6 him. Yea,being nolefſe enemyrothem thar ſhould 
ſo determine, then he had benetothe Guelf, hewold not refuſe ro fauour his coun- 
try, hopi _— verrue which had chaſed our theGuelfi from Florence, thonld al- 
ſodefendt Ne. Farinata wasaman of great courage,excellent in the wartzchicf 
of the Ghibilini, and greatly eſteemed of Manfred; : his opiniontherefore preuailed, 
and new means were thought vp6 how to preſcruethe ſtate. The Gue!/(before fled 
fo Lucca for feare of the Earles threatning) wereſent away fromthence,and went to 
Bologna: fr6 whencethey were called by the Guelffof Parma, togo with them toan 
iſe againſtthe Chibilini,wherin by their vertuetheenimies were vanquiſhed, 
and hey recouered their owne poſleſsions. Sothart encreaſing inriches A nc, 
knowing alſothat Pope Clemente had ſent for Carloof Angio, torake the kingdome 
from Manfredi , by Ambaſſaders they offered himtheir ſeruice : and the Pope did 
not onely receiuethem for his friendes, buralſo gauethem his Enfigne, which e- 
uer ſithence the Guelfhaue carried in their warres, and is that, which atthis day is 
ved in Florence, Then was Manfredi by Carlodiſpolleſſed of his kingdome and ſlain. 
In which enterpriſe, the Guelfi of Florence ing tobepreſent, their faction 
gained 'repuration, and the Ghibilinibecamerthe weaker, Whereupon,thole that go- 
ueriied with the Earle Guido at Florence, thought it meere by ſome benefit to winne 
thefoue of the people , which with many imurieshad b thattime bene loſt. 
Forthoſe remedies which beforethis rime 6fneceſsitie would hane prevailed, viing 
them now without order, and ont of time, did not onely hurt, bur alſo haſten their 
ruine; They then thought good to make the people friends and partakers of fuch 
hondbiirsand anthoritie, as had beneraken from them : and eleCtedrhirticſixe Ci- 
tizens Commoners , who with rwo Gentlemen (called from Bologna) ſhould re- 
formethe ſtare of the Citie. They thus afſembled , preſently dinided the Citie into 


cesinFlorece. Arty ot Miſteries: over enery one of which Miſteries;they appointed one Magiſtrate 


_ everic Miſterie': totheend, that all men might iretherunmo armed, w 


neto 
ocuer 
occaſion did ſerue; Theſe Miſteries, were inthe beginning rwelue,ſeuen great,and 
fitteleſſe; Aſterwards,the leſſe Miſteries encreaſed to fourteene,ſothen thenumber 
was,(asat this preſent it is)rwenty one. The thinie f1x men —_ for reforma- 
rior}, practiſed many things for the benefir of the people. The Earle Guideforthe 
ying of the ſouldiers impoſed a Snb(idie vppon the Citizens : whom hee found 

0 vnwilling therewith. as hee durſt nor entorce them to paie thoſe ſummes/that 
were i ed. And ſuppoling to haue loſt the ſtate , heioyned himſelfe with the 


rodoinfticeroal[rhoſe within his gouernment. They ordeined alſo an E 


chiefe'of the Ghibilint; which done,determined to takethat fro the _ by force, 
which they for want of judgement had graunted. For that pole embling the 
ſouldiers Armed , and accompanied with the thirtie fixe Reformers, hee made 


an Alaram, and foorthwith the R eformers retired themſelues to their-houles, 
and the Enſignes of the Miſteries came foorth , followed by many Armed men, 
who vnderſtanding that the Earle Czido with his followers, were at Saint Giowar- 
i , they made head: at Saint Trinits, and there elected Gionanni Sodarini;; theyr 
Captaine . The Earle on the other fide, hearing vJhere the people were, mar- 
ched rowardes them , who fled not, bur afſoone as the Earle drew neare, char- 
gcd him neare vnto the place called Zoggio delli Tornaquinci . Thaw! hey 
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forced theEarleto retirewith theſlaughter, and lofle of many his ſouldiers The 
Earle fearing that his enemy (ſeeing his ſouldiers maimed and weary)would aflaulc 
him, andinthenight kill him: determined forthwithto flie, and lo ſauce himſclte. 
So as contrarietothecounſell of the gouernours and others of his fattion, he pre- 
ſently fled with his mentothe Citie of Prato. So ſoone as hee camethither, finding 


himſelfe out of feare, being inaplace of ſecurnie, remembred how great an errour 


he had committed: and detirous to amend the ſame , thenext morning earely, mar- 
ched with his men wwards Florence : offering to enterthe Citie by force, which by 
cowardiſe hee had abandoned, butthat attemptrooke noſuccefle, forthe people 
which with difticultie might haue driuen him away , with facilitie could hold him 
out.Sothat with great ſorow and ſhame, he went vnto Caſentino,and the Ghibilinito 
their vilages. Thus the people remained with victorie,and for thecomfort of thoſe 
which loued thecommon wealth, determined to reunitethecitie, and call home all 
citizens as well Ghibilini as Guelfi : by meanes whereot,the Guelf after (1xe yeares ab- 
ſence fromthecitie were returned. AndtheGhibilin; (notwithſtanding the memorie 
of theirlate iniurie) were pardoned and put intheir country : yet much hared bath 
of the people andthe Guelf:; for thele could not forget their exile,and thoſeremem- 
bred too much thetyranniewhich was vſed during their authoritie: whichthings, 
cauſed that neither theonenor the other were contented. While inthis formethe 
Florentines lined, itwas reported, that Corradinonephew to Manfreds, ſhould come 
with forces from Germany tothe _—_— of Napoli.\VhereupontheGhibilinitooke 
heart and hope, thereby torecouertheirauthoritie, And theGuelf began to thinke 
how they might aſſure themfelues of their enemies: for which purpoſe, they prai- 
ed king Carlo todefend them inthe time of Corradino his paſſage. The ſouldiers of 


Carlobeing in march,madethe Guelfinſolent,and a theGhibiliniſo much;that * 


rwodayes beforethey arriued (without any violence offered)they fled. The Ghib;- 
linithus depaned, the Florentmes reordeined theſtate of their citie, & elected rwelue 
chicfe mento be magiſtrates, and gouernetheir citie for two moneths, whom they 
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called not Antian:,but Buoni Homimi. Next vntothem, they appointed a Councell of þ, thc Gueth. 


foure ſcore Citizens, which they called La Credenza. After them,were an hundreth 
and foure ſcore Commoners, who with the Credenzaand thetwelue Buoni Homini, 
werecalled the Councell generall. They ordeined moreouer one other Councell 
of a hundreth andtwentic Citizens,of the Comonaltic and Nobilitie mixed, which 
ſhould giue perfeCtion,& confirmation toalthings determined in the other Coun- 
cels. T his gouernment thus (etled, the fattion ofthe Guelf,, rogither withthe Ma- 
pom fortified thecitie,to the end they mightthe better defend themſchies from 

e Ghibilini, whoſe goods they diuided into three parts : the one, they imployed wo 
publike vſes : the ſecond was giuentothe Capraines;the third diuided amongſt the 
Guelff,in recompence of their loſſes. The popealſoto maintain the Guelffin T oſeana, 
ordeined the King Carloto bee Lieftenant Emperiall of that countrey. The Floyen- 
tinesthus holding themſelues in repuration, by vertue of theſe new orders,gouer- 
ned all things well, with their lawes at home, and with their armes abroad, Then 
died the Pope, and after long diſputation, inthe end of two yeares, Gregorio decimo 
was eleted : who hauing bene long timein Soria(and wasatthetime of his eleCti- 
on)did not make ſo great account of the faCtions, as his predeceſſors had done. Bur 
returning homerowardsFraxce, being arriued at Florence, toperformethe office of 


agood Paſtor,ſought to vnite that citie : wherein hepreuailed ſo farre withthe Flo- 


rentines,as they werecontentthat Commilſsioners for the Ghzb/ini might bereceiued 
into Florence,to ſolicitthereturn oftheir fation, which was concluded. Notwith- 


ftanding,the Ghibilini were ſeterrified,as they durſt not come home, The Popelaid 
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the fault thereof tothe citic,and being offcnded, did excommunicatetheſame, In 
which diſpleaſure, the Florentines continucd allthe fe otthat Pope : butaſter his 
death the citie was abſolued by Pope /nnocentio quintoy, to whom tucceeded Niche- 
lao tertio,dgicended of the houſe ot Gr/17i. And becauſethe Popes had alwaies in tu- 
ſpitiontholethat aſpired togreatnes in/taly, (although by the tauour of the church 
- 4 werethereunto attcined)ſought alv/aies roputthem backe. T herof grew ma- 
ny tumnlts and often variations, for the tcare of him that was become ſtrong,occa- 
livnedtheaduancement of an otherthatwas weake, who becing likewiſe growne 
vp, was forthwith feared,and being teared,caſt downe.T his was thecauſe,that oc+ 
{tonedthekingdometo betaken from Varfred;, and giuento Carlo, T his was ailo 
that which cauted the Popeto miſtruſt Carlo,and ſeek his diſtruEtion, Nicholaotertio 
then,fortherealons beforeſaid,/ound meanes throughthe helpe of the Emperour, 
thatthe gouernment of T oſcanawas taken from Carlo : and in his place hee ſentthi- 
ther Lateo his Legate, At thattime Florence remained in-verichard eſtate; becauſe 
the Nobilitie ofthe Guelfi were become inſolent,and feared not the Magiſtrates: fo 
as everic ofthem commuted murthers, ard other violences without anyinſtice or 
pumihment of thoſethat commined the {ame ; becauſethey werealwaics by one 
or other great qr fauoured, T o bridle this great inſolencie, it was by the chiefe 
of the peoplethought good to reuoke huch as were baniſhed : which gme oppor- 
tunitietothe Legate, toreunitethecitic; andtheGhibi/imiremrned home. Inthe 


nance>in Flo» place of twelue gonernours, there were fqureteene made, for everie part (cuen, to 


” Fence. 


Florence re- 
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goaernethe cittie during one yeare : andthey tobe elected by the Pope. Florence 
coninued inthis order ot gonernment rwo yeares. Then _ Martimoaſpiredto 
the Papacie, whobeing french man,reſtored vnto king Carlo, all thatamthoritie 
which the Pope Nicholas had taken from him: wherby the faQtions inT oſcavawere 
ſuddenly reuied.For the Florentinestooke Armes againſt theEmperours Gouer- 
nour, todeprine the Ghibi{;n; of the gouernment: therewithalſoroho!d the grea 
menin azve, they ordeined anew iorme of gouernment. The yeare1 2 32: beein 

come,the companies otthe Miſteries hauing receiued their Magiſtrates & Enfigns, 
becamegreatly eſteemed. T hey among thernſelues, eletedinthe place of thefour- 
teeae, three Citizensroremaine two monethsgouernours of the common-weale, 
and calledthem Prori:who mightbeen her Commoners or Gentlemen,ſothatthey 
were Merchants of ſome Miſterie, Afterwards the chiete Magiſtracie wasreduced 
to {1xemen, (o as incuery part of the citie there mightbe one: which order conti- 
nucdtillthe yeare 1342, At whichtimerhecitie wasdmided imo quarters, and the 
number of Priori encreaſed tonine,and diverſetimes inthatmeane while(byreaſon 
of ſomeaccident)they were innumbertwelne, T his Ofhcewas the meane(as ſhall 
hereatterappeare) that the Nobilitie was ruined z/ for then by many occalionsthey 
were excluded, and afterwards without reſpeoppreſied;, whereuntothe Nobi- 
ltieat the beginning conſented: tor they vnwillivig tobee'vnired withthe people, 
and deliring to haveall the ſtare into their hands, andthepeop'e hauing like | 
becamebathlooſers..Then they/appointedapallace for their of tice, where by aunci- 


. entcuſtome, the Magiſtrates and Connſelloursaſſembled, who were in honourable: 


Priori, 


fort by Serieants andother Miniſters there attended/,-albeit at the erection of thisof- 
fice,theofficers werecalled Prior; : ver afterwards(for more magnilicence) was ioy- 


nedtherumothename of Srgnory, The Florentines for a (pace, among themſelves re- 


mained quiet, during whichtimethey made warre vpponthe Aretin, becauſe 

had banithed the GuelF: and in Campaldimomoſt fortunately wonne the vitory, The 

ciriethen encrealing in menandriches.thought goodto encreaſe alſothe wals ther- 

of, andthereforeialargedthecircuit ofthe ſame tothat compalle, whichnow wee 
| = - - 
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ſee: for beſorethat time the Diametrethereof, was onely that fpace which is from 
theald bridge,to'S. Lorenzo, T he warsabroad,and peaceat home, had (as t were) 


worne out of Fleremce the factions of Guelff and Ghibilini. T hen remained only thole 
humors (which naturally were wont tobe in cuerie cittie) berwixt the Nobilitic 


andthe people. For the peopledelirousto live ngtolaw, and the great men 
ſtudying ro command;zhem,becommeth athing impoksible they ſhould accord to- 
gither. I his humour,ſo long astheGhibilin; held thecitie inawe, was not diſcoue- 
red; burſoſooneasthey were ww 74/1 it ſhewedthe torcethereof: for everie 
day ſome popular man wasiniured, and Magiſtrates knew not by whatmeanes to 

nniſhthe (ame, becauſe cuerie Gentleman withthe force of his friends defended 
þimſeife The Magiſtrates ofthemiſterie,ſtudying to remedie ſogreat a miſchicſe, 

ouidedthat euerie Senate inthe beginning of their authoritie (ould create one 
Gonfaloniere 4: Ginitttis,aman elected inthemumber of Commoners, vnto whom 
was appointed one thouſand men,vnder twente Enlignesreadicatall occaſions to 
maintaine iuftice, whenſoeuer they were by their Gorfalone or their Captainecom- 
manded.T he firſt choſen was / baldo Ruffolr, he drew forth the Gonfalone, and razed 
the houſes of the Galetts : becauſe one of that Family had in France ſlainea popular 
man. It was an ealiething forthe miſteries tomakethis order, by reaſon of hs great 
hatred among the Nobilitie , who conſidered not of any prouilion againftthem, 
till ſuchtimeas they felt the bitter executionthereof;which, at the firſt gauethem 

reat terror : neuertheleſſeafterwards , they returned totheir wonted inſolencie, 
For alwaies ſome one of the Nobilitie being an Officer, had therby meanes to hin- 
der the Gonfalonieze, in execution of his office. Moreoner, for that eucricaccuſer 
muſt produce his witneſſeto prouethe offenceoffered , and no man for feareofthe 
Nobilitie I citie in ſhort ſpace returned tothe former diſcord: 
and thepeoplciniured inthe ſame ſortasthey were wont tobee; becauſe iudge- 
ment was ſlow,and execution thereof wanted. The populer fort thennot know- 
ing whatcourſe rotake , Gzano della Bella, a Gentleman of auncient race (yetthere- 
with onethar loued the libertie of his Country) encouraged the chiefe of them 
ſeries toreformethediſordersof thecitie. Bythis Councell it was ordeined that 
the Gonfaloniere ſr ould remaine with the Priorr,and haue fourethouſand men at his 
commandement, They likewiſe madeall the Nobilitie vncapable of the Senate,and 
every manthat was acceſſarie inanie offence,tobe as ſubiettto puniſhment as the 
principall. T hey decreed moreoner, that publique fame ſhould ſufficeto receive 
condemnation by the lawes, whichthey called OrdinamentidellaGiutitia. By this 
meanthe people gained great reputation, and Giane della Bella much hated : becauſe 
thereby he became evill thought of bythe Nobilitie,and repured onethat oppreſ- 
ſedtherrauthoritie. The rich Commoners did alſo enuic him, for that they imagj- 
ned his credit overmuch , which atthe firſt occaſion was ſoproued. For it ſhortly 
after happencd that in afraie, one ofthe peoplechanced to beſlaine; atwhichcon- 
fliQ diverſe Gentlemen were preſent; and among the reſt,Corſs Donati-vnto whom 
(as themoſtquarre!ſome of the companie)thefault was laid, and by the Captaine 
ofthe people apprehended. Howſoeuer it were, either that Corſo had not offended, 
or that the Captaine feared tocommit him, he was preſently ſerar libertie, Which 
delmerie ſo greatly offended the people, that they tooke Armesand ranneto the 
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houſe of Giane della Bella , deſiring himto bea meane that thoſe lawes might be ob» &6/.ne dclis 
ſerned, whereof hehad benetheinuentor. Giao willing that Corſo ſhonld be ” Rela. 


niſred, did not (as many thought he would do)cauſe the peopletolaiedownt 

Armes, bur perſwaded themto go vntothe Senate,and pratethemro looke vntothe 

muter. The peop!le,in the meane while much moued, and ſuppoſing the Capraine 
ts 


»——— cr E——_— 
n__=—_ = 
"YO CO"—"— = 


, is Z | 
s oOES oe eat EE nd? © Ck” 


36 THEHISTORIE 

to have offered iniurie,and alſo that Gzarohad forſakenthem 5 wentnortothe Ferat, 
bur vnto the Caprainespallace, whichthey tookeand acked, T har tad greatly diſ- 
pleaſed allthe Citizens, andthoſethar delired the fall of Giano accuſed him, laying 
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if ' ailthe fault ro his charge. Amongſtthe Lords of the Senate, one of his enemies 

% pened tobe : who acculed himro the Capraine,for hauing ſtirred the peoplero ſedi- 
ff ton. During thetimethat this cauſe was indebating,rthe people armed, went againe 
jf tothe houſe of Gian, and offered him defence againſtthe Senators his enemies. Bur 


Giano would neither make proofe of this populer fauour,nor yet commit his lifeto 

the Magiſtrates , becauſe he feared the lewdneſſe of theſe, andthe inconſtancie of 

thoſe, fo astotake occalion from his foesro offend him , and from his friendes ro 

harmetheir countrey, he determined to depart,and ſo ging placeto enuie, and to 

delinerthe nrIGungs that fearethey had of him,went into voluntarieexile:not- 

withſtanding he had with his great peril! , deliuered the citie fromſeruirude of the 

Nobilicie. After his departure, the Nobilitie hoped greatly to recouer their digni- 

' ties,and iudging that all their euill was by his mean procured,they aſſembled them- 

ſelues trogither , and ſent rwo of themto the Senate (which they thought did fauaur 

them much) to entreate that by the ſame, the ſeverelawes made to their preivdice, 

..-_ , mightinſomething bequallified: which requeſt being knowne,troubled muchthe 

Dun", people, fearing that the Senators would grant theſame: Inſomuch as thedeſireofthe 

bile and Nobilirie,& the ſuſpiti6 of the people,drew themto the ſword. The Nobilitic made 

people. headinthree places, at S. Giowann , inthe new marketplace, andinthe Piazza ds 

Moz:4. Their Captaines were, Foreſe Adimari, V anni di Mozz4,and Geri Spini. The 

people onthe other (ide, withtheir Enſigne, ingreat numbers aſſembled atthe Se- 

natorspallace, whoarthattime dweltneare vnto S. Arzocols :and becauſe the people 

had that Sezatc in fuſpition,they ioyned withthem #1x Citizens forthe gouernment, 

Whilethe one and the other part prepared themſclues to hght, ſome of the people, 

and ſome of the Nobilitie,togither with certainereligious men of good fame, came 

Perin329* berweenethem and perſyvaded a peace : _ the Nobilitie vnderſtand , that the 
ro tic Not . 

| lnerslaz Cauſewhy the honours from them was taken, and the lawes againſtthem made,pro- 

downe arucs. ceeded of their owne prideand cuil gouernment. And becaule they had beforethar 

time, taken Armes toreconer that which thronghtheir ownediuiſion and enil be- 

haujour had bene taken from them, it would not do otherthen occaſion the tuine 

of their country, and hinderthemſclues. It was moreouer faid vnto them, that the 

*ry py number,riches and mallice, was muchtheir ſuperiour: and thattheſeno- 

le men by whomthey thoughtto oppreſſe others, would not hight, but wenttheir 

waics,ſoſoone asthe hight began. Itwas theretorea folly forthem,againſt ſogrear 

perſvatons amultitudero contend. T hey perſwaded the people ontheother ſide;that it wasno 

nav wy viſedometo ſecke their will by way of extremitie, and that it wasno part of indge- 

| meat rodriue men into deſperation : for whoſocuer hopeth ofno good, feareth no 

- euill. They oughtalſoto remember,thatthe Noble men were thoſe, which inthe 

warres had honored thecitie: therfore it was no reaſonnor iuſt occaſion,why they 

ſhould be ſogreatly hated. And morconer,althoughthe Nobilitie conld be content 

notto roſleſſerhe lupreame offices, yet would they notendureto bedrinen out of 

their Country, It weretherefore well done tolaie Armes afideand grow toagree- 

ment , not truſting to the multitude of the people : for it hath bene often ſeene,thar 

the greater number haue by the leſſe bene vanquiſhed, Vpon theſe ſpeeches grew 

diners opinions among the people: many wold hane fought, asathing rhat of force 

at onetime orother muſt be; and therefore was betterto dothe ſame now, then af- 

rerwards whentheir enemies were become ſtronger. And though it were beleeued 

thatby mittigation ofthe lawes,the Nobilitie vold becomecontented, yetthe _—_ 
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of them was fuch, as without enforcement would neuer reſt. Others ofthe peo- 

plc, wiſcr,berter aduiſed, and of morequietdiſpolition,thoughtthat the mitigation if 
ofthe lawes wasno great matter : butto fight onepart againſtthe other, was athing 

of great importance. Sointhe end,this opinion preuailed,and it was pronided,that 
noacculation againſt any ofthe Nobilitie, ſhould bee receiued without witneſles, 

The Armes of the one and pr, — aſide, either of them continu- 

ed full of ſuſpition: fortifying themſelues in their houſes, and preparing weapons 

ener Thenthagaople reordeinedtthegouernment, uinkgcis lame into aimal 
number, mooued thereto, becauſe that S:g70744 had bene fauoured ofthe Nobili- 

tie: of whom;the chiefe were , Mancini, Magalotti , Altouiti, Peruzzs , and Ger- 4 
rettani, The ſtatethus ſerled, for more magnificence, and ſecuritie of the Senate, in mation in E:0- 
theyeare1298, a buildedtheir Pallace,and made a Count before it, of thar place rence 1298. 
wherethe houſes of the Yberti ſometimes were. Ar this verie timeyyere alſo the 
common priſons begunne,and within few yeares after, finiſhed. For inthoſedaies, 

our cittie was inas greatand happie ſtare, asatanictime it hath bene : being full 

of men andrepuration. The number of Cirtizens fit for the warres, were num- 

bred at thirtie thouſand : and the pegs of the Countrey able for that purpoſe, 
amounted to threeſcore and tennethouland. All Toſcana,cither as ſubicKts or friends 

obeyed vs. Andalbeit betwixt the Nobilitieand people, ſome indignation and ſ11- 

ſpiti6 were, yerno euil effeQ thereof followed,but euery man neighborly & peace- 

ably lived. And had notthis peace bene by new enimitie withinthe cittie diſturbed, 

no forreine diſorder could haue moleſted the ſtate: becauſethe cittic ſtood in ſuch 

rearmes thatit neither feared the Empire, nor thoſethat y/ere baniſhed. And againſt 

all the ſtates of 7taly, it was of force ſuthicient to defend it ſelfe. That iniury therfore, 
whichexternal forces could not do,by inwarddiſcord was performed. There were N-v diviſion, 
in Florencetwo families, one called Circhi, the other Donati; inriches, Nobilitie,and an C 
men mightie. Berweenethem(being both in Florence,and the Country neare neigh- 
bors)there grew diſpleaſure, yet not ſo great, asto occalionthe vſe of armes: neither 

would there perhaps thereof haue growneany great matter, had notthe ſame bene 

by ſomenew occaſtonsencreaſed. Among the chiete houſes of P:ſtoia,is that of Can- 

cellieri. It happened that Lore ſonneof Guglielmo, and Geriſonne of Bertaccio (both of 

that familie) playing togither , fell into quarrell, and Geri of Zorewas lightly hurt. 

This chance greeued Guglielmo much: andthinking with cuntelieto amend the mar- 

ter, made theſamemuch worſe. For hecommanded his ſonne to go vntothe houſe, 

where the father ofthe hurt man dwelled, and thereaskepardon. The yoong man 

obeyed his father. Notwithſtanding, that humble 1f.did no whit decreaſe the bit- 
terdiſpoſition of Bertaccio, who cauſed Loretobetakenand holden by his ſeruants, 

till his hand werecut off ; ſaying vnto him,return home vntothy father,andtel him 

that wounds becured with ſtecle, and not with words. The crueltic of this fact fo 

greatly offended Guglielmo , that he armed his friends toreuenge it. Fertaccro on the 

other (ide armed, to defend himſelfe. Whereby, not onely theſe families, but allthe 
citticof Pi#oiawas diuided. And becauſe theſe Cancellieri,weredeſcended fr6 oneof = 
that name,who had twowiues:the onenamed Biancha,the one party being deſceded 

of that woman, called their faCtion Biancha:the other partietotakea namecontrarie) 

was called Nera.Berwixtthem, atdiuerſe times diuerſe conflicts and flaughters of 

men followed. Atlength both parties growing wearie,and yernot knowing how to 
bereconciled,did delire,cither to make an end of their diſcord, or elſe ro drav others 

into quarrels with them, and ſoencreaſetheir fation. For which purpoſe they come 

to Florence. And the Neri having familiar acquaintance with the Donati, were by 
Corſo (chiefe of that houſe) fauoured : which oy as ng, Os 

themſelues 


38 THE HISTORIE 
themſelues ftrong and able toreſiſtthe Doxati, relontedto Yeridei Circhi:aman in 
cucrieconditionno whit inferiour to Corſo, T his humour come from PiFoia, en- 
creaſed the olde hate berweenethe Circ: and Donati: and was alreadicſoapparant, 
that the Prioriand other good Cittizens feared euerichoure, leaſt —_— hter 
would therof enſue: and the wholecitic bedinided. For preuenting adaahey 
reſorted vntothe Pope, deſiring him, that with his authoritic he would take order 
for theſequarrels, whichthey themſelues could not. The Popeſent forYeri, and 
"_ bimto make peace withthe Donati, whereat Feriſeemedromaruell, & ſaid, 
e had noquarrellvntothem, & becaulc cuerie peacepreſuppoſeth war, fithnowar 
was berweenethem, he knew not Why any peace ſhould berequired. Then Yer; 
returned from Rome without otherconcluſion. Theſe humours ſ@encreaſed, that 
enery ſmall accident (as oftenit happeneth) was liketo bring greatdifturbance. In 
the moneth of May, (at which time the youth of Florence on feaſtiuall dayes doo 
diſport themſelues publiquely intheſtreetes) it happened ceraine yoong men of 
the Donati, with their friends, to come on horſebacke to behold the women daun- 
cing, neare vnto $, 7 rinita, where ſtaying awhile,thitherchanced tocomecertaine 
Gentlemen of the houſe of C:rchi : they alſo _ with them ſome of their 
friends, They not knowing that the Donati were there (whoſtood beforethem) 
 deſirousto ſee thedaunce, preſſed forward with their horſes, and ſhouldred them. 
Wherewith the Donati finding themſelues offended, drew their ſwordes : andthe 
Circhias bravely prepared themſelues toanſwerethe aflault. After many hurrs gi- 
uen and taken , euerie man departed his way. This diſorder happened ina very vn- 
happic houre, becauſe the whole Citie vpon that occaſion was diuided : as well 
the people, as the great men, andthe partiestooke name of Zianchiand Neyi, The 
chiefe of the faction Bianchi, werethe Circhi, and with them ioyned Adimari 4b- 
bati, ſome of the T oſinehi, Bards, Roſsi, Freſcobeldi, Nerls, Mannelli, allthe Mozxi, 
Scali, Gherardint , Caualcanti , Maleſpini, BoHechi , Giandonati , V ecchietti , and CA ri- 
euzzi, They were alſo follow by many populer families, and all the Ghibi- 
lini that were in Florence. So that through the great number that rookepart with 
them, they had welneare allthe ſway of the Cittie. The Donati onthe other ſide, 
were chiefe of the partic Ners, and withthemthe reſt of thoſe families before na- 
med,that ioyned not withthe Bianchs: and beſides them, all the Pazzi, Spini, Buon- 
delmonts, Gianfiliezz4, and Brunelleſchi. This humour did not only infeQtthe Cir- 
ric, bur alſodiuidedthe whole countrey. Whereuponthe Captaines of miſteries, 
with euerie other ofthe Guelfthat loued the Common weale, did feare, leaſt the 
diuifion ſhould withtime, ruinethe citric, and reujuerhe Ghibilini, Wherefore 
they ſent againero Pope Bonifacio, tothe end hee ſhould deuiſe meanetofauethar 
cittie, which had bene alwaies a ſhield of the church : and now likely either tobe 
deſtroyed, or become ſubic&tothe Ghibilini, The Pope ſentthen vnto Florence a 
Legate called Mattheode Acqua Sparta, a Cardinall of Portagall, who finding dit- 
ficultie inthe Bianchi (which part as hee thought was the greater)fearedtheleſle, 
and departing from -Florexce offended , did excommunicare the cittie : whereby 
itbecamein worſe eſtate then before his comming, Then the mindes of all men 
being full of offence, it happenedthat manie of the Circh1and Donatz,, mecting ar 
a buria!l , fell ro words, and from words, to ſwordes. Whereof for that time 
followed nothing but tumult and diſorder , and ſo euerie man returned home. 
The Circhi then determined to aſſault the Donati, with great numbers of people 
went to ſeeke them . Bur by the vertue of Corſo they were put backe , and 
manie of them alſo verie ſore wounded , All the Cintie was vp in Armes , 
the Signori, and the Lawes were trodden downe with furie of greate men. 
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The wiſeſt and beſt Cinizens lined full of ſuſpition. The Donati and their par- 
takers feared moſte , becauſe they could doo leaſt . Unger 7 pa Corſo, and 
the other heades of the Neri, togither with the Capraines of the miſteries, re- 
ſolued to entreate the Pope, to lende vmto Florence ome one of the blood roy- 
all, hoping by his meanes to opprelle the Bianchi, This aſſembly and reſoluti- 
on was notified to the Priori, and of the aduerſe part complained vpon, as acon- 
ſpiracie againſt the libertie of the Cittie, Both the factions being at that time 
in Armes, the Semators ( of whome ag. to bee one) by his coun- 
laile and wiſedome, tooke courage and the people, with whome alſo 
 ioyned manie of the Countrey. And fo inforcing the heades of the factions to 
laie downe their Armes, baniſhed Corſo Donati, With the others of the part Ne- 
74, Moreouer, the Senators ſeeming to be indifferent in this judgement, confi- 
ned ſome of the Bianchi: who ſhortly after vnder colour of honeſt occalions re- 
rurned home. Corſo and his friends imagining themlelues fauvured by the Pope, 
went vnto Kome, and with their preſence periwaded the Pope vnto that, which 

before they had written, It happend at the ſame time that Carlo de Yalloisthe Carlo di val- 

French Kings brother was inthe Fo Court, called into taly by the King of Na- (99% | 

polito gointo Sicilia, The Popethought good(being detired therenmo by the ba- Horence, 

niſhed men of Florence ) toſende him to remaine at Florence, till ſuch time as the 
ſeaſon of the yeare better ſerued to paſſe the ſeas. Then went Carlo to Florence, 
and although the 3:anchi who then gouerned , had him in ſuſpition , yer becauſe 
hee was chiete of the Guelff and (ent by the Pope, they durſt not gainſay his 
comming , but to make him their friend, they gaue him authorine to dilpoſe 
of the Cittie according to his owne diſcretion, Carlo hauing receiued this po- 

wer, armed all his friends and followers : which gaue the people great ſuſpition 

that hee intended to vlurpe the libertie. Forpreuenting ot which miſchief, Or - 

der was giuen, that eerie Citizen ſhould arme himſelfe , and ſtand with weapon 

at his owne doore, tobereadic, if Carlo (ſhouldat hisentric happento enterpriſe 

any thing. The Circhzand other heads of the faction 5:axchs (hauing bene a while 

chiefeot the Common weale, and bornethemſelues intheir oftices proudly) were 

come 1nto vniuerſall hatred, which encouraged Cor/oand others, baniſhed men of 

the fation Nera, to come to Florence, knowing that Carlowiththe Captaines of 

companies would faufour them. WhentheC ena the miſtruſt of Carlo was 

armed, Corſo withthe baniſhed men and many others that followed him, came vn- 

to Florence: and without let, entered the Citie. And though Yeride Circhi, was per- 

ſwaded to haue encountred him, yet would henot,ſaying thatthe people of Florence 

(againſt whom he came) and not he ſhould puniſhhim. But the contrary came to 

p? c,for he was by the people received, and not puniſhed. And it behoued Yer; for 

is owneafetieto flie. For Corſo hauing entered the gate called Pint, madehead ar 

S. Pietro Maggjore,neareto his owne houſe, whither many friends and many people 

deſirous ofnoueltie,came. And firſt delinered all the priſoners that had bene either 

for publique or privatecauſe committed. Then they enforcedthe Sexatorstoreturne 

totheir houſes as priuate _ : and elected in their places populer men of the 

faQtion Ners, For fiuedayesalſothey ſacked thoſethat werethechicfeoftheparr 

of Biancha. The Circhiand other Princes of that faQtion were gone out of theCie, 

and retiredto their places of force. And nor ſecing Carlotoentermedle , the greater 

ou ofthepeople became their enemies. Wheruponthough they would nor before 

ollow the Councell ofthe Pope, now they were inforced topray his aide, letting 

him vnderſtand, that Carlo was come rodiſunite, and not to vnitethe Citie, Then 

the Pope ſent againe his Legate, CH attheo i ue Sparta , Whoperſwaded a peace 

2 betweene 
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berweene the Circhi and the Donati, contirming the ſame with new alliances and 
marriages. Hee alſo laboured that the Bianchi might bee partakers of the Ot- 

fices ih gouernment : whereto the Neri ( miſtruſting the ſtare ſhould receiue 
thereby tome hinderance ) would not conſent, The Legate thereuppon grey 
offended , and departed from thence as diſcomented,, as hee had bene thetime 
before, leauing the Cittic diſobedient and curſed, Thus remained the one and 
the other part euill ſatisfied. The er: leeing their aduerſaries at hard, ſeared 
leaſt with their ruine, they ſhould recouer the authoritie by them loſt, And 
the 3rwchi ſeeing themſelues deprived of authoritie and honour, therewith be- 
ing had in diſdaine and ſuſpition, were offered new iniuries. Niche! de Circ), 
accompanied with diuerſe his friendes , and going towards his poſleſsions, pal- 
ling the bridge <Africo, was there aſlar:lted by Stone ſonne of Corſo Donati, 
This conflict was great, and of either fide verie bloodie : for Xicholo vyas ſhine, 
and Symone fo hurt , as the next night hee died. This chaunce troubled all the 
Cittic anew , and albeit the part Neys was therein moſt culpable, yer by thoſe 
that gouerned, they were defended. Alſo, before iudgement ginen, was dif- 
couered, that the Biazchi had entered a conſpiracie with 7i-tro Feranti , a Bar- 
ron belonging to Carls , In which treaſon , they practiſed to place themſelves 
againe in the gouernment, This matter came to light, by Letters which the 
Circhi/had written to the Barron : yet ſome men held opinion that thole Letters 
were not true, but forged by the Donats, to ſhadowe the infamie, that bythe 
death\of Nichs/o they had incurred. Thereuppon all the Cr; were confined, 
with all their followers of the parte Biancha : amongeſt whome was Dante the 
Poer., Their goods were folde, and their houſes razed. T hele banithed men, 
ioyned with many Gh:b{x;, diſpoſed them felues into manic places, and hoping 
with new trauailes and troubles to finde new fortune, and Carlo having done 
that ih Florence for which hee came , departed and returned to the Pope, to go 
on his enterpriſe of Sicilia : wherein hee ſhewed himſclte no wiſer, nor bet- 
terthen hee was in Florence . So that with the lofle of many of his, hee returned 
into Fraunce diſhonoured. After the departure of Carlo, the Cittie continued 
New troubles quiet,” - Corſo onely was enclined to trouble , becauſe hee thought himſelfe nor 
«+ | mag in that authoritie that hee ought to bee, but ſawe the gouernment in the hands 
of populer men, farre his interiours . Hee then mooned with thele paſions, 
thought to performe a diſhoneſt intent, by an honeſt occaſion, ſlaundering ma- 
nie Cittizens , who had the cuſtodie of the publique treaſure : ſaying thar they 
had imployed the ſame to their private commodities, and therefore it were well 
doneto examine their dooings and puniſh them for the fame. This his euill 
opinion- was allowed by manie that were men of the like diffolition : with 
whome alſo manie others , through ignorance ioyned : becauſe they thought 
Corſo had beene indeede mooued thereunto with the louve of his Conntry, On 
the other {ide the Cirtizefts laundered, having love borne them of the people, 
deferided themſelnes . In ſo much, as this Fuerſitie of opinions, after cini!l 
diſputation brought them ro Armes . On the one part was Corſo Donati and 
Lottieri , Biſhoppe of Florence : with manie great men, and ſome Commoners, 
On the other part, was the Senate, with the greater number of the people : ſo 
that the moſte part of the Cirtizens did fight . The Senators ſeeing the daun- 
ger whercin they were to bee great, prayed aide of the Zncrheſi , and ſnddeinly 
all the people of Zacca were in Florence : by whoſe authoritic, for that time, all 
thinges were compoſed . Theſe rumultes appeaſed and aſſv;aged, the people 
continued intheir authoritie, and the libertic preſcrued, without any other puniſh- 
[ men 
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ment of him that mooued the ſlaunder, The Pope vnderſtanding the troubles 
ot Florence , to pacihe-the ſame, ſent thither his Legare called Nichokeo de Prato, - 
who beeing a'man tor degree, learning, and good behaviour, greatlie repu- 
tcd, obreyned caſily fo much. tauour, as to haue authoritie ro diſpoſe of the 
ſtate as himſelfe thought good, and for that hee was in faction a Ghibiin, hee 
intended tocall home hole that were baniſhed : yet firſtthouight good to win fa- | 
uourof thepeople. Tothat end herenued the aunciem companies, which greatly 
ſtrengthened him,and weakenedthe Nobiljtie, The Legate then (perſwaded rhat 
the were becomeall his) practiſed to call home thoſethat had bene bani- 
ſhed. For the compalsing whereot he proued many meanes, which d:dnut one! 
take euill ſucceſſe, but alio made himſelfethereby tomuch ſuſpeQcd among thoſe 
that gouerned,as he wastherby enforced todepart, andrewurne hometothe Pope, 
_ Florence full of confulion,and excommunicate, Intheciticatthatrime re- 
mainednot only one humour, but _—— diſturbancethereof: beingthere in 
thediſpleaſure berwixtthe peopleand the Nobilitie, the Ghihiini and the Guelfi,the 
Bianchi and Nerr, All the citietooke Armes , becauſe many Citizens whodelired 
the rerurne of the baniſhed men , were enill content with the Legates departure, 
The chiefe of thoſethat moved thequarrell, were the Medici and GuignizWho to- ,, 1ici wnd 
ither withthe Legate were dilconeredto fanourthe Rebels : In (undrieparts of Guii 
thecitiethe people fought. To which diſorder , there happened ahre, firſt in 0yto 
Sante Michele , at the houſes of the 4bati : fromwhence it palled tothe houſes of 
the Capoyſacciand burnt themy with the houſes of Aauzz!, Ameri, T oſchi,Cipriani, 
Lamberti, and Caualcanti, andallthenew market, From thence it paſſed tothe gate 
of 5, Mariazand burntall that,returning abour Porte Yecchiogand confumed the hows 
ſes of Gherardini, Palci, Amidei, and Luccardeſi, with many others, thatthenumber a- 
mounted t@ 17 00. ur more.Some wereot opinion thatrhis tire happened by chance 
inthe tury of the conflict. Others athrme,that one Neri Abbati Prior of S, Pretro'Sca- 
ragio, a man diſſolute anddelirous of milchiefe, kindledthe ſame. - For ſeeing ene- 
ie man occupied inthe conflict, knew he might do that difpleafureawhichnoother 
could remedie. Andtothe endit might the rather haue ſucceſſe/;hee ſet fire inthe 
houſes of his owne companions. Itwas theycare 13 4, in the moneth of ily, 
whenthecitic of Florence was with fire and (word inthis fort afflifted;Corſo Donati 
was hee, that of all others in theſe rumults armednot himſelfe, becauſe h 
theratherto be Indge and V mpireberwixt the parties: when being weary of fight, 
they ſhgnld be content tobe perſwaded, Notwithſtanding , weapons werelaide 
downerather for very wearineſſeand neceſitie, thenthroughany pacitieation or 
alion of peace.. For this onely followed thereof, that the ls ſhould not 
rcturne,and thefattionthat favouredthem remained with diſaduantage. The Le- 
gate returning to: Kome, and hearing the troubles that were begurme in Florencey 
' perſwaded the Pope, that for the vruting of that Cittie , it was neceſfarie for hini 
to ſend thither forrwelneprincipall Citizens , wherebytheroore ofthe miſchiefe 
remoued, it ſhould bethe more ecalieroquenchrhe ſame. This Councell was 
the Popeallowed, and the Citizens ſem for, appeared, Amongſt whom was Opr// 
Donati. \Whentheſe Citizens wereabſent, the Legarewrore vntothe Rebels; that 
the chiefe of the Cintizeris were from home, and therefore the time ſerueq well 
for themito rerurnevmo Florence, Which eacouragement being receiued , they 
aſſembled their forcesand cametothe Cittie, entering wherethewalles were not 
fully finiſhed : and paſſed forward, tillthey came to the Piaz<4 at Saint Gioun- 
#, It wasathing notable, roſee how'thoſe citizens, whohad lately fonght for 
the Rebelles, ſo long as difarmed they deſired is ; beeitig now oor” 
; an 
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and forcing thecitie, became their enemics,and tookearmes againſt them.Somuch 
the common good was by thoſe Citizens eſteemed and preterred before private 
friendſhip, Wherefore vniting themſelues with all the people,enforced the re- 
bels todepart and returne from whence they came. This enterpriſe had noſucceſſe, 
both becauſe the baniſhed men had lett part of their forces at Laitris: and for not ha- 
uing tarried the comming of Toloſetto}bart: , who ſhould haue come from Pitore 
W uh three hundreth men. But they imagined, that expedition ſhould haue preuai- 
led murethen force {as often inlikecaſes it io happeneth) that delaies do hinder oc 
calion : and haſte wanteth force. The Rebels being gone back, Florencereturnedto 
the wonteddiuiſions, Thentotakeaurhoritie tromthe houſe of Caxalcanti,the peo- 
pleby force remoued them from poileſsion vt the Caſtle called Le Stinche , ſeated in 
the vale of Greweaunciently belonging thereto. And becauſe the ſouldiers therein ta- 
ken, werethe firſt that were put intothar priſon newly builded, thar priſon ever at- 
ter, was called Le Stinche,by the name ot the Caſtle from whencethe priſoners came. 
Newreſvt= Alſo thoſethat were chiefe ofthe Common-weale, renewedthe companiey of the 
mauoun Ho- eople, and gaue them Enfignes as had bene before ordered : making Gonfalomeri of 
"IIy the miſteries, calling them Colleggiod: S1gnori. T hey ordeined allo, that the Senate 
ſhould retorme all diſorders, inume of warre, by Armes, andintimeof peace, by 
Counlell. They ioyned vnto the two old &etzori one Eſſerutore, who,togither with 
the Gonfaloniert, ſhould reformethe inſolencie ofthe great men. In the meanetime 
dicd the Pope, and Corſo with other Cirtizens was returned from Rome. The Citic 
ſhould then hane. continued quiet, had it nox bene with the vnquictneſle of Corſoa- 
new diſturbed. He, to gaine himſelfe reputation, euer vied to hold opinion contra- 
rieto men of moſt authoritie: and wherunto he found the people enclined(togaine 
their fauour) that way hedireCted his authoritie. Whereby he made himſelſc head 
ofall new opinions, and to him reſorted all thoſe whoſought toobteineany thin 
by extraordinary meane. For that cauſe many great Citizens did hate him, which 
Coil Dona. hatred encreaſed ſo much,as the faltionof Nericametoopen dinilion,becaule Cor- 


' ſo imployed priuare forces, and ſuch as wereenemics tothe tate. Notwithſtanding, 
ſo great was the authoritic of his perſon and preſence, that euerie man feared him : 
eto winne from him the populer fauour (as by ſuch kinde of meanes might eaſily 


done) a brute was put foorth , thathe wentabour to tyrannizethecitie : which 


was eaſily beleeued , becauſc his maner of liuing didin troth ſurpaſſethe charge of 
cigil expence. That opini6 was encreaſed gremly,after hetooketo witethedaugh- 
ter of /guccione della Faggiola,chiefe of the tattion Ghibilom & Branca , inToſeanamolt 


mightie. This alliance cometo knowledge,the aduerle part twoke Armes; and the 
e for the ſame occaſion refuſed todetend him : the chicteſt ot them joyni 

with his enemies. Thegreateſt of his aduerſaries were KoſſodellaT ofa, Patzin 
Paz, Geri Spini, and Berto Brunelleſcht: they with their followers, and the greater 
part of the people, aſſembled themſelues armed at the ſoote of the Pallace, of rhe 
Signori.By whole order an accuſation was preferred to Ptero Brancha (Captain ofthe 
poopie): | —_— for that he, with the aide of /Vewcione , ſotightto make 
imſelfe a tyrant. was he cited toappeare, and after for contumacieindged a 
Rebell. Berwixt his accuſation & the 1udgement pronounced, was not longer time 
then two houres, This ſencence giuen,the companies of the people vndertheir En- 
ſignes, marched towards him. Corſo onthe other lide was not dilmaied, (though he 
wereabandoned by many his friends)nor forthe ſentence pronounced, nor yet with 

. the authoritie of the Senators, nor the multirude of his enemies : but fortified his 
houſe, hoping thereto defend himſelfe, till he were reſcued by Yeuccione, for whom 

he had ſent. All his houſes, & all theywaies vaxorthem, were tortified & madecloſe: 

and 
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and within, many of his faQtiontodefend them. So thar, the people (though in 
great numbers comethither) could not enter, Theconflict was great, many flaine, 
and many hurt of cither ſide. And the people ſeeing that _—__ wayes they could 
not preuaile, brakethe houſes of his neighbours, and by that deuiſenot miſtruſted, 
did enter. Corſo then ſeeing himſelfe with enemies , and nolonger truſting to 
the helpe of /exccione , reloluedto ſee what meane he conld findeto faue himſelte, 
lith of vitorie hee vrterly diſpaired. Then with Gherardo Bondmi, and many others 
his moſt valiant and faithfull friends , he charged his enemics with ſo great turic, as 
hebrakethem, and made way topaſle yoo, rothe gate of the Citie, where they 
got out. Yetwerethey ſtil! purſued, Gherardo vpon the bridge Africo, was by 80- 
Faccio Cauiccinols lane. Corſo alſo was taken at Bowezano,by certaine horſemen belon- 
ging tothe Senate, Notwithſtanding beeing broughrtowardes Florence, hating the 
iightof his enemies, and the glorie of their victorie, he fell from his horſe, and was 
by oneofthem which ledde him, there murthered. The bodie was attertaken vp by 
the Monkes of S.Salur, and(without any honor)by thern buried. This was theend 
of Corſo Donati,vntowhom, his country, & the faction of Neri, for marty deeds both 
ood and bad, muſtacknowledge it ſelfe beholding, But had his diſpoſition & mind 
emorequiet,the memorie of him had deſerued great honour. For indeed he was 

a Citizenſorare, as had at any time before bene ſcene in our citie,  Yettrue it is, that 
his factious mind bereft him of that honour which by his country and confederates 
was due:and intheend, procured his ownedeath,with many other miladuentures, 
Veuccione comming tothereſcue of his ſonne in law, & arriued at Reywli,heard there 


that Corſowas by the peopleraken. Wherupon,knowing that hecould by no means 
then a—_ him,for not hurting himſelfe,returned backe. Corſorhus ending his life 
appencdintheyeare 1308. wasthe cauſetharalltumults ceaſed, andthe 


(which 
citie continuedquier,till ſuch time as intelligence was giuen,that Arrigothe Empe- 


rour (who fauoured by the Florentine Rebelles) was come into /taly , followed by 0 mg 
them,and intending to put them againe in poſſeſsion of their country, Forpreuen-/113. 


ting of which miſchiefe, the en 64d ne citie thought goodto call home all 
t — eciall name baniſhed : whereby thenumber of their c- 
nemies ſhould betheleſſe. The greater numberthat remained in exile were Ghibilini, 


he 
and ſome fewe ofthe faQtion Banca, among whom were Dante Alighierizthe ſonnes 


of Yeride Cerchi, and Giano della Bella, They ſem alſo for aide to Roberto King of Napo- 
li, which not obteined at his hand as their friend : they were enforced to giue him 
thecitie for five yeares, tothe end,he might defend them as his ſubie&ts. Then the 
Em paſſed into 1t«ly, and by the way of Piſa, went to Kowe,thereto be crow- 


andthe Ki gr 
happened hortly after, that Yguccione a; F, 


\ Z 
came Prince of Piſa, and not long after of Lucra + brought thither by the ionof Nhederbet 4. 
Ghibilini, with whole aide he greatly iniured his neighbours. Amongſt whom, the | 
Florentines to bedeliuered, gaue vntothe brother of King Roberto, the gouernment | 


_ oftheir Army.Ygwcciove onthe other ſide,fortheencreafing ofhis power, laboured 


continually, till by forceand ſubriltie he had gotten many inthe vale of 4rno 


and Niezole, Then marching towards Monte Catini, with intent to beſiegetheſame, 
the Florentine: thought it neceſſarietoreſcuethat place, leaſttheloſſethereofmighr 
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thonſand or moreof their men wereflaine , with Pierothe Kings 
nerall ; whoſe bodie afteryyards was never tound : neither was this victorie with- 
anes and Lea» / 
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diſturbethewhole coumcey, Then aſſembling a great Army; they paſſedintdthe 


vale Nieuge,wherethey fought with Fgxuioxe, and intheendoftheirbanaile,two 
brothertheir Ge» 


out loile to /guccione, whoſe ſonne was alſo killed 3 with man 
ders ot his Armie. The F#lorentinesafter this overthrow, fortihed thetownesabout 
them, and the King Robertolenmt them a revy Generall calſed AndreaEarleNoxello, 
By whoſe gouernment, (or rather by the nau:rall inclinationof the Florentines, dil- 
conmented with euerie ſtate, and diuded by enerie accident) notwithſtanding the 
warres they lately had with Yezcr:one, tel! tro tattion. The onepart whereof,called 
themſclues the Kings friends, the other the Kings enemies. Thechicfe ofthe Kings 
caemics,were SimondellaT oſa,the houſe of Magalotti, with certane other populer 
men, inwhomreſted thechicte of the gouernment. Theſe men found mcanes to 
(end into France and Germany, to leauic Captaines and ſouldiers ro remoue the Earle 
Andrea Gouerno:ir tor the King. But their fortune was fuch, as could not bring to 
paſſethar/they deiired : yet did hey not abandontheenterpriſe, but becing diep. 


pointed hoth by Frarce and Germany, they found ora Goucrnour in Agebis,and be- | 


tore his comming,remoued Andrea. Landode Agobio being come,was madetheir mi- 
niſter, orrathectheir hangman, hauing recemed ablolutcauthoritie oneralſthe ci- 
tizens. He, being a man couerousand cruell, accompanied xvith his ſouldiers(all 
armed) vilited euerie ſtreere,murthering eueric man, whom thoſe that elected him, 
would require. Y ca,(fuch was his infolencie) thathe cauled falſe mony tobe quoi- 
ned wihohe ſtampe of Fl-rence, and no mandurſt gainſay thedoing therof : ſo grear 
wa3theauthorictie whereunto the diſcord of thecitic had brought him. Great and 
jamenable was the eftatc of thisrowne , which neither thememorie of pafſed di- 
vitiun, neitherthe feare of /guccione, nor the amhoritie of the King could reforme. 
In moſt miſcrable plight irthen remained, whenthe country was ſpoyled by 
F gaccione, and the citie within by Zando of Agobioſacked; TheKings Gilmer 
all contrary to Zandoand his followers. Likewiſeall Noble houſes, the chiefeofthe 
people, & al the Guelfi, Notvyithſtanding,becauſethe aduerſe party had the gouern- 
ment, they could not without perilltothemſelues be diſcoucred. Yet rfoluingo 

be deliuered from ſodiſhoneſt atyrannie, they wrote iecretly vntothe King R; 
ro, ro makethe Earle Curds Emttifolle his Lieftenant in Florence : which theKing pre- 
ſeatly did , andshe adverſe part (norwithſtanding that the Senators were comrarie 
wihe King) ducſtnor for the reſpetthey barero the Earle , finde fault.' Bur the 
Lace hed nottherby much authoritie, becauſethe Senators & the Gonfaloniere were 
by La#4oand his partic fauoured, During thecom:muance of theſetroubles in Flo- 
hendda dats. ws of King Abbertocomming trom Germany, paſſed that way in'her 
jouray towards Car/s, "4 6 of Roberto her hsband. She was greatly-henouted 
by the Kingsfriends, andikey imparted vnto her the ſtate ofthe citie, and theryran- 
nie of Lande with his followers. In ſomuch as by the fanour ofher, before her de- 
arurethe citic was pacified, Zardoremoued from his authoritie, and with riches, 
lood, and ſpoile, ſent hometo 4gobio. The government alſoof the King ouer the 
citie,for three yeares was continued, And whereas there had bene beforeſerien Se- 
natorseleCted by Lando,{ix more werechoſen for the King , ſorhe Magiſtrates were 
for atimethirteene. After,they were reduced totheauncientmumber of ſeuen. A- 
bout thistime Yguccione was deprined of his authoritic in Lace & Piſa; and Caſtruc- 
cio Cafracani, froma priuate Cittizen, aſpiredto be Lord of Zucs: forheebeing a 
yoong man of great courage, & in eucrie enterpriſe forrunate, became it ſhorr ſpace 
theprincipall Leader ofallthe Ghibilini in Toſcana, For whichreſpeR ra 
b etting 
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ſetting alide private diſcord , deuiſed with themſclues by what meanes Ca#rxcio 
might be kept downe: and how his forces alreadie growne might be reliſted. And 
to . end that the Sexators might with better jares > beaduited, & withmore au- | 
thoritie executethe ſame, they elected rwelue Cinizens, whome they called Zone 
Homini: without whoſeconſent and counſell,the Senators might nor do anythmg of 
importance. Inthis mean while,the FRGEEY of king Roberto was expired, & the 


citie became Princeouer it lelte, with the auncient Magiſtrates and gouernors ther- 
of. Alſo the great tearethey had of Caitruccio, did hold the ſame vnited, hee hauing 


done many things againſt the Lords of Zunigzana, and afſembled Prato.T he Floren- 


tines hearing thoſe new es,reſolued : and determiningtoreſcuethattrowne, ſhut vp 
their ſhops and went confuſedly togither, tothe number of twentie thouſand foot- 
men,and fifteene hundreth horſe, Alſoro diminiſhtheſtrength of Ca#trucero,and en- 
creaſe their owne,the Senators by proclamation gauenotice,that whatſocuer Rebel! 
of the faction of Guelff, would cometo thereſcue of Prato,ſhould bealtertheenter- 
= reſtored to his country. Vponthis proclamation morethen fourethouſand Re- 

els camepreſentlythither. T his great Army in haſte conduQed to Prato, ſo much 
terrified Ca;truccio, that withour triall of his fortune by fight, he retiredto Zucca. 
Thengrew great controuerſte within the Campeof the Floreatines, berwixt the 
Nobilitie andthe people : for theſe would haue followedthe enemie, hoping by 
fight ro haue ouerthrowne him ; and thoſe would returne backe, laying, it ſufticed 
thatthey had hazarded Florencetoſuccour Prato.\Vhich was well done,being con- 
ſtrained by neceſsitie, but ſiththe cauſe was now remooned, no wiſedome would 
(where litle was to be gotten and much tobe loſt) that fortune ſhould be further 
tempted. This martrer (the roger not agreeing) was referred tothe Senators, who 
found among themſelues the ſame diuerlitice of opinions that was betweene the 
peopleand the Nobilitie: which being knowne , much company aflembled in the 
Market place, v{ing great words of threatningstothe Nobilitie ;- In ſomuch thar 
they for feare, gaue placetothe will of the people : but all roalate, becauſe inthe 
meane while the enemy was with fafetic ein Lucca, This dilorder brought the 
people into ſo great indignation of the Nobilitie, that the Senators would not per- 
tormethe promiſe, by their conſent giuentothe Rebels : whichthe Rebels vnder- 
ſtanding, and hopingto _ the Senate beforethe Campe arriued at F/orence,of- 


fered toenter the gates: ut their intent being diſcouered by thoſe inthe Citie, were 
repulſed. Then they ſought to compaſlethar mp__—_— , Which by force they 
e Senators in remembrance of their 


could not, and ſent eight Ambaſſadoursto = t 
promiſe, and the perill they had vnder the fame aduentured, hoping of that reward 
which was by themoftered. The Nobilitiethereby put in mind, & knowing them- 


ſelues by promiſe bound,labourcd greatly in the fauour of the Rebels, Notwithfti- 
ding , by reaſonthe people were offended, for not following the enterpriſe oCx- | 


ſtruccio, nothing was obrteined : whichafterward proned the great ſhame & diiho- 
nour of the citie. For many of the Nobilitie therewith diſpleaſed, didaflaieto win 


that it rn; by entreatiethey could not, For which purpoſe,they conſpired - 


withtherebelles toenter the Citticarmed, and they would takearmesalſofortheir 


aide. This appointment beforetheday ofexecution, was diſcouered : whereby the 
| baniſhed men at their Frwon found the cittiearmed, andorder givento appre- | 


hend them abroad, and keepedownethoſethat were within. Thusthis enterpriſe 


was ineueriereſpe& withourſucceſſe. Afterthedeparture ofthe rebe!s,thecitizens 
deſiredtopuniſhthoſe by whoſe meanes they did come thither. Andalbeit euerie 
man knew whowerethe offenders, yet no mandurſt name them, much leſſe accuſe 


them. Therefore to vnderſtand the troth without reſpec , itwas ordered , that ſe- 
cretly 
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cretly the names of the offenders ſhould bee written, and priniliedeliuered tothe. 
Captaine. Inthis accuſation werenamed Amerigo Donati, T eghiaio, Freſcobald:,$. Lot- 
teringo Gerardini:who hauing Iudges more fauourable,then OY deſerued, 
wereonely condemned inpecunill puniſhment, Thetumults which grew in F/o- 
rence by comming otthe Rebelsrothegate, made triallthat one Chiettainefor all 
the companies of the peopledid not ſuthce : and therefore they required after, that 
ro cucric company might be appointed three or foure Leaders; andto cuerie Gonfa- 
loniere rwoor three others, whomthey would hane called Pexnonieri. Tothe end, 
that mtime ofneceſsiticallthe companienot aſſembling , part of them, vnder one 
head might be imployed. Moreouer (as it happeneth in all common weales aſter any 
accident)ſome old lawes be difanulled, & ſome others are madenew : fothe Senate 
before appointed from timetotime, the Senators withthe Collegriwhichthen were 
(rotheend their force might bethegreater) had authority giuenthem and their ſnc- 
cellors,to continue in othce _—_— the ſpace of fortie moneths. And becauſe many 
Citizens feared their names notto be put imtothe bagge, they procured anew Im- 
borſation. Ofthis beginning, grew the electionot Magiſtrates, as well within, as 
without theCitie : which election was inthoſe dayes called mborſation. Afterwards 
the ſame was called Squittini. And torthat euerierhree, orat themoſt fine yeares, 
this order was taken,the occaſion of tumults inthe Citie,atthe choice of Magiſtrars, 
was remooued , yet \verethey ignorant of ſuch diſcommodiries, as vnderthis (mall 
commoditie was hidden. The Fon 1315, being come; and Ca##raccio having fur- 
priled Pi#oir, was grownetothatgreatneſle, that the Florentines fearing thelame, 
determined before ach timeas he was ſerled in his Principallitie, ro aſſault him, and 
bring him vnder their obedience. For which purpoſethey leuied rwentie thouſand 
foote men, andthreethouſand horſe. Withtheſeforces they beſieged 4/topaſato,in 
hope by hauing ofthat Towne, to impeach Begun of thoſe that would cometo 
theſuccour of Pisoia. T he Florentines prevailed inthis enterpriſe, and hauing raken 
theplace,marched towards Sn the country where they went. Notwith- 
ſtanding, throughthe ſmall wiſedome ofthe Generall, or rather his infidelitie, little 
good enſuedthereof. This Captaine was called Ramondo de Cardona, Hee, ſeeing the 
Florentinesto haue bene liberall of their libertie, giuing the ſame ſomtimes to Kings, 
and ſometimes to the Legates of Popes, and menof meanequalitic: thought it poſ- 
ſibletobring himſelfetobea Prince; it firſt he could lead them into ſome great ne- 
ceſxitie, He gauethem therefore to vnderſtand,that for his better repuration,it was 
meetefor himto hauethe ſame authoritie within the Citie,thathe had inthe Army: 
otherwiſe he ſhould not hauethat obedience of his ſouldiers which belonged vnto 
a Generall. Where:o the Florent ines not conſenting,the Army proceeded ſlowly,or 
rather euericday loling ſomewhat : and Ca#truccro continually gained. Becauſe, by 
that time werecome vnto him diuerſe ſupplies ſent by the iſcenti, and other tirants. 
of Lombardy.Caftruccio by this meane growne ſtrong,and Ramonds hauing negleCted 
his ſernice : as for want of fidelitic hedid not proſper at the firſt,ſo hecould not after 
ſauc himſe!fe: for whileſt he lingered with his Camp,CaFrucciodid aſſault him,and 
ouerthrew him, neare vnto Altopaſsro. In which conflift many Citizens were ſlaine, 
and with them Ramondo himſelfe : who thereby found the puniſhment of fortune, 
which his infidelitie and euill ſeruice tothe Florentinesdeſerued. Thedifpleafures 
which Ca#rucciodid afterthe viRtorie , by ſpoyling , diſtroying, burning, impriſo- 
ning, & killing,cannot betold. Becauſe withour wy reſiſtance he rodevpand down 
inthe country, where himſelfelifted, ſpoyling, and comminting what cruelties hee 
thought good. The Florentmes (cantly able, after ſogreatan onerthrow, todefend 
the citic: yet were they not ſo greatly diſmayd,but that they made much proviſion, 
| both 
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both of men and money : ſending alſoto their friends, to hauetheir aide. All which 
{ufficed not to bridlethe furie of ſomightican enemie. Wherefore as conſtrained, 
they made choyſe of Carlo Duke of Calaria,ſonto King Roberto,to betheir Prince : 
offering him, not their friendſhip, but their obedience, and prayed himtodefend 
their Citie, But Carlobeing occupied inthe warres of Sicilia (and thereforenot art 
leiſurerocome in perſon, ſent thither Gualtieri, by Nationa French man, and Duke The Duke of 
of _Athene. He as deputie for his maiſter, rooke poſleſsion of the Cirie, and placed CO_— 
officers according to his owne diſcretion, Notwithſtanding, his behaniour was ſo Florence, 
modeſt, and contrary to his owne nature; that eueriemanloned him. Carlohauing 
ended the warres of Sicilia, being followed with a thouſand horſemen camerto Flo- 
rence,and made his entry inthe yeare 13 2 6. whoſecomming ſtaied CaFruccio from 
ſpoyling of the Florentines countrey. Butthat reliefe which was found abroad, was 
loſt within, and thoſe diſpleaſures which the enemies could nor, were by friendes 
ormed. Bicauſethe Senatorsdid nothing without the Dukes conſent:who with- 
m the ſpace of one yeare, leuied inthe Citie fourethouſand Florins,notwithſtanding 
that by the capitulation with himtaken , it was agreed , hee ſhould haue but two 
thouſand. So great impoſitions were daily by him or his exaQted. To theſe diſplea- 
ſures new ſuſpitions, and new enemies werediſcouered. For the Ghib:lini of Lom- 
; bardyſuſpeted ſomuch the comming of Carlointo T oſcana,that Galiazz90 Viſconti 
othertyrants of Lombardy, by mony and promiſes, procured Lodowico dj Bawiera Em Tie Empe- 
r cleted,againſtthe Popes wil tocome into /taly:who being arriued in Low- ics called 
body, marched towardes T oſcana, where withthe helpe of Ca#ruccio hee became inco lualy. 
Lord of Piſa. And being relieved with mony, he went towards Rome : which cau- 
ſed Carloto leane Florence, and returne tothe kingdome, leauing ___ Saggi- 
netto his Lieftenant, Ca##rnccio, after the Emperours d poſleſled Piſa, and 
the Florentivestooke from him by praQiſe, Piitoia, which CaFruccroafter beſieged, ! 
with ſo great vertueand reſolution, that althoughthe Florentines many times afſaicd 
toreſcue the Towne, ſometimes afſailing the Army, and ſometimes diſturbing the 
Country: yet conld they neuercither by force or induſtry, remouehim from that 
enterpriſe. So greatly hethirſted tochaſtiſe the Pifoieſh, and offend the Florentines, 
By meanes whereof,the Pioieſiwere conſtrained to receive him fortheir Prince”: 
whichthing, albeit were greatly to his Rt phones inthe end his difaduantage, 
For being returned to Zaces, there he: died. And becauſe that one good or euil hap, Thedenth of 
commeth ſildome vnaccompanied , with thelike : alſoat theſametimedied Cay/o caſtruccio & 
Duke of Calauria Prince of Florence, as it were,tothe end thatthe Florentinesbeyond 2{Duked 
all expeQation might bedeliuered fromthe gouernment of the one, andthe feare 
of theother. They thus become frc2e, reformed the cittie,difanulled all orders ofthe 
olde Councelles, and created rw«oy0 newe Councelles : the one hauing in it three 
hundreth Cittizens Commoners , and the other two hundreth and fiftie Gen- 
tlemen, and Commoners , mixed. The firſt of theſe, was called the Councell New refor- 
ofthepeople, theother the comimon Councell. TheEmperour beeing arriued m3%onnFe- 
at Rome, created an Antipope, anc1 ordered many things in preiudice of the church, 
and many other things alſo hee 2 trempred without efte. And thereforewith this 
honour he remoned from Rome to Piſa; where,cither of melancholy,or for want of 
mony to paie eight hundred 4 raine horſemen, whowere rebelled,and at I onte- 
chiaro had fortified themſctues,c lied. They,ſo ſooneastheEmperour departed from The death of 
Piſato go vnto Lombardy , ſurp1 ſed Lucca, and draueout of that cittie Franceſco Ca- L99ouice. 
ftracani, left thereby theEmper our. Then being poſſeſſed of that cittie, and inten- 
ding to make profit thereof,ol Feredtoſell it tothe Florentines, forthreeſcore thon- 
ſand Florins, & wasrefuſed by the Councell of Simon dellaT ofa. This refuſal would 


haue 
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| haue beneto ourcittic moſt profitable, if the Florentines had euer continued in that 
minde: bur becauſe ſhortly after they changedopinion, it was greatly roour loſle, 

For if at thattime for ſo ſmall price, they might ſopeaceably hauc had it, and would 

not, afterward deliring it, and offering much morethen was required , they could 

not obteine it : which was the occaſion , that Florence many times with great preiu- 

dice hath changed the gouernment, Lucca being thus by the Florentinesrefuſed, was - 

+ by Gerardino Spinela of Genouastor thirtie thouſand Florins bought, And becauſe men 

be more ſlow to laic hold ofthat which they may comeby , then todeſire that they 

cannot attaine vnto: ſo ſooneas this bargaine made with Gerardino was knowne,and 

how ſmall aſumme of mony he paid; the people of Florence became greatly deliroys 

to haue it, repenting themſelues, and blaming thoſethat werethe cauſethatthe bar- 

gaine proceeded not, Thenſought they to get that by force , which for money was 

refuſed, For obteining whereot , they ſent their ſouldiers to ſpoilethe country be- 
longingto Zucca, In this meane time, theEimperour was gone out of /taly, and the 

The trouvles Antipope by order of the Piſani, ſent priſoner into France, The Florentinesthen,from 
Forenceall the death of Caſtyuccio (Which happened inthe yeare 1 32 $.til the yeare 13 4 0.con- 
ceakd, tinuedquiet within, & attended their matters of ſtate abroad. They alſo made many 
warsin Lombardy,torthe comming thither of king /ohn of Bohemia inToſcana,tou- 

ching the ſtate of Zacca. They likewiſe ornefied their cittie with new buildings. For 

inthat time,the Tower of S, Reparata,according tothedireCtion of Giotto(an cxcel- 

lent Painter) , was builded, And becauſe,in the yeare 1333. by meanes ofa maruel- 

lous lood,the Riuer of Aro into many places ouerflowed thecittie,morethen 12, 

cubits ; many bridges and _—_— were thereby decaied , which with great care 

and expence were now reſtored. But the yeare 1 3 40. being come, new occaſions 

of alteration were growne vp. T hecittizens of moſt power, hadtwo meanesro en- 

creaſe and maintain their greatneſle. T he ore, by reſtraining the number of thoſethar 

ſhould be elected Magiſtrates, whereby the oftices of authoritie came either vnto 
them, ortheir friends. The RT themſclues being chicfeatthe eleQion of 

the Rettori,they were by them intheir offices the more fauoured. Andthis ſecond 

cauſethey eſteemed ſomuch, thattotheſe rvo ordinarie Rettori, they alſo ioyned a 

third : whom they inthoſe dayes brought in cxtraordinarie, vnder thetitle of Cap- 

taine of the Guard, and placed therein /acamoGabrieli de Agobio, gining him abſolute 

authoritie ouerthecitizens. He,day by day, beforethe face of them that gonerned, 
committed many iniuries, & among thoſe that were iniured, was Pierode Bardi,and 

Conlpiracy ©4740 Freſcobaldi. They, being gent. and naturally proud, could not endurethat a 
againſt Iaco- ſtranger wrongfully,and inthe preſenceof ſome Magiſtrates had donethem iniuric: 
mo Gabriek \hich, both againſt him,and thoſethat gouerned, they conſpiredto _— Into 
wg that conſpiracie,enmered many Noble families, and ſome of the people; whom the 
tyrannic of himthat gouerned,did offend, The order of execution agreed vpon, 

was, that enery man ſhuld aſſemble into his houſe as many armed menas he could, 

and inthemorning of All Saints day, wheneueriebodiewas in thechurch, totake 

armes, and kill the Captaine. Which done, they determined toplacenew Senators, 

and with new orders to reformethe ſtate. But becauſe enterpriſes of perill,the more 

/ theybethought vpon, themorevnwillingly be performed. Iralwaies ___ 

that c6ſpiracies not ſuddenly executed, are forthe moſt part diſcouered. There was 

among the conſpirators one called Andreade Bardi, (in whom the conſideration of 

uniſhment do more,thenthe hope of reuenge)reuealed allto Jacamo Albert? 

bis brother in law. Then /acamo enformed the Prieri , and the Priorienformed the 
Gouernours. And becauſethe day of danger grew neare (which was the feaſt of 

All Saints) maniecitizens conſulted inthe Pallace,and thinking it dangerous ne. 

re 
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ferre thetime, judged it beſtthat the Senators ſhould cauſethebelltobening , and 
thereby callthe peopleto armes. 7 4{do/ alori was Gonfalomiere, and Franceſco Salutati, 
one ofthe Senate, being tothe Bard kinſmen, would not hauethe Bell rung, 
laying it werenot well done, vpon eveerie light occalionto armethe people, For au- 
thority being giuEtoa looſe multtude,could workeno good effect. It was alſo calic 
tomouerumults, butto ___— them, hard. It werethertore much better, tirſtto ex- 
amin thetroth ofthe ca RAR theſameby law,thE correQ it diſorderly with 
ruine of thecitiez which words were not willingly heard. For the Senaters with ma- 
ny injurious and mptuous ſpeeches, were enforced toring the Bell: vpon hea- 
ring wherof,all the people ran ſodeinly into the market place, armed, On the other 
lide,the Bardi & Freſcobaldi, ſecing themſelues diſcouered, intending to winnetheir 
purpoſe with glory, or die without ſhame, tooke armes: hoping todefend that part 
of the citie where their own houſes were: and onthe other lide of theriuer fortiti- 
cd the bridges __ to be ſuccoured by titnobility ofthe country, & other their 
friends, Which purpole was diſappointed by the people that inhabited where their 
houſes adapt 9. > armes in fauour ofthe Sexat: ſothat finding themſclues diſ- 
apointed,they abidoned the bridges, & retired tothe ſtreet wherethe Bardi dwelt, 
as a place of more ſtrength then any other, & that very valiantly they defeded, 1acobs 
de Agobioknolving all this conſpiracy to be againſt him,fearful of death, & amazed, 
at thepallace of the Senators inthe midſt of the armed men, placed himſelf. Butthere 
was ales fe the Rettori, who had leſſe offended: and moſt of all in the Po- 


deſta,called Maffeode Maradi.For he preſented himſelfto thoſethat fought, & asam? 
ſenceles, & without al feare,paſsing the bridge Rubaconte,entred in amog the (words 
of the Bardi,making ſignesroſpeak with the. Wherupontney c6lidering therene- 
uecrence of the man, his vertue, & other his good, & greatqualities,ſtaied their wea- 
pons,& quietly heard him. Hethen with modeſt &graue words blamedtheir c6ſpi- 
racy, laying beforethem the perils whertothey were lubieCt, ifthey gauenot ouer 
this populer enterpriſe: giuing the alſo hope, thatthey ſhould be fanourably heard, 
and mercifully zudged. And promiſed moreouer,tobethe mean wherby their reaſo- 
nable offences ſhould find compaſsion. Then hereturned back to the Senators, and 
erſuaded the not tobe victorious with the bloud of their own citizens,neither to 
mdgebetforethe cauſe were heard. And his ——_ preuailed ſo much,as by c6- 
ſent ofthe Senate the Bard; & Freſcobaldi with their friends, were ſuffered to abands 
thecitic & return totheir caſtles. They being gone, and the people difarmed,the Se- 
#ators proceeded onely againſt the families of Bards and Freſcobaldi , who had taken 
armes, And to ſpoile them of ſome part of their power,they bought ofthe Bard:,the 
Caſtle of cf angona, andthe Caſtle of Varina, and madealawe, that no Citizen 
might poſſeſle a Caſtle within twentie miles of Florence, Within fewe monethes 
after, Stiatta Freſcobaldi was beheaded, and many others of that familie proclaimed 
Rebelles. It ſuthced not the Gouernours to haue oppreſſed the Bardr, and Fre- 
ſcobaldi, but they did (as men commonly doo) the more authoritie they haue, 
the worſe they vſe it, and the more inſolent they become : ſo, where was before 
one Capraine of the Guard who oppreſſed the Citizens within Florence, they 
alſo choſe an other.in the Countrey , to the ende, that men to them ſuſpected, 
ſhould neither within the Cittie nor without , have anie dwelling. So carneſtly 
were they bent againſt the Nobilitie , that they forced not to ſell the Cittieto bere- 
uenged : aſpeCting onely occaſion,which came well, andthey berter vſed the ſame. 
By meanes of many troubles which hapned in Lombardy & T oſcana,the poſleſsion of 
theciticof Lucca was come into the hids of Maſtino della Sealla, Lord of Yerona,who 
(notwithſtanding hee was bounde to a” þ fame to the Florentines) did ot, 
becaulc 
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becauſe hethought himlelfe ablerto hold it, the get ous. Lord of Parma,and 
thereforeof his promiſe he madenoneaccount at all , which mouedthe Florertin.s 
to offence. For revenge whereof, they ioyned againſt him with the Yexetzans, and 
made ſo hone warres vpon him, as thereby he was inforced almoſt ro abandon his 
country. Notwithſtanding therof followed nothing, but ſomeſarisfaCtion of mind, 
to have oppreſſed Maitino. For the Yenetians (as 21l otherdoethat ioyne in leagne 
with ſuch as be weaker thenthemlelues) atter they had ſurpriſed Tring and 1":cen- 
ſa,withourreſpect of the Florentines made peace with Maſt;w.$hortly after,the 1"i- 
ſconti Princes of Milan, hauing taken Parmatrom Ma#tino, and heefearing forthat 
cauſe, that Lucca could not be kept , determined toſell it, T hoſethatdefired to buy 
thatcitie, werethe Florentinesand the Piſani. In beating the bargaine,the P:ſan per- 
cciued that the Florentines richer thenthey, would obteine it. Therefore they 
ſought towinneit by force, and withthe aide of 7;ſconts beliegedir, The Florey- 
tines notwithſtanding proceeded, and bargained with ſa#imo, paying part of the 
money in hand, and for payment of the reſt, delinered hoſtages , Naldo Rucce 
lai, Giouazni the ſonne of Barnardinode Medici, and Rofſode Rici : and then by or- 
der of £Maitino , the poſleſsion of the Citie was 'delinered. The Piſani notwith- 
ſtanding purſued their enterpriſe, and by all meanes pas fabonred'to get the 
Citrie by force : yet went the Florentines to reſcue the Cittic, and remooue the 
ſiege. Butafter along warre, the Florentines were forced withloſſe of their mo- 
ney and honour to depart : andthe Piſa; became Lordsof the Citie. The loſſe of 
this Towne (as in like caſes it ener happeneth) madethe people of ub-ncy 7 un} 
offended with thoſe that gouerned , whome incuerie Market placethey defamed, 
accuſing them of couctouſneſle and vnaduiſed counſell. At.the beginning of this 
warre, the authoritic thereof, was giuen to twentic Citizens , who elecied Ma- 
lateaof Rimini tor their Generall. He gouerned the ſame with ſmall courage, and 
leſſe wiſedome. They alſo praicd aide of Roberto King of Napoli, whoſent vnto 
them Gualtiert Duke of _Athene : and (as fortune would , -prepairing all things for 
furure'miſchiefe) arriued in Florence , at the ſame inſtant when the enterpriſe of 
Lucca was viterly loſt; Whereupon the twentie, ſeeing the people diſpleaſed, 
thought by chuling anew Capraine, tobring them intonew hope. Andtothe end 
that 4 Duke of Athene might with more authoritie defende them, they created 
him firſt their Defender, and after gaue him the title of Capraine Genera!l, ouer 
their men' at Armes. The great Cittizens , who tor the occaiions beforeſaid, li- 
ueddiſcontent, and many of them hauing alſo acquaintance with Gua/tiert, at ſnch 
trimeas they gouerned Florexcein thenameof CarloDuke of Calanria, thought the 
time was come toalterthe ſtate, & oppreſſethe people, who had ſo long oppreſſed 
the.For the bringing of that to paſſe,theythovght good to reducethe gouernment 
vnder one Prince, who knowing their vertne, &the infolencie of the people, might 
reward the one and puniſh the other. They might alſo __ themoreof the Prin- 
ces fauour, if heby their meanes, aſpired tothar dignitie. To compaſſethisintenti- 
on, they manietimes met in ſecret, & perſwaded the Duke to takethe gonernment, 
offering toaidehim tothe vttermoſt of their powers. With theſe Gentlemen, itoyned 
ſomepopuler families, as the Peruſs!, Acciainoli, Antelleſi, and Buonacorſi, who being 
greatly indebted , and notableropaic of their owne , deſired withthe ſernitudeof 
their country , and the goods of others todeliuer themſelues from the dannger of 
their creditors. Thoſe perſwaſions mooued the ambitious minde of the Duke, 
to great deſire of gonernment, and the rather to make himſelfe beloned, and 
accounted vpright, therewith: alſo ro winne the fanoure of the people , hee 
perſecuted thoſe that had - gouerned the warres of -Zacca, and put to death, 
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Giouan de Medici , Naddo Ruccellati, and Guglielmo Altoniti : many alſo were baniſhed, 
and manic in money condemned. Thele executions amazed much thoſe of the 
meane ſort, onelie the Gentlemen and baſeſt people were therewith ſatisfied, 
Theſe, becauſe their nature is to reioyceat cuill, and thoſe for thatthereby their 
iniuries receiucd of the people , were reuenged. When ſo euer the Duke paſled 
the ſtreetes, his fauourers would publiquely ſpeake to his honour, and wiin that 
the fraude of the Citizens might be by him examined and puniſhed. The office of 
the rwentie thus became diſeſteemed, the reputation of the Duke growne great, 
and all men for feare, or affection, ſeemed tohonour him. And in tokenthereot, 
ſet the Dukes Armes vpontheir houſes. In ſomuch, asthis Duke wanted nothin 

that belongedtoablolute authorite, __—_ titleof Prince. Then he periwad K. 
himſelfe,that wharſoeuer he attempted might beſafely done,and theretoreſent vnto 
the Senators, letting them vnderſtand, that tor the better gouernment otthecitie, it 
behoned himto hauethe full abſolute authoritie & gonernment:and ſeeing that all 
thereſt of the Citizens weretherto conſenting, hedelired thattherwith they would 
be alſo pleaſed. The Senators albeit that long before they had foreſecne the ruine 
of their Countrey , yet were they all with this requeſt greatly troubled. And 
though they knew alſothe peril}, yetnottoomit the dutieto their Countrey, they 
boldly denicdtheDuke. T his Duke ro make himſelfe bethought the more relig1- 
ous , and \yell diſpoſed , did chooſe for his dwelling , the Monafterie of Saint Croce: 
and being deſirous toexecnte his euill intent, hee cauſed to be publiſhed by pro- 
clamation , that his pleaſure was the people ſhould reſort vmto him, at the gate 
of the faide Monaſterie. This proclamation amazed the Senate much more ben 
the meſſage, deliuered them by word. Whereforethey thought good to ioyne 
with thoſe Cittizens, whame they knew to be louers of their Countrey. Nei- 
ther did they thinke (knowing the Dukes forces) that there was other remedie, 
to divert the Duke from the enterpriſe, then to entreate him : and ſomakeproofe 
what effeQ faire words might worke, to perlwade himto vie himſelfe inthe go- 
uernment moremildly. Then went certaine of the Senators vnto the Duke, and 
one of them ſpakeas followeth, My Lord,we are come hither, firſtmoued by your 
Gracesrequeſt, and next by your commandement toafſemblethe people. For it ſce- 
meth athing cerraine, that you intend to obteine that extraordinarily , whereun- 
to by ordinarie meanes wee haue not conſented. Our meaning is, not by force 
to hinder your deſignes , but onely laie before you, how greeuous a burthen 
you put vpon vs, and hoy perillous anaCtion yourake in hand. To the end you 


may hereafter remember our Councels, and waigh the ſame with theirs, whonor 


for your profit, but for the execution of their owne furie, haue counſelled you. 
You laboutto bring this citiein bondage, which hath cuer liued in libertie. For 


that authoritie which we haue graunted to the Princes of Napoli , was compa- 


nie, and not ſubieQtion. Hane you conſidered of what importaunce and how 
ioyfull a thing the name of libertic is, in cueric Cittie hike vnto this ? The 
vertue whereof, no force can ſubdue, no time can conſume, nor no inerite can 
deſerue. Conſider (my Lord) how great forces it bchoueth you to haue , to ho!d 
ſogreat aCiticin ſeruitude. - Thoſe ftraungers, whome you haue enterteined, 
bee notof force ſufficient : and theſe that be withinthe walles, arenot to be tr1- 
ſed. For ſuch as benow your friends, & haue counſelled you to this enterpriſe , 0 
ſooneas they haue with your authoritie beatendowntheir enemies, wil ſeek alſo by 
what means they mayto oppreſſe you, & make themſelues Princes. The baſe mp1l- 
tirudealſoin whom you truſt, ypon euery accident, (be it neuero litle)do chaufige 


their opmis. Sothat in ſhort time, you may _ ro find this citieyous foe, which 
2 thall _ 
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ſhall betheruinethereof,and yours alſo, Neither can you find remediefor fi.ch a 
milchict, {ith thoſe Princes onely can gouern ſecurely,who hane tew enemies : be- 
cauſe thoſe few, either by death or exile may ealily be remoued. Butagainſt vniuer- 
fall hatred , noaſſurance can be found : becauſe you know not wherethe miſchiclc 
groweth. And who lo teareth euery man,cannot aflure himiclte ot any man. Alſo,if 
you ſceke to be aflured of others, you enuiron your ſelte with perils : becauſethoſe 
that remain,do hate you the more, and arethe morereadie toreuenge. Athing moſt 
cenain it is,thatnotime can weareout the delire of liberty. For we know,wherethe 
{ame hath bene inacitie reuined by thoſe , who neuertaſted thereof, ſave onely by 
the memorie of this name libertie, which their anceſtors by tradnis did leauethem, 
Thertore hauing recouered it, withall obſtinacie andreſolutionthey wildefend it, 
and if our anceſtors had neuerlett any ligneot libertie,yer ſhould webeput in mind 
therot,by thele publike Pallaces,by thele places made tor Magiſtrates, & theſe bad- 
ges of freedom & libertie: whichthings be publikely knowne,and with great deſire 


- euery citizen ſtudiethro know them. What can you do,or what can by any meane; 


bedone, tocounteruaile the weerneſle of lite inlibenie, or makethe people forge: 
the commodities therof? Yeathough you could joyneall T oſc.zatothe dominis of 
this ſtate, or might euery day return tothe citie,triumphing ouer your enemies, yet 
all ſhould nor ſuffice. Becauſe that glory ſhould not be yours, but ours. And our ci- 
tizens ſhould c6quer no ſubieAs,bur encreaſe companions inſeruitude, Albeit your 
maners were —, your behauiour curteous, and your indgements iuſt : yer were 
they not of force inough tromake you be loued. If you would beleene,they did ſuf- 
fice; youtherin ſhould decciue yourſelf, Forto men accuſtomed to alite in libertie, 
thelighteſt clog ſeemeth heauie, & the loſeſt bands dopinch. Athingimpokible it is 
for any ſtate by violence.gotten,to be by a good Prince mainteined: becauſe of force 
hemuſt become like vnto his gouernmet, otherwiſe the one & the other wil periſh. 
You muſt therforethinke either to hold the citic with extreame violence, ascaftles, 
garriſons of men, & forrein friends(& yer many times they ſufficenot)orels be con- 
tent, With that authoritie, which we hane ginen you, We therefore perſwade yon, 
and pray you to remember,that ſuch obedience is durable,as is alſo voluntary. And 
labor not(being blinded with ſome ambition) to ſet your ſelf where you neither can 
ſtand nor cimekigherwichout your great preiudice & onrs, & ſubeforcedto fall. 
Theſewords moued not at all the hardened heart ofthe Duke, fayimg,his intention 
wasnottotake away,but reſtoretheliberty ofthecitie. For cities diſunited werenot 
free,but thoſe that were vnited. And if Florence by reaſon of fattions, ambition, and 
enmitie, had loſtthe liberrie, hee would reſtore it. Saying moreouer, that not his 
owne ambition , but the ſure of many Cirtizens, brought him to take this bur- 
then : and therefore they ſhould do well to be content with that , wherewith 0- 
thers were contented. As touching thoſe perils which hee _ by this occaſion 
incurre, hee feared them nor at all. For it was the ofhce of no good man, to 
ſeauethe good, for feargof cuill, and the propertie of acoward , for feareof good 
ſucceſſe, to abandona glorious enterpriſe. Alſo hee hoped (o to beare himſelfe, as 
they ſhould hane cauſcin ſhort ſpace, to confeſſe that they truſted him roo lirtle, 
and feared himroomuch. The Senatethen ſeeing no more good tobedone, + na 
that the next morning with their authoritiero giue the gouernment vmtorhe Duke 
for one yeare, wth ſame conditions, it was ginento Carlo Duke of Calanria. It 


was the eight day of September 13 4 2. whenthe Duke accompanied by Giowan de! 
la 4 ofa , "with all his followers, and many Cirrizens, came intothe Market Place, 
and there in preſence of the Senators, aſcended vp tothe Ringiera (for ſothey cal- 
ledthar place ofthe ſtaires bel6ging tothe Pallace) where the conditions py 

the 
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the Senate, the Duke were read. And when the Reader pronouncedthoſe words, 
which gauethe Dukeauthoriie for one yeare: the people cried for hislife. Then 
Franceſco Ruitichelt(one of the Senate) role vp toſpeake,and appeaſerhe tumult : but 
his words, were, with ſhouting ofthe people interrupted. Soas by conſent of the 
multitude he was created Prince,not for one yeare only, but for euer : & being car- 
ried by the multitude about the market place, his name was proclaimed. It is the cu- 
ſtome, that wholocuer is appointed tothe Guard of the Pallace, [hall in abſence of 
the Senators be ſhut yptherein. To which ofhiceart that time was Rimert 57 Gietta 
appointed : hee beigg corrupted by the Dukes friends, without anie violence offe- 
red, recciued the Duke intothe Pallace. And the Senaters therewith amazed, and 
diſhonored, went hometotheir owne houſes, Then wasthe Pallace by the Lukes 
ſeruants ſacked, The Gonfalonidel Populo thruſt out , and the Dukes Armes (et 
vpponthe Pallace, tothe great and ineſtimable gricteand forrow of all good men, 
the great content of thoſe, who cither tor 1gnorance , or wicked mind there- 
unto conſented. 'The Duke having gottenthe gouernment, intending to rake 
all authoritie from thoſe that were woent tc detende the libertie of the Cirtie; 
did forbid the Senators to aſſemble anic more inthe Pallace, and appointed them Ocdinaunees 
a priuate houſe, Hee tooke aiſo the Eniignes trom the Gonf.zlonzeri of compa- —_ _— 
nies. Hee remooued the order of iviſtice againſt the Nobilitie, and delivered ,penciBlo- 
the priſoners that had bene committed. Hee cailed home the Zara; , and Fre- rence. 
ſcobaldiy who had bene baniſhed , and gane genera!l commandement thatno man 
ſhould weare weapon. Alſo for his better detence within the Citie, he wanne 
himſelfe forraine friends, and for that purpoſe pleaſured the Aretini, and all 0+ 
thers vnder the Florentine gouernment, Hee made peace with the Piſani , not- 
withſtanding hee were created Prince purpoſely to make warre with them. Hee 
tooke the obligations from thoſe merchants,that inthe warre of Zucca had lent mo- 
ny tothe ſtate. He encreaſed the old Impoſts, and ereCted new : taking all authoritie 
fromthe Senators. The Rettoriby him appointed, were Rag/tone dv/Perrgia,and Gugli- 
| elmodaSceſi: with whom he ioyned,Cerrettieri Biſlomini; and thoſe three men were 
his onely Councell.T hetaxes which he impoſed vponthe Citizens were extreme, 
his indgements vniuſt, & thatgrauitic & curteſie which he had beſore fained, was 
connerted into pride, and crueltie, For many citizens both wealthy and noble were 
condemned, and diuerſe alſo by new inuented tortures, tormented. Moreouer to 
ſhew his authoritic in like ſort abroad, as it was inthe citie,he authorized (ix Rettort 
forthe country, who and ſpeiled the rurall people. He had the great men 
in ſuſpitzon, alt y them hee had bene pleaſured : and that ſome of them 
by his meanes had bene reſtored to their Countrey, For hee imagined that ſuch - 
oble mindes as commonly are in Gentlemen , could not be contented with his 
gouernment. Hee ſought therefore ro winne the good will of the people, ho- 
ping with rheirfoue , andthe aide of ſtraungers, to detende his ryrannie. Then 
the moneth of May being come, at which timethe people were accuſtomed ro 
make ſport andtriumph, be cauſedthe companies ofthe Common people,and ba- 
ſeſt ſort to haucEnſignes, and money, with honourable titles ro bee guen them. 
Wheruponthe oge part of them, went from placero pace feaſting and triumphing: 
and theother partwith great md thetriumphers, When fame had dil- 
perſedabroadthenew principallitie ofthe Duke, many otthe French Nation came 
vntohim. And heetocuerie one of them (as men moſtto berruſted)gauecounte- 
nance and enterteinment. So that Florence within (hort ſpace was not onely ſubject 
tothe French men, bur alſo rotheir factions and apparre!l. Becauſe both men: 
and women, without reſpect of ſhame, did followe them. But =_ all 
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thingsthardiſpleaſed , was the violerice which heand his, withourreſpect, vſed to 
the women, The Citizens liued then with indignation, ſeeing the maieſtic of 
their ſtare ruined, theirordinances broken, their lawes diſanulled, honeftlifecorrp: 
red,and all ciuill modeſtie extinguiſhed. For the Citizens, not accuſtomedro ſee a- 
ny regall pompe,couldnot withourſorrow beholdthe Dukeamidſthis guardes of 
armed men, both on fuote and horſebacke : for ſowith their owne ſhame,they were 
forcedto honour him , whomethey moſt hated, Whereuntomight be joyned;the 
feare andgeath of many Citizens, and the contimnuall exattions, wherewith he itm- 
poueriſhed,and conſumed thecitie. All vy hich m#ignations and feares, were well 
iough knownetothe Duke, yerwould he not be ight to miſtruſt any thing; 
but ſnew himſelfeasthough he were beloued ofall men. For it happened that Yr? 
teo di Moroſo, either togratifie him,or acquite himſelfe of danger,revealed a conſPi- 
racie practiſed by the houſe of Atedici,and ome others. The Dukeenformed ther? 
of, did'not onely not examinethecaule, bur alſo cauſed Matteomoſt miſerably tobe 
pur-rodeath. By which doing, het6oke courage from all thoſe that wonld tell him 
aniething for his good, and encouraged others that went about his riine. He cau- 
ſedalſo with great crueltie,therongue of Bettone Cinito be cut off, who after,ther- 
of died. And this puniſhment was done, becauſe &ettoxe had found fanilt with the 
exactions laid vponthe Cittzens. Thele cruelties encreaſed offence inthe people 
with their hatred tothe Duke, becauſe that citie which was accuſtomed treely rods 


| andſpeake allthings, could not endureto hauetheir handsried,and their mouthes 


cloſed. Theſe offences andthis hatred grew tothat ripeneſle, as moguednot onely 
the Florentines, (who could neither mainraine their omenor ſuffer ſeruitude) 
bur even the moſt ſeruile people of the world,to reconer libertie. And therup6 ma- 
ny citizens of all eſtates relolned, withthelofle of their lines ro recouertheir [bens 
loſt. Theapractiſed they three ſorts of conſpiracies, the one —_—— —— 
the ſecond among the people, thethird among the artificers. Thele conſpiracies, 
belides the general reſpect, were for particuler reaſons willinglytakenin hand. The 
great men defiredtorecouerautho-tie. The people were ſorrowfull ſor having 
loftthe gouernment. And the Artihcers found their trades and earning of money tv 
be decaied. Ar that time Agnolo Acciainoli, was Archbiſhop of Florence, who ig his 
Sermons and otherwiſe, had extolled he actions of theDuke , anddone him great 
fauouramong the people. Bur afterwards ſeeing him Prince,and knowing his ty- 
rannous proceedings, knew how much he had decenied his country : and therefore 
ro make amendes of that faulte, determined , thatthe hande which had made the 
wound, (hould alſocure it. Wherefore he became head of the firſt and greateſt con- 
ſpiracie : wherein were the Bardi, Roſs:, Freſcobald,Scali, Altouiti, Malagotti,Strozzi, 
and Mancini. The chicteof the ſecond conſpiracie, were Manmoand Corſo Donatr, 
and with themthe Pazzi,Cauiccinl;,Cherchi, and Albici. The principall of thethird 
conſpiracie,was Antomo Adimari,and with himthe Meads, Borlini, Rutfelai,% Alda: 
brandini : whoſe intent was to hane ſlaine the Dukeinthe houſe of 4/hezr,whiher 
(asthey thought) he intended to go vpon Midſomer day, ro behold therunning of 
horſes. But thither he went not, andtherforethat enterpriſe became friſtrate, Then 
they ment toaſſault him walking inthe citie ; but that ſeemed hag todo,becayſche 
was well accompanied, and alwaies armed, therewith alſo enerie day changed his 
walke,ſo as they knew not in what place certaineto wait for him. It was likewiſe the 
opinion of ſome, thatthe beſt were to kill him in the Councell : and yertthat were 
hazardous ; for though he wereſlaine , the conſpirators (- ov!d be at thediſeretion 
of his forces. During that the conſpirators communed of theſe matters, Anthonio 4- 
dimari, diſcoueredthe matter to ſome of his friends of Siena , whoſe aide hee hoped 


of, 
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of,and tolde themrhe names of ſome conſpirators, ſaying that the whoteCitic was | 
benttro recoucrlibertie. Thenone ofthem imparted his knowledgeto Franceſco 
Brunielleſchi,not with intent the praQtiſe ſhould belaid burſt ling tharhee 
alſo had bene ofthe ſame conſpiracie. Franceſco either for teare of himſelte, or tor 
the hatred he bare towards ſome other, reuealed all tothe Duke : and preſently Pa- 
golo del Mar ecchia, and Simon da Mantezappolt were ended ; Who detecting 
thequalitieand quantitie ofthe conſpirators, did thereby much amazethe Duke, 
and wasthereforeconnſelled ratherto ſend torthem ;rhenarreſt them: For itthey 
fled, then he might without his ownediſhonour, bytheir baniſhment afſurehim- 
ſelfe. TheDuketherefore cauſed Antonio Adimars bonaticg tohis_ 
companions, preſently a ed. Adimar; being ſtaied, the Duke wasaduiled b 
Fraxeſche eu Lamms pe our Buondelmontt,toſearch the Citie,and kill ſo md 
ny as could beraken. Butthatthe Duke thought nat gpotlyappoling his forces not 
ſufficient to encounter ſo many enemies, and thereforeproceededanother way 
which hauing takeneffect, ſhould both haue aſſured himofthe enemies,and allo 
gained him ftr .TheDuke was accuſtomedat occaſions, to aflemblethe Cirts 
zens, and totakertheircounſel}. Hauing therefore ſent out to aſſemblethe people, 
he made abill of three hundrerh Citizens names; and cauſed his Sericatits vader 
colonr of councelling withthem , to warnethem toappeare: and being appeared, 
he intended eitherro kill them, or impriſon them. Theapprehenlion of Antonio A- 
dimari , andthe ſending for other Citizens (which could not beſecretly done) did 
reatly difmay euery man: but moſt of all, thoſethat knew themſelues guiltie. In= 
{_ as men of greateſt courage wonld not obey him. And becauſe manie had 
read thebill, wherin one ſaw an others name, the oneencouraged the othertotake 
armes,and choſe rather todielike men, then as Calnes tobe led tothe butchery.By 
this means withinan houre; all therhree —_— became knowne one vntothe 
other: and determined the day following (which wasthetwentie fixt of luly,inthe 
yeare 1342. )roraiſeatumult in theolde Marketplace : there toarmethemſelues, 
and call the peopletolibertie, Thenextday, about highnoone, according to ap- 
| ,enierieman tookearines,and all thepeople hearing thenameof liberrie, 
armed themſelues, and enerie man in his quarter prepared him vnderthe Enſigne of 
the peoples armes, whichthe conſpirators had ſecretly cauſed to be made. And the 
chiefe;as well ofthe Noble houſes,as of the popules families,came forth and ſware 
both their owne defence,and the Dukes death, (excepting ſome of the Buondelmonts 
and Caualcanti, With thoſe foure families of the people, which procured him to be 
made Prince. They, togither withthe Butchers, & people of baſeſt condition,came 
armed rothe Market place in defence of the Duke. Ar this vproare,the Duke armed 
all his Coun, and his ſeruants in ſundrie placeslodged, mounted on horſebacke to 
cometothe Market place. But in many ſtreetes they were beaten downeand ſlaine, 
and onely three hundred horſes came vnto him. The Duke mthe mean whileſtood 
doubtfull, whether he were better tro come our and fight with his enemies, or de- 
ſend himſelfe withiathe Pallace. On the other fide, the Medici,Canicents, Ruccellat, 
and other families moſt ininred, did feare that ifthe Duke would come ont, manie 
that had taken armes againſt him, might happily becomehis friends. And therefore 
toremouethe occaſion of his commin ,and encreafing his forces, made head, 
and went vpto the market place. Atwhoſearriyal,thoſe 1 families,that ſtood 
there for the Duke, ſeeing the Citizens conragiouſly to chargerhem , chaunged 
theirmindes. Afterthe Duke had thus altered his fortune, ind eneriemanreuol- 
ted tothe Citizens, faning Youccione Buondelmonti, who went intothe Paſllace : and 
Giannozz0 Canalcantiwith part of his men, retired vntothenew Market; and nr 
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Jdeſicing the toarmethemſcluesrodefend the Duke. Allotl.crarker 
t0rerritiethe people, he threatned them, that it obſtinately they followed the enter- 
priſe againſtthe Prince,they ſhould be all {laine. Bur tinding nomanto follow him, 
nor yet any that purſued him,and ſeeing himlelfeto haue laboured in vain,tempting 
forrune no further, retired vmto his owne houſe. The conflict in the meane while 
(berwixt the leand the Dukes ſouldiers) was great,and thoughthe Dukes for- 
ces defended ic Pallace, yet were —— vanquiſhed: fome ofthem yeel- 
dedrotheir enemies, and ſome leauing their horſes, tolowed intothe Pallace. While 
inthe Market place the fight continued , Corſoand Amrige Don:ti, with part of the 
poopie brake the priſons, burnethe Records utthe Poleitz, & of the publiquecham- 
: acked the Kettoriand theirhoutles ; and lev; all the officers ot the Luke, the: 
they could laic hand vpon. T he Duke onthe other (ide, ſecing the Market place loſt, 
and all the citic againſt him ,not hoping of any helpe,made procfe, whetherby any 
curruous act the people might be appeaſed. Therfore he called vnto himthe priſo- 
ners,& with gentle words deliuered the, & made Antonio A/mwricthonghnothing 
to his owne contentment) a Knight. Hee cauſed alſo his owne armes tobe rafed our 
of the Pallace, & ſerthe peoples armes in the fame place. Which things being done 
$00 lIareandout of time, by enforcement,and wit order,helped litle. Thus as a 
mandiſcontented & beſieged, heremained inthe Pallace, and found by experience, 
that by couctingtoo much, he loſtall : and therefore looked within fewedayes,ci- 
therrodieby faminear ſword. The Citizens intending ſome forme of government, 
aſſembled themſclues in Santa Reparata: and created there fourcteene Citizens, halte 
of them great, andthe other halte populer,whowith the Biſhop, ſhould haue fill 
aithoritieroreformethe ſtare of Florence. They chuſed allo fixeto hayethe auth» - 
riticofthe Pode#atill hee were come. ' here were in Florence at that time, diucrſc 
| comethither to aidethe people : amongſt whom , were ſome Saneſi ient 
from Siena, with fixe Embaſſadours , men in their country much honoured, They 
berwixt the people and the Duke praCtiſed reconfiliation,but the peoplerctuſed to 
commonofany agreement, vntill Guglielmo ds Scefi,and his fonne,with C:yretiert Biſe 
domini weredeliuered intotheir hands, The Duke would not rherenitoconſent,till 
being threatned by thoſethat were ſhut in with him, fuſfered himſelfeto þe infor- 
ced, Cenainlythe furie is greater, andthe harmes more, when libertic is in recoue- 
ring, then whenthe ſame is recquered. T his Cug/re/mo and his (onne, being brought 
among thouſands of enemies, (the yoong man not being eighteene veares ot age) 
could neither by his youth nor innocencie be faned fromthe furie ofthe multirude., 
And thoſe that could not ſtrike him alive, would needs wound him being dead, Yea 
not being ſatisfied by cutting him jn peeces with (words, with their nailes and teeth, 
they alſorare his fleſh, Ando the end al their ſences might have part inthe revenge, 
hauing alreadie heard him lament, ſeene his wounds, and tonched their neted. 
would alſothattheirtaſte (011d rake part, ſo that all ſences both without & within 
might be pleaſed. This terrible furic though it were greeuous to Grg/ielmoand his 
ſonne, yet was it profitableto Crrretieri, Becauſethe multitude, being weary with 
the crueltie executed vpon thoſe rwo,did clearly forget him, remaining ſtill within 
the Pallacenot called for. Then, the night following, by certaine of his friends, hee 
was conueyed away and (aued. The multitude being appeaſed with blood of theſe 


The Duke of wos Acondubes CR was ſet downe, that the Duke and his, ſhould 
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2e,and renounce all his authoriticouer Florence, 
as he (honld come to Ca/entino vponthe confines , ratifie 
the ſame. After this compoſition, the ſixt day of Auguſt he departed from Florence, 
accompanied with many Citizens. And arriued in Caſextino, he ratified (though vn- 
willingly) 


OF FLORENCE. + Lib.z. 77 F 


willingly) thereſignationofhis authoritie : for had henot bene by the Earle Simone - 
threatened tobe brought backeto Floreme, he would not haue pertormed hispro- 
miſe. This Duke(as his proceedings do ſhew) was couctous and cruell, no willing | wp) 
hearer of complaints, and in his anſweres, haughtie; hee looked for ſeruice of all tus diſpofii- 
men,and eſteemed the loue of no man : yetdelired hetobe beloned, morethen fea- FF 
red, His perſon and preſence did deſeruetobe hated , noleflethen his conditions , iy! 
his bodice was ſmall, his face blacke and hard fauoured , his beard long and thin (o Fog 
as both in appearanceand being, hee merited the loue ofno man. Thus within the Ag 
rearme of ten moneths, his cuill behauiour loſt himthat gouernment, which foo- 13S 
liſh Councell of others had giuen him. Theſe accidents being happened within the 9 


citie, gaue encouragement toall the townes which had bene ſubieQ tothe Floren- 14 
tines, toreturnealſototheir libertie : whereby Arezzo ; Caſtighone, PiitoiaV olterra, kf 


Colle, and S, Gimignano, rebelled. Afterthe Duke was thus dren away, the foure- 

reene Citizens, togither withthe Biſhop , thought better to pleaſe their ſubieas 

with peace, then make them enemies by warre. And therfore ſeemed as much con- a. 
tent withthe libertic of them, as with their owne. Thenſentthey Embaſſadors ro 
Arez20,torenounce all their gouecrnment and intereſt in that citie, & make a league 

with the Citizensthere. To this end,that fith they could not haue their aideas ſub- 

ies, yet they might hane it as friends : with otherrownes they likewiſe praCtifed 
tocontinuethem in friendſhip. This counſell wiſely taken, had happie ſucceſſe: be- 

cauſe Arezzo after afewe yeares returned vnderthe gouernment of Florence, & the 

other rownes within a fewe moneths came totheir auncient obedience. Whereof 

may be conceiued , that many timesthings fled ornotdelired, arewith leſſeperill 

and ſmaller chargevbtcined, then if the ſame had beneby extreametrauell & great 

force followed. All things thus ſetled abroad,they rurned their ſtudietodeale with 

marters within : and afterſome diſputations betweene the great and populer Citi- 
zens,they agreed that the great men ſhould hauea third part inthe Sexate, & inthe 

ther "flices he halfe. The citie(as hath bene beforeſaid) was dinided into fix parts, 

ſo that one of the Senators was appointed to euery (ixt part, vnleſſe vpon ſome acci- 
denttwelue or thineene were created: but ſhoftly a erthey werereduced againe 
tothenumber of ſixe. It was therefore thought good toreformethe gouernment in 

this point, as well for the cuill diſtribution ot the parts, as becauſethey intended to | 
deliuverchargeof thegates tothe great Cittizens; it was neceſſarie to encreaſe the 

number of the Senators, Therforethe citie was againediuided, into quarters : allot- ,, 
ting tocueriequarter three Senators, leauing out the Gonfaloniere Della Iuititia, and againe refof= 
the Gonfalonieri of companies, Andinlieu of therwelue Buoni Hominithey created med. 
eight Councellours , of either ſort foure. This gouernment with this orderſetled, he 
would have continued quiet, if the great citizens had benecontentto live withthar : 
modeſtie,that to aciuill lifeapperteined : but they followed acourſecleanecontra- | 
rie. For when they were priuate,they would nocompanions;and being in anthori- | 
tie ledas Lordes, Soas eucrie day ſome proofeof their infolencie and pride was | 
ſeene, which thing greatly diſpleaſedthe people, ſuppoſing that in place of one ty- 
rant ſentaway,there was growne vpathouſand, Theinſolencie of the one part, and Tx Pevhle 's 
the offence of the other, grew tothat greatneſſe,that the heads ofthe people did ex+ offended with Me 
poſtulate vnto the Biſhopthediſhoneſtie of thegreatmen , who were not by anie 'henobilte, (i 
meanes content toliuelike companions and neighbours, And therefore perſwaded ? 
him to finde meanes that the great Cittizens might be contented withthe meane 

offices : and that the Magiſtracie of the Senate ſhould be onely left tothem, The Bi- 
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ſhoppe was naturally good, but eaſily perſwaded to alter opinion : which was the # 
caule, that by perſwafion of his companions, he firſt fauouredtheDuke of _—_ \" 
a 1 
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and ſhontly after by the counſell of ther Citizens conſpired againſt him. Sonow he 
ſeemed in reformation of the ſtate, firſtro fauour thegreat men, andaftertoallow 
berter of the people,moued by thoſe realons, which the populer Citizens had tolde 
him. Hetherctore (uppoling to find as fmallconſtancie in others, asin himſelfe, per- 
ſwaded berwixt them a compolition. Thenhe afſembled the fourtteene, whoyer 
continued in their authorine, & periwaded themto yeeld the office of Sexateto the 
people, alleadging that would be thequiet ofthe citie, and thedeniall, the ruine 
thereof. T hele words did greatly chaunge the mindes ofthe great men, and X:do/- 
pho de Bards, with butter words reproued the Bi ſhop,calling him a mannot to be tru- 
ſted: laying betore himthe triendihip which heentered with the Duke vnaduiled- 
ly, and how he baniſhed himafterwardes, traiterouſly. And inconchiſion he (aid, 
r thoſe honours whichthey with their perill had gotten, with their perill ſhould 
bedetended. Thus being divided fromthe Biſhop, he & his companietooke leaue, 
and went vnto others of their conſort, imparting the matter to allthe Noble houſes 
in the Cittie. The people likewiſe brake their mindesto ſuch as were menoftheir 
condition. Whilethe great men prepared themſcluesrorthedefence of their Senators, 
inal pars thought good to bealſoreadie, and ſuddeinly ranne vntothe Pallace ar- 
ry, em , and requiring that the great Citizens ſhould renounce the Ma- 
iſtracie. Therumour and cumult was great, and the Senators found themſclues a- 
Bikinet : becauſeallthe people beeing armed, the great Cittizens durſtnotrake 
armes,but mo _ remained _ _— _ e. By meane Cy new 5c- 
The autoritie 4075 appointed by the people, firſt a thetumult, and aue knowledge 
hereof. favir peop 8 8 


C_ ng that their com cm. Tagore. an, andthat they 
kom them, Werefaine, for auoyding a wore inconuenience totakethiscourſe , & ſoſent home 


the other Senators (ate totheir houſes. The great Citizens thus remooued fromthe 

Pallace, the office was alſorgken away fromthe foure great Counſellours. In whoſe 

ace, they appointed twelue of the people, with the cight Senators that remained. 

hey created one Gonfaloniere delu#titia, & (1xteene Gonfalonieri ofthe people. They 
alſoreformed the Councels, ſoas, all thegouernment remained at the dilcretion of 

the e. Ar(uch timeasrheſe things happened, there was great dearth inthe ci- 

tic: by meancs whereof, both great Citizens and thebaſeſt ſort of people became diſ- 
contented. Theſe, for hunger,andthoſe tor hauing loft their authoritie : which oc- 

caſion made Andrea Strozzito imagine, that it were poſible for him to vſurperhe 

_ libertie ofthe ciric. He perſy-aded withthat imagination,ſolde his corne much ber- 

Cite . : 

ter cheapethen others : by meanes whereof , many people reſorted vnto his houſe. 

And one morning hee mounted 0n horlebacke , being folluwed by ſome of them, 

tooke courageto call the people toarmes : which done, within lefſe then onehoure 
fourethouſand people werealſembled ; with whom he went to the Senate,deſiring 

the Pallace might be opened forhim. Bur the Senators with threatnings and force, 

ſent him from thence, and after with proclamations (o terrified him, that by litle and 

ltlecuerie man returned to his houſe. Soas Andrea being left alone,could ſcantly flic 

and fue himſelfe from the Magiſtrates. This attempt, althongh it were vnaduiſed, 

and had ſuch fucceſſe, as commonty all others like thereunto haue, yet did the ſame 

giue hope vmtothe Nobilitie,that they might calily oppreſſethe people, ſeeing the 

The nobilirie pooreſt ſort milliked them. For not looſing this —— they determined to 
ofaic ro reco- rmethemſelues with all ſorts ofaide, and reconerthart reaſonably, which vniuſtly 
-- <« wc ndlty aire; nondalbgg AI mo hays had img mer of 
einthis enterpriſe, t ly 11ded armes , fortified 

their houſes, and Ce rk | Gin Lonke/t. The people onthe other ſide,to- 

gither with the Sexate,madeth&ir prouiſion, and arming them;ſenttothe Sanefiand 

| Perugint 
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Perugini for aide. The aſsiftaunce of the one, and the other beeing come, all . ,, -.,,. 
the Cittie wasin Armes, and the Nobilitie made head onthis fide. Arn inthree im. agant 
places. - At the houſes of Canicciulli neare to S, Giowanni : at the houſes of the *b< n0-uue. 
Pazz4and Donati, in S. Piere M a ; 


jore : and at the houſes of the Canalcanti in the 
newe Market. The others beyonde 1 no, fortitiedthe _ and ſtreeres next 
xtheir houſes, The Neriatthe bridge Caraiz; The Freſcobaldi-and Mannelli, at 
S.T rinita. The Roſ5iand Bardi, at the vide bridge ; andthe bridge Rubacontedefen- 
ded themſelues. Thepeople onthe other part, vnder the Gonfaloniere della Tinititia, & 
the Enlignesof companies aſſembled themſelues, Being thus prepared,the people 
— nolongertodelaie the fight, The firſtthat gaue the charge werethe 
Medictand the Rondinegli, who afſanited the Cawiceiwlli in that way whichleadeth: 
fromthe Court beforeS. Giowannt totheir houſes, Therethe conflict was great, by 
reaſonthat fromthe Towers ſtones were caſt downe to the harme of many, & be. 
low others with Crofſe-bowes were ſore hurt, This fight continued three houres, 
and ſtill the people encreaſed. Then the Canicciulli ſeeing themſelnes by the multi» 
tude ouermatched,and wanting aide, yeelded to thepeople: who ſaved their how- 
ſes and their gouds, and tooke from them onely their weapons, commanding them 
rodiuidethemſelues, and remaine in the houſes of ſuch Commoners as were their 
kinsfolks and friends. Thus firſttroupe vanquiſhed the Doyat; & the Pazzi,whobe- 

ing ofleſſe force were calily abdued.T henremained only onthis (ide Arno,the Ca- 
jo $1 who by menandtheſeat of theplace were ſtrong. Neuertheleſle feeing all / 
the Gorfalonteri againſt them, and knowing the others to haue bene by three Gorf.i- 
loni vanquiſhed without any great reliſtance yeelded. Thus were three parts of the 
Cittieia the hands of the people, onepart more remained tothe Nobilitie: which 
was hard to be wonne,by realon ofthe ſtrength ofthem which defended it,and the 
ſcar of the place,it being A fortified with theriuer of Arzo,thatthebridges muſt firſt // 
of force be ſurpriſed, which were defended in that ſort as is beforeſaid. The people 
then knowing that there they laboured in vaine , aſſaied to paſſe the bridge Rub.t- 
conte : where finding thelikeditticultic, ran Grp? for guard of thoſetwo bridges, | 
foure Gonfalont ; and withthereſt aſſaulted the bridge Caraia. \Vherealbeit the Nerl; © 
manfully defended themſelues, yet could they not withſtandthe furie ofthe people. 
Both becaiiſe the bridge wanting towers of defence, was weak, & the Capponi with 
other populer families alſoaſſailed them. In ſo muchas being on euery (1dediſtreſ- 
ſed, they retired and gane placetothe pg ; who forthwith likewiſe vanquiſhed 
the Roſci : by 1s all the people on the farre ſide of Arnoioyned with thevic- 
torious, Thenthe Bard; wereonelyleft , whom neither the ouerthrow of others, 
nor the vniting ofthe people againſt them, (nor the ſmall hopethey had of reſcue) 
couldany whit amaze : forthey did chooſe ratherto die fighting , ſcetheirhouſes 
burnt, and their goods ſpoyled,then voluntarily ſubmit themſelues tothemetcie of 
their enemies, T hey therefore defended rhemſelues, with ſogreat reſolution , thar 
the people many times invaineafſaulted them, both vponthe 1d bridge, and vpon 
Rubaconte : and were withdeath of many, andthe hurting of more,repulſed. There 
was intimes paſt alane , whereby men paſſed from the way that leadethtowardes 
Rome, by the houſe of the Pitti, ro go vnto S.Ciorgio. Bythis way the peopleſent (ix 
Gonfalonieri, with commandement to aſſault thebackſideofthe houſe of Bard. T har 
aſſaulemadethe 8arditolooſetheir hope, and occalionedthe peopletoaſſurethem- 
ſelues of victorie : for ſo ſoone md gu defended the ſtreetes knew their hou- 
ſes wereaſſaulted , they abandoned the fight, and rannero ſauethem. This wasthe 
cauſethatthe chaine of the old bridge was loſt, and thatthe Bari on euterie {ide fled: 
who were by the £warateſi Panzaneſi, and Mozzi encountred, Thepeoplein they 
meane 
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meane While (chieflythoſe of baſeſt qualitie) bei of ſpoyle, ſacked their 
houſes, razedtheir T owers and burned them , with lo great ſurie,that enenhethar 
is moſt foe tothe Florentine name , would have bene aſhamedto behold ſo great a 
The Nobil” crueltie. The Nobilitiethus oppreſſed, the people ordeined a gouernment, And 
becauſcthe Cirtizens werediuided intothree ſorts, that isto ſay, greatmen, meane 
men, and baſe men. It was ordered that ofthe great menthere ſt.onld berwo Sene- 
#ors,of the meane men three;and of the baſeſt menthree. Alſo the Gonfalonieri ſhould 
ſometime be of theone, and ſometime of the other ſort Moreouer the ordinances 


of _—_— the Nobilitie were confirmed, Andrtomakethe Nobilitie wea- 
ker, ſome of that number, and mixed them with the multitude, 
Thiruneof the Nobilitie was great, and ſo much weakened their faQtion, as after 


that timethey durſt never take armes againſtthe : but continually remained 
poore andabieQ of minde; which was the occalion that Florence became ſpoyled, 
not onely of armes,but alſo of all eneroſitie. After this ruine, the citie continued 
quier, tillthe yeare 1 353. In = time, that memorable plague(where- 
of Gionan Boccacio with ) hath written, Of which died in Florence, 
96, thouſand perſons. wa _—_— made thenthe firſt warre withtheYi/ſconts, 
rare b Fo ambition of the Archbiſhop, then Prince of Milan. Thatwarre 

anne ſuddeinly new fations within the Citie. And albeitthe No- 
binemw deja, yerfortune found meanes toraiſe vpnew divifions, and new 
troubles. 


The ende of the ſexond Booke. 
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'| which held Rowediſunited, Andthis (if we may compare (mall 
=" matters to great) was that which continued Florencediuided, Not- 
withſtanding,in thoſerwo cuties, the dmifions,did bring forth two ſundrie effects, 
Forthe enimitic ofthe people and Nobilitic in Rome , was at the beginning ended 
by diſputation: butthediuiſionofthe peopleand Nobilitie of Florence , was with 
ſword and ſlanghter determined. That of &ome by lawe; but that of Florence b 
exile, and death of many Citizens was ended. Thatof Remedid alwaies encr 
the vertue militarie, but that of Florence, viterly extinguiſhed the ſame, That of 
Rome, from an cqualitic ofthe Citizens , to a greatdiſequalitie , reduced the citice: 
but that of Florence, fr6 diſequalitie,to a marucllous equalitiewas changed. Which 
diueriitie of effes, muſt of force be occaſioned, by the diverſe ends, whichthe(e 
two people had. Forthe people of Rome, defired not more, thento participatethe 
ſoueraigne honours with the Nobilitie, but they of Florence would be alone, and 

ouerneall without companie of the Nobilitie. And foras much asthedefireof 
the Romane people was morereaſonable,the offences donetothe Nobilitie became 
the moretollerable. By meane whereof, that Nobilitie, without reliſtance gane 
place : and after ſomediſputation, a lawe was made to the peoples fatisfaCtion, 
they being content that the Nobilitic ſhould continue their dignities. On the 0- 
ther ſide, the deſire of the Florentine people was iniurions and vniuſt ; by reaſon 
whereof, the Nobilitic prepared themlehies for defence, and without baniſhmene 
and bloud of the Citizens , their contentions were not ended. Alſotholelaves 
which were afterwards made, not for the common commoditie, but altogither in 
fauour of the people, were ordeined. Thereof proceeded likewiſe, that by victo- 
ries of the people, the citie of Rome became more vermous. Allo the people ha- 
uing ſometime authoritic in the warres , and commaundement in goternment 
with the Nobilitie, were indowed with like vertue, and cauſed that citieby en- 
creaſe of verrue in men, toencreaſe alſo in power. But in Florence, the people ha- 
uing vitorie, the Nobilitie were deprined of Magiſtracie, and being deſirous to 
recouer it , it behoned themby their behauiour and manner of life, toendeuour 
themſelnes, not onely roſeeme, but alſoro be men populer. Heereof, camethe al- 
teration of Enſignes, and the chaunge of titles, which the Nobilitie (to ſeeme 


common people) were conſtrained ro make. So as that vertue in armes and ge 
G nerolitic 


- 


62 z THE HISTORTIE: | 
neroſitieof minde, which had bene inthe Nobilitie, was extinguiſked; and could 


notbereuiued in the le,wherc it was not : which isthecauſet Fliremte crib 
after becam the more abictt. And as Kome know ing the vertue © ng yh 
pride,as without a Prince could not be maintcined : ſo Florence was reducedioſuch 


rermes,as eucry wiſelayw maker might haucbrovght the ſarieroany orderor forme 

of gouernment : as by reading of the former booke may partly be perceined. Now 

hauing already ſhewed the beginning of Florence, & the original of the liberty ther- 

in, withthe occalions of diuiltion : and how the factions ot the nobilitic and of the 
people, withthetyrannie ofthe Duke of Athene,did end: & laſtly how the Nobili- - 

tie weredeſtroyed, It remaincthro diſcourſe thoenimitic bewixt the people and 
The enimitie the multitude, with ſuch accidents as of thoſe diviſions proceeded. So loone as 
—— the authoritic of the Nobilitice was oppreſſed; and the warre with the Arch- 
Ne mulmude, Duke of cAfilan finithed ; ir ſeemed that no occaſion of diſplealure or offence, 
remained in Florence. But the froward fortune of our Cittic, and 'the evill or- 

ders thereof, canſed nevye diflention to ariſe, betwixr the families of uAlbizs 

and Ricci + which dinided Florence, as by the Buondelmonti and the Yberti, and 

as by the Donut and Circ it had before beene dinided, The Popes, who at 

that time remained in Frauze; and the Emperours in Germany, to maintaine 

their reputation in /zaly, ſent thither ar ſundrie times, ſ1ndrie multitudes of foul- 

diers, Englich men, Germaines, and Britta1mes, They, (thewarres ended) bce- 

ing without paie and entertainment, ſometime vnder the Eniigne of one Prince; 

and ſometimes vnder an other , ſpoyled the Countrey, Inthe yeare 135 3, one 

of thoſe companies came into Toſcana , vnder the conduQt of Hl onſienenr Reale, 

whoſe comming amazed all the Cities of that Province, | And the Florentires 

did not onelic in that reſpe& publiquely leuie forces, but alſo diverſe private 

Thefacrion Citizens, Amongeſt whome, the Albizi and Ricci, for their owhe deſence; 
| ++" ap Armed themſelues . Theſe-rwo houſes hating one the other, ſtudied howe 
Rica they might one oppreſle the other : yer werethey not come to Armes , but one- 
ly contended in the gouernment, and in Councell, The Cittie then vpon this 
occaſionarmed , there happened by chaunce a quarrell inthe olde Market : whi- 

ther many people (as is atlike occalions the cuſtome) reſorted. During the brunt 

of this brute, newes were brought to the Rect, that the A lbizs aſlailed them, 

And in like maner it wastolde to n: Albiz4, thatthe Riccs ſought for them, Vp- 

on theſe rumours , all the citie aroſe, and the Magiſtrates could with difficultie 

hold backethe one and the other of theſe families, from dooing of that violence, 

which without any faultor intent of theirs, vas occaſioned. This chance (though 

of noimportance)iomwhat kindled the minds of thoſe gentlemen, & enery ofthem 

werethe rztherdelirousto allurepartakers. And foralmuch as by the ruin oftheno- 

bilitie,the Citizens werereduced to ſuch an equalitie, that the magiſtrates had more 
reuerencethen they were wont, either ofthenidetermined by ordinary meane,and 

without ptinate violenceto opprefſc his aduerlary. We hanealreadietolde, how 

akterthe victory of Carlothe firſt, theGue!fiwere created Magiſtrates, andtothem 

-«.<: preat anthoritie ginenouer the Ghubilinig, Notwithſtanding throughtraQt oftime 
andnew diviſions, that law becameſo much neglected, that many deſcended of Ghi- 


A newlawe 


avainſtthe bjlini, aſpired to the moſt principal! offices. euccrone de Ricerthen chiefe ofhis ſami- 


Ghibiil "”- by, found meane, that the law againſt the Chibilini was revived : of which fattion 
priu'e reſpec. 


(as fomethought)the Albizi were, who many yeares paſtdid comefrom Arezzoto 
inhabit Florence, Vpon renjuing of this law, /guccione hoped rodepriuethe Albiz4 
of anthoritie,becauſethereby it was ordeined,that w hoſoener was deſcended of the 
Ghibilzxi, ſhould not in any wiſe beare office inthe ſtate, This praCtiſe of Yenccione 

| was 
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was diſcoueredto Pieroſonne of Philippodeglt Albizi, whodetermined to fauour it, 
leaſt doing the contraric, he (ould declare himſelfe a Ghibilizo. T his lawe although 
renewed by ambition of the ices, yet did it not diminiſh , but encreaſetherepu- 
tation of the 4lbiz4,and was the originall of many miſchiefs. Neither canany lawe 
be made more preiudiciall ro a Common weale, then that which hathrelation to 
time,long ſince paſſed. Piero having thus conſented tothe law, that, which his enc- 
mies had deuiſed for a let, was the high way to lead himto his greatneſſe. For being 
madeas chiefe ofthis new ordinance, he ſtill encreaſed inreputation, and became 
more fauoured of the Guelf, then any other, And for as much as there was no Ma- 
iſtrate appointed for diſconerie of the Ghibilin/ , the lawealreadie made, ſerued to 

| purpoſe. It was therefore pronided that authoritie (ould begiuentothe Cap- 
raines,todereQtthoſethat were of fation Ghibilini,and finding them;togine admo- 
niſhment that they ſhould not take vpponthem any office in the ſtate : Or if they 
ſhould diſobey the ſaid admoniſhment,thento be condemned. Hereof it commeth, 


that ſincethattime, all thoſethat be diſabled tobeare office in Florence,be called Am- Ammonitl 


moniti.T he captains thE by this authority grew tobeſoinſolent,as they did not only 
admoniſhthole that deſerued admonition,but alſo cuery man, whomſoeuer it plea- 
ſedthem, being thereto moucd by any cauſe whatſocuer, either of couctouſnelle or 
ambition.So that, fromthe yeare 1 35 7. (at whichtimethis ordinance vas made)til 
the yeare 135 6,more then two hundreth Citizens were admoniſhed. By this mean, 
the Capraines, & faCtion of Guelff were become mightie, becauſe every man fearing 
to be admoniſhed, honoured them, The chief of them were, Piero delli Albizi, Lapo 
ds Caitiglionichio,and Piero Stroz24.And albeit this inſolent order of proceeding dif- 
pleaſed many, yet the Ricei were of all other moſtdiſcontented, For they ſuppoſing 
themſelues tobethe occaſion of this diſorder,ſaw the common wealeruined, & the 
Albizirheir enemies,contrary to expeQtation, become of moſt authoritie. Wherfore 
V guccrone de Ricciybeing one of the Senate,defired to ſtaiethis milchiefe,wherot he & 
his friends werethe beginners: and by a new law he prouided,thatthe (ix captains 
ſhould be encreaſed to the number of nine, of whom,two ſhould be ofthe [mal mi- 
ſeries, And ordeined moreorer,that the deteCtion of the Ghb1lini, ſhould be by 24. 
Citizens of the ſeCt of Gue/ffconfirmed. This ordinancefor the time, qualified the 
authoritic ofthe Captaines,ſoas theadmoniſhment grew colde. And iþ anic happe- 
ned to beadmoniſhed , they were not manie. Notwithſtanding , the factions of 
Albizs and Ricci, continued : and the leagues, practiſes, and =r {bar po: , deuiſed 
in hatred one of the other , did proceed. Inthis vnquietneſle, thecitic lined from 
theyeare 1366.till 137 1. In which timetheGue/frecuucred their forces. There 
was inthe family of Buondelmonti, one Gentleman called Zenchi, who for his merit, 
inthe warreagainſt the P:/an;,was made one of the people,and thereby become ca- 
pable of the office of the Senate. And when he lookedto be choſen tothat honour, 
alawe was made, that no Gentleman become one of the people, might exerciſe the 
office of the Senate. This greatly offended Benchi, wheretore conſulting with Piero 
delli Albizi, determined with the admonitionto oppreſſethe meaner ſort ofthe £300 
ple, and thereft alone toenioy the gouernment. Then through thefauour which 
Benchi had withthe olde Nobilitic, and through the affetion of manie of moſte 


mightic people borne to Piers, the faftion of Guelff recouered ſome force : and 
with new reformation, they handled the matter fo, that they might both ofthe 
Capraines and the twentie foure Citrizens , diſpoſe as themſelues thought good. 
Wherev they retrned to admoniſh more boldlie then they were woont 
and the houſe of Albiz;, as head of this ſee, ſtill encreaſed. On the 0- 


ther ſide, the Ricci failed not by their owne force and friendes to hinder their 
G 2 enterpriſes 
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enterpriſes all they were able, ſothat all menliucd in ſuſpition, and euerie one mi- 
ſtruſted his owne ruine, For which cauſe , manic Citizens mooued withthe loue 
of their Countrey, aſſembled themſelues in Saint nywoyr, 6 and reaſoning of 
theſediſorders , went to the Senators : vnto whome one of moſt authoritie ſpake 
thus. Wee haue (my Lordes) doubred (although for a publique occaſion ) to 
aſſemble our ſelues by prinate conſent , fearing to be noted for preſumptuous, or 


xensrouching Condemned as ambitious, Yet conſidering that euerie day ( without reſpect ) 


tations, 


manie Citizens conferre both in the ſtreetes and in their houſes, not for anie 
common commoditie, but their owne ambition : wedo hope, thatasthey hauc 
come togithers for theruine of the Common weale , ſo it ſhall not beoffenſiue, 
that we conſult by what meane the ſame might be preſerued : Nether is there 
cauſe why we ſhould regard them , ſeeing they of vs, make none eftimation at 
all. The lone (my Lordes) which we beare to our Countrey , did firſt bring 
vs togither, and the ſame alſo hath ledde vs hither to intreate of theſe inconueni- 
ences, which are now great, and daily encreaſe in this our Common weale. 


In the redreſſe whereof, we offer our ſelues to afsiſt you. And (albeit the en- 


—_— do ſeeme hard) yet may it beperformed, if it ſhall like your Lordſhips 


to laie by all priuate reſpe&s, and with publique forces imploy yourauthorities, _ 


The common corruption of other Cities of /ta/y, doth alſo corrupt ours. For 


ſith this Prouince was drawne vnder the Empire, all Cities (wanting Gonernours 


abletorulethem) haue gouernedthemſelues ; not as tree, but as rownes intoſects 
and faction,diuided. Our ofthis,be ( al otherdiſcords that aretobefound. 
Firſt, among the Citizens, there isneither vnion, nor friendſhip, but onely among 
ſuch, as haue againſt their countrey or priuate perſons, conſpired ſomelewdeenter- 
priſe. Alſo, bicauſereligi6 & feareof God is in every man almoſt extinguiſhed, othes 
and faith giuen,arenone obligations equallto profit, which all men couer, Yetdo 
they ſtil vie both promiſing & othes, notto obleruethem, but therather to deceiue 
thoſe,thattruſtthem, Andthe more eaſily & ſafely they candeceiue, themore they 
account their praiſe & glory, For this reaſon, hurtfull men be commended as indu- 
ſtrious, & good men blamed as fooliſh, Yea, I aſſure my ſelfe,that all corruption, or 
that can corrupt others, is to be found inthecities of 7taly, The young menareidle, 
old men wanton, euery ſets, and euery agefull of lewde conditions: which good 
lawes, being euil vſed,do not amend, Hereof thecouetouſnes which weſee in Citi- 
zens,andthedeſire,not oftrue glory,but of ſhamefull honors, doproceed: where. 
vpondepend hatred, enmitie,diſplealures, & ſeQs, Alſo of them do follow murders, 
baniſhments, perſecution of the good, & aduancement of the euill, For good men 
truſting intheir owne innocenciedonot (as euil ny extraordinary defence. 
Whereby vnſupported and diſhonoured, they areſuffered to ſinke. This example 
occaſioneth lone of the faCtions, and their forces : becauſethe worſt ſort fo 


coue- , 


touſneſſe and ambition, and the beſt for neceſsitie,do follow them, Ir is alſo wor. 
thie conſideration (as that which is ry, wary cg ſee how the leaders oftheſe | . 
om 


enterpriſes do colour their lewdneſſe with ſome honeſt or godly tearme. For (albeit 


they areall enemiesto libertie) yet vnder the word Ortimacy , or popularitie, they | 


cloake their enill intent. Becauſe the rewarde which they aſpeQ of viQorie, is 


not glorie, by haning delivered the Cittie, but the fatisfaQtion they rake to be 


victorious, and vſurpe the gouernment thereof. Wherewith allured , there is 


nothing ſoiniuſt, nothing ſo cruell, or conetous , that they leaue vn ed, 
Hereof it proccedeth, that lawes, and ſtatures,not forthe common, bur the priuate 
profit, be made, Hereof it proceedeth, that warre, peace, and leagues,not for pub- 
like glory,but forthe pleaſure ofafew,are contracted, And albeit ſome other Cities 

be 
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' be touched with theſe diſorders , yet none ſo fowly infeQted as ours. Becauſethe 
. lawes,the ſtatutes, and ciuil ordinances,not according toalite in libertie,bur accor- 
2 ding todclire of the faction victorious, hauebene, and yerare, ordeined; which is 
I the cauſcthat cuer one faction driuen out, or one diuiſion extinquiſhed, ſodcinly a- 
riſeth an other. For that citie which is mainteined more by faction,thenlaw,ſoſoone 
| asanic faCtion hath gottenthe ouer hand, & is without oppoſition : it muſt of force 
be,thatthe ſame becommeth init ſelfe diuided. For by thole priuate meanes which 
were made for preſeruationtherot,it cannot bedetended : which to betrue,the an- 
cient,and modernediuitlions of our citiedo maketriall.Euverie manthought thatthe 
Ghibilimi extirped, the Guelfi hould euer haue continued in honour, Notwithſtan- 
ding within (hor time,the 8:anchiand Neriarole. The Bianchi vanquiſhed, our citic 
continued not long without partes, but was ſometimes troubled with fauouring 
thoſe that were baniſhed, and ſomtimes with the enmitie berwixtthe people, & no- 
bilitie. Y ca,at length(gming that roothers, which by accord either we would not or 
could not poſleſſe our ſelues) ſomerimestotheKing Roberts, ſometimes to his bro- 
ther, & la{t of allto the Duke of Athene, we yeelded our libertie. And introth wene- 
uer ſetled our (eliies in any eſtate, as men, that could not conſent to liuefree,nor be 
willing to obey : neither feared weliuing vnderaKing (ſo greatly are our orders di- 
{poſed to diuilion)to preferre before his maieſtie,aman of moſt baſe condition, born 
in Agobio. The Duke of Athene may not without ſhame of this citie be remembred : 
whoſe bitter and cruel mind might make vs wiſe,and inſtruct vs how toliue. But he 
being ſent away,we ſuddeinly rookearmes in hand, and with more malice and fury, 
tought among ourſelues,til all ourauncient nobilitie were oppreſſed and left at the 
' peoples diſcretion, Then was it thought by many,that neuer for any occaſi6 it were 
poſsible to ſtir vpnew troubles or factions in Florence, they being caſt down, whole 
pride & vnſupportable ambition was the cauſe thereof. Yer is it now ſeene by expe- 
rience, how ealilythe opinion of men is deceiued, Forthe ambition and pride of the 
nobilitie was not quenched, but remoucd intothe people : who now (according to' 
» the cuſtomeofambitious men) hopeto aſpireto the moſt — n—romgy Ar 
not wanting other meaneto vſiirpethe ſame,they moued new dilcords,& new di- 
uiſions in thecitic,railing vpthename of Guelff & Ghibilini, which, (had they never 
bene knowne) ſhould haue made our country the more happie. Beſides that, (tothe 
end inthis world ſhould benothing incontinuanceor rr /nb mas 1 hath pro- 
uided,that in every ſtate,there ſhould be certaine fatall families, borne,and deſtined, 
tothedeſtruction thereof, Of theſe, our Common weale hath bene morethen anie 
other, repleniſhed, Fornot one,but many of them haue diſturbed the quiet therof. 
As, firſt ofall the Buondelmonti and /berti; then the Donati and Circhi, And even now 
(a ſhamefull and ridiculous matter) the Riccz and Albizi dotrouble and divide our 
Citie, \Ve hane not remembred you of thoſe corrupt cuſtomes, and our continuall 
diuiſion,todiſmay you, bur callto your minds the occalions of them, and enforme # 
you,that the example of thoſe, ſhould not make you todiſpairethe reformation of 
theſe. Becauſethe power of theſe auncient houſes was ſo great,and the fauour thar 
Princes did beare towards them ſo much, that thelawes and cinill ordinances were 
not of forceſufficient ro hold them inquiet and due obedience. But now the Empire 
hauing noforce,the Pope not feared, and that all 7raly, & this Citiealſo, is reduced to 
ſogreat cqualitie, as may by it ſe!f be gouerned, thedifticultiecannot be much. And 
this our common weale (notwithſtanding the ancient examples tothe c6trary)may 
'__notonlybebroughtto vni6, but alſo ingood cuſtoms & ciuil orders bereformed,if 
your lordſhips be diſpoſed to do it. Wherunto, we moued with the loue of our coi- 
try, & nopriuate paſ$16,do perſuade you. And TIER thereof be great, 
x J3 , yer 


| 
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| yet allaiethar diſeaſe which infeQeth, that furie which conſumerk,thatpoyſonthar 
killeth : and imputetheauncient dilorders not tothenatureot men , bur thetime : 
which being changed, it may hope, that by meane of ney orders, new fortune will 
follow, whoſe frowardaeſſe may be by wiſedomegoucrned, inputting a bridle vp- 
onthe ambitious, dilanulling ſuch ordinances, as were nouriikers of taCtions, and 
viing thoſethat to a ciuill life and libertie, are agreeable. Be ye alſopleaſed rodothis 
by vertue of lawe,rather now,|thendeferrethe lame, till ſuch time, as by armes you 
ſhallbe enforced therennto. The Senators moned with theſe reaſons, whichthem- 
ſchies had before conlidered wh thereunto adding the authoritie, and comfort of 


the men, gaue commilſsionto hitie l1xe Citizens), to prouidefor the ſafetie of the 
Common weale, True it is,thatthe counſell ot many 1s more tit toconſerueagood 

order, thentoinuentit. Thele Citizens then ſtudied rather to extirpatethepreſenr 

factions, thentake away the ogca{ion of future dition. Inſo much, as neitherthe 

oneor the other, was brought topaſle : becauſe not remouing the occaſions of ne\y 

diuifion, and the one part of thole ſects which wereprelent, being of greater force 
thentheother,becamethe more perillous tothe ſtate. Wherefore, out of eneric of- 

New refor- fice (excepting thoſe that werejinthe handes of theGuelf,) for three yeares they de- 
mationin =privedthreemen ofthefamiliey of 41bizi, and three of the houle of Riccr :amoneſt 
Morence:  \whom, were Pierodelli _—_— Venccione dei Ricci, They prohibited all Citizens to 
come intothe Pallace,lauing atſuchrimes as the Magiſtrates farethere. Theyproui- 

ded,that whoeuer was ftriken,or letted to poſſeſie his owne, might call his 5 ar 

rictothe Counſels, & proteſt him for one ot the Nobilitie. T heſe ordinances diſcou- 

raged the Ricci, and incouragedthe Albizi. For although they wereequally noted, 

yerthe Ricci werethe more iniured. And albeit the Pallace of the Senate was forbid- 

dento Prero, yet thecounſell houſe ofthe Gze!ff (where he had great authoritie)was 

open forhim. Therefore if heand his followers were at the firſt earneſt in admoni- 
ſhing,now afterthis iniurie,they became much more carneſt: and tothat euil diſpo- 

Pope Gre2®- ſition, new occaſions were ioyned. Ar this time Gregorio 11. was alpiredtothe Pa- 
” acic, wholiuing at Auignion , did (as his predeceilors) gouerne /taly by Legates, 
hey being men inclined to pride and couctouſneſſe,had thereby greatly afflicted 

many Cities. Oneof theſe Legates being in Bologna, taking occaiion of the dearth 

which happened that yeare in Florence, determined to make himfelte Lord of T oſca- 

na, Andtherefore he not onely withheld from the Florentines, preſentreliete, (but al- 

ſo toremoueall hopeof future prouilion) atthe beginning otthenext ſpring, with 

agreat Army , enteredtheir Countrey : imagining the people (difarmed and fami- 

ſhed) might be eaſily conquered. And happily the enterpriſe had takeneffeR,ifthe 

ſouldiers that ſerued him, had bene faithfull and not corruptible. For the Florentines 

not hauing other remedie, gauevntothem 1 :0.thouſand Florins,and for that mony 

the ſouldiers abandoned the enterpriſe. To begina warre, is inthe power of euerie 
man,butroenda warre,no mancan,when himlelfe {o liketh. This warre bytheam- 

bitionof the Legate begun, was by the offence of the Florentimes followed, For the 

A new Com- better pared. 30, 3A madeleague with Barnabo,and with all thecities ene- 
— miesrothechurch ; and eleted eight Citizens to gouern the ſaid war : vnto whom 
mentofwar, Authoritie was giuen,toproceed without po—_ ſpend without account. This 
warre begun againſt the Pope(norwithſta ng thedeath of Youcciom) encouraged 

thoſethat followed the faQtion of Ricer,and had againſtthe 416123 alwaies favoured 

Barnabo, and disfauoured the church : and themore, for that the cight wereall foes 

rothe faQtion of Guelf: which wasthereaſon that Prero dell; 4lbizi, Lapodi Caitiglio- 
zichio,Carlo Stroz24, and the reſt; diuerſe times ioyned, tothe offence of theaduerſa- 

rie. And whilethe eight madewarre, and they admoniſhed, the warrecontirued 

three 
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threeyeares,and by death ofthe Popewas erided. This warrewas with ſo vniner- 
fall ſatisfaCtion, and ſo great vertue gouerned, thatthe office of the eight, was from 


yearetoyeare continued inthoſe men, and they werecalled Sant?, notwithſtanding 
they litleregarded the Popes curſes, ſpoiled churches,and forced the Clergie. Thus | 
wind hey preterred the ſeruice of their country before the Popes indig- 
nation. Andthereby taughtthe chuxch,that as being friend thereunto, they had de- 
fended it,ſo being enemie, they were ableroannoyn, hauing red all Romagna, 
La Marca,and Perugia,torebell. But notwithſtanding all thelewarres made by the 
Florentinesagainſtthe Pope, yet couldthey not detendethemſelues from the Cap 
taines of their owne factionsandtheir followers. For, the ermie whichthe Guelf 
bare vntothe eight, madethem ro become inſolent, and thoughrhey ſpared thereſt 
of the Nobilitie,yet reſted they nottoiniurethe eight. Alſo the Captaines of faQt- 
ons, were growne vpto ſo great arrogancie, asthey were more fauoured then the 
Senators,and men With morereuerencereſorted totheir houſes, thentothe Pallace. 
Inſo muchas enerie Embaſladour that came to Florexce, brought with him ſome 
commilsion or inſtructiontoentreate with theſe Capraines. Then died Pope'Creys- 
710, hereby the citic being deliuered of forreine warre, preſently begin great con- 
fulionat home, For onthe one tide, the infolencie ofthe Gaelfiwas nſupportable, 
and onthe other {ide,no meane gpuld bedeuiſed to oppreſſerhem.Onely this h6pe 4 pode 
was left, that euerie man (houldrakearmes,and ſo make triall whether partie ſhould 
prenaile. Onthe part of the Guelf,wereall theold Nobilitie, with thegreaternum- 
ber ofthe mightieſt people: of v-hom(ashath bene declared) Zapo, Prero, and Carlo 
werethechiefe. Onthe other tide,wereall the people of leaſt reputation,who had 
for Leaders,the eight Gouernours of watre, Georeio Scali,T omazo Strozz1,and with 
them the Kicet, Albertt, and Medici, Thereſtof the multitude ( as inlike caſes it e- 
uer happeneth) ioynedtothe partie diſcontented. It ſeemed thento the Gue!f,, thar 
the forces of their aduerſaries were great,and thereforethemſelues in much daun- 
er, when{oeuer any vnfriendly Senate ſhould happen to be choſen. Therefore 
thought good fortheprenenting of that miſchicte, roaſſemblerhemſelues in ſome 
place connenient, wherethey might conſult of the ſtate of that Citie. For it ſeemed 
that the Citizens admoniſhed, being in number growne great, the moſt parr of the 
Citieweretheir foes, Whereto they could not deuiſe other remedie, but as they 
had taken fromthemthehonours, ſoalſo to baniſh themthe Citie, takethe Pallace 
by force, andreduce all the ſtate,tothe order wheruntoit was by theauncient Grelfi 
reduced: who liued nor ſecure for any other reaſon, but onely becauſe they had dri- 
nenout all their aduerſaries. Tothis plot euerie manconſented, bur ofthetimeof 
exccution, they diſcented. T he yeare 137 8. being come, inthe moneth of Aprill, 
apo thought good not todeferrethe time ſaying, there was nothing that hindred 
time ſomuch , asrime: and then ſpecially becauſe in thenext Senate, Salueftro de Me- 
diciwas likely to be choſen Gonfaloniere , whom totheir faQti6 they knew moſt con- 
trary. Piero delli:Atbizjthought otherwiſe, for his opinion was it ſhould be deferred, 
becauſethe execution of their intent required forces, which without publiſhing 
ofthe matrer con!d nor beleuicd, & ifthe matter werediſconered,they ſhould ther- 
by incurre manifeſt davnger. His opinion therefore was, it ſhould bedelaied till the 
feaſt of S. 19hn (then at hand :) at which time, many people would reſort to the 
rowne, among whomethey might conuey in vnknowne, as many friendes as they 
thought good. Moreouer, to finde meanes how topreuenttheeleQionof Salne- 
ftro, n was thought fitroadmoniſh him: and ifthatdeuiſe ſeemed notgood , then 
to put intothe eleCtion an other allo ofthe ſamequarter.So as,it mighr fall out,thar 
in ſteed of him,ſome other of his companions ſhould bechoſen. This cauſe was ſer 
| downe 
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68 THEHISTORIE 
. downeas areſolution, (notwithſtanding that Zapo vnwillingly thereunto, conſen- 
ted) iwdging;delaie was dangerous, and that no time can be incueriereſpeCt fit for 
exccution, Fqr whoſocuer tarriethall opportunities,cither he ſhall neuer performe 
anything, of it hedoth, theſame (forthe moſt part) falleth out ro his diſaduantage. 
— TheColledge was warned, and Sa/ve#tronot repulſed, but choſen Gonfaloniere : tor 
theeight haujng diſcoucred the prattiſe , found meanes to preuentthat which was 


looked for. Thus Saluefroſonne of Alemanno di Medici , who being of a verienoble 


populer houſe , could not enduretharthe people (hould be by a few great men op- 
prefied. Anq hauing deuiſetl how to end their infolencie, ſecing the people fauou- 
red that enterpriſe, hedid communicatehis intent to Benedetto Alberti,T omazo Stre:.- 


£i,and Georgid Scali and they promiſed to bring him all the aide they om; could. 
The wasthefealaw ſecretly eſtabliſhed, wherby the ordinices of wuſtice againſtthe 
great men wererenewed : & the authoritie of Captains was diminiſhed, The ſame 
allo, reſtored|power to theadmoniſhed, to haue reſtitution of their dignities. And 
becauſe(as irwereat one inſtant) they intended bothto propound and cbteine, ha- 
uing firſtto paſſe the Colledge, & aftertodetermine inthe Councels, finding Salue- 
fro Preſiden} (which place inthoſe dayes, forthetime being, made himbeplaced 
as Pfince of the Citie)they cauſed the Colledge & Councell in one ſelfemorning to 
be aſſembl 
whichas a 
his wingscli 


And firſtto;the Colledge onely, pþey propoundedthelawe made, 
thing was by that ſmall numberrcieCted. Whereby Salve#ro,ſecing 
W nw / hehoped to aſcendto his deſire,tained for his necel- 
fitietrodepart the place; andcontrarie to —_—_ , went tothe Councell: and 
ſtanding vp where he might be both ſeen and heard of cuerie man, ſaid. He thought 
The ſpeech of bimaf maqe Gonfaloniere, not todetermine of priuate cauſes, (which hauetheir 
Salueftrodi qrdinary Tugges) buttoartendthe ſtate,corrett the inſolencie of the great men,and 
Medic qualifietherjgorof thoſe lawes , whichwere found by proofeto hinder the Com- 
e mon weale. [And albeit he had with diligence trauelled intheſe maners, andto his 
er preugnted all inconueniences, yetthe (iniſter diſpoſition of men, ſogreatly 
oppoſed it ſe[fero his iuſtindeuour, thatthe way of well doing was ſtopped : and 
/thcirintent was altered , not onely trom determining well , but alſo trom hearing 
thereof, Wherefore, ſceing|that he could not do aniething more fortheſtate,orthe 
oditic, he knew notto what end he ſhould continue longer in that 
eitfter hedeſerued not,or (as it was thought of others) he would nor 
e. For che{gre{pets he intended to retire home, tothe end the peo- 
lemightpyr in hisroome|, ſome other of more vertue, or greater fortune. T his 
h endefl,he departed fromthe Councell towards his houſe, ſuchas were inthe 
nk his friends, with ſome others alſo delirous of Innovation, beganto mur- 
the Sexators and Colledges drew neare, and finding their Gonfalone de- 
ic,and authoritie ſtaied him,and intothe Councell, (being full of 
ward him to returne , where many nobleCitizens were with words 
$,threarned. Among whom, Carlo Strozz1,was by an Antificer taken 
e, and had bene flaine, if the ſtanders by had not ſaued him. But that 
thegreateſt tumult, and putthe citic in armes, was the motion of Be- 
7Þ a fromthe window of the Pallace, cried aloudero thepeople to 
take armes.Wherupon ſodeinly all the Coun was full of armed men. By that mean, 
the Colledges were forced by threatningsand feare, to do that which being deſi- 
redthey wquld not. Inthe meane time, the Capraines of the factions had aſſembled 
many Citizens,and conſulted how to defend them againſt the order of the Senators. 
Bur ſo ſooneas they heard the rumour appeaſed , and vnderſtood what was by the 
Councell reſolued , cucric man fledto his owne houſe. For there is no man that ws 
uet 
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ucth any alteration ina Citie,that knoweth how eitherto worke it at his owne wil, 
or (uppreſſeit,at his pleaſure. It wasthe intent of Salue#roro create ala, & appeaſe 
the Citie : but the matter fell out contrarie. For thehumours moued, had chaunged 
eucrie man ſo much , that the ſhoppes were ſhut vp, Citizens wereafſailedattheir 
houſes, many conueyed their goodsto Monaſteries , and hid them in Churches, as 

h eucrie one looked for ſome miſerie at hand. The companics of miſteries aſ-- 

ſembled;and euerie miſterie eleteda Sindaco. *Thenthe Priori called their Colled- 

es, andthe Sindachiconfulted withthem, how the Citie might be madequier, but 
their opinions being diuerſe,nothing was determined. Thenextday following,the 
miſteries drew their Enſignes, which the Senators kriowing, & doubting that 
which happened called the Councelsto put order : but ere they wereall afſem- 
bled, atumult was begun, and preſently the Enſignes were come out, followed by 
armed mentothe Pallace. Thereupon the Councell togiue hope of contemation 
tothe miſteries andthe people, andtake from themthe occaſion of ſuſpition, gaue 

enerall anthoritierothe Senate,the Colledges,theEight,the Capraines of parts,and 
the Simdachi, troreformethe Cittie, for common commoditie thereof, While theſe 
matters werein hand,certaine of the Enfignes of miſteries, with others of leſſe qua- 
litie(thereby moued by ſomethat deſired reuenge of thelaſt iniuries receiued ot the 
Guelfi) ſhrunke away fromthe reſt , and went vntothe houſe of Zapod: Ca#tiglioni- 
chio, lacking and burning the ſame. He _— that the Senate had done an enter- 
priſe contrarie to order taken by the Guelf, and ſeeing pong in armes, hauin 
no other remedie, but either hide himſelfeor flie ; firſt hid him in &a»ta Croce, & at- 
ter inthe habit of a Frier fled into Caſentins : where he was heard complaine of him- 
ſelfe,for conſenting to Piero delli Albizs, and of Piero,for that he would needs deferre 
toaſlure the ſtate, till the feaſt of S. Giowarni. But Pieroand Carlos Strozzi, at the be- 

innirig of the vprore hid themſelues, thinking that the brunt paſt, their friends and 
Linsfol es were of forceſufficient tocontinue them ſecure in Florence. The houſe 
of Lapobeing ſacked (becauſe miſchicfes are hardly begunne, and ealily encreaſed) 
many other honſes (ſome for hate vniuerſall,and others rein meer ror 
alſoſpoiled and burned. Andrthe miniſters of theſe miſchietes,to make their compa- 
niethe more forcible, for the ſpoyling of other mens goods, brake the Gayles,& let 
forththe priſoners. They alſo ſacked the Monaſterie of Agnoli and S.Spirito, where 
many Citizens had beſtowed their goods. Neither had the publique chamber of 
Florence eſcaped the hands of theſe diſordered ſpoylers , if one of the Senators had 
not taken vpon himthe defencethereof ; who on horſebacke followed with ſome 
armed men,reſiſted the furieofthe multitude. This populer madneſle, partly by 
mediation of the Senate, and partly for thatthe night drew on, was appealed. The New refor- 
next day, the Balrareſtored fauour to the Citizens admoniſhed, with condition that mationin 
within thenext three yeares,they ſhould not be capable toexerciſe any office. They *'*©*** 
alſodifanulled the lawes madeby the Guelf,, in preiudice of the Citizens. They pro- 
claimed LapodiCaitrg/:onichio , and his companions Rebels, and with them diuerſe 
others hated ofthe multitude. Aftertheſe reſolutions, they publiſhed new Senators, 
a whom Luiti Guicciardini was Gonfaloniere : whereby hope was conceined, 
thatal[rumults wold ceaſe, becauſethey wereholdenquier menand louers of peace, 
Notwithſtanding the ſhops were kept ſhut, the Citizens ſtill armed, and great war- 
chesthroughout the citie charged. For which cauſethe Sexators receiued nottheir 
office withoutthe Pallace with the pompe accuſtomed, bur within, not vſing a- 
ny ceremonie at all. Theſe Senators thought nothing ſo neceſfariero bedone at - 
theirentry into office,as to procurea peaceinthe citie,and therfore cauſed al armes 


tobelaidedowne, the ſhopsto be opened, andthe people ofthe countrey _ 
' | thither 
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thither inthe fauourof Ciizens) to bediſpatched away, T hey ordeined Guards in 
many places of thecitie: ſo as if the Citizens admonithed,conld haue lived content, 
the people hafi bene quiet, But they not willing to abide three yeares from honour, 
did hnde meane, that for their (aristaction , the miſteries againe aſſembled, and de- 
manded of the Senate , that for the goud of the citie and quiet thereof , no Citizen 
might any mgrebe admoniſhed as a Ghibrlino, either by the Senators, the Colledge, 
Captaine,or Conſul], Moreouer, they required new Imborſation to be made of the 
Guelfi, andthe old tobe burned. Theſe demands were preſently accepted, both by 
the Senate, ang all other Councels : becauſekhereupon it was ſuppoſed, all neweru- 
mults wouldreaſe. But mans naturedoth not onely content itlelfe with his owne, 
but will alſo gouet other mens, and bereuenged. T hoſethat hoped inthe diſorder, 
declared tothe miſteries that they ſhould never be aſſured , vnleſſe many of their 
enemies were driuen out, and oppreſſed, Which requeſt being preſented,the Sena- 
tors called before them, the officers of miſteries, & the Sindacht,to whom Largi Gric- 
ciardini Gonfalpniere (pake in manner following. It theſe Lordes, and I allo, had nor 
knownethe fortune of this cittie, the cuſtome whereof is, that ſo ſooneas it hath 
oad, the warre within beginneth : we would haue more maruelled 
at thetumuly paſled, and therewith haue bene more greened. But becauſe things 
accuſtomed,tio bring with them leſſe ſorrow, we haue endured theſe troubles with 
great pati and the rather, for that they were begun , without any ourdefault, 
and ſhall (we hope) end, as all others before hauedone, fith we haucalreadie, in 
ſo many, and(o great demands, fatisfied you. Neuertheleſſe perceiuing that you ne- 
uerreftcomented , but till with new iniurics ſecke to diſturbe your Citizens, and 
condemnethem ronewe baniſhments : of your diſhoneſt dealings , our greeuous 
ſorrow groweth. And truly, if we hadthought, that within thetearme of our go- 
bled,we would cither by voluntary or 
violent exile, have ſhunned theſe honors. But hoping rodeale with men,inwhom 
remained cuneſieand louetotheir country, wewillingly receiued theſe offices, be- 
lecuing our glemencie, ſhould haue ſuppreſſed you ambition. Bur, wenow ſee by 
experience, that the more mildly we beare our lelues towards you,the more proud 
ye are, and the more diſhoneſt requeſts yedemand at our hands. T his plainneſle of 
,not to offend you,but toremember you, for our meaning is,thar 0- 
ers (hall (geake that which pleaſeth you, and mecamkich is beſt for you. Tell 
vs (we pra? you) what is that, you can honeſtly morercquireat or hands? You re- 
quired e guthoritie ſhould beraken from the captains of fations, & ſo it was. 
Youdelired rhe Imborſations ſhould be burnt & new reformation made,tothat we 
c6fented, Y þu demanded the reſt” :1i6 ofthe admoniſhed Citizens totheir honors; 
and they werereſtored, We hauc alſoat your entreatic pardoned thoſe that burned 
houſes, & thechurches. Yea for your fatisfaQti6,we haue ſent intoexile,ma- 
ny honourable and mightie Citizens. T hegreat men alſo by your meanes are with 
new laves brideled. What end will thoſe your demands haue ? Or how long will 
you abuſe your liberrie ? See yenot that we with morepatiencedid endureto be vi- 
Qored, then youto be victorious ? Whither will theſe mi{demeanours drawethis 
your citie ? Do ye not remember that by likediſnnion, Ca#traccioa poore Citizen 
of Lucca,didoppreſſe it? And the Duke of Athene, a private Capraineof your owne, 
did conquere1t? Solong as it lined in vnion,the power of an Archbiſhopof Milan, 
and a Pope,could notpreuaile againſt it: butafter,a warre continued diuerſe yeares, 
abandoned.theenmerpriſe with ſhame.Why would ye then, that your own diſcord, 
ſhould ones bring this citie in e, which ſo many mightic enemies haue 
(notwithſtanding their warre) left free ? What profit ſhall you looke for by yo 
| diviſion? 
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diuifion, otherthen ſeruityde ? Or what commoditie will riſe ofthe goods you 
haue robbed, other then pouertic? Forthey arethole,that by our induſtry haue fed 
the citic : wherof being ſpoiled , it. can nolonger benouriſhed. Andthey that ſhall 

 viurpethem,willas olhings euil gott&)not know how to keep them. Wherof ſhal 
follow famineand pouertie. I, andtheſe Lords commaund yee,and(if withour in- 
dignitie we ſo may) earneſtly praie youtoſtaie your minds,and reftcontented with 
tholethings which by vs are ordeined, And whenſoeuer you delireanienew utc at 
our hands,leek the lameciuiliy,and ſtrme not with tumult & armes to obtaine it. For 
whatſocuer you reaſonably aske, will be graunted,and meneui!l diſpoſed (hal want 
occaliontoopprelle our citicto your ſhame,andtheruinetherof, Theſe words (be- 
cauſe they veretrue)greatly moned the citizens, and muchthey thanked the Gonfa- 
loniere, for having pertormed the office of a good Lord & citizen,oftering to obey, 
wherinſoeuer it thould pleaſe himrocommand them. The Senatorsalſoctogiue the 
occalion,did authorize two citizens of cuery principal othce,togither with the Sin- 
dachi;ro practiſe a retormation,to the commonquiet, andreport theirdoingsto the 
Senate. hile theſe matters were in hand,aft other tumult aroſe, whichtroubled the New wau'e 
ſtaremorethenthe former, Forthe greater part, oftheburning & ſpoyling intimes {0:4 <e: 
paſt, weredone bythe baſcſt lon of people, who notwnhſtanding thar being alto- 
gither, they were audations, yet they ever fearedthat the furie once paſt and ap- 
pcaſed,, they ſhould receive puniihment for their defaults, or (as it often hap- 
pened) be abandoned by thoſerthar ar, wh themrothe performance of thedil- 
order. Whereunto was ioyneda hatred of the baſe people, towards therich Citti- 
zens and heads of the myſteries, iudging them(elues not fo well paide for-their la- 
bours,as they had deſerued. Becauleat ſuchtimeas the cittie was firſt by Carlo di- 
uided into myſteries, and cuerie myſterie a hezdtherennto appointed, it was en- 
acted that the ſubiects of euerie myſterie ſhould be in all ciuill matters udged by 
the hea4thereof. Theſe myſteries (as welaid before) were atthe beginning tweluc, 
afterwards encreafedto 2 1. and they became of to great power , as in feweyeares 
they hadall the gouernment of the Cittie, Allo to the end there ſhould bedif- 
ference berwixt thoſe that were more, or leſſe honourable, they were dinided, a:d 
ſeuen ofthem werecalled great myſteries, and foureteene named the lelemyſte- 
ries. By theſediuittons, and ſome other occaſions before recited , grew the in- 
ſolencie of the Capraines of fattions. Becauſe thoſe Citizens which aunciently 
/ Were Guelfi (vader whole gouernment that oſhce continued) did euer fatiour the 
people of the great myſteries: and perſecuted the lefſe myſteries withtheir protec- 
tors. \Vhereuppon followed all therumults that we haue rehearſed. And tor that 
in ordering the bodies ofthe myſteries, many occupations exerciled by duerſe of 
the baſe people, and common multitude had noplace of their owne inthe bodic ot 
themyſteries: they werereferred & put vnder ſome other myſteries like vntotheirs. 
Whereof followed , that they either were not ſatisfied for their labours, or by 
their maiſters oppreſſed, and lo forced to complaine to the Magiſtrates, oithole 
myſteries who governed them : at whoſe handes (as they thought) they recei- 
ued not thar inſtice that to them belonged. Alſo that myſterie which had in it 
thegreateſt number, wasthe myſtericof wooll , which being of moſt forceandau- 
thoritie, did nouriſh and entertainethe greateſt part ofthe multitude, and baſe peo- 
le. The multitudethen as well ofthe myfterie of wooll as athersforthecauiſe be- 
ore aide) was fiill of offence : therewith remembring the burning and ſpoiles by 
them commirted, diverſetimesafſembled in the night , andreaſoning of marters 
paſt , euerie man tolde other' the daunger wherem they ſtovde, The one of 


them, a man of moſt audaciticand experience, to animate 1ke reſt, ſpake rothis 
| eftect. 
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Aſcditions efeRt. If wewerenow to conſult whether ir be beſt rorake armes, robbe the Cirti« 
perſuation of zens, and ſpoile thechurches, my ſelfe would thinke it a marter conliderable, & hap- 
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ly ſhould preferreaquiet pouerrie, before a perillous profit. But litharmes be al- 
readietaken,and many dilplealures done,meethinkes,it behoueth vs not rolet goe 
the aduamage, but ſeeke meane how toalſureour ſelues. Icertainly thinke ;thar if 
no man would therein aduiſe vs, yet necelsitie alone might counſell vs. Youlee all 
this citie full of diſpleaſure and hatred againſt vs. The Citizens dootten aflemble,and 
the Senate is alwaies accompanied with othcers. You ſee they laie ſnares to entrap 
vs, and prepare new forces to oppreſſe vs, Therefore it ſtandeth vs vponto procure 
rtwothings,and in our Councelsto hanerwo endes. The one,that for your late do- 
ings we may not be puniſhed,the other,that we may line with more libertic and ſa- 
tistaction, then heretofore we haue done. It behoueth therefore(as Ithinke)thatto 
obraine pardon of all former faults, our beſtmeane is to commit ſomenew : dou- 
bling all our thiſdeeds,by burning, robbing, and ſpoiling,andthereintomake many 
companions.|For where many oftend,none are puniſhed,and ſmall faults are chafti- 
ſed, but great and greeuous offences be rewarded. Alſo where many are injured; 
fewedo ecks reuenge. Becaliſe vniuenlal diſpleaſures,are with more patience,then 
particuler wrongs endured. Therefore the multiplying of miſchiefes is thereadieſt 
way to forgiueneſſe, andrhebeſtmeanero obtainethoſe things, which for our li- 
bertie aredeſtred? Surely it ſcemeth, we go now toacertaine victorie: for as much 
as thoſe,that ſhould impeach vs, bediſunited and rich, Their diſunion ſhall gine vs 
victorie, and their riches (being made ours) (ball maintaineir, Let not theantiqui- 
tie oftheir bloud (wherof they ſo much boaſt)diſmaie you : tor all men having one 
beginning be equally auncient,and are by nature made all after one maner. Beho!d 
them naked , you ſhall finde them liketo vs, and let vs beclad withrtheir garments, 
and they with ours , we ſhall aſſuredly ſeeme noble,and they of baſacondition : be- 
cauſe only pouertieand riches arethoſethings, which makerthediſcqualirie. It gree- 
ucth me to thinke,that many of you do in conſcience repent things done,and intend 


rorefrainedoing the like. Surely it is true,thar you arenotthoſe men, Ithoughr you 


to be : for indeed, conſcience, nor infamie ought tofeare you, fith heethat winneth 
victorie,in what maner ſo cuerit be, doth neuer receiue ſhamethereof. As forcon- 
ſcience,none int isthereof tobe made. For who ſo ſtandeth in feare of famine 
and priſon, as you do, ſhould not bedaunted withdread of death and hell. And if we 
conlider the maner of mens proceedings, we ſhall find, that all thoſewho haue gai- 
ned great riches orglorie, citherby fraudeorforce areaſpired. Andthoſethinges, 
whichthey Hane either by craft or violence obreined, (to cloakethe infamie of theis 
theft, and makeit ſeeme honeſt) do call the ſame purchaſe. Y ca,whoſocuer for want 
of wit,orrather plaine folly, doth not follow this courſe, cither {inketh in ſeruitude, 
or periſheth jn pouerrie. For introth faithfull ſubieRts areſlaues, and good men be 
ſtill plagued with want. Such as eſcape bondage, be the moſt fathleſle, and audati- 
ous ; and they that ſhunnelacke, beonely coucrous perſons, or craftie. For God and 
nature have kide fortune beforeall men ; of whom we ſce moreenclinedtorobbe- 
riethen induſtry: and moreto the bad,then to goodaCtions diſpoſed. Hereofit com- 
meth, that one man eateth an other, and hethat candoleaft,muſt ſuffer moſt, You 
ought therfqreto vſe force when occaſion is offered: which can be atnotime more 
then now, TheCitizens aredinided, the Senate fearefull, and the Magiſtrates diſ- 
mayed, Sorhat beforethey can be vnited, and reſolued, it is moſt eaſie for vs to op- 
preſſe them. By which oppreſsion,we ſhall either becomewholly Princes oftheci- 
tie, or at the |eaſt, owners of ſomuch, as we ſhall thereby , not onely hane pardon 
of paſſed errors, but alſoauthoritietothreaten new. Ic6feſlethis reſolution is bo'd 
and 
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and daungerous, but where neceſsitic pincheth, deſperation is iudged wifedome, 
Andin great enterpriſes, valiant men account not of perill : becauſe thoſe atemprs 
which beginwith daunger, do end with glorie. Alſotrom onedaunger mendonor 
eſcape, but by hazarding an other. I likewiſethinkethat lith we ſee the priſons, tor- 
ments, and death prepared for vs, we ought rather feareto ſtand ſtill, then ſecketo 
aſſure our ſelues : for by the one , the milchiete is certaine, by the other doubrtull. 
How often hauel heard you complaine vpon the couctouinefle of your tuperiors, 
and the iniuſtice of your Magiſtrates ? Now is the time not onely to bedeliuered 
fromthem, but alſoro become ſo muchtheir ſuperiors , asthey ſhall haue more oc- 
calionto feare you,then you them, The opportunitie which this occalion offereth, 
doth paſſe, and being paſt, cannot be called againe. Youſee the prepare of your ad- 
uerſaries,let vs prevent their intention, For which ſo euer of vs do hrſt take armes, 
ſhall nodoubt be victorious, with ruine of the enemie, and aduancement of him- 
ſelfe, Thus may many of vs gaineglorie,and cucriemanenioy ſecuritic. Theſe per- 
ſwalions greatly kindled their minds, alreadie warmed with deſire of miſchief. In ſo 
_muchasthey reſolued to take armes,and therather, hauing drawne vntothem more 
companions of their diſpoſition : whomeby oaththey bound to helpethem when = 
any ſhould happen by the Magiſtratesto be oppreſſed. While theſe men prepared 
' toſurpriſethe ſtate, their intent was diſcouered tothe Senators, who had in hand one 
called Smone,of whom they vnderſtood all the conſpiracy, & that the next day they 
ment to make atumult: which perill perceiued, the Colledges didafſſemble, & with 
the Sindachi practiſed to vnitethecitic , but before cueric man was come, the night 
drew on, Then werethe Sexators aduiſed toſend for the Conſuls of myſteries, who 
being togither , agreed that all menof warre within Florence ſhould bewarned to 
: and the Gonfaloniere , the morning following with their companiesto be 
armed inthe Market place. At ſuchtimeas Simone was tormented, and the Citti- 
zens aſſembling, one called Nicholo dz San Frieno, kept the clocke of thePallace, 
who being aware of that bulineſſe in hand , beganne to ſpread rumours among 
his neighbours , ſos ſuddcinly in the Market place of Santo Spirits, more then a 
thouſand armed men were afſembled. Theſe newes came tothe eares of the 0- 
ther conſpirators, and Say Piero Maggiore, and San Lorenzo(places by themappoin- 
ted) werefull of men armed. By that timeday appeared, which wasthetwentic 
one of Iuly. At which houre, camenot to the Market place in fauoureof the Se- 
nate, aboue cightiemenof armes, and of the Goxfalomere , not one : for they hea- 
ring the Cittie was all in Armes ; feared to leaue their houles. The firſt of the 
ke. foals that came tothe Market place, were thoſe that aſſembled at San Prero 
AMaggiore : for whoſe comming the men of Armes remoofied not. Thenthereft 
of the multitude came, and finding no reſiſtance, with aterrible crie demaunded 
of the Senate to enlarge the priſoners, and not ſeeing them delinered vpon thar 
threatning, ſought by force to hauethem, and ſer fire on the houſe of ZargrGuic- 
ciardini, Whereupon the Senate, forauoydingaworle inconuenience, delmered 
the priſoners. Hauing obteined this demaund , they remooned the Gonfalone della 
Gin#itia from the E/ecutore , and vnder him burned the houſes of many Citizens, 
perſecuting thole, that either for publique or priuare occaſion was hated. | Alſo 
manie Cittizens to reuenge priuate iniuries, brought themto'the-houſes of their 
enemies. Forit ſuffced that anie one man cried, let vs goeto ſuch a place, or hot- 
ding the Gonfalone by the hande, looked that way. They likewiſe burned at! 
the writings belonging to the myſteric of wooll. Thus having comminted ma- 
nie evilles, to oapans them with ſome lawdable deede : they made $a/- 
weftro de Medici , and diucrſe other Knightes, the number, of three ſcore 


and 
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and foure, whom,were Benedettoand Antonio de oli Alberti,T omazd Stroz2/, 
and ſuch others their rruſtic triends , yet vere ſome of them enforced thereto. In 
which accident, morethe any other thing, it isro be noted, that ſome ofthem whoſe 
houſes they burned, were inthe fame day(ſo neare was the benefit tothe iniurie) 
made knightts: which experience was ſcene in Lurgi Gonfaloniere della Gru#itia, The 
Sexazorsamidit theſerumulrs , hnding themſelues abandoned by the men of armes, 
grey doubrthil otthe heads ot che myllecier.and their Gonfalonieri : for none of them 
according toprder | Ay pgs reſcue. And of {ixteene Gonfaloni,onely the 
En&gneof the golden Lyon, andthatof the Cove and Calfe, with Giowanni Cam- 
bint, appeared. Andthey alſo tarried not long in the Market place, becanſethey 
were not follbwed by thereſt. Onthe other ſide, the Citizens ſeeing thefurje of 
the vnbrideled multitude, and the Pallace abandoned, ſome remained in their 
houſes, others followed the troupes of armed men, hoping the rather to faue 
their owne houſes and detent their friends, By meane whereof the power of 
the people eqcreaſed, and the forces of the Senate diminiſhed, T his tumult conti- 
nued all that Jay, and the night being come, at the Pallace of Srephano behinde the 
Church of $} Barmabo, it ſtaied, Thenumber oftheſe men palled fixe thouſand, 
And before theday appeared, the next morning they cauſed by threatning rhe my- 
ſteries to ſend for their Enlignes. Then came foorth the Gonfalone dellaGin#itra, 
and accompahied with the Faſignes of the myſteries , went to the Pallaceof the 
Podeita : whb denying to yecldethe poſleſsion of that houſe, they fought with 
him, and at length nm_A. place, The Senatedeſirous ro make compoſition 
with them, fith by force they could not appeaſethem, called three of their Col- 
ledges, and ſent them to the Pallace of the Podeita, ro vnderſtand the intent of 
the le : who founde, that the heades of the multitude with the Sindarhy of 
the myſteries, and ſome other Citizens, had determined what ſhould be required 
of the Sexate. $0as,they accompanied with foure of the people ſpecially appointed, 
Demaunds of returned with theſedemaundes. Firſt that the myſterie of wooll, mightnot from 
the People. that time foofth haue anie ſtraunger for their edge. That three new corporatj- 
ons of myſteties ſhould be ereCted : one to conteine the Carders and Diars; the 
ſecondto corgeine the Barbars, Hoſiers, and ſome other mechanicall Artes ;'ard 
the third, for the poore people. Allo, that of theſe three newe myſteries, there 
ſhould berwbþ of the Senate : and of the foureteene leſſemyſteries , three, Thar the 
Senate ſhould pronide houſes for the meetings and aſſemblies of theſe newe cor- 
tions. That no man withintheſe bodies corporate, ſhould withintwo yeares, 
e conftraingd ropaicaniedebrt of lefſeſummethenrwoduckets, Thar the banckes 
ſhould rake yo preiudice, but the principall onely to be reſtored. Thar all men 
baniſhed or qondemned , ſhould be called home. That all the Citrizens|\admoni- 
ſhed, ſhould beadmittedrotheir honours. Many other things in the fanonr of their 
priuate friends they demanded : and likewiſethecontrarie, that many their enemies 
might be and admoniſhed. Allwhich demaundes norwithſtanding they 
werediſhoneſt and vnfit ſorthe ſtate: yer for feare of worſe , were by the Senators, 
Colledges, & peoplegraumed. Alſotothe endthey might receine full perfetion,ir 
behouedto haue allowed bythecommon Councell. And(becauſein one day 
rwoCouncels.couldnorbe afſembled)thar c6ſulration of force was deferredti! the 
nextday.Inthe meanerime,it wasthought good,that themyſteries & leſhutd 
reſt content &fatisfied,they promiſing,that ſoſoonasthe law were inperfeftis,all 
rumules ſhuld ceaſe. Thenext morning whilethe ©6m6 colicel debatedthemarter, 
the multirudeimpatier&volnble,vndertheir enſigns wEtro themarker place, ſhon- 
ting & crying (oterribly, that allthe Councel & the Senat were diſmaid. Wherupon 
| Gueriante 
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Murignuels, one of the Senators .(mogued rather with fearethenany other 
prince pain vaeoorher the gate, went doywneand fled to his houſe : 
notſoſecratly paſſe, but was by the multitude knowne. Otherwiſe 

hey du imnowiur, Cnakceainne oe the Senate wouldall abandon the 
P , vnleſſe their children were ſlaine, and their houſes burnt, Inthe meane 
» the lawe was made, andthe Senators returned totheir chambers.- - Allo the 
lcamedowneand ſtaied inthe Galleries and Courts without going fur- 


ther, as men diſ; ofthe citie, either becauſerhey percemed ſo great diſhonc- 
ſic and frow inthemulritude,or ſogreat cowardice in others, who had po- 
wer to oppreſle, or atthe leaſt,toallaictherage oftheſe tumnlts. The Senators were 
alſo amazed,anddi oftheircountr rgeoheeur their company fled, and 


no other Citizen ould cither aſsiſt with force or counſell. Therefore 
they reſolued of that Ss could, being incertaine what elſe they (t.ould do. 7 oma- 
20 Stroz24, and Benedetto Albert:, ether mooued with priuate amb'tion, deſiring to 
be onely Lords ofthe Pallace , or clle becauſe they ſothought beſt, perhvaded the 
others to pg uler furie, and as poues menreturne hometo their 
houſes. T his 09. te y thoſe tha were heads ofthetumult (notwithſtan- 
ding thatthereſt gaue place)made Alamanno Acciainoli,and Nichols del Bene, (two of 
the Sexte) to become offended. Yetafter being cometothemſelues, they ſaid ; thar 
if other men woulddepart,t could not letthem : but for themſelues, they would 
not go, till theirtimea vnleſethat with their authoritie they did alſo loole 
their lines. Theſe contraricties of opinion, doubled the diſpaire ofthe Senate, and 
= es offence. In ſo muchas, £ Genfaloniere, deſiring rathertoend his office 
ſhame, thenpecill,reſignediheſame to T omuze Srrozzs, wholed himfromthe 
Palaceand conduc himto his houſe; Theother Soratorsin like maner,one after 
other, went home. Then Alamanns & Nicholo,to.ſhew no more courage the wil- 
themſclues leſtilone, cm hn alſo; whereby the Pallaceremained in 71. Gover. 
RI of the multitude a urs forthe warre,who had not gi- ment gained 
uenvptheir offices. Ar ſuch —_ le EEE Pallace, one Michele dj Lan- bY uy multh- 
do, a Cardex of wooll, bare theEnſigne of the Gonfaloniere Ginititia, hee bein ng bare Mickcle 
þv. wg ggenlyl apparrelled,fol wed iwiththe multitude, went vpthe ſtaires, E40do- 
being come tothe preſence uf the Sepators, ſtaicd, and turned hinſelfero the 
— $ Dog you nat ſeetharthisPailace andthis cittic is yours, andin 
yaa doe you now thinkegood to doo ? Wheraocueric man aun- 
a he hee wen Mev ee and Loxde rodiſpoſe, and gouernetda 
himſclfe thought goods.}} Aicbele accepted his authoritie, tor hee was 
FR man-verie wittie,. and-more bounde to Nature, then Fortune. Then 
heegicrermined uw ory coo 5 and ſtaiethe,tumults : alſo toholdthe peo- 
ple occupicd;; and winne himlelfe zime to = order , commaunded one. Sir 
NMv-5 10 be ſearched. »OUT x - -who. bad bene Lapo Caitiglionichio 4 am a 
Sericant, Teche execution-of which nk 91 greater number ofthoſethat were 
didpoe. Then to begin that gouernment with iuſtice, which by fauoure of 
_ the mylirvde was giuen him, he commanded by proclamation, that noman ſhould , ,, 


ortakeiniuſtly fromangmbe. Andtherathertoterrifieall men, hee ercQeda ci uchcle 
| the Sindachi of myſteries , and madenew; 14 


es, & burnedthe Borſ.Inthe meantimeSir Nut 


hedegtiucdtho Serge 
Farm pak broughtingothe marker-placeandthere hang ed by oneſoote; 
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Gem hedepmmres the Sqvatpraio drenlyLonhof thecitie, appointed new 
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- Senators: Which Michele knowing , ſent onetotellthem, they ſhould de- 
part the Pallace, becauſe hee would lerall men a Bbing NeW2 
their counſell could governe Florence. T hat done, he cauſed the Sinzachiof myſteries 
roafſemble, and creared foure Senators of the baſe multitude, rwo ofthe\grear my- 
ſteries, andt\vo of theleſſe. Morcouer he made new Squittin1; dividing theſtate 
into three parts , commaunding that the one ſhould belong torhenew myſteries, 
theſecondrobtheleſſer, and the third tothe greatmyſteries. ' Hee gaue vnro Sal- 
weitro de AMedicr, the rentes of the houſes vppon the olde bridge. To himſelfe 
the Podeiteria of Empoli : and on many other his friends of the multirnde, hebe- 
ſtowed benefits : many others at his hand receiued pleaſure and were reſtored 
rotheir owne ,not ſo much for their good asthat he might therather be by them, 
trom the enuie of rimedefended. Then it ſeemed tothe poore multitude, thar in 
this reformation of the ſtate, the better ſorte of people wereroo much pantakers 
thereof : and they not to haue therein ſo much authoriticas todefendthemſelues, 
Themulti- ifnecde ſhould require. Wherefore ſet on with their accuſtomed boldneſle, they 
mean rooke armes againe , and onion vnder their Enlignes came anew in- 
with MIcKE'® ro the Market , demaunding of the Sexators to come downe to the Ringhiers, 
lawves, and conſult pf new marters concerning their ſecuritie and good. cAtichele lecing 
their arrogancie, (yet not to moue themro more offence, withour asking what 
they would) blamed the maner of their demaunding , and perſwaded them roJaie 
downe armes, ſaying, that ſhould be graunted vito them , which with pay. 
tieofthe Semtethrough force, might not be graumted, The multitude with rtikt 
offended, aſſembled neare the Pallace of S.t Maris Nonella, where —_— 
ſelues they appointed eight heades with their miniſters and orders, gaue 
them reverence and reputation. So as, the citie had twoplaces of ſtate, and was 
by rwo diutrſe officers gonerned. Theſe heads determined them , chat 
euer cight, hamed by the bodie of the Myſteries, ſhould dwell inthe Patlacewith 
the Senate, ad whatſocuer the Senators ſhould determine, muſt bebyt 
med. Theytooke from Salwerode Mediiand Michele, all that, whichvintheit for« 
mer Councels was given them. They _— many new officers, & allowances 
for theirdegrees. T heſe appointments taken, tomakethemthe more aſſured; they 
ſent two of them to the Senate, to requiretheirconſent, intending , thatifelvarwere 
not graunted, thatthen by force they would haue it. Thos mellengrs,ith pen 
audacitie and morepreſumprion, declaredtheir Commiſsiontothe Senate 
the Gonfalone what honour and authoritie they had ginenhim\, and with whatit 
ratitude and ſmall reſpect at his hand , they were ited, At letigth#Mling 
om words tothreatnings, Michele could tol6rigtet endure pro rey, nos. 
remembring more the place hee occupied, them the baſendſe of his'lare eftare, 
thought mere by extraordinary meane, to bridleanextraordinary inſoleney: and 
drawing forth the (word heware, hurt one oftheſetiedengers:and after caliſed Him 
tobe bound and impriſoned. This being knowne greatly offended the miiltitude, 
andhoping to winnethatby force, whic vnarriied they could na,preſently todk 
armes with great furie, and marched towards th& Senators, with intent to'compel 
them. Michele on the other fide, doubringthatWhich followed ; « ed to 


ent them, and imagining it more for his glorjbiolſanlt of 
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mand beaſlatilted, | ſt 
lace ro flie away : did'aſſemble a great nimiber 6f Cirtizens ;'whe ( 
aduiſcd themſelves of their errours mounted on horſebacke ,'a 

by manyarmed men, went to Sant« Afaris Nouella,"to fight withthe themy 
people haning ( as wee before declared) made rhe We derermination ;' 
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at the ſametime marched tothe Market place : but it happened thar the one paſſed 
by one ſtreete,, and the other by an other, ſoas by the way they met not. Michele 
—_— backe, founde the Marker placetaken, andthe Pallace aflaulted : 
hee therefore ſuddeinly charged the enemies and ouerthrew them. Some were ,,, 
forced to flie, others caſtdowne their weapons, and others hid themſelues. This 
victorie gotten, thetumult was appealed, onely through the vertue of the Gonfalo- 
mere,whotor courage, widdome, & integritie, excelled all the Citizens of that time, 
and isro benumbred among thoſe "a. haue profited their country. For had he 
bene of enil diſpoſition or ambitious,the common weale had vrterly loſt the libertie 
therof, & ſhonld haue fallen intoa greatertyrannie thenthat of the Duke of Athene : 
but the bountie of Zandowas ſuch,as ſuffred no thoghtto enter his mind that might 
be preiudiciallrothe vniuerſall quiet, His wiſedom directed allthings,ſo as many of 
his fellowſhip gaue him place, & his aduerſaries by force of armes were oppreſſed, 
Which manerpt mbeting, cauſed the multitudeto ſtand diſmaied,and thebetter 
ſort of Artificers tolooke about them, & thinke how great their ſhame was, hauing 
O edthe greatmens pride,to endurethe populerdregs. At ſuchtime as Michele 

teined this victorie againſtthe multitude,a new Sexate was choſen, wherin were 
rwo men of ſo vile and vnworthie condition, as euery man delired to beacquit of 
that great infamie. When theſe officers were created (which was the firſt day of 
September) the Market place was full of armed men. So ſooneas theolde Sena- 
tors came out ofthe Pallace, there was a brute giuen out amongzthe armed men, 
that they would nor, that any of the baſe people thould be ot the number of Sexa- 
tors, Whereuponthe Senate tor their ſatisfaction depriuedrwo,the one called Tira, 
the other Baroccio, in whoſe roomes, they placed Georgio Scali , and Franceſcodi Mi- 
chele. They alſo depoſed the myſteries of the baſe people, andall ofticers,exceptin 
Michele. Lando, Lorenzo di Puccio, anda tewe others of thebertter ſort. They diuid 
the honours into two parts, allotting the one, gothe greater myſteries, the other to 
thelefle, Of the Senate, they willed there ſhould be cuer fine of theleſſe myſte- 
ries,and foure of the great. And the Gonfalenieretobe choſen ſometimes ot the one, 
and ſometimes of the other. The ſtate thus ordeined for the preſent, appealed the 
citie. Andalbeit the goucrnment was taken away from the baſe people, yet the Ar- 
tificers of meaneſt condition, remained more mightiethenthe populer Nobilitie, 
who were forced to giue place, to winne from the baſe people the fauoure of 
the myſteries , and content them : which was alſo fauoured, by ſuch as deſired 
that thoſe ſhould be oppreſſed , who vnder the name of Gue!f, had with grear 
inſolencie injured many Cittizens. Among others that allowed this manner of 
gonernment , Georgio Scali , Benedetto Alberti, Salueitro di cAMedici, and T omazo 
Strozzi were made as Princes of the citie, Theſe matters thus proceeding and 
handled , the diuiſion alreadie begunne betwixt the populer Nobilitie, and the 
meane Artificers , through ambition of Ricci and «_Atbizi, became contirmed. 
Whereof (becauſe afterwardes followed greeuous effects, and of them we ſhall 
be often occaſioned to ſpeake) we will call the one populer , the other plebei- | 
all. 'The ſtate continued thus three yeares, full of baniſhments and murthers. q . 
For they that gouerned, knowing there were both within and abroade, ma- ia Florence, 
nie cuill contented, did liue in great ſuſpition. The Citizens within dilcon- 
tefited, either they continually attempted ſome newe practiſe, or deuifed with 
themſclues how they mightdo it. Andthoſethat lined without, hauing no bridlc, 
by meane of ſome Prince or ſome Common weale, here and there, ſowed (edition. 
Atthistime G:amnoz20 &i Salerno, Lieutenantto Darazzo, deſcended ofthe Kings of 
Napoli, hapned tobe ar Bologna,intending to aſſaultthekingdom, & takethe ſame fr 
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QueeneG:onamna, At the fametimealſowere in Bologna many baniſhed Florentiner, 
who with the Pope and with Carlo, practiſed diuerle things : which wasthe cauſe, 
that they who gouerned in Florence did liue in great ſuſpition, and gaue credit ca- 
lily tothe (launders of thoſe Citizens that were ſaſpected. During this doubrfull 
time, it wasreuealed to the Magiſtrates, that Grannoz zo of Salerno, ihould withthe 
banithed men/preſent himſelfe before Florence , and that many within would take 
D-uersgrext armes and deliuerthe citierohis hand. Vponthis report many were accuſed, the 
cus, Chiefeof wham, were Pierodelli Albizi, and Carlo Strozzi: and nexttothemtheCi- 
priam Giaccomws Sacchetti, Donati Barbadors, Filippo Stroz1,and Gionanni Anſelins : who 
wereall taken;fauing Carlo Strozz4,that fled. And the Senate,tothe end none ſhould 
take armes in their | 46 appointed T omazo Stroz<1 , and Benedetto Alberti , with 
many armed mento guard theeitic, Theſe Citizens were apprehended and exami- 
ned, bur the accuſation and their anſwere conferred togither, no fault wasin them 
found : Infomuch that the Capraine not willing rocondemne them , their enemies 
inthe meane [pace moued the peopleto mutinie, and by force they were iudged ro 
death. Neither was Prerodeg/i Albiz4any whit fanoured,cither for thegreatneſſe of 
his houſe, or for that long time he had in the citic morereputationthenany other, 
and had bene there more Cond and feared. During his proſperitic, ſome friend 
of his, cither tb rr him tocunelic in his greatneſle, or cl{eſome enemie to 
threaten him with the inconſtancie of fortune : at ſuch time as hee madeaſolemne 
banquet to diverſe Citizens, ſent him a liluer diſh full of Comhrs,and inthoſeCom- 
fits was hiddenanaile z which being founde and ſeene of diuerſe his gueſtes, it was 
imagined, that thereby he ſhould remember to ſtaicthe wheele: becauſefortune 
hauing ſet him onthe height thereof (the wheele keeping courie)muſtneedes caſt 
him downe. Which interpretation, was firſt by hisdecaie,and after by his death ve. 
rited. After this execution, the citieremained full of confuſion, becauſe both the 
victored, and the victorious ſtood in feare: butthe worſt of all was,that thegouer- 
noursthemſclues lived in continuall ſuſpition, For cuerie accident were itneuerſo 
litle, madethemtodonew iniuries tothe 09 ere PRs wag 
lending the Citizens into exile, Whereuntothey ioyned new lawes , andnew or- 
ders,many times made, onely to fortifietheir authoritie, All which was doneto the 
iniurie ofthemwho were totheir faction ſuſpeAed., And they created fortie ſixe 
men,whowith the Senate ſhould diſcouer men ſuſpeQed tothe ſtare. Theſe officers 
admoniſhed thirtie nine Citizens, making many er perſons great men, & 
great men, populer. Alſo, the rather to withſtand allexternal forces,they 
John Agute,an Engliſh Captain, who, inthoſe daies,was accounted of great experi» , 
ence inthe war,& had long (erued thEPope & others in /taly. Theſuſpition abroad 
proceeded of intelligence giuen,how cenain companies of men atarmes belonging 
t0 Carlo Duraz40, Were put in readineſle, to allault thekingdome. | b 
(as was reported) were many baniſhed Florentines. For the meeting wi 
rils, belides the ordinarie forces,a ſlumme of mony was ner Carloarrined in 
Arez:20, receiued of the Florentine fortic thouſand Duckers , promiſing notromo- 
leſtthem. Akerthat time, heatchiued his enterpriſe,and happily furprizedthe king 
The Queene dome of Napoliztookethe Queen Grouanna, & her priſoner into Hungary. Which 
- CE victorie encreaſed a new ſuſpition of thoſe that in Florence feared the ſtate. Becauſe 
they could not helecuethat their money ſhould do more with the King, then rhe 
; aunciert friend(hip, whichthat houſe had with the Guelf, who with manifold iniu- 
ry,had bene bykim oppreſſed. Theſe ſuſpitions encreaſing, encreaſed alſothe iniu- 
ries, which didinor decreaſe, butmultiplytizem. By meanes whereof, the grearer 
number of _ lined much diſcontented , which diſcontent grew the greater by 


| the 
; 


| 
OF FLORENCE, Lib. 3. 79 
the inſolency of Georg1o Scali,and Tomazo Strozzi ; whoſe authoritic preuailed more 
thenthe Magiſtrates : and encrie man feared , leaſt they becing followed with the 
le, would oppreſſerhem. Inſomuchas,thar,nor onely the good men, bur alſo 
theleditious ſort,accountedthat gouernment tyrannicall & violent. But tothe end, 
thar the inſolencie of Georg/o ſhouldat lengthtake end) it fortuned that hee became 
accuſed of one Giowanii Cambio, his companion: hauing (as he faid)praCtiſed diuerſe 
waies againſtthe ſtate : yet vpon examination,was found guiltleſſe Gorle Capraine, 
Soas the,the ludge went about topuniſhthe accuſer withthat puniſhment, which 
the partie accuſed ſhould haue ſuffered, had he benefound faultie. And Georgio,nei- 
ther with ſute nor authoritie, -ableroſauc him, went with T omazo Strozzi, and the 
multitudearmed todeliuer him by force. At which time, they ſacked the Caprtaines 
Pallace,and forced him (for ſafetie of his perſon) to hide birmlcife, which action fil- 
ledtheeitie with ſo much hatred towards him , that thereby his enemies hoped to 
ouerthrow him,and take the citie both from him, & theplebeyall people alſo: who 
through preſumption, had vſurped the ſamethree yeares. Thereof alſothe Captaine 
auegreat occaſion ; for he(therumulr ceaſed) went to the Senate, & faid,that as he 
Fad willingly taken vpon him,thar, whereto their Lordſhips had eleted him, be- 
cauſe therein he hoped toſerue iuſt men,readie totake armes, inthe fauoure,not in 
thepreiudiceof juſtice : ſo ſeeing he had ſeeneand knew the gouernment of the ci- 
tie, andthe maner of life therein ; that office which he willingly tooke in hand for 
his profit and honour,as willingly there he would yeeld theſame vpto ſhunnethe 
11, and lofſethat might thereof follow. The Caprtaine was by the Senators com- 
Freed, and promiſed reparation of former loſſes and furureſecuritie. Then certaine 
of them, togither with ſome Citizens, who were holden louers ofthe Common 
weale, and men leaſt ſuſpeQted, concludedthart a good opportunitie was offered to 
takethe citie from Georgzo, and the multitude, By reaſon, that through that his late 
inſolencie, the Citizens were greatly alienated him: and was therefore good 
toexecute that intent , beforetheoffended mindes of the multitude werereconci- 
led. For wellthey knew, that the fauoure of themultitude vpon euery trifling ac- 
cident is gottenand loſt, Iudging moreouer, that forthe bringing this enterpriſe to 
effe&,it behoued them to winne the good will of Benedetto Alberti, without whoſe 


conſent the aftion ſeemed dangerous. This Benedetto was a man exceeding rich,cur- penedeno 
reous,graue, alouer ofthelibertie of his country, and ſuch a one, as much miſliked Alberi. 


thetyrannous ings ofthetime, By meane whereof, it was cafe bothtoap- 
peaſe him, and alſo perſwade him tothedeſtruQion of Georgio, For, the occaſions, 
which madehim enemy tothepopuler Nobilitie and Guelf, and friend tothemul- 
titude,was their inſolencie, andtheirtyrannous maner of gouernment. And,ſeei 

that the heads of the multirude, were become of like inſolencie, he would likewiſe 
leaue them, as one that would not conſentto the injuries bythemdoneto many Ci- 
tizens.So inconcluſion,thoſercaſons which induced himtorake part with the peo- 


ple, did alſo perfwade himtoleauethem. Benedetto and the heads of the Arts thus - 


drawne tofauourethe populer Nobilitie,tooke armes,apprehended Georgio, & T o- 
maze fied away. Thenext day after,Georgiowas beheaded, to ſogreat terror of his 


Georgio Scali 


re no man moued in his fauour,though enery man went ro behold his ruine, beheaded. 


being brought todie, complained ofthoſe ,thar lately had adored him, 
and lamented his own hard fortune, and the malignitie ofthe Citizens, who hauing 
wrongfully ininred him, were forced to fauoure;and honour the multirude, wher- 
inwas neithertruſtnor grautuitie. And knowing Benedetto Albertiamong the reſt, of 
the armed men, faid vnto him; Andthou Benedettodoeft conſent tofeemehere ſo 


miured, as if were where thou art, I would notfuffer thee: but Ido —_— 
that 
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that asthis day is the end of my miſerie, ſoisthe ſamethe beginning of thydeſtrue- 
tion. He complained moreouer of himlelfe, for hauing too much truſted tothe peo- 
ple, whom cuerje voice,cuericaCtion, and cueric ſupition mouth and corrupteth, 
\Viththeſc lamentations he ended his life, amidſt his enemies armed,andreioycing 
at his death. Shortly after, certaine other his neareſt friends were (laine, and drawne 
inthe fſtreetes by the people. Thedeath of this Citizentroubled all the citie; for at 
the execution thereot, many tookearmes infauoure of the Sexate and Captaine of 
the people. Many other, either fortheir owne ambition, orſuſpition , did the like. 
Allo the citiebeing full of diverſe humors,cuerie man had his duuerfe intent: which 
hee delired to execute before armes werelayd downe. Theolde Nobilitie(called 
greatmen) ow not enduretoſeethemſclues depriued ot the publique honours : 
and therefore with all ſtudie laboured to recouer them, liking well that authoritie 
ſhould bereſtored tothe Captaines of factions. Tothe populer Nobilitic,and the 
reater myſteries it was oftenſiue, thatthe ſtate was participated with theleſſe my- 
cir @agn bale people. On the other (ide, the lefle myſteries deſired rather to en- 
creaſe thendiminiſhtheir dignities, And the poore people, feared toforgotheir 
C6lledges. Whichdiuerſitie of mindes, made continually in Florencerumults to a- 
riſe, forthe ſpace of one yeare, Sometimes the great men, ſometimes the chiefe my- 
ſteries, ſometimes thelelle, togither withthe multitude, and ſometimes altogithers, 
at one inſtant in diuerſe places were armed. Whereot enſued among themſelues,and 
withthe ſouldiers ofthe Pallace, diuerle conflicts. The Senate , bs by gi- 
gps and ſometimes by fighting, ſought allthey could toremedie that miſ- 
chiete. Infomuchas, inthe end, and atter rwo conſultations, and two Balie, for re- 
formation of theicitic, and after many harmes , many trauels, and many great perils, 
a gouernment whs ſetled : whereby werereuoked, all thoſethat before,and ith Sal- 
weitrode Medici was Genfaloniere, had bene confined. All priuiledges and prouiſions, 
were taken mk, 7 x thoſe towhome they had bene giuenby the Balia of 78, All 
honours werereſtored to theGuelff, The two new myſteries were diſcorporated, 
and cuerie of thoſe remitted vnder the auncient myſteries. The Gonfaloniere a; 
Gui#titia, was taken away fromthe leſſe myſteries, and they reduced to bepanakers 
of halſe the third part of the honours, and of thoſe the beſt weretaken fromthem. 
So that, the faQtipn of populer Nobilitie & Guelfi,recouered the gouernment, & the 
multitadeloſt their authoritie, whichthey had holden fromthe yeare 1 37 8.til $1.at 
which time,this alteration happened : neither was this gouernment leſſe injurious 
towards the Citizens,nor more mild,then was that ofthe multitude. For ſo many of 
litie were confined,as had benenoted to be defenders thereof,to- 
number of the principall men of the multitude. And among 
; Whoſe former authoriticand good deſerts , could not in this 
timeof populer furie,fauc him. His country therfore,for many good merits, wasto 
him vnthankfulk Into which errour, becauſe many Princes and Common weales 
dofall, isthe cauſe , that men vpponlike examples terrified, before they feclethe 
{mart of their goyjrnours ingratitude,do firſt offend them. Theſe exilements & theſe 
{laughters did di nk euer had diſpleaſcd Benedetto Alberti, and he both pub- 
liquely,and priudtely, blamed them. For which cauſe, the Lords of the ſtare feared 
him, as chiefe friendtothe multitude, and thought him conſenting tothedeath of 
Georgjo Scali : nor becan(e hisdoings did offend him , but to be alone in thegouern- 
ment. Beſidesthat, his words and workes did encreaſe the ſuſpition , which made 
that ide which gouerned, to keepe eye vpon him, and watch opportunitie to op- 
preſſe him. The'cicie living intheſetearmes, the aQtions abroad were of no 
1mpornance.For if any thing were done, it proceeded of feare,by reaſonthat ; co 
| Angio 
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camethen into 1th, to reſtore the kingdome of NapolitotheQueene Gio. Carlo di An- 
aanze,andremoone Carlo Durazzo. The geor is Prince,greatlyamared the fue 
Florentines; for Carlos (acc rothe friends) demaunded of them 
aide, & Lodoico (like vnto him that ſeeketh new Mew xarreny ro ſtand neu- 
trall. Wherenpon the Florentinesto ſeeme willing ro content Lodowico,and aide Car- 
lo, diſcharged Gionanni Aguto, and procured Pope Yrbanotoentertainehim : which 
ſubriltic was eaſily by Lodowrcodilcoucred, and tor the ſame held himſelfe much in- 
iured by the Florentines. During the warre betwixt Zodowico and Carlo in Puglia, new 
forces came from Fraxce inthe fauoure of Zodowice, whoarriued in Toſcana, were by 
the baniſhed men of Arezzo brought into thatcitie : wherethey remoned the faQti- 
on, which gouerned for Carlo : intending alſoto hane chaunged the ſtate of Florence, 
as they had altered Arezzo. Then died Lodowico, wherby the affaires of Puglia $ T 0- 
ſeana varied Fortune, For Carloaflured himſelfe onthe k e, Which was well 
neareloſt. And the Florentines miſtruſting the defence of Florence, reconcred Arezzo 
and bought it, ofthoſeſouldiers which kept it,for Lodouico. Carlothen being aſſiired 
of Puglia,went to takepoſſeſsion of Hungheria, which was by inherincedalaenidel 
vnto him, leaning his wifein Puglia, with [a:bflioand Gitasma his children), being 
but babes, as hereafter ſhall be declared, Carlo poſſeſſed Hwngberia, bur ſhortly after 

there died. Forthis _ much ph was madein Florexce, and thead 
ficence thereof was noleſl eboth for int and private expence,then if _—_— 
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ſiontherof had benetheir owne. Ferthany families kepr'o feaſts: ——_ 
of Alberti for pompe and maghificence exceeded thereft. The expences &e 
of Armour that the Alberti ved, were not onely fir for haratoned the beſt 


degree, bur forthe greateſt Princes: which adhere ao tanenes Whereto 


akdingeheluſpic whichthe ſtate had of ANNE canſeof his 


come to paſſe, r through fauoure of his faQion, Hee Ni 
and driuethem fromrthecitie. Theſe doubrs remaining, it 
Gonfaloniere of companies, Philippo Malagotti his ſonne in lawe, Was 
niere diGiu#itia: which doubled the miſtruſt oft ernours, i 
nedetto encreaſed ouer faſt in force, and the ſtare Amnch peri F Or priven- 
tion of which inconueniences without tumule,' they any 5 Beſe Magulotts, 
his —_ roſignifierothe Senate, that Philippe hauing paſſed his tune; cold 
not,nor ought not,exerciſethar office. The canſew#s bythe Senateexamined, ſome 
ofthem for hate, ſomerorake away occaſion of ſlander ,ndged Philipponot >= = 
ofthardignitie, andeledted inhis place Bards Mancini ;# tmantorhe pl 40 
Aion contrarie, and mortall enemie to Benedetto. Tofomnch ts heeverng pc 

in office, called a Ba{ia for reformation of the ſtare; andthereiriton 


Alberti, Looper ins ane ar ery pr Antonio Alberti, ex c—_ MY GY 
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rohotd vpthat which many labour topulidowne; muſt Theloue © 
of my Coumtrey made meto ioyne with'Salue#ro dj Medits , and | 
Georgio Scali. F. Theſawe likew me, 'rohare\ Hoare of thar 
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- doth of ry (elfeT rake no pitie: for thoſc honors whichmycoun- 
try being free hath giuen me, now brought ynto ſervitude, cannot take from mec, 
Ant the memorze ot my paſſed life ſhall alwaies morecomtort mee, then mine hard 
fornine which brought mineexile, (hall diſcourage me. It greeueth me muich;that 
my country {honld become a ſpoile tor atewe, and be ſubicct trotheir prideand co- 
uetouineſle. Iamalſoright orietothinke, that thoſe evils which now endeinme, 
will begin in you. And 1 teare,leaſtrhoſe miſcries wil periecute you with more hin- 
derance,thenthey hauc perſecuted me, I would therefore counſel you, to prepare 
your mindes gy_ all misfortunes , and beare your (clues ſo, as what aduerlitic (0 

ener happen(for many will happen) every man may know you are faultleſſe, & thar 

without your guilt they be hapned. Afterthis leaueraken,to giueas great ateſtimo- 
| * nie of his bountigabroad,as hee had done in Floreme:t hetrauclied totheSepulchre 
Alberts, of Chriſt, from whence returning , inthe Lleof Koda heedied. His boanes were 

brought to Florewe, and therewith great honour buried, byrhpſe, whoinhis life, 

with all launder and iniurie did moleſt him. During theſe troubles,the houſe of 4/- 

bertiwas not onely oppreſſed , bux many other Citizens alſo admonithed and conti- 
ned. Among whom, were Piers Benint, Matthes Alderotti,Gionanni,and Franceſco del 
Bene,Giouannt Benci, Andrea Adinzari, and with them, a great number ofthe letlemy- 
ftcries, Amongitheadmoniſhed werethe Cononi,the Beminithe Rinucciythe Formice- 


&bcing placed by honeſt 
(v9 , did yeelde 
allace, 


third of the oftices, they ſhould now haue onely 
thefourth pant, Alſo,tothe ende.char rwook the moſt truſtie Citizens mightbe al- 
waies of the Senate, they gatepuhyornieto the Gonfalonicre dr Graitttia, and foure 0- 
ther Citizens,tomakea 8&r£a of choſen men: our of which number atecuerie Senate 
{houldhe eleQedrwo.Theſtarerhus cried after (1x yeares (which was inthe yeare 
G onan G 1381; ) theciticlued quiet within, tilltheyeare 1 393. In whichtime, Giouan Gal; 
— a i/conti, called Contedi#ertu,tooke priſoner his vncle Barnabo,& by that mean, 
bardy, 1333. Decame Princeofall Lombard. T his Gipuan Galiazzo hoped by forcerobe made king 
of 1taly,as by crak he wasarteined tobe Lord of 41ilan. And inthe yeare 1390. hee 

begatia braue warre againſt the Florexpines: wherein Fortune became ſo variable, as 
wimes the Duke was innolefle daunger to loſe all thenthe Florentmes,whoin- 
dcedhad loft all, ifthe Dnke had longer lined. Yet thereliſtance by them made, was 
A igus andmarue}lous,as,might beby. any Common weale; and the endno 
lefſ rlas,chen thewarre had hene terrible. For whea the Duke had taken: Bolo- 
e114, Pifh, Perngia, and Siem, ared aCrowneto beſet on his head in Florence, 
The dearh of whnget Ital, hedied. Whi himnortotaſte theſweere of his paſ- 
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ſed victories , northe Florewtines to feelethe perils. ar hand, While this warre with 


the Duke continued, Maſſp degii 41bizs was made Gepfalomere d7Giuititiz,whom the 


death of Piers had made. enemie tothe 4lberti, And for thatthe humour ofthe fac- 
tionscommued, ib dingthar Snow dead incxile) did hope 


reſt of that family : andtooke oc- 
with the Rebelles cxamined, who 


named 


OF FLORENCE. Lib. 3, 8; 


named Albertoand 4n 1reade!li Alberti, \Whereupon, both they wereapprehended, 

andthe citie wholly chaunged. Inſo much as the Sexatetooke armes,allembled the 

people, created anew Balia, and by vertuethereof,many Citizens wereconhned, 

and new Imborſations of ofticers made. Among thoſethat were confined,were al- 

moſt allthe _Albert;,many Citizens alſo admonithed,and ſomepurtodeath, Vpon 
occaſion of ſogreat iniuries, the myſteries and the bale people rookearmes , thin- 

king their honourand lines were in hazard, One part of them cameintothe Market 
place, an other rannetothe houſeof Yeridi Medici: who after the death of Salwe- {= Meut- 
{tro remained as chicfe of that family. Todeceiue thoſe that came into the Market 
place, the Senate appointed Capraines, yg theEnſigne of the faction Guelfa, 
deliuering the ſame into the hands of Rinaldo Gianfighiazz1, and Donato Acciatmioli,as 
men of the populer number, more then any other acceptable to the multitude, 
Thoſethat went tothe houſe of Yer, deſired himtotakethe gouernment,and deli- 
uer them fromſuchas were enemiesto good men, and good orders. All ſuch wri- | 
ters as haue left memorie of the proceedings of that time, doafhrme, that if Ver; had | z 
not bene more honeſt, then ambitious, hee mightwithour any let, haue aſpiredto 

the principallitie of that citie, Becauſe the exceeding great iniuries donetothemy- 

ſeries, ſome iuſtly and ſome vniuſtly, had ſokindled their mindes toreuenge,as no- 

thing wanted for the performance | qupbnanir a a Captainero lead them.,Net- 

ther wanted thoſe,that would put/#:+ in remembrance what he might do. For Aw- 

tonio dic Medict (who had beforetimebenelong for private reſpects, his enemy)did 

perſwade himto take in hand the gouernment of the ſtate. To whomheanſyered, 

as thy threatnings (being mine enemie) made menot tofearethee; ſothy Councell 

being my Friend (hall notabuſe me. Hauing vttered theſe words, heturned himſelfe 
rothemultitude, and perfwading themto be of good courage, promiſed tobetheir 

defender , ſothat they would be content to beby him directed. Theninthefridf 71. peech 
of them he went tothe Market place, and from t ag vpto thePallace, afid'being o Veri di | 
cometothe preſence ofthe Senate,ſaid. That hewas not ſorietohaueſo led; that Meaeieonne 
the people of Florencedid lone him : but yer ſorie hee was, that they had notfuch rence. 
opinion of him, as his paſſed lifedid deſerue. For ith hehad not ſhewed any ligne 

of ſediti6 or ambltida.ho could not conceiue why he was thought a mainteiner of 

ſedition (or as ambitions) a man that ſtudied ro vſurpe his country, Thereforthee 

humbly beſonght their Lord(hips, that the ignorance of the multitude mighr/nor 

be imputed his fault : becauſe ſomuchas in him was, hee ſubmitted himſelfe-vnto 
them.He moreouer put them in mindeto vſetheir fortune modeſtly, and be confer 
torakerather halfea vitoriewith ſauing the citie, thena whole conqueſt withthe - 

ruine thereof, The Senators greatly commended Yeri,and required him toperfitade, 
that armes mightbelaidedowne, and then they would not faile todothat; whieh 

heand other Citizens ſhould counſell them. Afﬀer theſe ſpeeches, Yeriretarnedtro 
the Market place,and ioyning his followers, tothoſe that were conduCted by Xima/- 
doand Donato, faid vnto them all, that hee had found in the Senatorsaverie ood dif. 
poſitiontowardsthem,to whom hehad alſo ſaid much, albeit by means of thEſhorr 
time,and abſence of the officers, nothing was concluded. Whetfore he praied them 

tolaietheir weapons downe, and obry the Senate: thereby todeclarethat ciiehie, 

rather then pride,entreatie,morethenthreatning, might mouethem : andrhittliey 

ſhonld not lacke meanes and (ecuritie, ſolong asthey were by him gouerned. Thus 

vpon his word every man was content toreturnto his owne houſe. Themultitide 

hauing vponthis perſwaſion difarmed themſelues, the Senate firftcauſed agnard to . 

be ſet in the Market place: then they muſtered tworhouſand Citizens, men aſſured 

to the ſtate, equally diuiding them vnder Gonfaloni,whomrhey commaundedto be 

readic 
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readie whenſoeuerthat they were called. Alſocommandement was giuen, thatno 
man whoſe name was not taken nor warned, ſhould tor aniecaule be armed. This 
ion made, they contined & (ievw many of thoſe Artificers which had inthe 
late tumult ſhewed themſclues moſt (editious and violent. And tothe end that the 
Gonfalomere deGruituia, might haue morereputation & dignitic : it was ordered and 

thought neceſſary,that whoſoener did exerciſe that office, (huld be of 45.yeres. For 
confirmation of the ſtate, many other prouilions were deuiſed, Theſe ordinances 

made,the Senators were inſupportable,and tothe good Citizens (cuen of their own 

- faQtion)they became odious, For they could not iudge any ſtare good or lecure, 

Which had need with (o great violenceto bedefended. Sothatthis maner ofprocee- 

ding,did not onely offend thoſe of the tamike of Albert;, which yer remained inthe 

citie: andthe Medici,vhothought themto haueabuſcd the people,but many others 

alſo were with ſogreat violencedilpleaſed. But the firſt that oppoſed himſelfe was 

—_—_— Donato ſonne to Craropo Acciainolt, He being inthe citie great, and rather ſuperiour, 
then equall, to Maſſo deglr Albert: (whe forthe great ſeruicedone, when he gouer- 

ned as Gonfaloniere Was accounted as head of the Commonaltic) could notamong 

ſo many diſcontentations liue contented : nor (asthe moſt men do) preferre priuate 

[is fx 697) dE UILY Ao And therefore, thought he would aſſaic to re- 
rethoſethart had bene baniſhed,or at the leaſt, ſet the admoniſhed intotheir ofh- 

ces. For compalsing whereot, he ___— intent inthe care of this and that C'i- 

tizen, ſhewing that otherwiſe he could not pleaſethe people,nor ſtaietheir offence. 

And concluding faid, hee onely ſtaied to be of the Senate, and thento putthemarter 

in execution. Yet/becauſe in the attions of men, delaic bringeth wearineſle, 

and haſte is accompanied with perill : to ſhunne wearinefle , hee reſolued to 
aduenture with perill. ſ the Senators, Michele _Acciainoli his compa- 

nion, and Nichols Rironori his friend , were eleQted : whereby Donato imagined a fit 

"# nitietobe offered, and deſired them topropound alawetothe Councels, 
wherein ſhould be conteinedthe reſtoration of the Citizens. They being by him 
perfwaded,commoned withtheir tellows,who anſwered,that they would attempt 
nonew matters, {ith the obtcining of them was doubttull, and the peril! certaine, 
Then Donato having in vaine made proote of cuerie mean, in great choller let them 
: vnderſtand, that ſeeing vpon good occalion offered; they did not reformethecitie, 
hewould with force of armes doit. Which words being greatly offenſiue, andthe 

L matter debateg among the chicfe Gouernours , Donato was cited, and appearing, 
Donui Accl- was by witneſſe of himto whom he committed the meſſage,cominced: and inthe 
endconfinedtd Barletts. Alſo Antoniode Medici with allthereſt deſcended of _A1l- 

nee. manne, togither with many baſe Artizans (yet ſuch as had credit withthe people) 
werebanthed: which things happened after two yeares, that Maſs had taken in 

hand the gouernment. The citie thus ſtanding , many were diſcontented within, 
and many without baniſhed. Of which number remained at Bologna, Picchio,Cauic- 
cialli, T omazode Ricci, Antonio de Medici, Benedetto degli Spimt, Antonio Girolami, Chri- 
flofans di Carlane, with two others of vile condition : but all yoong menaduentu- 
rours,and diſpoled to hazard any fortune for their country. Totheſemen. ſecret in- 
telligence was giuen by Piggzello, and Baraccio Camiccinlli (ywhoas menadmoniſhed 
lined in Floremee)thar if they did come tothe citie diſguiſed, they wold receiniethem 
intotheir houſes, Fromwhence they might goand kill Maſode el Alhizi, and call 
Conſpiracie the peopletoarmes, who(being diſcontent) would caſily moue,andthe rather, be- 
in Florence cauſethey ſhould befollowed by the Ricci, Adimari, Medici, Maner!i, and many other 


-phengy families. Theythen uraged with this hope,the fonrth of Auguſt 1297, came 
and ochers tO Florence, and entring ſecretly as they were appointed, ſent to know where Maſ/e 


was, 
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was, intendingwith his death toraiſetherumult, At that time, Maſſo was come from 
his houſe, & ſtaied inan Appothecarics ſhop,neare San Pietro Maggiore. T he meſſen- 
ſent troawait him,ran to tell the conſpiratorstherof; whotaking armes and com- 
ing tothe place found him gone: yernotdiſmaid thatthis appointmet ſped not, re- 
turned towards the old Market, & there killed one of thec6trary factis. 1 henthela- 
rum began, & the people cried armes, libertie, & killtheſeryrants: which done,they 
returned towards the new Market, & atthe end of Calimara,they (lew an other, And 
with like ſhowte, following their way, & no man taking armes,at the Zoggia Night- 
tioſa, they ſtaied, Thenthey climed vptoa high place, andagreat multitudedrew 
nearc,rather to behold themthen helpethem,and with aloud voicethey perſiwaded 
mento take armes, & acquitethemſelues of that ſeruitude which they ſo greatly ha- 
ted, alledging, thatthe lamentation ofthe euill comented perſons inthe cittie, more 
then their owne iniuries moued themto ſecke meaneto bedeliuered. And that they 
knew,many did pray God to grant them occaſionto bereuenged : whichthey wold 
rme, whenſocuer they might find a head to lead them. And now occalion be- 
mg come, Captains ready to lead them,euery man looked one vponan other, and 
ſtood as menamazed.So that, their reſolution was in vaine,and the Citizens ſtil with 
bondage burthened. Alſothey much maruelled,thatthey (who for euery ſmall iniu- 
rie were wont totake armes) would not now be moued, but ſuffer ſo many their Ci- 
tizens to be baniſhed and admoniſhed : yer was it in their power to reſtore the bani- \ 
ſhedto their countrey,andthe admonilned to their offices. Which words(though _ 
true) moued not the multitudear all,cither for feare,or els becauſe the death of thoſe 
two had madethe murtherers odious.So that the mouers of the tumult, ſeeing thar 
neither words nor deeds had force to encourage any man, (too late aware how dan- 
erous wr) isto labour the libertic of a people, that will inany wiſe be ſubie&) 
pairing of the enterpriſe, intothetemple of Santa Reparata,retired themſclues: ard 
there not toſauetheir lives, but delaietheir death,they ſhutthemſclues vp. The Se- 
nators at the beginning ofthe tumult werearmed and ſhutthe Pallace gate, till after 
the caſewas vnderſtood, &the men }Howne that moued the rumour, being before 
locked vp,tookecourage, & cormainudedthe Caprainerocall his ſouldiers toappre- 
hend the offenders, In ſo much that with ſmall forcethedoores ofthe Temple were 
broken: part ofthem within wereſlain,indefenceofthe place, & thereſttake.T hey - 
being examined , confeſſed nonetobe culpable but Baroccoand Piggiello Cavicciulle, 
with others that wereſlaine. Aſter this accident, there happened one other of more 
importance. At thistime (as hath bene beforeſaid) the cittic had warre with the 
Duke of Miles, who finding thatto oppreſle it , his forces ſufficed not , determined 
to worke with wiles,and by aid ofthe baniſhed Florentines (of whom Lombardy was 
full) praCtiſed that enterpriſe, wheretoalſomany withinthetowne were made pri- 
uie. Concluding that vpona cenainday, many of thoſe baniſhed men,aprt for armes, Conſpiracy by 
ſhould go toplaces neare Florence, & by the river Arnopaſle intothe citic,and there the Duke of | 
with friends enterthe houſes ofthe chiefe gonernors,and ſleyingthem, reform the —_ 
gouernment as themſelues thought good. Among the conſpirators within , was 
one ofthe houſe of Ricci named Samminiato , but (as in conſpiracies forthe moſt part 
it happeneth)thar a fewearenot of force inongh, and many will not keepe coun- 
ſell : Samminiato ſeeking companions, found an accuſer. This man imparted the 
matter to Salue/tro Cautccinll;, whome the ininries done to his kinsfolke and him- 
ſelfe, ought have madetruſtie. But he regarding more thefeare at hand, then the 
furnrehope, ſuddeinly bewrayedthepraQiſetothe Senators, and they apprehen- 
ding Sayminuto, conſtrained him to confeſſeall the conſpirators : yet was thereno 


man apprehended, ſauing Tomo Dunſt, who comming from Bolognz, and not hea- 
[ ring 0 
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ring what happened in Florexce , was by the way intereepted. All thereſt aſter tlie 
apprehenlion of Samminiato tor teare, fled. Then Samminiato and T omazo,being ac- 
cording totheir merits puniſhed: authoritie was giuen todiuerle Cittizens rohinde 
out more offenders,and afſurethe ſtate. They then diſcouered for Rebels, fixe of the 
family of Ricci, ſixe of the Alberti, three of the Medici , three of the Srali, twoofthe 
Stroz24, Bindo Altouitt, Barnardo Adimari,with-many of the meaner ort, T hey admo- 
niſhed all the family of Alberti, Ricct,and Medzc,tor tenneyeares(a tewe of them ex- 
cepted). Among the Albertiwas onecalled Axtorio , who being accounted a =_ 
and peaceable man, was inthat reſpeQt not admonithed. It chanced aftertheſnſpiri- 
on of the conſpiracie notquenched, there was a Monketaken, who had bene ene 
diuerſe times during the conſpiracie, to goe from Bolognato Florence. This Monke 
confeſſed that he had brought diverſe letters to Antonio, whodenicd thematter, yer 
The famely being auowed by the M e,he was condemned in mony, and confined 300,miles 
of aber diſtant from thecitie. Allo tothe end,thar the 4{berti might not daily purtthe ſtate in 
ics  daunger,allthatfamily aboue fifteene yeares of age, were baniſhed. This accident 
happened inthe yeare 1 4 02. Thenext yearedied Gionan Caliazzo,Dukeof Alan : 
whoſe death (as is beforefaid)endedthe warrewhich had contimied twelue yeares, 
Inthis meane ſpace , the gouernment became of more authoritie: and having fewe 
enemies both withinand without, the Florentines m———_—_ the enterpriſe of Piſa, 
and gloriouſly conquered that citie, They continuedthen quiet within, fromthe 
yeare 1 400.till 33, ſaving that in the yeare 1 4 1 2. the 4lberrz, hauing broken their 
confines,a Balta was cholen,wherby new ordinances were madetoallurethe ſtate, 
Thedeath of and impoſe greater paiments vponthem. In thattimealſo, the Florentines made war 
= wg to Ladiſlao King of Napoli, which was ended by the death of the King : in the yeare 
1 41 4. Inexecution whereof, the King finding himſelfethe weaker, yeelded tothe 
Florentines the citic of Cortona, where he was Lord, Yet ſhortly after hereuiued the 
warre,w hich proued more dangerous then the former, And had theſamenot bene, 
as the other,ended by the Duke of Milans death, he had alſo brought thelibertie of 
our citie into thatdaunger, that by the Duke it had bene, Neitherdid this war of the 
Kings end, withleſſeraduenturethenthe other. For when he had ſurprized Rowe, 
Sient, la Marca,and Remagna,and that he wanted nothing,but Florenceto paſſe with 
amightieforceinto Lombardy, hee died. Soas, death was euer more friendly tothe 
Flerentines, then any other friend : and of more power todefend them, then any o- 
ther vertue. Afer thedeath ofthis King,thecitie continued quiet without & with- 
in eight yeares. Inthe end of whichtime, withthe warres of Philippo Duke of M/lan, 
the factions werereuined: and continied til the ruine of that ſtare, which from 138-, 
had bene gouerned, and with much glorie, enterpriled many warres, and brought 
vnder the Empirethereof, Arezzo, Piſo, Cortona, Linorno, and Monte Pulcians, And 
would hanedonegreaterthings,had thecitie continued vnited, andthe 01d humors 
not benercuiued. As inthe next booke ſhall particulerly be declared, 


The ende of the third Booke. 
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THE FOVRTH BOOKE 
LL Cities (and chiefly they which be well gouerned vnder the 


| name of Common-weales) doo oftenaltertheir ſtare ard gouern- 
WL! ment : not by meanes of libertieand ſubiection(as many imagine) 
$8! but by meane of ſeruitudeand lycentiouſneſſe. For onely the name 
| of libertieis honoured of the people, who arethe miniſters of ly- 
Wl centiouſneſſe, and ſervitude ſtill ſonght for by the Nobilnie : (vas 
" Either of them do ſtudie not toſubiect themiclues, cithertolaw es 
or men. Trueit is, that whenit happencth (as fildome it doth) that by good 1turtune 
of ſome Citie, thereriſerh vptherein, a wiſe, good,and mightie Citizen, of whome 
fuchlawes be made, asthele humAirs of the Nobilitie, and of the people, be kept 
quiet (orattheleaſt ſoreſtrained as they cannot doo evill) then may that Cirtie be 
called free, and that ſtate firme and ſtable, For being builded vpon good lawes,and 
ood orders, it needeth not afterwardes the vertue of anie manto vphold it, Of 
nch lawesand orders, manic auncient Common-weales (whoſe eſtates continu- 
ed long) were endowed, Such orders and lawes, thoſe ſtates wanted, and doo 
want, which haue oft times channged their gouernment from ſtates tyrannicall, 
tolicentious, and from licentious, to tyrannicall. And inthemby meane of their 
mightie enemies, there isnot, nor cannot be anie ſtabilitie at all : becauſethe one 
pleaſeth not the good men, and the other offendeth the wiſe men, The one may 
do euill with facilitie, the other cando good with difficultie. Inthe one inſolenr 
men, inthe other, fooles hauetco much authoritie. Andtherefore, it behoueth, 
that both the one andthe other, by the vertueand fortune of ſome excellent man be 
mainteined: wlio either by death may betaken away,orby aduerſitie proue vnpro- 
firable. I ay therefore,that gouernment which had the —_— in Florence bythe 
death of Georgjo Scali, inthe yeare 1 381, proceeded firſt from the vertne of X«ſſ 
delli _Albizs, and after was by Nicholo ds Y £ano continued , The Cine lined 
quiet fromtheyeare 1 31 4.tillthe 22. At whichtime, the King Zad/laowas dead, 
andthe ſtate of Lombardy imtopartes dinided, So that neither without nor within, 
there was any thing thar could] breede difftidence or miſtruſt, Next to Nicholo 4 F 24- 
»o, the Citizens of moſt authoritic, were Bartolomeo / alori, Nerone di Nigi, Kmaldo de 
gli Albizi, NeridiGuio,and Laps Nicolmi. ThefaQtions which grew,by thediſcord of 
the Albizs & Ricci,andafter with great troubles by Salneitrod; Medicrreniued, were 
nener quenched. Andalbeitthepartic moſt fauoured of the multitude, raigned nor 
aboue3.yeares,and intheyere 1 38 1.the ſame was oppreſſed: yerthat humor hauing 
infeQted the greaternumber of the people, could not be vrterly quenched. Trueir 
is,thatthe often contentions, & perſecutions of the chiet captains fr6 the 1381.tilthe 


1400. broughtthe faQtions wel neartonothing. The families moſt perſecuted were 
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the Albizs, Kicci,and Medici, Thoſe houſes werediuerſetimes ſpoyled, both of their 
men and ſubſtance, and if any oftfiem remained inthe citic, their honours and oth - 
ces weretaken fromthem. Which oppreſsion madethat part baſe minded , and(as 
it were) vtterly trodden downe. Notwithſtanding, there remained in many men, a 
certainememorie of iniuries receiyed , andadelire torcuenge them,  Yerwanting 
power to performetheir will,they kept that delire within their breaſts, ſecretly hid- 
den. Thoſe of the populer Nobihtic,who peaceably gouerned the citir,comminted 
twoerrors, which were the cauſes of theirruine, T he onethroughtheir infolency, 
which grew by continuali authoritic and being in oftice. The other,through cnuic 
among themſclues, & the long holding the ſtate intheir hands,they did not preuent 
thoſe that might offend them : bur daily renuing the vniuerlall hatred by their (ini- 
ſter proceedings, not remoouing the matter that might hurt and was tobe feared, 
werethe cauſes that the houſe of Medici recouered authoritice. The firſt of them 
that begun to ſtand vp, was Grewarn, the ſonne of Brcci, He, become exceeding rich, 
and bcing of nature curteous, & affable, was with the allowance ot thoſe that gouer- 
ned, aſcended tothe higheſt ofhce. Whereat the multitude o greatly reioyced(ſup- 
fingto haucgorten a proteQtor) that the wiler ſort conceiued ſome uſt caulc of 
lu{pition : becauſe thereby they found all the old humors begunto ariſe, And Vicho- 
lo di V ſans failed not to aduertile the other Citizens, how daungerousathing it was 
to aduanceone, who had among themultitude, ſo much repuration : ſaying, it was 
calieto oppreſſeany inconuenience at the ficſt , but lerting it growe , the remedie 
was hardly tound. For hee knew well , that in Growanri, there were many more ex- 
cellent partes, then in Sa/ne;#ro., Nzichelo coull not be heard of his companions : 
becauſe they enuicd his reputation, and fought for afsiſtance to oppreſle him. 
Men thus lining in Florence, beſet with contrary humours, (which ſecraly began 
toboyle within their breafts) Phrlippo Yuſconts lecond ſonne of Gionan Galiazzo, be- 
ing bythe death of his brother, become Lord of all Lonwhardy, and deuiling vpon 
ſome enterpriſe, deſired greatly tobe againe owner of Genoua, whichar thar pre- 
Y 


ſent vnder T om4z9 Frogolo ligcd in libertie.' Yet feared he conld neither compaile 
that nor any other thing , vn'cile firſt hee publiſhed a new accord withthe Flo- 
rentines : the reputation whereof, (a5 hee thought ) might bring him to fariſ- 
fation. For which purpoſe, hee ſeat Embailadours to Florence : who beeing 
there , and perſwading the league, it was y many Citizens rhoughe vnfit to 
ioyne with him, and yet they wiſhed that the peace which had many yeares 
continued , ſhould ſtiil eadure. For they knewe what fauoure and repurarti- 
on the league would doo him, and how ſmall profit the citie ſhould recciue 
ehercof. To others it wasthought good, that theleague ſhould be made,there- 
by to procurethe Duke to enter conditions and bondes, which it he pr eucry 
man might diſcouer his cuill intent, and ſhould (ithe brakethe peace)the more iuſt- 


Leageberwixe ly make warre vpon hum. Thus (the manter being throughly debated)thepeace was 


the Horentins 


and the Duke 
of Milan. 


concluded. Wherein Philippo promiſed, that hee would not entermedlewith anie 
thing on this fide the Riuers of Aagraand Pararo. Afterthis concluſion Philzppofur- 
rized Breſcia,and ſhortly after Genowa,contrary tothe opinion of thoſe that had per- 
faded the peace. Forthey beleeued that Breſcia had bene defended by the Yrne- 
tians, and Genouacould haue defended it ſelfe, And becauſe in the league which 
Philippo had made with the Doge of Genoua , h+: had reſerued Serezana, and other 
Townes on this ſides Aagra, With condition that it heſoldethem, hee then to 
ſell them to the Genoxeſi, the league was broken. Belides this, hee made peace 
with the Legate of Bologna. Which things, altered the mindes of our Cnizens, and 
made them ( doubting newe miſchictes) to looke for newe remedies. Theſe 
ſuſpitions 
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ſuſpitions cometothe care of Fili aeentf nmjc0eiey ons diſpoſitionofthe 


Florentines, or clſeto abuſerhem, ſent Ambaſ( vnto Floreiee, and by them ſig- 
mified , how he maraelled much atthe ſuſpition conceined, and therewith offered 
to renounce cuerie thing by him done, whereof anie miſtruſtmight grow: which 
Ambaſladours wrought none other effeQ, thendiuilion ofthe cnie. For the one 
part, (and thoſe that were moſt reputed inthe gonernment) thought goodtoarme, 
and preuent theenemie. Notwithſtanding it Filzppo todd quiet, there ſhould be 
no waratall, and in the meanetime,that prouifion was an occaſion of peace. Many 
others,cither enuying thoſe that gouerned,or fearing the warre, iudged that iryas 
no wiſedome, lightly to becomeſuſpitious : neither werethings by Phil;ppo done, 
worthicto be luſpected. Butthey knew wel,thatto cle&th@Ten,and to hire foul 
dicrs, promiſed warre: which being taken in hand againſt{&preat a Prince; (Mould 
betheruine of thecitie, without hope of wa) 19m or of his victories (haning R-- 

inthe midſt) we could not receiue good,norbecomePrinces of thit coumry. 


And of Remagneit (elf (by reaſon of the neerneſle of the church)they couldrietthink © 


paration for war,preuailed before the other, that deſired peace. And therefore the! 
created the Ten, hired ſouldiers, & impoſed Subſidies, Which proceedings{becanſe 
they burthened morethe leſſe,then greater Citizens) filledthe cinie with ſorrow, 
andeuery manblamed the ambition & authoritic of the greatmen, accufing them; 
thatto fulfill their apperites,and oppreſle the people, they won!d make a'warrenot 
neceſlary. Yet was notthe Duke cometo manifeſt breach, bur every thingw4#s full 
of (uſpition. For Philipps,ar the requeſt ofthe Legate of Bologn{who feared Antonis 
TIN rms ſhed;and remaining atthe Caſtle Bologneſe) had ſertmeſitothatcirie 2 
whichbeeing nearctliedominionof Florexce , held the ſtatin miſtruſt; Bitthar 


to become owners. Notwithſtanding,the authoritic ofthoſethat phe 


 whichmoſtamazed eucrie man ,and gaue muchcauſe rodiſcouerthewarre, was 


the iſe of theDukeat Furli. Georgio Ordilaffi, was Lordof Furlr, who dying, 
left Tibalt his ſonne, vnder proreCtion of Philjppo, Andalbeit themorh&@Kappo- 
ling theDuketo bea Tutor vnhe ;'atnd therefore ſent her childe't6 Lodowirs Alidoſs; 
her father, Lord of 1mola)yet was ſhe forced by thepeoplets obſerucher husbands 
teſtament, and commit himtothe Dukes hands. ' Then Philipporo make himlclfe 
theleſſe ſuſpeQted, and the rather alſoroconer his intent, deviſed thatthe Marqueſſe 
of Farrars Fould ſend GuidoT orellowith ſome forces,to be his depurie;andrakethe 

ouernment of Furli. Thus came that towne intothe poſſeſsioh of Philippe, which 

ing knownein Florence,togither with the newes of the ſouldiers cometo Bologna, 
madethereſolutis forthe warthe more ſpecdic, notwithſtanding it had before grear 


contradiftion, & Giouande Medicipublikely ſpake againſt «laying chararoug he Corifultxion 
a 


hee ' ſhould march in Florenee, 


werecertaineof the Dukes euil diſpoſition, yer wereit bettert 
firſt,thErhey gotowards him/: fortothe war ſhuld beiuſtifiable, inthe mdgement of 
other princes:neither could we ſo boldly askeaid,as we might after that his ambiris 
was diſcovered. Alſo,meE wold with an other mind defend their own, the aſſault the 
oods of others, Tothe c6trary,was ſaid;it yerenot good totarry forthe enemy at 
home, bur rather go ſecke him. And fortune was more friendto himthat afſaulteth, 
the tohim that v5. ur" renee with leſſelofſe(though with morecharge)the 
war is made far fr6 home, thenneare at hand. Inthe end,this opinis preuailed, And 
reſoluti6 was ſetdown,thatthe Ten ([hould deniſe ſome mearis how the city of Far: 
might be reconered tr6 the Duke. Philippoſecing thatthe Florentines went abour ro 
ſurprizethoſethings which he had taken in hand to defend,ſer reſpeQts apart, & ſeat 
Aenolodella Pargolawith great orcs to Imol1,torhe end,that prince, hauing occaſion 
todefend his own, ſhould not thifk vp6 his grandchild. Agnoloarrined neare yg 
ren ws the 
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(the forces of the Florentines being alſo at Magdighana) the weather froſtic, and the 
rowne diches frozen, inthenight, by ſtealth, turprized the towne, and lent Lodowr's 
priloner to Alan, T he Florentines lecing Imola loſt, and the warre dilcoucred,com- 
maunded their men to go vnto Fwrli, and oneuerie lide belieged that citie. Alſo to 
the end that all the Dukes forces ſhould not come to reſcue it, they hired the Earle 
Alverigo,vy ho trom histowne Zugenaraillued out, ſpoyling the country euento the 
garcs ut /molg. Agnolacella Pergola, finding he could not with ſecuritic luccour Fur- 
{t, by reaſon of theftrength where our Campelaic , thought good to belicge Zago- 
4/4, thinking thatthe F/orentines would nor loſethat place, and it they did relieue 
it, thenof forcethey muſtabandon F#rl:, and tight with diſaduantage. The Dukes 
forces then enforced: Aſherggorodemaund c ition , which was graumed; he 
promiling to.yeeldcheq@pWne at any rime,if within fifteenc daies, it werenot reſcu- 
edby the Florextines, T his diſorder knowne inthe Florentines Campe and inthe Ci- 
tic,andeucrie mande{iroustopreuem the enemie of that victoric,occalionedthem 
to haueagreater. For their Campe being departed from Farlito ſuccour Zagonara, 
and cntercountring thecnemic was ouerthrownte : not ſo muchthrough vertue of 
the aduerlarie, _ vnhappineſle of the weather. For, our men hauing diuerſc 
houres marched inthedeepemyre and raine, found the enemies freſh, and for that 
realon by them were 


vanquiſhed. Notwnhſtanding, jn ſo great an ouerthrow pub- 
liſhed through all 1taly, there died no more then Lodowico degli 6b1z4, with two o- 
thers, who from their horſe were myredto death. All the citic of Florence ar 
this Querthrow, became (ad : and chiefly the great Citizens who had counſelled the 
warre. For they ſawethe cnemic braue,theirſelues difarmed, without friends, and 
the pogpleagyink them: who murmured, and with iniurious words , complai 

[ mpolicions and Subſidies , they had wn tothe maintenance of the 
warre taken in hand, without any cauſe of occalion.Saying moreouer,now they ha- 
ningreated the Tengtoterrifie the enemiie, have ſuccoured Furl;,and taken it from 
the Thus dathey bewraietheir Councels to what end they are: not todefend 
thelibcnie,bur eacreaſetheir own power, which God iuſtly hath diminiſtied. Nei- 
ther hane they onlybunhencd thecitie withthis enterpriſe, but with many cthers : 
torliketerhis , wasthatagainſt —_—_— Towhome willthey now reſort for 
aide? To Pope Martine f who hath bene intheir {light rroddenvponby Braccio? To 
the Queene Growanue ? ſhe was by them enioced , and forcedtoputherſelfe vp- 


onthe King of 4ragon. Beſides theſe contumelies,they all ſuch injurious 
rcproues,as a people offended,could imagine. It was thereforethought good tothe 
Sexator5,1t0 4 leagoodnumber of Citizens, and with curteous ſpeerhappeaſe 


the humours mooned inthe multitude. Then Kmaldodegli Albizi , eldeſt ns of 
Aaſſo, (who with his owne vertue,& the memorie of his father,aſpired tothe chief 
honour ofthe citie) declared ar large : that it wasno wiſedome to iudge emterpri- 
ſes by their ſucceſſe. Becauſe many things well deuiſed, haue had nogoodend, & o- 
thers cul deuiſed, haue good. Alſo,if euil counſels haning good ſuccefſe, ſhould be 
commended,the ſame wold encourage men tocommit errors, which would proue 
to great diſaduantageofthe Common wele: for it ever falleth out, that euill coun- 
ſels be vnfortunate. In like maner they crred,toblame a wiſe connſell,that hath no 
deſired end : for thereby they diſcouradgethe Citizens to counſell the citie, &faie 
frankly,whart they knew or vnderſtood. Then he ſhewed theneceſsitie ofthart war, 
and how if it had not bene begun in Romagna, it ſhould hane bene inToſcans. Bur 
ith it pleaſed God thattheir be overthrowne, the loſſe ſhould betheteſſe, if 
the enterpriſe were not abandoned. For if they would till ſhewe their facesto For. 
tune, andendeuour themſchues to recouer that was loſt, neither ſhould they finde 


any 
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any loſſe,northe Duke any viCtorie, They ought alſonot to repine atthe charge or 
Impoſitionsthat ſhould be laid vpon them, becauſethoſe paiments whichthey had 
made, werereaſonable , and thereſtthat ſhould after be impoſed would not bee (o 
great. Forleſſe preparation is required for themthat detend, thenthoſe thatwill of- 
tend, Inthe end, heperſwaded themto imitatetheiraunceſtors, who by being in e- 
uerie aduerſitie couragious, did defend themſelues againſt all Princes whatlocuer. 


The Citizens encouraged withthe authoritie ofthis man,enterteinedthe Earle Oddo price 0. 
ſonne of Braccio, with whom they ioyned Nichol Piccrnino , brought vp vnder Brace Piccine, 


cioza man moſt eſteemed ofall thoſethat ſerued vnder his Enſigne, and vnder them 
they appointedother leaders, Alſo of their owne forces lately broken , ſome Cap- 
raines of horſe men remained. Moreouer they elected twentie Citizensto impoſe 
new Sublidies, whobeing encouraged with ſeeing the greateſt Citizens opprelled 
by the late overthrow, impoſed vponthem without reſpeQ. This impolition much 

reeued thegreat Cittizens, yet not to declarethem(elues vnwilling, at the firſt, 
hewed no priuate offence: but generally blamed the matter, BLUng their aduile, 
thatthe Impolitions might ceaſe; which being knowne to many ,xookeno effect 
inthe Councels : andthereuponto occaſion theſe repiners feelethe ſmart of their 
counſell, and makethe matter more odious, they ordered, that the [mpoſers ſhould 
procced with all ſeueritic, and hane authoritieto kill any manthar (honld withſtand 
the publiqueoftcers, Whereof followed many foule accidents, by murthering and 
harung ot the Citizens. In ſo much, as the factions cametobloud : and cuerie wiſe 
man feared futuremiſchictes. Becauſe, the great men (whowere vſedtoreſpety 
could nos endureto be laide hand _ : and others werenot contencthat enteric 
man ſhould cqually beburthened. Many ofthe chiefe Citizens therefore afſembled 
themſelues, and concluded,thatit bchoned them torake the gouernmentimto their 
hands :becauſethcir ſmall diligence had giuenhead,and ſuffered the publique pro- 


ceedings tober : allowing ouermuch boldneſſe in thoſe that were wont to 


be heads ofthe multitude. Hauing tothis effect conſulted, they determined manie 


timesto mecteall rogither, and inthechurch of S.Steffanoaflembled morethen 70, 
Citizens, with thelycence and allowance of Zoxenzo Ridolfi, and Franceſco Gianfigli- 
4:4, whoatthat time were of the Senate." Torhns contention , Giouanni de Medici 


camenot, either becauſe he was as a ſiſpeEt,ncalled,or that hee would nor(being ,;, 11. 4; 
of contrary opinion) appeare. Bur Rinaldo dell; Albizi, as mouth of that companie, Alt, 


diſcourſedthe eftate otthecitie, & how by their negligence it was cometothe hand 
of the multitude, from whomeintheyeare 1 381. by their aunceſtors it was taken : 
purringthem inminde of theiniquitie that raigned inthat ſtate, from the yeare 77, 
till $1. And how ſithrthattime, till this preſent, ſome had theirfathers ſlaine, ſome 
their grandfathers, & now werererurned to theſelteſameperils,& the citic fallento 
the ike diſorders becauſethe mutritude had alreadieat their pleaſure impoſed Sub- 
ſidies: & wolderel6g,(ifrhe fame were notby a greater force or better order with- 
wr as 1,210 the Magiſtrates. Which cho. om 1 to paſſe,themultitude would 
vſurpetheir places, and ruinethar ſtate , which had bene with mnchglorie of the 
cittie fortie and rwoyeares continued : and Florexce ſhould be gonerned either ca- 
ſually, vnder the will ofthe multitude (foas one part ſhould line lycentiouſly, the 
otherdaungeroufly)or vnder the commandememt of ſome one that ſhall make him 
ſelfePrince of all. Wherefore he aſſured them, that enerie manthat loued his coun- 
try,and his owne honour, was conftrained robeware: and put them in minde of the 
vermeof Zeards Mancini, whowirhtherume ofthe Abberti:faued the citie fromrthoſe 
perilswherein it then was: and that occaſion of boldnefſe inthe multitude, procee- 
ded ofthelarge Sqmittini , which were by their negligence made : which was the 


cauſe 


: 
AY 
}, 
is 
$ 
» 


LOng 


aw 1. 4 
A q-2—douey wet 
* By Rn « v 2 
w—___ 


bo Sw ck. rect 
& ROS —_— 


The an'were 
of Giouangi 
&1 M<dicito 


Rinalds, 


92 THE HISTORIE 


cauſealſurhat the Pallace was filled with new menand people of baſe condition, 
Hetherefore concluded thatthe only remedie was, to yeeld the gouernment tothe 
great Citizens, and remouethelefle Artificers from their authorine: reducingthem 
trom 14.t07, companies, Which ſhould be a meanethat the multitude could haue 
in the Councels lefleauthoriie: as well inreſpect , that thenumber of them were 
diminiſhed, as that thegreat men ſhould haue moſt power, who for the old enmity 
did diſfauour the multitude, affirmiug/likewile that to know how to imploy men, 
according to the time was great wiledom. For as their anceſtors vied the multitude 
to oppreiocke inſolency ot the great men ( who thereby became humbleand the 
multitude inſolent) ſo it were novy fit to bridle the inſolencie thereof, withthe aide 
of the great men. Andfor compaſling of theſe matters they might reſort eitherto 
ſubriltie or force. For ſome of chembecin of the Tenne, by that colourmight 
bring menſecretly intothecitic. This connlell giuen by &:nalde, was by eucry man 
allowed. And Nicholo of Vz.x0among other, laid; that all things alledged by &imalds 
weretrue, andthe remedies good and certaine, 1frheſame might be done withour 
manifeſt diuiſion ofthe citic : which would comeropaſle if Gionan de Medicr, werg 
not perſiaded from them. For hee being on our fide,the multitude withour head 
and torce,could not offend. Bur if he wold not conſent, withoutarmes it could not 
be. And witharmes it were daungerous, fur eitherthey ſhould nor prenaile,or not 
enioy the victory. Alſo,modeſtly he reducedtotheir memories, his former admoni- 
tions, & how they refuſed topreuenttheſedifticulties, whenthey might. Burmow 
therimeſerucd not todoit, without hazarding agreater miſchiete,and therefore,as 
the vitermoſt refuge,it behouedtogaine his fauour. Commilsi6 therfore was gran- 
ted for Rinaldo, togoe vnto Cionannt, and periwade himro be of their minde. This 
Gentleman performed his Commilsion, ard withthe beſt reaſons he was able,7per- 
ſwaded him to enter with them into'thus action, andthat hewould nor for thetoue 
of the multitude become inſolent; rotheruine of the ſtate, % ciie., WhertoGionanns 
anſwered,that hethought itthe ottice of a wile and good Citizen;nort toaltet the ac- 
cnſtomed orders of the citie, becauſe there was nothing that fo much oftended men, 
as alteration, fiththereby many beoffended, & where many liuediſcontented, ſome 
eill accident is daily to belooked for. Alfo heethought , thatthis theirreſolution 
might worke two effects verie dangerous, The one by giuing the honours to 
thole, whoneuer before hauing them, would not much eſteeme them, and ſhould 
hauethelefle occafionto complaine,itthey never had them. The other by raking 
the honours fromthoſerhat were viedrohauethem, ſhould makethem vnquietrill 
they werereſtored, And fo ſhallthe iniuriedonetothe one part , be greater; then 
the benefit, which theother part could thereby receine. Thus ſhall the authour of 
this change, win few friends, & many enemies: and theſe will be more ready to of- 
tend him,thEthe others todefend him. For me aremore naturally inclinedtoreuege 
an iniury,thE bethankful for a good turne: becanſerhis bringeth loſe, bur tharpro- 
miſerh profit and pleaſure. Then _y his facetowards Rinalde,faide. And you fir, 
if you remember marters paſſed & with what ſubtilties men walk within this citie, 
your ſelf would be more lowe in theſe reſolutions. For the giuer of that counſell, ſo 
ſoone as with your forces he hathtaken away the authoritie ofthe people; would 
againerakethe ſame from you, bytheaide of thoſe, who by this meane of injurie, 
will become your foes. And it will befall to you as it did to Benedetto Alberti, who 
(through the perſwaſions ofhim that loued him not)c6ſemted rotheruine of Georg? 
Scaliand T omaz9 Strozz4 : and (hortly after, by the ſelfeſame men that ed 


him , wasſent into exile. Heethereforewiſhed him more narurally to thinkevpon 
marrers, & be willing to follow his father, who hauing loue ofthe multirude,cared 
not 
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not to offend a fewe men euill diſpoſed. It wasthen ordained that whoſocuer had 
to paic haltea Florine for Sublidie,ſhould paic it, ornot : as himſelfe pleaſed, And 
belides all men indebted, (hould forthe day ofthe councellgoc free, with out mo- 
leſtation of his creditors. Inthe end he concluded, that for his owne part, he would 
leauethecitticin that order andeſtate , it preſently remained, Thelc matters thus 

handled , were vnder{tgod abroad , andthe ſame gaue great reputationto Giowan 
and hatred tothe other cittizens. Neuerthelefle heediſcontinued all affaires, the ra- 
therto diſcourage thoſe, that vnder his tauour intended new /practiſes. Allo, inall 
his comunication, heelet eucric man to vnderſtand that hee would not nuuriih,bur 
extinguiſh factions. And for himlelte, hedeſirednothing butthe vu.ion ofthe citie : 
yet were manie that followed him, therewith diſcontented. For dimers ofthem did 
perſwade himto bein thoſe matters morequick: of which number was Alamanno de 
medici,who being fierce of nature, ceaſed not to (ollicitehimto periccute their enc- 
mies, & fauour Gin, blaming his coldnefſe, & (low maner ot proceding. Which 
was(as healledged) occaſionthat their foes without reſpect , practiſed againſt him. 
Which one daie would take effect, withthe ruine of his houle and friends, Tothe 
ſame effeQ, was hee encouraged, by Coſmo his ſonne. Yetnotwithſtanding all theſe 
reaſons to him reucaled or prognoſticated, hee ſtood firmein his intent, and by that 
meanes the faction became diicouered, and the citticin manifeſt diniſion. At that 
time wereinthe Pallace two Chauncellors,onecalled Ser Martmeo,andthe other Ser 
Pagolo, This fauourel the parte of / zawv, thatof Medicr. Rinaldo (ecing that Gionann 
retuſed to concurre with them, thought fitto depriue Ser Martine of iis office, ho- 
ping afterwards to finde the Pallace more tuourable.T hat praQtiſe foreſeene by the 
aduerſaries, Martizo was detended ; and Paga/o with ſorrow and inmry of his friends 
remooued: which had preſently wrought bad efteCts, ifthepreſent warre had nor 
bene, & the citic by the onenthrow received at Za7ouera, terrified, During thetime 
that theſe matters were managed in Florewce, Agnoiad-{ls Pergoia had with he Dukes 
forces rakenallthetownes which the Florentines poſlefied in Romagna (Caiaroand 
Modiglhana excepted) ſome of them beeing loſt by the weakenefle of the place, and 
others by the default of thoſe, that hadthemin cz Intheſurprizing of theſe 
rownes,twonortablcthings appeared. The hrſt, how much the venue of meneuen 
rotheir enemies, is acceptable. The other, how greatly cowardiceand fainte heart, 


is contemned, Biagio of Milan, was Capraine ofthe fortrefſecalled Montepetroſo. He Biagio of Mi- 
being enuironed with fire and enemics, not finding any meanes how todefend his * 


charge, oreſcape with life, caſt ouerthe wall (where no hre yet burned) certaine 
0 6d and ftrawe, and vpon the ſame his ownetwochildren, and ſaid tohis ene- 
mies; Take you here aaods which fortune hath giuen me,and you hane po- 
wer to bercaue me of,but my riches of mindewherein glorie and my honour licth, 
neither will Iginethem,nor you cantakethem from me. The enemies ran to ſave 
the poorechildren, and offered him roapes and ladders toconuey himſelfe downe 
ſafe. But he refuſed all ſuccours, chuling rathertodiein hire, then receive alife from 
the enemies of his country. Anexampletruly like tothoſe , of theauncient time (© 
highly commended, Andis the morenotable,that ſuchreſolutions are but rare, The 
children were by the enemies reſtored toallthinges that weretheirs , and could be 
found : and with great careconueyedtotheir friends, to whom theircountrey alſo 
was noleſſekinde. For(during their lives)they were publikelyrelecued and main- 


teined. The contrary happened in Ga/eat.i,where Zanebi di Pino was Pode#ta. For he 7:noti Pino. 


without any defence, yeelded his chargetothe enemie : and beſides perſwaded 4- 
' enolotoabandonthe Alpes of Romagna, and come into the hilles of Toſcana, where 
he might make warre withleſle perill,and more profit. But Ag#olocould ny ga" 

the 
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thecowardice and balemind &fthar man , and therfore gaue him-priſonerto his ſer- 
uants, who in contempt, and dilgaine allowed him no more foode, but painted 
cards,ſa\ing, by that means they wottld make him ot a Gue{foro becomea Ghibellino, 
But within afewedaies, P!mopined todeath. Inthis meanetime the Earle 0ddotogi- 
ther with Nichols Piccininowagentred into the vale of Lamona, toreducethe Lord of 
Faenzatothe friend(hipofthe Florentines,or at the leaſtro empeach Agnola dell Pey- 
gola inthe ſpoile of X Ye by reaſonthat vale is ſtrong,and the country people 
warlike, it chaunc&dthit Oddo was flaine,and Nichols Piccminoledde prifoncr to Fa- 
enza, But forrune would , that the Florentines vbreined that by this loſſe, which if 
they had woonthe viQtorie ſhould percaſe neuer haue bene compaſſed, For Nichols 
being priſoner, wrought ſo with the Lord of Faenzs & his mother, that they by his 
mn became fnendes tothe Florentinesr, By this league Nihols Piccinino was 
elinered, but folowed not that councel hegaueto others. For whiles he c6moned 
with the cities that enterteined him, either for that the conditions he had made ſee- 
med ouer meane,or that he hoped of berter elſewhere, ſddeinly without leaueta- 
king,departed from Arezzo where hee lodged, and went into Lombardy, and there 
ke paic of the Duke. The Florentines by this accident became fearefull: and being 


revolted from diſmayd withtheir charges loſt,thought they could not alone maintainethe warre, 
the league. andtherforeſent Embaſſadoursto the Yeretians, deſiring them whilethe enterpriſe 


C armignudia 
generall for 
the league. 


was calie,toioyne againſt one, who being ſuffered togrow, might become as dan- 

erousrothem as to the Florentines. To the fame enterpriſe alſo Franceſco Carmignuo- 

did perſwade them , who was inthoſe dayes accounted a man of warre moſt ex- 
cellent,and had bene ſometimesaſouldier vnderthe Duke,yer atthattime,rebeiled 
againſt him. TheYeretins ſtood doubttull, not knowing how muchthey might 
truſt Carmignsola, fearing that the enmitieberwixt the Duke & him was but fained. 
T hey thus ſtanding doubrtull, it happened that the Duke procured one of theſer- 
uants of Carmignuola tro poyſon his maiſter: which poyſon not being ſtrong inough, 
killed him not, but brought himro extremitie. This being knownetothe Venetian, 
cleared all ſuſpition : ms the Florentines following their requeſt, the league was 
madeberywixtthem, either partie binding himſelfe tomake warre at their common 
charge: and thar whatſoeuer ere gotten in Lombardy ſhoiild berhe Yenetians, and 
whatſocuer were poſleſled in —_ ſhould bethe Florextines,and Carmignuolato 
continue General of the league. Then was the war by mean ofthis jeaguebrought 
into Lombardy, and by Carmignuola gonerned with (o great vertue, thatin fewe mo- 
neths he had taken many townes fromthe Duke: rogither withthe Citic of Breſcia, 
the winning whereof (in thoſe dayes, and in thoſe warres) was accounted maruel- 
lous. This warre was continued fiue yeares and the Citizens become wearie of the 
Impoſitions alreadie paſt, agreed torenev them, and prouided the ſame might be 
impoſed according tothe value of euerie mans wealth. Inthis Impolition, it fell 
out, that many mightie Cittizens were ſorecharged. And therefore, before the 
lawe paſſed, it became of them miſliked. Onely Giovanni di Metici openly did 
cammend it, by which commendation, the lawe paſſed. And becauſe inthe excuti- 
onthereof,cuery mans goods were charged (which the Florentines called AccaHare) 
the Impoſition was called Catsfto. This law partly bridled the tirannic of the migh- 
tier Cir1zens, being thereby reſtrained from oppreſſion of their inferiours,and their 
threatnings and counſels could not hold them filent,as beforethey might. That Im- 
poſitiontherfore was by the multitude willingly, but by the mighty citizens, verie 
vnwillingly, received, Notwithſtanding (as it euer 1 gs ) that menbeneuer 
ſatiſfied; but having therhing they wiſh for,deſirean other: ſothis peoplenotcon- 


rent with this equalitie of Impoſition by lawe , required that no ref] n__ be 
ad 
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hadrotimepaſt,butdeſired roexaminehow much the great men(according tothe 
Cazaſts) had paide too little , becauſe they would haue themtobe charged as them- 
ſelues had before bene; who paying morethenthey ought, were forced to (ell their 
poſſeſsions. This demaund,did moreterrihethegreatmen,thenthe Catfo,therfore 
they ceaſed nottofind fault; affirming it was moſt iniuſt, that the impolition ſhould 
extend totheir moucables, which many times were one day poſleſled, andthenext 
day loſt. And moreouer many men had money ſoſecretly kept,that the Cataſfo could 
not find it. Adding thereto , that for ſeruice ofthe ſtate, they omitted their private 
buſines, and thertoreought betheleſſecharged; For trauelling in their perions, it 
was no reaſonthatrthecitie ſhonld Ih gr their goods and their induſtry , and 
of other mentake onely their goods. The others (towhomthe Cataſtocontented) 
did anſwerethatifthe goods moueabledid varie, the Impoſitions mightalſo varie, 
and ſothat inconueniencewas remedied. And for goods concealed or hidden,therof 
it wasnotneedfull to make accompr , for of ſuch monies as are not occupied to pro- 
fit, noreaſon would they ſhould pay. And if they wonld imploy T1560 ſhould 
they therebydiſcouerthem. Morcouer,ifthey liked no longer to vſetheir induftrie 
forthe Common weale, they might at theirpleaſuresleaue thoſe paines, & that tra- 
uell. Forthe ſtate ſhould find other good Citizens willing to helpe and ſerue, both 
with theircounſell and ſubſtaunce. Alſo the gouernment carried Serewich ſomany 
commodities & honors, as the ſame might ſafficethem that gouerned, without de- 
reining their impoſitions.Butthegriefelay not where they alledged. For it greeued 
themthatthey could not make warre without their owne loſſe, being toconribure 
rothechargeas others did. As ifthis way had bene before found, the warre with 
King Ladiſ/ao ſhould not haue bene then, northis warre with the Duke now. Both 
which warres were madeto enrich the Citizens, and not forneceſsitic. Theſe hu- 
mors ſtirred, were appeaſed by Giexande Medici, declaring that it was not well done, 
to call againemarters paſſed, but rather toforelee future events. And if the Impoſiti- 
ons before time wereiniuſt,then oughtthey tothanke God for that warre,whereby 
they were madeiuſt, and that this order might ſerue to reunite, not to denide 
the citie: as it would,if paſſed Impoſitions were called in queſtion,to makethe pre- 
ſent ſeaſement : becauſe whoſocuer is content with a reaſonable victorie, doth beſt, 
ſeeing they that be enforced to pay for many pardons, do therby becomedeſperate. 
With theſe or like wordes, hee - Cotes the humours, and the comparing of the 
old Impoſitions, with the new. The warre withthe Duke yet continued, but ſhort- 
ly after a peace was madeat Ferrars, by mediation ofthe Popes Legate, The condi- 
tions wherof, were by the Duke at the beginning broken.Sothat they of the league 
rooke armes againe, and ioyning bartle with the Dukeat Maclonio, they ouerthrew 
him. Afﬀer which onerthrow, the Duke mooued new communication of peace, 
wheretothe Yenetians and Florentines conſented, Theſe becauſe they ſuſpected the 
Venetians, and thought they ſpent much to make others mightie, The other, 
forthat, ſince the ouerthrow , they perceiued Carmigauolato proceede ſlowly, and 
therfore fearedto repoſe any truſt in him. T he peacetherfore was concluded the 


Cataſts. 


Peace berwixe 


yeare 1428 wherebythe Florentinesreouered the townes loſt in Romagna,and Breſcta the Learie 
remained inthe hands ofthe Yenetians, Beſides theſe, the Duke gaue them Bergams & the Duke, 


with the country thereto belonging. Inthis warre the Florentines ſpent three milli- 
ons and fine thouſand duckats, But the /enetians gained land and force:and they po- 
uerticand diviſion, The peacethus madeabroad, the warre at home began. And 
the great Citizens not ending the Cataſfo, nor knowing by what meaneto be free 
from ir,deuiſed ro make the lawe to haue more enimies, thereby to haue compa- 


nionsto repreſſeit, Thenthey declared tothe officers of the Impoſition, that the 
lawe 
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lawe commaunded them alſoto ſeaze the Townes ſubieR, to ſee, if among them 
cemained any Florentines goods. Thereuponall ſubiects were commaunded within 
acertainetime to bring in bils of their goods, Then the inhabitants of F olterra (ent 
vnto the Senate tocomplayne of that marter, infomuch that the officers put xviii.of 
them in priſon. This made the 7 olterrani much offended, yer forthe reſpect they 
had to their priſoners, they rebelled not, At this time Gionannide Medi tell licke, 
and knowing his diſeaſe mortal, called vnto him his ſonnes Coſimo and Lorenzo, 
and fayd vntothem: Ithinkenow to haue lined ſolong, as at my birth Gud and na- 
ture had appoymeed. I dye content, becauſe leave yourich,healthic, and in eftate 
(if you follow my footeſteps) to liue in Florexce honorablie, and favoured of all 
men : For, there is nothing that maketh me dye ſocomented, as to remember; that 
I haueneuer offended any man, but rather ((o fare as I could) plealured all men, 
Sodo I perſwade you (if you willliue ſecurely) to take of the State no more then 
by the lawes, and by men is giuen you, which ſhallneuer bring with it, cither en- 
uie or perill, For that which is woon by violence, not that which is giuenfreely, 
doth make men hated. And you ſhall find many coucting an other mans, to loſe 
their owne, and before that loſle, live in continual! diſquict of mind, With theſe 
rules among ſo manic enemyes, and contrarietics of opinions, I haue not onely 
maynteyned, bur alſo encreaſed my reputation in this cittie, Enenſo, if you follow 
my courſe, you ſhall in like ſort maynteyneand augment your credit. But when you 
do otherwiſe, looke that your end (hall be no more ſortunatethentheirs, who haue 
ruyned themſelues, and vndone their houſes. Shortly after theſe words pronoun- 
ced,hetooke leaue of life, and was much lamented by the greateſt nuinber of Citi- 
zens, for ſo his excellent vertues deſerued.  T his Gionanz' was charitable, and accu- 
ſtomed to giue almesnot onely tothem that asked, but alſo many times vnasked, 
Hebeſtowed reliefe on the poore, where need required, He loued cuery man,pray- 
ſing the good, and pittying the euill. He never deſired offices, yet had hethem all, 
he wentnot at any timetothe Pallace vncalled, he loued peace,and (hunned warre, 
he relicued men inaduerſitie, and furthered them in proſperitic. He medled nor 
with publique extortion, but encreaſed the common profit. He was in office cune- - 
ous,of no great eloquence,but linguler wiſe, His complexion ſeemed melancholy, 
yet was he incouerſation pleaſant and merrie. Hediedrich intreaſure,but morerich 
of loue,and good report: which inheritance aſwell in goods of fortune as of mind, 
was by Coſimonot only preſerued, butalſo enlarged. V olterani being wearic of 
impriſonment, promiledto condiſcendtothat which was demaunded. They then | 
being deliuered, and returnedto 7 olterra, found thetime come for the eleCtion of 
new Priori. Among whom was choſen one iuſt man, a baſe fellow, yet of credit a- 
mong the multitude, and was in the number ofthoſerhat had ben priſoners in Flo- 
rence. He being moued withthe iniurie offred both in publique and priuate by the 
Florentines, was encouraged by one Giowanni a noble man (who allo fate inoffice 
with him) to ftirre the people with the authority ofthe Prioriand his ownecredit, 
to take the rowne from the Florentines, and make himſelfe Prince thereof, By 
whoſe perſwaſion this Giz#o (for ſo he was called) tooke armes, ranſacked the 
rowne, impriſoned the Caprayne ofthe Florentines, and made him ſelfe by conſent 
NES This new matter happened in 7 olterra, y diſ- 
pleaſed the Florentines. Yer hauing lately made peace withthe Duke, they imagi- 
ned a time was come torecouer it. And not omitting oportunitie, they ſodcinly 
ſent thither Rinaldo de gli Albizi, and Palla Strox5, as their Comiſſaries. Giz#o in 
the meane Hppoing the Florentines would aſſault him, prayed ayd of the $4- 
neſiand b Saneſi Fs wg Ti EA the Flo- 
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rentimes, And P 
refuſe yde bur alſo ſent his meſſenger priſoner to Florence. T hel 
to ayde Gino, 1s erpri to F 4 C COM 
miſfaries in the meane;ſpace, to come vnlooked for of the Yolterani, aflemblcd 
all their men of Armes, and in the neathcr Yalderss, and the Province of P:- 
ſa, leauyed many. fooremen, from whence they marched to Yolterra. Ney- 
ther did Giu#o for being abandoned of his neighbours, nor the aſſault of the 
Floyentines , abandon himſelfe : but truſting ro the ſtrength of the Scite, and 
the of the Towne, prepared for defence. T here vyas at that time 
in Y olterra,, one called A rco/ano, brother to Grouanni , who had perivvaded Gru- 
io to take the gouernment , a man among the Nobilitie of wy reputation. 
He, aſſembling his friends, declared how God by this accident had ſt!pplied the 
neceſxitie of their Cittie, For now if they were pleaſed to take armes, remoue 
Gin#to fromthe Senate, and reſtorethe Cittic tothe Florentines, they ſhould there- 
” become chiefe of their Cittie , and continue their auncient priviledges, 
heſe menconſenting totheenterpriſe, went tothe Pallace where this Lord Gu- 
Fo remayned : ſome of them alſo being left belowe, Arcolano with three athers 
went vp, and finding him withſome other Citizens, drew him a(tde, as though 
he had toſpeake with him in ſome carneſt matter, ſo enterteyning him from cham- 
ber tochamber,till he came tothe place wherethereſt ofthe companie remayned, 
Yet were they not (o ſiiddein, but that Grn#odrew his (word , and before himſelfe 


Guinigi Lord of Zacca, to recouer the fauoure of the F/o- Pagolo Gui- 
(which.inthe Dukes warres he feared to haue loſt) did nor onely 1'2/12"* © 


was flayne, hurt ewoofthem, Notwithſtanding, inthe end vnableto reliſt ſo ma- gi,n, naine, 


nie, was murthered, and caſt out of the Pallace, Thenallthereſt ofthe con{piracie 
with _Arcolans tooke Armes, and gauethe Towne tothe Commilſaries -- the 
Florentines, who were with Souldiers neere at hand. They, without other cay/i- 
rulation, entered the Towne, whereby the Yolteran; made their condition worſe 


then before. For among other things, they diſmembred the greater part of the Vvoterra re- - 
Countrey, and was reduced to / icariazo. T hus F olterra, as it were at one inſtant <94*!*4 dy 


loſt, and recouered, no occalionof ney warreremayned, had not the ambition of 
men benecaule thereof, There ſerued long timethe Florentines in their warres a- 
gainſtthe Duke of Milan,one called Nicholo Fortibraccio,lonne toone of the ſiſters of 
Braccio ds Perugia, He after the peace made, was by the Florentines dilcharged, and ar 
ſuchtimeas this chance happened at Y o!terra was lodged at Fucecchio, vw the 
Commiſſaries in that enterpriſe employed him and his Souldiers. It was ſuppoſed 
thatat ſuch time as Rinaldotrauclled with him in that warre, he perſwaded Nichols 
vnder ſome fayned quarrell to aſſault the Luccheſi, ſaying, that if he would goe 
inſt Lucca, he ſhould be made General! of the journey. Yelterrathus ſurprized, 
and Nicholoreturned hometo Facecehio, exher by perſwalion of Rinaldo, or of his 
owne will, in Nouember,the yeare 1429. with 300. horſe, and 300. fooremen,fur- 
prized Ruoti and Conipito, Caſtles belonging to the Zaccheſ#, and after came imtothe 
Countrey, and there made great ſpoyle. Thenewes of this enterpriſe publiſhed 
at Florence, many aſſembled in diuers places of the Cinie, ard the greater 
number wiſhed that Zucca might be aſſaulted. The great Citizens that fauoured 
the enterpriſe were thoſe of the faftion of c Medici, and with them ioyned Riral/o, — 
thercto perſwaded, either becauſe he thought the enterpriſe probable to the 
common-weale, or elſe for hisowne ambition, hoping to have the honor of the 
victorie. Thoſethatdiſfauoured the attewpt, were Nicholo deY 2ano, ard his follo- 


wers. And it ſeemeth athing incredible, that ſogreat contrarietic (F ould bein one 
Cirtie, touching the making of a warre. For thoſe Cirtizens, and that people, who 
aſter tenne yeeres of peace blamed the warre againſt the Duke Philippo, for de- 
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fence of their libertie : now after ſo great expences, and ſo much affliction of 
the Cittie, withall carneſtly delired ro make anew warre againſt Zagea, and to 
vlurpe the libertic of others. On the other lide, thoſe that deffired the firſt 
warre, found fault with this motion, fo greatly did the opinions of men alter 
with time; for the multitude ſcemeth more readie to rake from orhers, then 
keepe their owne. Alſo, men aremoremoued with hope of winning, then feare 
of loling : For this feare is not belecued, till it be neere at hand, but that hope, 
is h for, alrhough farre off. The people of Florence was full of hope, both 
by the victories they had obteyned, and by letters ſent vnto Fortebraccio trom 
the Rettori neere to Lucca, For the Deputies of Peſcza and of Yico did- write, 
that if they might haue leaue to recciue thoſe Caſtles, they would be deline- 
red to them, and by that meanes all the Coumrey of Zacca ſhould be gayned. 
Belides theſe good newes, the Lord of Zawas ſent his Embaſſador to Florence, 
ro complayne of the ſpoyles committed by V*þolo, detiring the Senate , nor 
to moue warre againſt their neighbours, and a Citie that had ener been friend 
to the Florentines, This Embatiador was called lacopo V iniani. He not long be- 
fore had been kept priſoner with Pagels for a conſpiracie againſt him : where- 
of although he were guiltie, yet vyas his lite ſaued. And P:go/o ſuppoling thar 
lacopo had likewiſe torgonen the injurie , put him intruſt. Bur Jacopo remem- 
mp rn the perill he had paſled, thenthe benefire he receined, being arrined 
in F 

enc 


ence, ſecretly encouraged theEuizens to proceed in the enterpriſe: which 
ement, ioyned to other hope , was the cauic that the Senate afſembled 

a Councell, wherein were foure hundred ninetie eight Citizens, before whome, 
by the priacipall men of the Cittie, the matter was debated. Among thechiefe 
that periwaded the iourncy (as is beforeſayd) was Rinalde, who alleadged the 
protite that might enſue of victorie. Hee allo declared the occaſion of the en- 
rerpriſe, and how the Zuccheſs were abandoned by the Fenetions and the Duke. 
And that the Pope ( being bulied in the affayres of the Kingdome\ conld not 
ſuccour them. T heretohe remembred how ealte it was ro winne the Cittie, be- 
ing in ſubieQion to one Litrizen, whereby it had !oft that narura!! frengrh and 
auntient care to defend the libertie. So that, eigher by meane of the le, 
who ſtudied to drine out the Tyrant, or the Tyrants feare ofthem , the ſnicceſſe 
was notto bedoubred, Hee likewile layd before them rhe inivries which that 
Lord had done to our Common-wewth , and his euill difpoſition towards the 
lame: And how _— athing it were itthe Pope or the Duke ſhould make 
warre, concluding, that no enterpriſe attempred by the people of Florence , was 
euer more calie or more iuſt. Againſt this perſwalion, Nicholo de 7 zano ſayde, 
that Florezce did never take in hand any thir:z more vniuſt, nor more perilons, 
nor whereof more daunger might followe . Furſt, they ſhould goe abont'to 
offend a Cirtie affeCtionatetothe Guelf, and fuch aone as had ever bene friend to 
the people of Florence, and had with perillto it ſelfe many times receiued rtheGuelf, 
wheathey durſt not abide intheir owne Countrey. And by the memorial! of our 
oceedings, it cannot be found, that Zaccs being free, did ener offend Florence : 
ur the offence at any time done, was committed by thoſe that vſurped, as hereto- 
fore by CaFruccis , and now by this man, which defaults cannor be impured to 
the Cittie , but the Tyrants. And therefore if the warre might be made vppon 
the Tyrant, and not the Cite, the diſpleaſure ſhonld be the leſſe. Bur be- 
cauſe that could not be, he might not conſent that a Cittie, beforetime a friend, 
ſhould be ſpoyled ofher ſubſtance. Yer ſth atthis day, men live asthough of right 
or 
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or wrong none account is to be made, hee would leaue to ſpeake therev?, 
and thinke onely vpon the profit of the Cittie. His opinion therefore was, 


that thoſe things might be called profitable, which would not lightlie procure - 


lofle. Wherefore he knewe not|how any man could call that enterprile prohi- 
table, where the loſſe was certaine, and the gayne doubrtull, The cencine lof- 
les were the charges it carried with it, which ſeemed (o great, as would terrifie 
any peaceable Cittie, much more ours, hauing bene by long warres wearied. 
The protit of the enterpriſe, was the poſſeſsion of Zxcca , which hee confe(- 
ſed to begreat; Yet were they to oonider the lers thereof : and they ſeemed to 
him (o great, as hee thought the ſucceſſe impoſsible. Neither could Lad belecue 
that the Yenetians and Philippo were therewith pleaſed : Becauſe the Yenetrars 
conſent, was onely to feeme thankefull, haning lately witty the Florentines 
woon a great Dominion. The other would be glad, that in a new warre wee 
ſhoulde ipende more treaſure : ſo as worne, and wearyed on cueric tide, wee 
might after be the more ealily annoyed, Alſo, there would net want meanes 
for him, cuen in the beſt hope of victorie, to ſuccour the Lauccheſs, eyther co- 
uertly with money , or with caſsing of bands , and ſending ſoldiers as. aduen- 
turers to ayde them. Hee therefore perſwaded that the enterpriſe might ſtay, 
and ſuffer them live with the Tyrant, whereby they ſhoulde haue thi more 
enemyes. For there was no way fo apt to ſubdue the Cittie, as to ſuffer it con- 
tinue vnder a Tyrant , and be by him aſſanited or weakened. This mater wite- 
ly handled, the Cittie would be brought in termes, that the Tyrant not able to 
hold it, nor knowing how to gouerne it ſelfe, ſhould of force fall in our bo- 
zome. Neuerthelcſle, ſeeing his words were not heard, hee would prognoſli- 
cate that they would make a warre, wherein much ſhould be ſpent, many ha- 
zards made, and in ſtead of furprizing Zucea, deliner it from the Tyrant, and 
procure that Cittie which betore was ſubject and weake, to become a towne 
tree, and full of diſplealure: yea with time, an obſtacle to the honour of rhe 
Florentine common-veale. This enterpriſe thus perſviaded, and diflywaded, 
they begun (as the caſtome is) ro practiſe with mer ſecretly for the winning 


of their good wills, ſo as onely 98. perſons did ſpeake againſt it, Then the 71. yare of 
relolutioa ſet downe, and the Tenne elected tor gouernment of the warre, Lucca zclol- 
they enterteyned ſouldiers both on horſebacke and toote. A ore Gianni , and *< 


Rinaldo de gli Alb1zi were appointed Generalls , and they agreed, that Nicholo 
Fortibr.ccio ſhould haue the gonernment of the Townes, if the enterpriſe rwoke 
ſucceſſe. The Generalls with the Armyes beeing arriued within the territoric of 
Lacca, dinided their forces. AFore went into the playne, towards Ca Mag- 
giore and Pictraſanta : And Rinaldo, towardes the Mountaynes, thinking, that 
the Countrey being ſpoyled, the Cittic would be cafily taken. The attempt 
of theſe men prooued vnfortunate, not becauſe they furprized no Townes, but 
for the diſhonor committed by one of them in the ſernice : For true it is, that 
A #ore Gianni gave great occalions of his owne diſhonour. Neere vnto Pretra- 
ſanta, there is a Vale called Seravezez4, rich, and full of inhabitants, who hea- 
ring the Generall was come, preſented them ſelues: deſiring him ro receive 
. them for faithfull ſeruants to the people of Florence. i_A tore ſeemed to accept 

the offer, and after cauſed his Souldiers to poſſeſſe all the paſſages, and ſtrong 
places of the Vale: then commaunding all the inhabitants to aſſemble in the 
principall Church, and there willed his men to take them priſoners, ſack them, 
and ſpoyle all the Countrey moſt cruelly : not ſparing the facred places, bur 


without reſpecte, abuſing alwell Virgins, as married women. The manner of Generall 
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theſe ings being knowne in Florence, oftended not onely the Magi- 
ſtrates, but the whole Cinie alſo, Some fewe of the Saravezeſi, who eſcaped 
the hands ofthe Generall, ranto Florence, telling in euery ſtreete, andtocuery man 
their miſcries, and were by many Citizens encouraged , cither. becauſe they deli- 
redro hauethe Generall puniſhed, thinking him indeed an euill man, or elſe for 
that they knewe him not to fanour their taction. So that the Saravezeſi were 
brought before the tenne, where one of them ſtepped foorth, and ſpake to this 
effect. Sure we are (my good Lords) that our words ſhould tind belicte, and 
compaſion, if your Lordihips did know in what ſort your Generall hath vſed our 
Countrey,and how wehauebene by him handled. Our Yale (as we hope your 
memorials do make mention) did alwayes loue the faction Guelfa, and hath 
bene many times a faithfull receptacle for your Citizens, when flying perſecu- 
tion of the Ghibilini, they came thither. Ouraunceſtors, and we yp. euer 
adored thename ofthis noble common weale, being the head and chicte of that 
ſee. So long as the Laccheſt were Guelfi, wewillingly obeyed their gonernment, 
bur ſince they ſubmitted themſeluesto a Tyrant, (who hath abandoned his old 
friends, and followed the Ghibilini) rather by compuliion, then voluntarily, we 
haue obeyed him. And God knoweth, how often we haue prayed for occalion, 
whereby to ſhewe our zeale rotheauncient faction. Bur alas how blind are men 
in theirdeſires ? that which we wiſhed for our helpe, is now become our harme. 
For ſo ſoone as we heard your Generall + 199% padrears vs, We \vent, not as 
enemyes ro encounter him , bur (as our aunceſtors were wont) to yeeld into 
his hand our Countrey and fortunes: hoping that in him, although there were 
not the mind of a Florentine, yer ſhould we hnd him a man. We beſeech your 
Lordſhips to pardon vs, for ourextremitie is ſomuch, as more maynot be indu- 
red, which is the cauſe we make bo!d ro ſpeake thus plainely. This your Gene- 
rall hath not of a man more then his preſence, nor of a Florentine any thing ſane 
the name : but may be called a mortall plague, a cruel! beaſt, and as horrible a 
monſter, as by any wrighter can bedeſcribed, For he having aſſembled vs in our 
Temple, vnder pretence totalke with vs, hath made vs his priſoners : poylingthe 
whole countrey , burning the houſes, robbing the inhabitants, ſacking their 

o0ds, beating and murthering the men, ſorcingthe Virgins, yea, pulling them 
rom the hands of their Mothers , made them the pleaſures of his ſoldiers, 
If for any iniury done tothe people of Florence or him, we had deſerved (ogreat 
a puniſhment, or if we had armed our (clues againſthim, and bene taken, then 
ſhould we haue had lefle cauſe ro complayne, yea, we would rather have ac- 
cuſed our ſelues, confeſxing, that eyther for iniurie or pride , we had (o merited 
to be handled, But being d hemed, and freely offering ourſelves , then to rob 
vs, and with ſo great ht and ignomie to (poyle vs, we thinke it ſtrange, 
and are inforced before your Lord(hips to lay downe our griefe, And albeit we 
might fill all Lombardy with offence, and with h of this Citie, publiſh our 
iniuries through all /taly, yet would we not, leſt thereby to blemi(h ſo honeſt, 
ſo honorable, and ſo compaſsionate a common weale, with the diſhoneſtie and 
crueltie of one wicked Citizen, whoſe auarice before our rine, was partly 
knowne vnto vs. And wee intended to ſtrayne ourſelues to ſatisfie his greedie 
mind, which hath neither meafurenor bottom. Bur ſith our gifts come too late, 
we thinke good to reſort to your Lordſhips, beſeeching the fame to relieve the 
misformune of your ſubieQs, ro the end, that other men may not be afraid to yeeld 
them clues to your devotion. Tf our infinite miſeries cannot mone you, yet let 
the feare of Gods ire perſwade you, who hath ſcene the Churches ſacked and 
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burnt, and our people betrayed in them. Theſe words pronounced, they pre- 
ſently fell downeproſtrate vypon the ground, weeping, and deliring their Logd- 
ſhips, that their goods and c might be reſtored , and that (though the 
womens honors could notbe recouered) yet the Wiues might be deliuered to 
their Husbands, and the Children to their Fathers, This heauie caſe being be- 
fore reported, and now by the liuely voyce of thoſe afflited men confirmed, 
did much moue the Magiſtrates : and without delay , they reuoked _1#ore, _ _ 
who after was cond , and admoniſhed. Then was there Inquilition made x; fandced. 
for the goods of the Serauezeſi, and ſo much as could be found, was reſtored, 
For the reſt, they were in time diners wayes ſatisfied. Rinaldo de gli Albizs, was 
likewiſe defamed, for hauing made the warre, not for the profit of the people 
of Florence, but his owne. Hee was alſo charged that ſo ſoone as hee became 
Generall , the delire of ſurprizing Zauccs was forgotten, becauſe hee ſought no 
further then to yore the countrey , fill his with cattle, and tirniſh 
his houſes with the goods of others. Moreouer, that his owne (hare of the 
bootie contented him not , but hee alſo bought the priuate ſpoyles of his ſoul- 
diers. Sothat ofa Generall, hee was becomea Merchaunt, Theſe ſlaunders come 
to his owne hearing , moued his honeſt and honorable mind more, then they 
ought to haue done. Inſomuch, as hee became therewith ſo amazed, that ta- 
king offence againſt the iſtrates and Citizens, without delay or leaue taken, 
hee returned to Florence, and preſenting himſelfe ro the Tenne, layd : He kneyy The ſpeech of 
well, how great difficultic and perill there was in __ looſe people, and a Nin his pars 
Cittie diuided. For the one is credulous of every rumor, the other, puniſketh no 
euill doings , rewardeth not the | wry , and blameth the indifferent ; ſo that no 
man commendeth him that is victorious : For as much, as his fellowes for en- 
uie, and his foes for hatred, will perſecute him. Notwithſtanding , himſelſe had 
neuer for feare of vndeſerned blame, omirted ro performe an action that promi- 
ſed a certaine good to his countrey, Buttrue it was, that the diſhoneſtic of the 
reſent ſlaunders had oppreſſed his patience, and made him chaunge nature. 
ereſore hee beſought the Magiſtrates , to be from thence-foorth more rea- 
die tq defend their Citizens, to the end, they might be likewiſe more readie 
to labour for their countrey, And although that in Florence no triumph was 
graunted , yet might ag at the leaſte defende them from ignominious re- 
he , and remember that they them ſelues were alſo Citizens of the fame 

towne, and that to them ſelues everie houre the like might happen : whereby 
they ſhoulde vnderſtand howe great griefe falſe (launders might breede in the 
mindes of men of integritie. The Tenne as time would ſerie, laboured to ap- 
peaſe him, and commited the care thereof to Neri di Gino, and to 1A lawns 
ne Salniati: who —_ yle the countrey of Zacea, with their Campe, ape 
proched the Towne. And becauſe the ſeaſon was colde, they ſtayed at Com 
pence Where it ſeemed to the Generall that time was loſt : and deſirous to 

ſiege the Towne, by reaſon of the euill weather , the Souldiers woulde not 
thereto conſent. Notwithſtanding , that the Tenne did ſollicite them to the 
ſiege, and would accept none excuſe at all, At that time, there was in Flo» 
rexce an ArchiteQtor , called Filippo Brunelleſco, of whoſe handie-worke our fero Bru- 
Cittie is full: In ſo much, that after death, hee deſerued to haue his Image of 
Marble, ereQted in the chiefe Church of Florence, with Letters , to teſtific 
hys greate vertue. This man declared, howe Zacca conſidering the cite 
of the Cittie, and the paſlage of the _ Serchio , mighte bee ——_—_ 
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And perſwaded them ((o farre as thetennegane commilsion) rhat rhis experimen 
ſhould be ried, ethers lowed noting diſorder to our ſurerie 
of the Luccheſi: for the Laccheſi adtraunced their land, and then inthenighrt brake 
the ſluice ofthatditch whereby the water was conducted : ſo that the ground r0- 
wards Zacca being mounted, the water could not enter, and the ditch-whereby 
the water ſhould paſſe being broken, cauſed theriuer toreven rowards the plaine, 
by meane whereof the Campe was fotcedtoremoue, and could not approch the 
rowne. This enterpriſe, by meanes aforeſaid preuented, the renne newly elected, * 
ſent Giowanni Guicciardini for their Generall. He, with all ſpeede polsible, belie- 
ged the Cittie, The Lord thereof, finding himſelfe etmironed with enemies,” 
and encouraged by _1nthonio del Roſſo (who there remained as Embaſlador for 
the Sancſ7) ſent vnto the Duke of Milan Salnue#ro Trenta, and Lodonico Bonwiſs. 
The Lucche They inthe behalfe of their Lord, deſired rhe Dukes aide, bur finding him cold, 
pray aide of > ; : 
the Duke of (ecrtly deſired him to graunt them ſouldiers , and in recompence thereof, they 
dlilan. promiſed to deliuer into his hands their Lord, with the poſſeſsion of their Cirtie : 
Afſuring him, that if hee did net accept 'this offer , their Lord would giuethe 
Towne to the Florentines, who with great promiſes , required to haue x ar his 
| hand. T hefeare which the Duke conceaued thereof, cauſed him to lay alide all 
pranceſe® reſpects : and gaue order , that the Earle Fraxceſes Sforzs, his chiefe Captaine, 
relicue Lucca, ſhould openlyaske him leaue to make a iourney to the Kingdome of XNapol.. 
Which being obteined, he with his forces, went vnto. Lucca, although that he 
knewe the practiſe was miſtruſted, and that the Florentines had ſent to the Earle 
Boccatino A their friend, to prevent it. The Earle Fraxceſco being arriued 
at Lucca, the Florentmes retired their Campe to Librafatta, and the Earle preſently 
beſieged Peſcia, where Pagolo da Diacetto was Gouernor : who being rathercoun- 
ſelled by feare, then any other palsion, fled vnto Pii#oia. And if that towne had 
not bene by Giouanni Malanolti defended, it had bene preſently loſt. The Earle 
then after one aſſault retired thence, and ſnrprized borgo a Buggians, and burned S1;- 
liano, a Caſtell neere thereunto. The Florentznes (ecing theſe ruines, reſorted 
vnto thoſe helpes which oftentimes had before ſaned them : well knowing, that 
againſt mercinarie ſouldiers , when force preuaileth not, corruption may:: and 
therefore proffered vntotheEarle certaine money, tothe end he (hould not onely 
depart, bur alſo deliner the towne into their hands. The Earle ſuppoſing that 
more money could not be had ofthe LZaccheſi, was contented to take of thole thar 
could giue it, Wherefore he concluded with the Florentines , not to deliver them 
Lucca, { becauſe with his honeſtie hecould not ſodo) bur fo ſoone as he ſhould 
recciue fiftiethouſand duckets, he would abandon theenterprice. This bargaine 
being made, totheend the people of Lucca might excuſe him totheDuke; he prac- 
riſed with themtodriue our their Lord. Atthattime (as is before ſaid) Antonio Roſ- 
fo Embaſſador of Siena was at Lucca, He with the authoritie of the Earle, praftiſed 
= —_ with the Citizens the deſtruQtion of Pagols. The chiecfe of this conſpiracie were 
polcd. Piero Cennanni, and Giouanni ds Chinizano. The Earle was lodged without the 
rowne by the Riuer Scirchio, and with him Zanzilas the ſonne of Pagolo, The con- 
ſpirators being in number fortie, all armed, went vnto Pagolo, whoſeeingthem, de- 
maunded the cauſe of their — To whome Piero Cennanni anſwered, that 
they had bene gonerned by himrill their enemies beſieged them with ſword and 
famine, and thereforethey were now determined from that time forvrard,'to go- 
uernethemſelues. Therewiththey required the keyes of the Citie,ahdrhetreaſure. 
Pagola anſwered, that the treaſure was conſumed, but the keyes and himſelfe alſo 
wereattheir deuotion. Then he deſired the, that as his gouernmet was begun _ 
contin 
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contirmued _—_ ; ws arms 99-0 3 RAVEr it might be'ended. 
Pagoloand his fonne, wereby e Franceſco broughttothe Duke, and died in 

cifon. The coftheEarte, delivered Laces fromthetyrane, &the Blorenicines 
6 feare of his ſouldiers.So-as then, the one to defend, & the other rerur- 
nedtboffend, electing theEarl&dfYrbinoro betheir Generall: who againe tr 
HOI INES toreſort anew vntothe Duke;who(vn- 

erthelamecolourthat hee had ſent the did now imploy intheir aide Nichols 


Piccinino. He, being readie to enter into Lxcca, was encountred vppon the Riuer of 


Mi 


Serchie,and inthe paſſagerthereof, our menreceiued the ouenhrow, and the Gene The Horen- 
rall with a fewe ot our ſbuldiers ſaued themſelues at Pr/a. This misfortunegreeued tines ectcated 


the whole citie, yerbecauſethe enterpriſewasrakenin ————_—_— 
people.not knowing whom to blame, flaundered onely themthat were officets of 
thewarre, {ith they<ould noraccuſethoſethat were thedeuiſers therof. Thenthey 
reumedthe former fau)r laid vpon Rinaldo,but aboueal others,they charged Giowax- 


conlent,the 


 miGuicclardins, accuting him tornothauing ended the warre after the departure of 


the Earte Franceſco: ſaying that he had bene corrupted with mony,whereof he had 
ſent part wohisownhonſe, andthereſt he had carried with him & conſumed. Theſe 
rumours; andthefeaccuſations, proceeded ſofarre,thar the Captaineofthe people 


mouedwith pnblike'voices,and alſo by the contrary partie prouoked, ſent for him. 
Giow.umi full of offence; appeared :wherupon his kinsfolkes for rheir owne honour, 
labouredthemarter ſo carneſtly,thatthe Captain did nor proceed, The Laccheſiafter 


the vitorie, did not onelie recouer their owne townes, bur alſo ſurprized all others 
belonging to Pſa,except Bientia,Calcinaua, Linerno,$ Librafatta. And had not acon- 
ſpiracie benediſcouered in 7;/a, theciticirſelfe ſhould haue bene loft. The Floren- 
tmesrepairing their forces , made Michellettotheir Generall , who had bene trained 
vpby Sforza, Onrhe contrarie (ide, the Duketollowedthe vitorie(andtherather 
to-moleſt the Florextines) procured thatthe Genoneſi, Saneſi,and the Lord of Piombino, 
ioyned in leaguetorthedetence of Lucca, andrhat Nichols Piccinino ſhould beenter- 
teined for their General,which was the cauſethat the praQtiſe was laid open. Ther- 
uponthe Yenetiansand Florentinesr enewed their league, andthewarrebegan to be 

made both in Lombardyand Toſcana. In cither of which Countries, with di- 
uerſe diuverſeconflidts followed. So that cither a ri ar wr C6- 


Peace be- 


cluded,inthe yeare 1 3 4 3.whereby the Florentines, Luccheſi,and Saneſe,vho had ſur- rweene the | 
zedthe Caſtles one of the others inthe warre, left them all, and eucrieman repol(- (cg wr» 


fed his owne. During the time that this warre continued, theeuill diſpoſition 
of faQtions men withinthe citie, beganneto worke, and Coſimo de Medici, after the 
death of Giewamihis father, gouerned all things concerning the Common wealth, 
with morecare ofthe publikeproht , and more liberalitie towards his friends, then 
was by his father vſed. In ſo much,as thoſethat reioyced atthedeath of Gionanni,ſee- 
ing theverrue of Coſans, became ſorie. This Coſmo was aman of excellent wiſdom, 
ofpecfunce graneand grations, greatly liberall,curteous,and ſuch a oneas neuer at- 
rempted any thing either againſt any faQtion or the ſtare, bur ſought by all meanesro 
leafure euerie man,and with his liberalitieto gainethe good wil of many Citizens. 
that his good deſerts defacedthoſethat gouerned, & brought himſelf robeleeue; 
thar he might by that meanes liue at Florexce,in ſufficient ſtrength and ſecuritie. And 
iftheambition of his adunerſaries ſhould moue any extraordinarie occaſion to the 
eontrarie, hee hoped both by armes and fanoure of friendesro opprefſethem. The 
eſtinſtramentsro worke his greatneſſe, were Auzrardode Medici, & Puccio Puces. 
Ofthem Auerardo with courage, and Pucciowith wiſedome, procured him great re- 


puration. For the counſell and wiſedome of Puccio, was ſo well knowne to cuerie 
man, 
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man, that the faQtion of Coſawe was called not by his ownename;, bit by thename 
of Puccio. The citie notwithſtanding thus divided, the enterprite of Zuccaprocece 
ded, whereby the humours of the tactions, were rather encrealed then extingjai 
thed. And although the fattion of Coſeno chiefly counteliedthe warre, yet many of 
the conrarie part were appointed othicers thereinjas mEmoſt reputed in the ſtare: 
which CA werards and not being ableto remedie, ſought byall induſtrie and 
practiſetoſlaunderthem : and it any lotſe happened (as wany did) they imputedthe 
lamenot to fortune or torce of the enemie , but vant of wiſedome inthe ofticers. 
This was the cauſe thatthe offences of A4#or Grarmi were eſteemed lo great. This 
made Kinalde dellj A ibizs offended,and without lycence todepart from his charge. 
T his was the occaſionthat the deliueric of Giovanni Gniccrardint was required atthe 
hand of the Capraine of the people. And heereof proceeded all blames thathad 
bene imputed tothe Magiſtrates and miniſters of the warre. For the true (launders 
 wereencreaſed,and the vntrue wereinuented: and both the true,and not truewere 
of the people that loued them,not beleeued. Theſe matters and manner of procee- 
ding extraordinarie,was well knowneto Nichols d: Y zano, and others of his taCtion, 
who had many times thought vponremedie, but found no meanes how todeale 
therein: Becauſcit ſeemed rothem, that the ſuffering thereof was dangerous, and 
forcibly to helpe it, was not ealie. NicholodsV 24no,was the firftuntowhomthis ex- 
traordinary way diſpleaſed. Thus thewarres cominuing without thecitic, and 
theſe diſorders within : V:chelo Berbatort, deſirous tobring Nicholodi F zanorocon- 
ſent tothe oppreſsion of Coſime, went vnto his houſe, where he found him ſadlyſer 
in his Cloſer, andthere with the beſt reaſons he could, perſwaded himtotoyne with 
Rinaldo to drive Coſmo out of the Citie . Vito whome Ncholo ds zano anſwered, as 
folſoweth. I thinke it were better forthy houſe and our Commonweale,that all the 
reſt, whoſe opinis chou herein tolloweſt, had their beards (as men faic)rather of (il- 
uer,then gold,as thou haſt. For then, their counſels proceeding from heads graie, 
roided inexperiece, would be moreaduiſed, & more prohtable. It ſeemeth rome, 
that thoſe which delireto baniſh Coſimotr6 Florence,had necde hrſt of all tro meafure 
their forces, with his. This our ſide, you haue called by thename of Nobilitic :and 
the contrarie part, you hauerermed the plebeial partie. If the truth anſwered totheſe 
names, in euerieaccident, the victorie would proue doubttull, and we haue more 
cauſeto feate thentohope,, moned withthe example of the auncient Nobilitie of 
this citie, which hath bea by this plebeiall fort heretofore oppreſſed. But the greateſt 
cauſe of our feare is, that our lide is diſmembred, & our aduerfaries continue whole 
and entyre. Firſt you muſt conlider, that Neri d: Gino and Nerone de Nrgi (two of our 
principal! Citizens)be not,as you know, moretriendsto vs,thentothem. There be 
alſo many families, among themſclues diuided. Fordiuerſe through ennie of their 
- brethr& or their kinſmen,dodisfauor vs, &fanorthe, I wilreſite vnto you thenames 
of ſome few,thereſt you may the moreealily remember with your ſelf. Ofthe houſe 
of Gaicriardini,and amG6g the ſonnes of Luigi, Piers is enemy to Groumm!, & faroureth 
our aduerſaries. 7 omazo & Nichols Soderini, for the hatethey haue to Franceſcotheir 
vncle, are openly proteſted our enimies. Sothat, if wecon(ider well what they are, 
& what we our {clues be, Iknow not for what reaſ6 we (huld cal our or their partie 
morenoble. And if it be,that we cal their part plebeial,bicauſe they are by the multi- 
rude moſt followed, their ſtaretherin is the better, & ours the worſe. For whe#ſoeuer 
we (hal cometo arms, wecinotreſiſt the. Alſo if we tid on our dignities,they have 
bin giuEtowvs by the ſtate, & by venuetherof, we hauec6tinuedthEtheſe 55, veres, 
Yertwheſoeuer we ſhal cometo ,our weaknes wil appear, & we ſhal loſe our 
- authority. If you haply ay, tharthe iuſt occaſi6 which mouerh vstothis enterpriſe, 
| ſhall 
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ſhall encreaſe our credit, and diminiſhtheirs? T hereto I anſwere, that it behooucth 
this iuſtquarrel of ours to be knowne, & beleeued of others,as wel as of our (clues: 
which falleth outcleanecontrarie, forthe occation alledged, is altogither builded 
vpontheſuſpition we haue, that he goeth about to make himlſelfe Prince ofthis cit- 
ne. This is the miſtruſt we haue,w hich others hauenor,butthey rather accuſe vs of 
that, we accuſe him, The matters which make Coſimo ſuſpected, arethat he imploy+ 
eth his mony to (eruecuerie occaſion, not onely to priuate vies, but alſotothe pub- 
like affaires : andthat as wellto the Florentines, asthe Captaines and Leaders. The 
cauſe why he doth fauourethis , and that Citizen, having need of authoritie, is for 
that his credit with the multitude, hath aduaunced this and that friend, togreat ho- 
nours. Therefore it bchouerh you toalledge the reaſons why hee ſhould be expul- 
ſed. Becauſe he is charitable, friendly, liberall,and loued of all men ? And now teime 
I pray you, what lawe inhibiteth, blameth, orcondemneth men tor their charitie, 
their liberalitic, and their loue ? And albeit theſe be meanes for him to aſpire, 
yet arethey not ſo taken, neither are wee of credite inoughto make them foto bee 
thought. For our proceedings haue wrought our diſcredit, and our cittie(naturally 
diſpoſed trodiuiſion, and living alwaies in corruption) cannot give care toſuch ac- 
cuſations. But admit you could expulſe him,which(hauing a Senate forthe purpoſe 
may eaſily cometo paſle) : yet how canyedeuiſe,that he _— the citieſo many 
friends ſtudying for his reurne, ſhould notberenoked ? This I think impotsible,be- 
cauſe his friends being many,and he(hauing loue vniuerſal) you cannot afture him, 
The more of his chiee friends you labourto baniſh, the more enemies you winne 
to your ſelues. So that within ſhort ſpace he ſhall bererurned, and you have gained 
thus much,thata good man he was baniſhed, and returned aneuil man: becauſe his 
nature (hall be corrupted by thoſe, that will labour his renocation. To whom being 
madebeholding, he may not oppoſe himlelfe, and if you would put himrto death, 
by order of Magiſtrates, you could never procureit : becauſe his riches, and our cor- 


ruptible nature,would aſſuredly ſane him. Yet admit he weredead,or baniſhed ne- 


ver toreturne ? I ſee not what 1s gotten to our Common weale : for though it be 


thereby delivered of Coſmo, it becommeth ſubieQtro Rinaldo,and I am one otthole, 


who wiſh,thatnoCitizen ſhould furpallean other in power and authoritie. Bur if 
any of theſe two ſhould preuaile, I know notfor what cauſe I oughtto loue Rinaldo 
morethen Coſimo. Neither will I ſay more, then I pray God todetend,thatany Ciri- 
zen ſhould aſpiretobe Prince of this citie. Andthough our ſinnes haue merited ſuch 
a plague, yet God forbid we ſhould obey him. Do nottherefore perſwade an enter- 
priſe, which in cueriereſpect is dangerons,nor thinkethat you (accompanied with 
afewe) can withſtand thewill of many, For all theſe Citizens partly through igno- 
rance,and partly of their lewdnefle, be prepared ro makefale ofthe Common vweale: 
and fortune is ſo friendly vnto them , as they haue alreadic founde achapman. Be 
thereforepleaſed ro follow my connſell : liue modeſtly, and fo ſhall you tind cauſe, 
as well to ſuſpect ſome of our |ide for enemies tothe libertie,as thoſe ofthecontra- 
rie: and whenany troubles happen being neutrall, you ſhall betobothacceprable, 
So ſhall you helpe yourſelfe, and not hinder yourcountry. Theſe words did fome- 


what appeaſethe minde of Barbadoro: and the citie continued quiet , during the war 


of Lucca. Butthe peace made, and Nicholo ds Y zano dead, the cittieremained both 
without warreand order. By meane whereof,cuill humours grew,and Rinaldothin- 
king himſelfeto be onely Prince,ceaſed not toentreate,and perſwadeallthoſe Citi- 
zens(whom hethought likely tobe Genfalonierr) to armerhemſelues forthe defence 
of their country,againſtthat man, whothrough the lewdneſſe of a few ,% the igno- 
rance of many, ſhould ofneceſsitiebring the ſametoſeruitude; This courſe hotden 

by 


. 


{ 


EY = ; 
& res + gs.” 


_— On « 
-_ 8. 


CP 
to A 


90”, of a wa 
- 7 ww 
St _— 


: Bis — 


X FS > s $#436” Pan. a.” 4 : 
þ 4 mt -- ey wt. Jad << 
——_ FY l = Wy = #1 S __ 
* —_ Hy ” * 4 * yo w_—l iS 6. «4 LR 4 


4 


I 


&- # ; - "WY up O14 —_ 


_— 
. pw —-" 

Tall tow nm Ae # 

At » + w% 


— , L 


q 
{'* 
F8.T 
- 
fr 
ST: 
BE 
_ 4 


Io6 THE HISTORIE 


by Rinaldo,and the contrarie Jaboured by the aduerſe part, filled the citie with ſuſpt- 
tion : and atthe cleCtion ot euerie Magiſtrate, the one againſtthe other parnie, pub- 
likely murmured, & atthe clection otthe Sexators,all the citic was inopen vproare. 
Euecrie matter brought before the Magiſtrates (how litle ſoeuer it were) occalioned 
a mutinie. All ſecret matters were laide open ; good and euill, were tauoured & dil- * 
fauoured : good men,and cuill men,cqually moleſted; andno Magiſtrate conid ex- 
ecute his ottice. Floremceremaining incbis confuſion, and &mal4olabouring to op- 
preſſethe greatneſſe of Coſmo : knowing that BarnardoCnidoger,was hikely tobe cle- 
cted Gonfalomiere, paide his debrs, totheend,thatfuch mony as he owed tothe ſtate, 
ſhould not be ameane,to keepe him trom that dignitie. T he Sezators being choten, + 
(and fortune fauouring our dilcords: )it cametopaſle,that 5zrnardo was choſen Gon- 
falomere, to (itinthar ottice, during therwo moneths of September and October, 
Him preſently &imaldo vitited , androld him how greatly the Nobilitiercioyced tor 
his being afpired tothat honour,which for his vertue he deſerned : and thertore re- 
quired hum, ſo to behaue himſelte inthe office; that theirreioycing thou!d not bein 
vaine. Then helai{betore him, the perils which proceeded of taction, & that there 
was no other remedieto vnitethe citie, but the oppreſsion of Coſims :becaule hee, 
with theloue which his exceeding riches had gained him, held others downe, and 
aſpired ro make himſelfe Prince. It werethertore conuenient, for remedicof ſogreat 
- amiſchiefe, that thepeople ſhould be aſſembled inthe Market place : And by venue 
of the Gonfaloniere the citicreſtored to libertie. He morevuer declared, how Salueſtro 
de Medici , could without inftice bridlethe greatnefle of the Gue/f, vnto whome by 
the bloud of their aunceſtors loſt in that quarrell,the gouernmentto them appertei- 
ned. Andift he iniuftly conlddothat againſt ſo many, then might Barnardo with u- 
ſticedothe lame, againſt one alone. Then he perſwaded himnotto feare any man, 
becaule his triends would be readiearmedtoalsiſt him. Ot the multitude which (0 
reatly honoured Coſamo, none account wasto be made, for Coſmo ſhov'id have by 
their favours none other good, then had Georgzo Scalr, Neither (1c nid hefearehis ri- 
ches,for they being cometothe hands of the Senators, |[hovuld be theirs, And in con- 
cluſion ſaid,thatthisaQtion ſhould make the ſtate vnited, and him tamoiis, Totheſe 
perſwalions, Barrardo briefly anſwered; how hethought neceilary todo according 
rothat counſel, And bicauſe thetime wasto be imploied rather in actio,then words, 
he AnyRg ogra prepare forces, tobe readie, ſo ſvoneas his companions could be 
periwaded tothe enterpriſe. Barnardo being __ inottice, and hating woon his 
companions, & counſelled with &zzaldo,ſent tor Coſime :who,albeit he were other- 
wiſe aduiſed,did appeare,truſting rather to his owne innocence, thenthemercie of - 
the Senators. So ſoone a5 Coſimo was entered the Pallace , Rinalvo with many others 
armed,cametothe Market place, and there met withthereſt of that faction. -Then 
the Senators cauſed the peopletobe called, and madea Balia ofrwo hundreth men, 
roreformethe ſtate of the citie: which Ralia,with ſnch ſpeed as polsibly they.con!d, 
bed conſulted the reformation, andalſo of the life and death of Co/me. Many per- 
Medicicites {waded he ſhould be baniſhed, others would hauc him put rodeath, and many alſo 
& commited. ſaid ncthing,cither for the compaſsion they tooke of the man,or for the fear of them 
ſelues. This dinerſitie of opinions,did procure thatnothing was c6chided. Ina To- 
wer of the Pallace called Albergettino, Coſmo was kept priſoner vnder the guard of 
Federigo Malanolti. From which place,Coſmo hearing themralke,and perceining the 
noyſeof armed men inthe Market place,togither with the often ringing of the Bell 
tothe Balia, he ſtood ingrear ſuſpitionofhis life: and feared alſo, leaſt his particnler 
enemies would extraordinaly murther him. For theſereſpetts,during the {pace of 


foure dayes, he would cate nothing, but onelitle pecce of bread : which Feverigs 
perceiuing, 
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pap es vntohim, Coſano,l ſcethou feareſttobe poyſoned, andtherefore 
would firſt famiſhthy ſelfe, But thou doeſt me great diſhonor,tothinke that I wold 
put my hand toſo wicked adeede. I ſurely beleene, tharthou art not todie tor this 
marter, having ſogood friends both within & without the Pallace.But if x bement, 
thatrhy lite ſhall betaken from thee, be lure, they ſhould finde other miniſters then 
me,toperformethar deed. For I will not imbrew my hands inthe bloud of any man, 
and chiefly in thine, who neuer oftended me, Betherefore of good cheare, cate th 

meate, and preſeruethy litetothe comfort of thy friends and country, and becauſe 
thou ſhalt miſtruſt theleſſe, I my (elſe will cate part of thoſe meates which beſer be- 
forethee. Theſe words comforted Coſrmoexceedingly, and with teares in his eyes, 
he embraced and kiſſed Federigo, thanking him moſt heartily for his friendly and pi- 
rious dealing : offering tobe thankfull whenſoeuer occalion ſhould bepreſented, 
Thus Coſmo ſomewhat comforted, and his cauſe diſputed among the Citizens : It 
ha that Federigs brought with him to ſupper a triend of the Gonfalomeries,cal- 
led Farganacrio,a man verie wittie, and pleaſantly diſpoſed. The ſupper being almoſt 
ended, Coſmo hoping to helpe himſelfe by this mans preſence (for he was with him 
well acquainted) made (ignesto Federigorto goalide : who knowing the occaſion, 
fained rogo for ſomething that wanted, And leauingthem alone,Coſmmoatter afewe 
friendly words ſpoken to Farg.naccio,gauc hima token,and ſent himtothe Hoſpital 
of Santa Maria Neoun,for athoufand and one hundreth crownes : wherof one hun« 
drethto be keptto his owne vſe,the other tobeliuered tothe Gonfaloniere. Farganacs 
cioperformed his Commilsion , themony was paide : and by vertuethereof, Barwar- 
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became more fauourable. Soas,thenit was ordered, that Coſimo ſhould beonely Colmo di 


confined to Padoa,contrary tothe expeCQtation of Rinaldo,that deſired his life. _Aue- 

rardo $& raany others of the houſe of Mecici were alſo baniſhed ; and with them Pac- 

<8, and Giowanni Pucci. Alſo to terrific others that were offended with the exile of Co+ 
ſimo,they gaue Commikion of Balta,tothe Eight of the Guard, andthe Captaine of 
the people. After which order taken, Coſims vpon thethird of Oftober, inthe yeare 

1433. came before the Senators, who pronounced his baniſhment, and aded 

himto obey theſame: Or if he would refuſe, more {eueritie would be vſed, both vn- 

to his perſon and goods. Coſrmewith cheartiill countenance receiued his confine- 

ment, proteſting that whither ſo cuer the Sexate (ould pleaſe ro ſend him, heewas 

- moſtwilling to obey, Humbly deliring,that as they had preſerued his life, ſoit _ 

pleaſe them to defend him : for he was ginento vnderſtand of many , that warc 

inthe Market placeto haue his bloud. He faid moreouer,that himſelfe and his ſub- 
ſtance ſhould be euer at the commandement of the citie,the people,andtheir Lord- 
ſhips. TheGonfalonieredid comfort him , and kept him inthe Pallacetill night was 
come: Therehe ſupped, & after braitght him to his houſe: which done,canſed him 
robeaccompanied with many armed men, & by them was c6duCted tothe cofines, 
Whereſocuer Coſmo paſſed, he was honourably receiued,and by the/ enetians pub 
likely viſited, notas baniſhed, bur as a man ingreatauthoritic. Flarencerhns depri- 
ued of ſo worthiea Citizen,ſo vniuerſally loued,eueric man was diſmaid,andas wel 
they that had the viQtoric;as thoſethat were vitored, did feare. Rinaldo miftruſting 
future miſaduenture, toſeruc his owne tarne and his friends , aſſembled many Citi- 
zens,and faid rothem, that he now faw their rnine at hand, becauſe they wetewith 
fairewords, teares, & the enemies mony vanquiſhed: forgetting that ſhortly them- 
ſelues ſhould be forced to entreateand weepe,, when thar ſures (hallnot beheard, 
and of their teares no man would rake compaſtion. Alſorouching the monies recei- 
ned,th-ſame mnft berepaid, with tormenrs,death, & _— ſtead of vſuric. More- 
ouer, that it had bin better for themſelues to be dead;then ſuffer Co/-roto paſſe = th 
c 
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life; and leane his friends in Florence. Becauſe great perionages hyuld cithernot be 
rouched,or being,muſt be made ſure trom taking reuenge. No other remedicthere- 
fore remained, but to fortihe themſclues within the cite : tothe end, that the ene- 
miestaking knowledgethereot (as ealily they will) we may reiiſt them with armes, 
firh by order and lawe we could not auoydrhem. Theremedic of allthis was (that 


which long before had beneremembred);torecouer the gem men,reſtoring & gi- 
uingrothem all the honors of thecitie, making our elues ſtrong with that faction : 
becauſerheaduerſaries were ſtrengthned by the multitude. By this means their par- 
tie ſhould be knowne of how great force, vertue, courage, and credit it ere. Al- 
ledging allo, that if this laſtandtrueſt retuge were not piitin proote, he fawenutby 
whartother meane,the ſtare might beamong lo many enemies preſerued, And there- 
fore he beheld at hand, adeſtructionof them andtheir Citie. 1 oanhyerthis ſpeech, 
Mariotto Baldouineti one ofthe company oppoled himlelfe, and aid ; that the pride 
and inſu ablenature ot the Nobilitie was ſuch,that it wereno wiiedometo ſub- 
mitthemſelues to atyrannie certain,toeſchue the doubriuſl perils of the mulatude, 
Rinaldo ſecing his counſell not heard , lamented the misfortune of himielfe and his 
friends, imputing euerie thing ratrhertothe heauens that ſo would have it, then to 
the ignoranceand blindnefle of men, The matter thus depending, withoutany ne- 
ceſſarie prouilion made, a letter was found , writnen by 4gn9lo Acciainoli to Coſims, 
wherein he aduertiſed the diſpolition of thecitie towards him, and wiſhed him to 
moue ſome warre, making Nero: Gino his friend, For hee thoughtthe Cittic had 
muchneed of mony,and no way knownethat would ſuppliethat want. By occaſi-| 
on wherof,the deſire of his return, would be greatly reuited inthe Citizens minds. 
Andif Neri ſhould fall from &ina/dothenthat tide would become fo weak,as could 
notdefendirſelfe. This letter cometuthe handes of the Magiſtrates , was the caule 
that Agnolo was taken, and (cnt toexile. By this example, ſome part ofthat humour 
which fauonred Coſamo,was cooled, The yeare of Coſmo his baniſhment expired, & 


| theendof Auguſt at hand, inthe yere 1 43 0, Nuholo dt Cocco was choſen Gonfaloniere 


fortherwo moneths next following,and with him eight Senators,all friends to Co- 
ſamo.Soas,that Senateterrified 8inal1o,& all his followers. Alſo becaulethe cuſtome 
was;that the Senators elected, ſhould threedayes betorethey enter their office, re- 
maineas priuate menat home : withiathattime, &x«/do conferred vyith the chicfe 
ofhis fation, and ſhewed themtheir certaine, and approching perill : the remedie 
whereof was, totakearmes, and by ſorceprocurethaj Ponato/ elluti (who was yer 
Goxnfaloniere) ſhould aſſemble the people inthe Market place, call a new Zalia, de- © 
prinethenew Senators of their ofhice,creating anew Senate fortheir purpoſe, & ex- 
chaunging the old Squnttini, put in new,withthenames of their friends, This de- 
viſe was by many thought ſecureand neceſſarie. Of others,it was holden oner vio- 
lent;and dangerous. Among thoſethat diſallowed thereof, was Palla Strozz/, who 
being aman indeedquietly diſpoſed, gentle,cuntcous, & inclined rather tolearning, 
thenaprtoencountera faQtion,or oppoſe himſelfetociuill diſorder : faid,that enter- 
wr 167 8 inthemeithercraft or courage, do ſeeme at thebeginning caſie, bur 
afterwards hard intheir proceeding , andinthe end daungerous. Hee 
alſo beleen the feareof new warres abroad, begun by the Dukein Romagna, 
nearetoour confines, ſhould be a meane,that the Senators would be more mindfull 
of them.then of theſe diſcords at home. Bur if it wereſeene,thatthey would change 
the gonernment, theſamecould not be with ſuch ſpeed, bur armes might beraken, 
and allthings done neceſſarie fordefenceofthepublike ſtare. And this being perfor. 
med vpon neceſcitie, andnot ſooner, ſhould be the leſſe maruelled at of the people, 


andwith leſſereproachtothemlclucs. For thelercaſons it was concluded, that the 
new 
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new Sexators ſhould be ſuffered to enter, and heede betakentothcir proceedings 
rothe end that if any thing were attempted contrarietothe fattion, that then cue- 
ric man thould rake Armes and reſort to S. Pulinare, (a place neareto the Pallace) 
from whence they might gotopertormewharſoeuer ſhould bethought neceſlary, 
T his concluſion made, cueric manreturned home, The new Sen.tors entered their 
offices, and the Gonfalomere (to giue himſelferepuration, and terrific the contrarie 
partie)condemned to priſon DoxateYellutz, his EN rr hauing imploicd the 
publiketreaſure. Afttertheſethings weredone, he ſounded the minds of his compa- 
nions,touching the returne of C#/zo: & finding them well diſpoſed,conſulted with 
all thole whom hethought to be chiefe heads ofthe faQtion of Meds. By them he 
was greatly incouraged: And thereupon commanded that &:nalde (as princ)pall man 
of thecontrary faction) ſhould be ſent for, Afterthiscommandement giuen, Rinaldo 
thought good nolonger to protract time , but came from his houſe followed with 
many armed men, & with him ioyned preſently Kidolpho Peruzzi,& Nichols Barba''s- 
7i.-Amongſtthem werealſodiuerſe other Citizens, and many ſouldiers, who at that 
time hapnedto bein Florence withour pay. All which company, according tothe or- 
der rak&E,reſorted toS, Pulinare, & there ſtaied, Palla Strozzt had alloalſembled much 
company ,but came not out :the like did alſo GiowanniGuicciardini, For which ſo do- 
ing, Kinaldo ſent toſollicitethem, & reprouethem of their delaie.Ciouannianiwered, 
that hee made warre inough tothe enemie , if by his tarrying at home, he could 
holde Piers his brother from going out, to reſcue the Pallace. Palla after manie 
meſlages ſent vnto him, came on horſe backeto S. Pulinare, withtwo onely foote 
men, and himſelfe, vnarmed. And Kinalde ſeeing him , went towards him, ard 
reproued him greatly of negligence, ſaying'that hee ſhewed himſelfe thereby a 
man either of [mall troth, or little courage, Both which reproachfull faultes, a 
man of that ſort, whereof he was holden, ought to eſchue, And if happily he belec- 
ned, for not performing his promiſe,that the enemie (hauing victorie) wonld par- 
doneither his lite or his exile, therein he was deceined. As or himſelfe, if any miſ- 
fortune happened, yet this content of minde ſhould remaine, that beforethe perill, 
hee wasnot diſmaid, andtheperill being come, hee wasnot afraid. Bur he (and 
ſuch others as he was) ſhould double Their ownediſcontentments, knowing they 
had three times betraied their Countrey, Firſt when they ſaued Coſimo, next when 
they refuſed his counſell, and laſt fornot comming in Armes, according toappoint- 
ment. Totheſe ſpeeches, Pallaanſwered not any thing that was heard of thoſe that 
were there, but murmuring, turned his horſe, and went home, The Senators 
hearing that Rinaldo and his followers were in Armes , and ſeeing themſelues a- 
bandoned , ſhut the Pallace gates, and as amazed, knew not what todoo. Bur 
Rinaldo delaying his going thither, attending for forces which came not, loſt the 
occaſion of viQtorie, and gaue courage to the Senators to make prouiſion , and 
to other Citizens to goe vnto them, and aduiſe them how matters might bee 
> ar Then ſome friendes to the Senators leaſt ſuſpeQed, vent vito X7nal- 
, and aide, that the Senate knew no cauſe of theſe motions, and that they had 
no intent to offend him, or if it were for Coſome, there was no meaning of his 
revocation. If therefore theſe were the occaſions of their ſuſpition, they might 
aſſure themſcl1es, come to their Pallace, be welcome, and haue their demaunds 
prong. Theſe words could not alter the reſolution of Rimaldo , bur ſaid that 
ce would make the Senators private men, and by that meanes bee aſſured : 
which done, reforme the Cirtie to the benefite of all men. But it ever com- 
meth to paſſe, that amongft thoſe whoſe authoxitie is equall, and their 0- 
pinions dinerſe, for the moſte pane , —_— is well reſolued . Ridolpho 
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Pernz%i moncd with the words of thoſe Citizens , faid , that for his cwne part, hee 

ſoughtnor turther,then thatCoſewo might no morercturn, which being granted, he 

thought the victorie ſutticient. Neitherdefired hein hope of more, to hill the Citic 

with bloud,and therefore he would obey the Senate. 1 hen went hetothe Pallace, 

wherehe was ioyfully recened. T husthe ftaic of Rinaldoat S, Pullinare, thefainnc 

heart of Palla, and the depanure of Ridolpho, had viterly ouerthrowne the enter- 

priſe : andthe mindes of thoſe Cirtizens that followed Rinaldo, beganne to faile 

of their wontedcourage, whereuntothe authoritie of the Pope was ioyned. For 

at thistime, Pope Exgenio being expulſed Rome, happenedrto bein Florence, where 

| he heard of theſe tumults, and thought it his office to be a meane to pacifiethe 

; PopcEunen® Cirtie. And therefore ſent Giowanni Vittelleſchi, Parriarke and friend to Rinalds, 
Paciicaroa todeſire, that hee would come vnto him, tor hee intended toimploy all his cre- 
ia Horence. dire and authoritie to the Senate, to make him contented and affured, without 
bloud or daunger tothe Cittie. Kinaldo perfiyaded by the meſſage of his friend, 

went to Santa Maria Nouella , where the Pope laie, and was followed with all 

thoſe whome hee had armed. To him the Pope declared, what credite the 

Senate had given him,which was, to determine allcontrouerfies,and order all mat- 

ters 2s ſhould by him bee thought good. Rinaldo hauing made proofe of the 

coldneſſe of Palla, and the inconſtancie of Ride!pho Peruzzs , and wanting a bet- 

ter ſhift, yeelded himſelte imo the Popes hands , hoping his authoritie ſhould 

haue continued. Therenppon the Pope cauled knowledge to be giuen to Ni- 

chalo Barbadori, and the reſt, whoatended without, that they ſhould laiedowne 

their Armes : becauſe K:xa/4o remained with him, fortheconcluding a peace with 

the Senatowrs, Which wordes reſolned euerie man, and they dilarmed them- 

ſclues, The Sexators ſeeing their aduerlaries difarmed , practiſed a peace by me- 

diation of the Pope, and in the meane time ſent ſecretly to Pr##oia, for certaine 

bandes of foote men , whome (accompanied with all their men at Armes) they 

ſuffered in the niglu to enter the Cittie : and poſleſsing the ſtrongeſt places, and 

calling the people to the Market place , created there a new 34/14, which at the 

Caſmo reuo- firſt aſſembly, determined the reuocation of Coſawo, with all others that were ba- 
ketand  niſhed, And of the contrary faQtion, they confined Rrnalde delli A lbizs, Ricol- 
thersconfs fo Peruz2i , Nicholo Barbaderi, Palla Stroz.zi, and many other Citizens, thet the 
—__ number of them was ſuch , as that fewe Townes of /ta'y (and many other p!2- 
ces alſo) but were fill ofthem. By this accident the Citie of Florence became de- 

prined, not onely of honeſt men, but alſoof riches and induſtry. The Pope ſeeing 

the ruineof thoſe men, who at his requeſt had ſaidedowne Armes,becamegreatly 
diſcotented, lamenting with &izalas forthe iniury to himdone vnder his credit, per- 

The words of {wading himto patience,and hope of better fortune. Towhome Rinaldoanfwered, 
Rinaldo at his the ſmall credit whichthey gaueme , who ought to haue belecued me, and the 0- 
uermuch credite which I haue giuento you , hath vrterly vndone me, and my 
Countrey. Bur I complaine more of my ſelfe then anic others, for beleeuing, 

that you being baniſhed your Countrey , could maintaine mee, inmine. Of For- 

runes dalliances I haue had experience inough, and ith 1itlerruſted roprofperi- 

tie, mineaduerſitic ſhall 'the leſſe offend mee, for I knowe well, that ( Fortune 

becing fo pleaſed) can againe fayuouremee. Bur if ſhee never (o do, I ſhalleuer 

care little, to line in that Cittie , where the lawes are of leffe authoritie, then 

men. Becauſe that Countrey is to be defired, where the wealth and friends 

of men may be with ſecuritic enioyed, and not thar, where mens goods may 

bee taken from them, and their friendes ( for feare to looſe theyr owne ) 

in greateſt neceſsitic forſake them , It was alſo euer leſſe greeuous to good 

and 
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and wiſe men, to heare the miſcries oftheir Countrey, then with their owne eyes to 
feethem. Anditis alſothought a thing moreglorious, to bereputed an honourable 
Rebel,then aſlauiſh Citizen. Afterthis ſpeech made,being muchtroubled inmind, 
herookeleaueofthe Pope, finding great fault with his Councels,and thecoldneſle 
of his friends, and ſo went towards his exile. Coſmo onthe other (ide, hauing rc- 
ceiued knowledge of his reſtitution, returned to Florence, and was there receiued, 
with no leſſe pompe, then is ved to other Citizens, who after vitoric, came home 
intryumph. Sogreatwas the Concourſe of people; ſo great thedemonſtration of 
their benenolence towards him, at this his returne from baniſhment, as the Citti- 
| m_ willingly faluted him by name of the peoples BenefaQor, and Father of the 
ountry, 
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== LL Countries in theiralterations, doo moſt commonly chaunge 
from order todiſorder, and ftrom'diſorder to order againe. For na- 
(LS ture having made all worldly thinges variable, ſo loone as they” 
=S!| haucatteined their vitermoſt perfection and height, doo of force 
| deſcend : and being come downe (o low, as lower they cannor, of 
A neceſsitiemuſt aſcend. Sothat from good they deſcendedto euill, 
and from euill aſcend to good, Warre begentethquier, quiet occa- 
ſioneth idleneſſe, Idlenefſe breedeth die, Diſorder maketh ruine: Likewiſe 
of ruine groweth order , of order vertue, and of vertue, gloriewith good fortune, 
It hath benethereforeby wiſe men obſcrued, that learning followeth Armes, and 
inall Cities and Countries, Captaines were before Philoſophers. For good and 
well gouerned Armes, hauing wonne viQrie, of that viQtorie followeth quiet, 
And ſurely the courage of warlike mindes cannot witha morehoneſt idleneſle,then 
the ſtudie of Lenters, be corrupted ; nor idlenefle by anie greater or more peril- 
lous craft enter Cities well gouerned : which Cato (at ſuch time as Diogenes and 
Carneades Philoſophers , were ſentEmbaſſadours from c_{thenstothe Senate) did 
well obſerue. For hee ſeeing with what admiration the youth beganneto follov 
them, and knowing the inconueniences which might of that honeſt idleneſſe en- 
ſue, prouided thatno Philoſopher, mightafter bereceiued into Roe. Enery coun- 
try therefore by theſemeanes doth come todecaie, Wherewith men being beaten 
and wearyof troubles, returne (as is beforeſaid)to i nigh if by extraordinarie _ 
{ 2 ney 
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they be not vrterly ruined. Theſe occaſions, by vertne of the auncicat 7 o/cars and 
Romanes did make 1:aly , (ometimes happic, and ſometimes milerable. Andalbe- 
it ſincethattime, nothing hath bene builded vppon the Komune ruines compara- 
bletothe olde, ( as might with great glorie haue bene vnder the gouernment of 
a vertuous Prince), Yet in ſome newe Cities ſo much vertue is growne vp (a- 
mong the Remane ſpoyles) that although no one hath attcined ſuch power as to 
commaund the reſt, yer became they {o well ordered and lincked togither , as 
they delinered and defended themſclues from the barbarous people, Otthisnum- 
ber was the Florentines gouernment , (although of lefle Empire) yet in authoritie 
and power not inferiour toanie, but rather by inhabiting the middeſt of 1taly, be- 
ing rich and readie to offend, either happily they anſwered the warres made againſt 
them, or elſe gaue the victorie to thoſe in whoſe tauoure they imployed their 
forces. By the venue of theſe principallities, although notimes of quiet, and long 
peace were, yet werethey not by rerrour of warre much perillous, For we cannot 
account that peace , where one ſtate oftentimes with Armes aflayleth the other, 
Neither can that be called warre, where men benot (laine , Citties not ſacked, nor 
rincipallities deſtroyed, For the warres of that time became ſo cold, as they were 
Land without feare, continucd without perill , and ended without loſſe. Inſo- 
much, as that vertue whichin other Countries was wont by long peace tobe ex- 
tinguiſhed , was in 7taly by their owne cowardice quenched, as will plainly ap- 
peare, by that we will hereafterdeclare from the 1 4 34. tillthe 9g 4, Whereby we 
may ſee, how arlengtha way was againe opened for the entrie of ſtraungers, and 
Italy becameto them ſubicct, albeit the actions of our Princes bothabroad 
and at home,are not (as thoſe of auncienttime were; to be read and maruelled at for 
their vertue and greatneſle : yet for ſome other quallities , tobe with no leſſe ad- 
miration conlidered, ſeeing ſo many Noble people, wereby ſo fewe and cuill trai- 
ned ſouldiers keptinawe. And if indeclaration of things happened inthis badde 
world, we ſhall not ſet downethe courage of anic ſouldier, the vertue of anie Cap- 
raine, or theloueof anie Citizentowards his Countrey : yet ſhall you finde, what 
cunning and Art, the Princes, the Souldiers, and chiete Gouernours in Common 
weales (to maintaine therepuration they did not deſerue) haue vicd : which per- 
caſe will prooue not lefle worthie, and profitableto beknowne, then thoſe of moſt 
auncient time. For as thoſedo ſtirrevp Noble mindes to follow them: Sotheſe, to | 
eſchue their lewdneſſeand lacke of vertue, wil prouoke vs. Inthoſe dayes /taly was 
broughtto ſuch condition, by them that there commaunded : that whenſocuer 
through reconciliation of the Princes a peace was made; Xa ar (byſuchas 
had weapons in hand) it was againe diſturbed. So that neither by the warres en- 
ded, was gotten glorie , nor by the peace , quiet. Thepeace being concluded be- 
rweenethe Duke of Ailan, and thoſe of the League, inthe yeare 1 433. theſoul- 
diers deſiring ſtill ro exerciſe the warre , made an enterpriſe againſt the Church, 
There wereat thattime in /taly, two ſorts of ſouldiers , the one trained vnder Brac- 
Twoſor* :io,the other vnder Sforza.Ofthele,the chiefe Captain was the Earle Franceſco ſonne 
Iraly.1433- Of Sforza.Of the other, Nichols Piccinins, and Nichols Fortibraccio were the Leaders. 
Totheſerwo Sets, all the other Italian ſouldiers ioyned themſelues. Yet were 
the followers of Sforz4 of moſt reputation, as wellfor the vertue of the Earle, as 
TreDukeof the promiſe to him made by the Duke, of Bianca his naturall daughter : whichal- 
be oferedes liance, gained him exceeding eſtimation. Both theſe SeQts of ſouldiers,after the peace 
FranStorza. of Lombardy (for diverſe occaſions) aſſaulted the Pope Eugenio. Nicholo Fortibraccio 
was thereto moued by the old diſpleaſure borne to the Church,by Braccio. And the 


Earle,by his ownambiti6. Infomuch as Nicholoaſſaulted Rome: & the Earle ew" 
F imlelte, 
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himſelfe, of Za Marca, The Romanes to eſchue thewarres , baniſhed Engenio from . [0 
Rome, who(with perill and difficultic eſcaped) came vnto Florence, Where confide- ao 


ing of thedanger wherin he was,and ſeeing himſelfe by thoſe Princes abandoned, 
andthatthey refuſed totake armey in hand tor him , by whoſe meane at their owne 
defire,they had bene lately diſarmed, compounded withthe Earle, and granted him 

the principallitic of Za Marca : notwithſtanding that hee had not onely before taken The Popeaf- 
that countrey from him, but alſo vied contemptinthe letters which hee wrote to [aukedhy | 
his Agents forthediuiſion of the land, writing thus; Girifalco no#tro Firmiano, Inuito 

Petro & Pawlo. Neither was he contented withihe raunt of theſe townes, but hee 

would be al(o Gonfaloniere of the Church, All which was graunted : So much did 


! 
Pope Exgenio, feare more a daungerous warre, thenadiſhonourable peace, Thus i 
the Earle become friend tothe Pope, did perſecute Nichols Fortibrace:o,and between = 
themintheterritorie of the Church, indiuers moneths, many accidents happened, Ek 
moretothe preiudice ofthe Pope,and his ſubieCts,then ot them that madethe war, 
In ſo much as by the Duke of Man, his mediation, it was concluded, thatthe one, = 


and the other of them, ſhould remaine Princes in the Townes belonging to the bg 1/4 
Church. This warre quenched at Rome , was kindled in Romagna by Babtiita Can- 
neto, who in Bologna had (laine certaine of the houle of Grifoni, & driuen from thence 
the Popes Gouernour, with ſome other enemies. Thento hold that ſtate by force, 
hee detired aide of Philippo, And the Popetobe reuvenged of this iniurie, requi- 
red helpe of the YVenetians and Florentines, The one and the other of them were yy.rreve- 
ayded. So that within ſhort ſpace,two great Armies were come iato Komagna. T he tweene the 
Generall for Philippo, was Nichols Piccinino, The Venetian Forces, and the Flo. 72I* 204mne ns 
rentines , were ledde by Gatamelata, and Nicholo de Tolentine. Neare vnto 1mola, lan. 4 
they ioyned bartaile, wherein the Yeretians and Florentines were ouenhrowne: 3 
and Nicholo de T olentino ſent priſoner vnto the Duke, where either by poyſon, or | 
his owne ſorrow forthe loſle receiued , within fewe dayes hee died. The Duke uh 
after this viCtorie, either becauſe hee was weake; or belecuedthat the leagueaf- Wh 
ter this ouerthe@w would ſtande quiet, followed no further his fortune ; bur 1 
gaue the Pope and his confederates time to vnite themſelues anew : who clec- | 
red for their Captainethe Earle Framceſco, with determination to remone Nicho- 42 rg 
lo Fortibraccio from the Townes belonging to the Church , and by that meanes, the League, | 
and the warres which.in fanoure of the Pope they had begunne, The Romanes 
ſeeing the Pope ſtrong in the field, ſor: ohe bi friend Tip, andreceiued a Gouer- 
nour from him. Nicholo Fortihraccio among other rownes, poſleſied Tibali, Mon- 
tifiaſconi the Cittie of Ca#tello and A ſceſi. Into this rowne Nichols ( not being | 
able to keepe the field) fled. There the Earle beſieged him, andthe ſiege con- | 
tinuing long (for Nichelo manfully defeaded himſelte) the Duke thoughtneceſ- 
farie either to impeach the League of that victorie, or elſe after the ſame, totake ' 
order for the defence of his owne, He therefore, to remoue the Earle from the , 
ſiege, commaunded Yicholo Piccinino to goc into T ofcana, by the way of K , ; 
Whereuponthe League judging it more neceſfarietodefend T oſcara, then ſurprize 
Aſeeſi, gane order to the Earle, not to ſuffer the paſſage of Vcholo, who was al- 
readie with his Armie arriued at F#r/;, The Earle onthecther ide maxched wh $ir; 
his ſouldiers, and came to Serena, recommending vmo zone his brother , the | 
warre of La Marca, and his other lands, diiring thetimethat P:cc;nine (rould paſſe. 
And while Piccinins labonred to paſſe, and thef-arte impeached him, N:ichs/a Forti- 
braccio aaulted Lione, with great honour tooke him, and-{f oyled his ſou!diers. 
Alſo following this vitorie , heſurprized many rownes in Za Marc. This procee- 
ding greatly greenedthe Earle, and ſuppoling all þ 4 Courtries:tobeloft, hee left | 
; part * 
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part of his armieto make warre vpon Piceinino: with the reſt he marched rowardes 
Fortibraccio, whom heaflaulted and vanquiſhed. Inthat onenhrovy, Fortibratciore- 
mained a priioner,and was lo ſore hurt, that thereot he died, T his victoriereſtored 
vio the Pope all thoſetownes,which by Fortibraccio had beneraken ftromIym,and 
brought the Duke of M#/anto demaund peace, which by the mediation of Nicholo le 
Eite Marqueſle of Farrara, was concluded. \Vhereby the townes ſurprized by the 
Dakein Komagna, were reſtoredrothechurch: and the lonldiers belonging torhe 
Duke,returned to Lombardy. Allo Baptrita de Canneto (as it happeneth roall others, 
whoby forceor vertue of other men polleſle any ſtate) ſo ſoone as the Dukes ſouldi- 
ers weredeparted from Xomagna, (his own power and vertiie not being ableto de- 
fend him in Bolognz) fled away. Whither Antomo Bentenog!i, chicte of thecontraric 
faction, preſently returned. All theſethings chanced during the exile of Coſmo: after 
whoſererurne, theſe who had ſought his reuocation , with dinerſe other Cittizens 
before iniured , thought without reſpe&t, to aſſure themſelues otthe government. 
And the Senate which ſucceeded, in the moneths of Nouember and December,not 
contented with that which their predecefſours had done in favour of their tation, 
prolonged & changed thetime and places of thoſethat were banithed,and confined 
many others anew. Alſodinerſe Citizens were in that time hindered,not only bythe 
humour of faction, but allo inreſpeQt of theirriches, theirparentage, and private 
friendſhip. And ifthis proſcription of bloud had bene continired, it would have bin 
like vntothat of 0&an:aro,or S1/la, being partly alſo imbrued in blond, For Antonio 
ſonne of Barnardo Gualrgm was beheaded, and foure other Citizens (among whome 
was Zanoby Belfrategli, and Coſimo Barbadori. TheſerwoCittizens for haning paſted 
their confines, and remaining at /ener14, were by the Yenctioans (who eſteemed more 
the lone of Coſyrothen their own honor)ſent home priſoners , & were moſt crnelly 
put todeath. Which thing gaue great reputation tothe faction of Coſmre,and much 
terror tothe enemy;that ſo mightiea Common wealereiuled not roſell their liber- 
tieto the Florentines. Which was thought ro bedone,not ſo much to gratihie Coſmo, 
astoexaſperatethefacttions in Florence, & make, by meanes of bloW,the diniſion of 
our citiethe more daungerons : Becauſethe Yenetians found thatthere was nothing 
thar ſo much hindred their greatnes,asthe vniting thereof. Thus thecitiebeing ac- 
quite both ot the enemies & perſons ſuſpected to the ſtate,the gonernours ftudying 
to pleaſure other people, & makerheir own part the ſtronger , reſtored the houſe of 
Alverti with all other Rebels. Allthe great Citizens(a few except) were brovght in- 
rotheorder ofthepeople,& the poſletsions oftherebels at ſmal prices, among them 
fold. Moreouer withnew lawes,and orders,they ſtrengthened them(clues, making 
new Squittini,taking out the names of their enemies, & putting inthe names of their 
friends. Alſo being warned by theruine of their enemies,and indging that it ſufficed 
not forthe holding oftheſtate, to havie the Sqwittin; full oftheir friends : they alſo 
thought good, that the Magiſtrates of life and death, ſhould be choſen ofthe chieſe 
of their faCtion. It was therfore required,thatthe makers of the new $quitti1j, togi- 
therwith the old Senate, ſhould hane authoritictocreate the new. They gane vnto 
the Eight authoritie ouer life and death,and pronided that thoſe that were baniſhed, 
ſhould not(thoughtheir time wereexpired)return, vnleſe of the Sexat and the Co!- 
ledges being innumber 37.) werethereuntoconſenting,or at the leaſt, thirtie foure 
ofthem. Towrite vntothoſethat were confined, or receine any letters fromthem, 
was forbidden. Alſoeuery word,cuery ſigne, & enery aCtionthat offended the Ge 
nernours,was greeuouſly puniſhed. And ifin Florence remained any ſnſpiti6,it was 
the Impoſitions lately impoſed : & ſo having driue our their aduerſaries, or brought 
thEto great pouerty,aſſured themſclues of the ſtate. Alſo not to want forrein aid, bur 
preuent 
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preuent ſuch as thereby determined to offend them, they did confederate, and 
rakeleague with the Pope, theYenetians, and the Duke of Milan. The ſtate of 
Fl1ence reſting in theſe tearmes, GionannaQueene of Naples dyed, making by her 
teſtament Rimteride Angio,heyre of her Kingdome. Atthat time 4/fonſo King of 4- 
ragon happened to bein Sicvl:a, and hauing the triendſhip of many Barrons there, eh / 
prepared himlelfeto poſlelle that Kingdome. | The Xapolitanes, and many of the ,,.c, rice 
Lords fauoured &inieri. The Pope ontheother fide, would neither that &nieri,nor 4: Angio, and 
Alfonſo might poſſeſſe it : but delired that himſelfe ſhould gouerne it, by a Deputy 7s dton's 
of his owne. Y ct Alfonſo being arrived inthe Kingdome, was bythe Dukeot Seſ/a © © 
recciued, and there enterteined ſome other Princes, hoping to ſurprize Capona 
(which the Prince of Tarranto inthename of Alfonſo polleiſed) and by that meane 
ro conſtraine the N«politanes toyeeld to his will. Forthar cheſent his Nauic 
to aſſault Gaietta,, which was holden for the Neapolitanes. 'The Napolitanes then 
mayer ayde of Philippo, who perſwaded the Genoxeſito takethat enterpriſe inhand. 

hey not onelyro fatishe the Duketheir Prince, butalſoto faue the merchandize 
they had in Naples and Gaietta,armed a mightie Nauie. Alfonſo onthe contrary ſide, 
vnderſtanding thereof, encreaſed his forces, and went in perſon to encounter the 
Genoneſ, with whom he fought neere vntothe [land of Portio, andthere his Nauie ,;,. ,1;,.c, 
was vanquiſhed, himſelfe with diuerſe other Princes taken and ſent by theGenoveſi raken by the 
to Philippo. This viQtorie diſmayd all the Princes of 7taly, becaule thereby they Genouch. 
thought he might become owner of all. But he (ſodiuerſearethe opinions of men) 
rooke a courſe, cleane contrary to expectation. This Aifenſo, being aman verie 
wiſe, ſo ſooneas hecould come tothe ſpeech of Philippo, tolde how greatly he de- 
ceined himſelfe to fanour Rinieri, and diltauour him: becauſe if Rimeri were King 
of Naples, he would labour withall his force tobring the Dukedome of Ati/an to 
th- hands ofthe French King, by reaſon his ayde was at hand, his furniture of all 
things nece(aric, and the way open for his reliete. Neither could he lookefor ber- 
rer c jk his owne ruine, if he made that ſtate to become French. But the contrarie 
would follow, if himſelfe might be Prince. For he not fearing any other enemy 
thenthe French, ſhould beentorced toloue, honour and obey Fim, who had the 
onely power to openthe way to his enemies. So thar although the Kingdome 
ſhouldreſtwith Alfonſo, yet the authoritic and power thereof would remaine in 
the hands of Phil;ppo. Wheretore it would ——_ more import him then himſelte, 
roconſiderthe pecill ofthe one,and the profit ofthe other, vnleſſe he deſired more 
tofatisfic his fanteſie, thenaſſurethe ſtate, Becauſcin doing the one, he ſhould be 
Prince, and free, by the other (inthe middeſt of rwo m_—_ enemies) cither ſure 
toloſethe ſtate vtrerly, line alwayes in ſuſpition, or, as a ſubie,obey them. Theſe _ 
words wrought ſodeepe in the Dukes mind, that (changing his intent) he deline- $78 Alonſo 
red Alfonſo, honorably returned him to Genoua, and fromthence tothe Kingdome. 
Thereheimbarked againe, and being arrived at Gaietta, his delinery was knowne, 
and that Countrey ſodeinly ſurprized by certaine Lords his followers. TheGenoxefs 
ſeeing, that withoutreſpeCt tothem,the Duke had delivered the King, andthat he, 
whomethey with their charge and perill had honoured, didnot Pas rhem afiell 

takers ofthe honor in theKings nlargement, as ofthe iniurie t5 him done, and 

is overthrow, grew greatly offended. IntheCittic of Genone (when it lineth in 
libertie) there is created one head, whomethey call Doge, not robe a Prince ab(o- 
lute, nor todetermine alone, but as chiefeto propound thoſe matters, whereof the 
Magiſtrates and Councels ſhonld conſult. Within that Townebe manynoble Fa- 
milies, which are ſomightie, that with difficultie, they yeeld to theauthoritic of, , 
Magiſtrates. And of them the houſes of Fregoſa and Adorna be of greateſt _ Adorni, 
rom 


The libertie 
of Genova 
recouered. 
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Fromtheſe, the diniſions of that Cirtie, and the cauſes of ciuill diſorders did pro- 
ceed. For they many times contending for gouernment, not onely cnn but alio 
by armes, it talleth our, that euer the one faction is atHicted, and the other gOoucr- 
neth. Ir alſo happeneth many times, that thoſewho are depoſed trom authoritie, 
do pray ayde of iorreine armes, and yeeld that gouernment to others, whichthey 
themſelues could not enioy. Hereot i proceedeth, that thoſe who gouerned in 
Lombardy, do for the moſt part commaund in Cenous, as it happened at ſuch time 
as Alfonſo wastaken. Among the chiete of the Genone/ithat cauſedthe Cittie tobe 
ivenintothe hands of Phrlippo, was Franceſco Spinola, ho not long after he had 
mw his countrey in bondage (as in like caſes it euer happeneth) became (ul- 
pected tothe Duke, Wherewith hebeing diſcontent, voluntarily exiled himſelfe 
to Gatetta, and there chanced to be, at ſuch time as the fight by ſea vas performed 
againſt Alfonſo. In which exploit helerued (o valiantly , that he perlwaded him- 
By fe ro have deſerued (0 welloliha Duke, as in reſpect of his ſeruice, he might (at 
theleaft) live in Genona with ſecuritie, Yet perceiving the Duke to continue in his 
ſuſpition, and fearing leaſt he >eleeuied, that a man who had not loued the liberty 
is countrey, could not luue him, determined totry a new fortune, and at one 
inſtant both todeliuer his countrey, and win himſelfe fame with ſecuritie; Being 
perſwaded,that by no meanes he might recouer the good will ofthe Cittizens bet- 
ter,then to performe ſuch an acte with his owne hand: So as, the ſame hand which 
had offended, and hurt his countrey, ſhould alſo miniſter themedicine, and heale 
it, Thenknowing the vniuerſall hatred bornetothe Duke by thedeliuerie of the 
King, thought thetime to ſerue well for the execution of his intent, Whicrefore he 
imparted his mind to ſome, whome he knew ot his owne ap_nn : Them he per- 
ſwaded and prepared to followe him, The feaſt of S. Iohn Baptiſt being come, 
A riſmino ithe new Gouernor ſent by the Duke) entred into Gexoua, accompanied 
with Opicinothe old Gouernor, and many other Citizens, Franceſco s aj thought 
then good nolongertodeterrethe matter, but cameout of his houſe with dinerſe 
others, all armed, and priuic to his determination. 50 ſoone as hee came to the 
market place, where himſelfe dwelled, he proclaymed the name ot libertie.- And it 
was athing very marue!lousto ſce, with hovy great {peed the people and Citizens 
to that name aſſembled: So as no man that loned the Duke either for his owne 
profit, or other occalion, had leiſureto take armes, orthinke how tofſaue himlelfe. 
LA riſmino with ſome other Geronefi, fied into the Caſtle which he kept for the 
Duke. Oprcino preſuming that (if he fled tothe Pallace) hauingthere twothouſand 
Souldiers at his commaundement, he ſkould either ſaue himſelfe, or giuecourage 
to his friends to defend him, went thitherwards, but before he cameto the mar- 
ker place, was (laine,cut in pieces, and drawne —_ euery ſtreere of the Cittie, 
The Genoxeſi hauing thus reduced the Cintie vnder their owne Magiſtrates and li- 
bertie, within few dayes alſo ſurprized the Caſtle, withthe other places of ſtrength 
poſſeſſed by the Duke, and ſo clearely caſt off the yoke of Philippo, Theſe marters 
thus handled,is atthe beginning, the Princes of /taly was dilmayd, fearing that the 
Duke ſhould become ouermightie, ſothis gauethem hope (ſeeing whar end they 
had) tobe able to bridle him. And notwithſtanding the league lately made, the 
Florentines and the Yenetians made peace with the Genoueſi: whereupon, Rinaldo 
delli Albiz4, and other leaders of the Florentines baniſhed,ſeeing things out of order, 


The Oratien 20d the world changed,did hopeto gr the Duketo make open warre againſt 
ethey 


of Ri, de Al- the Florentines. For which purpoſi 


bizi co the 
Duke of Mi- 
lan. 


went to Milan, and Rinaldobeing cometo 
theDukes preſence, ſpake as followeth, If we ſometimes your enemies, donow 


confidently deſire ayde of you for the recouerie of our countrey , neither you, 
nor 
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nor any other (thatconſider worldly matters, how they proceed, and how vatiable 
forrune is) ought to meruaile, albeit neither of our or preſent actions, nor of 
that we haue long ſince done citherto you, or toour countrey, or that which now 
is in doing, we canrender a good and reaſonable excuſe. There is no good manre- 
prooucth another for defending his Countrey, inwhat fort ſocuer the ſame is de- 
tended. Neither was it euer our mcaning,to iniure you, but rodefend our owne tr6 
being ininred; which was ſufficietly proued inthe greateſt victories of our league, 
Forlo ſoone as we knew you inclined toatrue peace, we were thereof more deli- 
rous, then you yourſelfe, ſo that we need nor teare to obteine any fauour at your 
hands, Neither can our Countrey find fault, althongh we now perſwade you to 
takearmes againſt it, whome with ſo great reſolution we have withſtood, Forthar 
countrey deſerueth tobe loued of all men,which indifferetly loueth them ; and not 
that contrey,which diſdaining the greateſt number,aduanceth a few, There is no 
man alſvthat oughtro condemne men, although for ſome cauſesthey take armes a- 
ainſt their countrey, For albeit the Cities bebodies mixed, yet hauethey of bodies 
imple, ſomereſemblance, And as intheſe, many infirmities grow, which without 
fire & force cannot becured: ſointhe other, many miſchiefes ariſe, which a godly 
and good Citizen ſhould offend toleaue vncured: notwithſtanding that inthecure 
hedoth (as it behoueth him) apply both fire & force, What licknes in the bodieof 
a common-weale canbe greater,thenſeruitude? And what medicine is moreneed- 
full then this inthe cure of that diſeaſe ? Thoſe warres be only iuſt, which benecel- 
farie,and thoſearmes moſt mercifull, where other hope cannot be had, then by the. 
I know not what neceſsitie is greater then ours, or what compaſsion can be more, 
thentodeliuer a Countrey fr6 ſeruitude ? Moſt certainly weknow ourcaule is to 
be pittiedand iuſt, which oughtto be both by vs and you c6lidered. For your part, 
failenot to affoord this iuſtice, (ith the Flerentines haue not bene aſhamed, atter a 
pee with ſo great ſolemnitie concluded, romake league withtheGeneueſi your re- 
els : ſothatthough our cauſe mone you not to copals10n, yetthis diſhonor offered 
vnto yourſelfe, ought to perſwade you, andtherather that you ſce the enterpriſe 
ealie. Let not exampls paſſed diſcourage you, hauing ſeenthe power of that people, 
and their obſtinate defence ot themſelues. Which twothings,might yet reaſonably 
be feared, were they ofthe ſame vertue, which inthoſe daies they haue bene. Bur 
now you ſhall findeall contrarie. For what forcecan you looke for inany Cittie, 
which hath ſpoiled the greateſt pant of the riches, and induſtriethereof. Whatreſo- 
lution can be m__ of ina people, by ſodiuers and new quarrels diſunited? Which 
diſunion, is cauſe, that thoſe riches there remaining in ſuch ſort as they were wont, 
be imploied, becauſe me dowillingly ſpend their'patrimony,whe they ſee the ſame 
fortheir owne glory, their owne honor,and their owne Countrey imployed ; euer 
hoping to recouerthat in peace, which the warre hath conſumed : and not whe they 
ſecthemſelues both inwar & peace oppreſſed ; hauing inthe one to ſuſpect thein- 
jurie of enemies, and in the other, the inſolencie of them that oaiud@ i Alſo, the 
peopleare more harmed by couetouſnes of our own Citizens,then the ſpoile of our 
enemies,for of this ſome end may be hoped of, but of that none at all. Inthe warres 


paſſed, you made warre to the whole Citie, but now you are only to contend 


with a few, Then you cametotakethe ſtate from many, and thoſe good Crizens, 
but now you are to aſſault a fewe, and thoſe but bace companions, Then you 
came totakethelibertie from the Cittie, but now you come to reſtore it, It is nor 


therefore like, that in ſo great a contrarietie of occaſions, the eFe&t that will ſo!- ' 


low ſhall be like, Yea, you are rather ro hope of victorie certaine, which how 


p greatlie it fortifieth your State, your ſelfe may calilie indge, hating thereby 
greatly 


Genounr re- 
uvolrcd from 
the Duke. 
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greatly bound Toſcarato be your friend. And though at ſome other time,this vito- 
rie would beatcounted ambitious & violent, yet vpothis occalion, is eſteemed iuſt 
and reaſonable. Omit not therefore the preſent opportunitie, and thinke that al- 
though your other enterpriſes _ the Cittic, did with their ditticultie breed 
your expences and infamie, yer this with great tacilitie ſhall bring you ſoorth ex- 
ceeding profit, with moſt honourable report. T here needed not many words to 
riwade the Duke'to moue warre againſt the Florentizes, becauſe he was there- 
uno diſpoſed by hate hereditarie,and blind ambition, w hich humors did leade and 
commaund him : andtherather,beingpurred forward by new iniuries,and offence 
fortheleague made with the Genoxeſi, Notwithſtanding, his former charges, with 
the freſh memory of perils, and lofles paſſed, rogither with the vaine hope of the 
baniſhed men, did diſcourage him. This Duke, ſo looneas he vnderſtood the re- 
bellion of Genoua, had ſent Nichols Prccinine With all his men of armes, and thoſe 
footemen he could hire m his journey, to recouer the Cittic, before the Citizens 
had ſetled their minds and planted anew gouernment , pou truſting vmo the 
Caſtleof Genoua which was holdentor him. And albeit that Nicholo had torced the 
Genoueſi to flee vnto the mountaines, and taken from them the Vale of Pozener;, 
where they fortified themſelucs , and alſo conſtrained them to retire within the 
walles of their Cittie : yet found he lo great difticultie in going forward, by reaſon 
of the Citizens reſolute defending rhemlelues, that he was enforced to remoue 
from thence, Whereupon the Duke atthe perſwalion of the baniſhed Florertines, 
commaunded that the River onthe Eaſt iide (hould be aflaulted, approching the 
confines of Piſa, and there make the greateſt warre to Genons, that poſkibly they 
could, ſuppoling, that reſolution would fromtimetotime enforme, what co!1r!e 
were beſt tobe followed. T hen Nicholoaſlaulted and lurprized Serezara, ard aiter 
manydiſpleaſuresdone, to make the Florentines more (uſpitions, he came to Zurca, 
and cauſed areport to be made, that he intendeda iourneyto N.p!cs in aydeof the 
King of 4ragon, Pope o__ vpon theſe new accidents, werit from Florence to 
Bologna,where hepractiſed new compolition betweene the Duke and the Leave, 
Perdweding the Duke;that if he would not conſent tothe peace, he (11011!d be entor- 
ced to deliver the Farle Franceſco his confederare, at that preſent remayning in his 
pay. But notwithſtanding the Pope his great indeuour,, all his deſignes prooued 
vayne, becauſetheDuke, without poſſel(sion of Genoxz, would not conſent, andthe 
League would refuſe, vnleſle Genexa continued free. Enery man then diſpairing of 
peace, prepared forthe warre. Nuholo Piccininobeing cometo Lucca, the Florentines 
miſtruſted nonew matter, but cauſed Veri of Girotogoe with their Souldiers tothe 
countrey of Pfa, obteining ofthe Pope, thatthe Earle Fraxce/co ſhould ioyne with 
him, and ſo with both their armies togither, make head at $.Gonda. Piccininoarriued 
at Zucca,deſired paſſageto marchtowards the Kingdome, and being denied, threat- 
ned topaſſe by force. Theſe twoarmies, were in force and vertue of the Capraines 
equall,for whichreſpeQt, neither ofthem prooued their fortune, being alſo Finde. 
red withthe cold weather, forthen the monerh of December was begyn. In which 
reſpes many daies, without one offending the other,they ſtaied. The firſtofthem 
which marched, was Nichols Piccimme, who was informed, that if he would inthe 
night aTault Yico Piſano, he might ealily ſurprize it. Nichols tooke the matter in 
hand, ht nor preuailing, ſpoiled and burned the conntrey thereabouts, togither 
with the Towne of S.Giowamni allaVena, This enterpriſe, albeit for the moſt part 
thereof to nopurpoſe, yer didtheſame encourage Nichols to goe forwards, ſecing 
the Earleand Ver: monednot. Therefore he aſſanited and poſſeſſed Santa Mariain 
Ca#ello, and Filetto, Yer forall this, the Flerentine forces remoned not : not becauſe 
the 
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the Earle ſtood in feare, but becauſe the warre ( for the renerence borne to the | 
Pope, who intreated for peace) was notby the Magiftrates in Florence determined, , 
And thar, which the Florentines by their ownewiledome were counlailed todo, BJ 
wasthought ofthe enemy tobe done for feare. Which conceite gaue them cou- 
rage,totake new enterprites in hand, ſothat they determined ro beltege Borges, and 
| betoreitpreſented all their torces. i his new aflault, cauſed the Florentmes to let a- 
ſide all reſpects, and not only to reſcue Borgo, but alſo to aflault the countrey of 
Lucca, Thenthe Earle marching towards Nicholo, and fighting with himneere vn- 
to Boyes, vanquithed his forces, and leuicd the ſiege. | os Anforaarer vera ol 
while, thinking that the Duke had brokenthe peace, ſent Giowan Franceſcs aaGon- cu} 
4 their Generall, into Ghir:11dadz, who ſpoiling greatly the Dukes countrey, ut 
conſtrained him to revoke /V:cholo Piccinins tromthe enterpriſe of T o/canme. Which Th | 
reuocation, togither with the victorie had againſt Vichols, gaue the Florentines PH. 
courage to aſſault Lucca, with hope to poſleſſe it ; Wherein they had neirhey feare, % \ 
nor reſpect at all, ſeeing the Duke, whome they onely feared, to beaflailed by the 1 k 
F enetians : And thatthe Lnuccheſi, having receined enemies at home,werecontentto } | 
be aſſaulted, in reſpect whereof they could not atall complaine, Inthemoneth of 
Aprill, the yeare 1 437. the Earle marched with his army, bur before the Florentines - 
would aſſault others, delired to recouer their owne, and therefore reconered a- - ah 
aine Santa Maria inCaitello, viith all other places ſurprized by Piccimimo, That gy | 
JonefdireQed acourſetothecountrey of Lucca,afſailing Ca- Maggiore, The inhabi- ' 
rants whereof, though faithfull totheir Lord, yet becaule feare ofthe enemy neere 
at hand, had greater force inthem, thentheduie toward their friend farre off, they 
yeelded themſelues, And with like reputation was Maſſa, and Serezan ſurprized, 'X 
Which things being done about the end ofthe moneth of May, the armyrerurned 4 
towards Lace, ſpoiling the Corne, burning the Villages, cutting the Vines and Lucca diftreſ- 
trees, driving away the Cattle, and not fearing to performe euery outrage that *** 
ſouldiers were wont todo vntotheir enemies, T he Luccheſion the other ſide, ſee- *F | 


ing themſelucs by the Duke abandoned, and diſpairing to defend their countrey, #34 
intrenched and fortified the Cittieby all meanes they poſsible could, And having jt 
men ſufticient, hoped they might for atimedefen!] thelſame, as in former aſſaults b! 
ofthe Florentines they had done, They only feared the mutable minds ofthecom- fi 
mon people, leaſtthey being belteged, would grow wearie, eſteeming moretheir ; 
ownepriuate perill, then the libertie of others, and fo entorce ſome dithonorable 4 
anddangerous compolition. Wherefore to perſwadethem torake courage, and be | 
reſolute in defence of the Cittie, one of the moſt auntient and wiſeſt Cirtrzens aſ- | 
ſembledthe people inthe market place,and ſaid vntothem as followeth. You ought 1 
alwaiestoremember, thatthings done by neceſsitie, deſerue neither commenda- The Oration bY 
tion nor blame. It therefore you haue found fault with theſe warres which the - gba x 7 
Florentinesdo make vpon you, andthat we have gained inreceining ſouldiers from Nt Commack, 
the Duke, and ſ1fered them to aſſault vs, yon great mre your lelues. Alfo, the Ft 
auncient enimitic of the Florentines towards you is WEOll knowne : whereof, neither 6I4 4 
your iniuries, northeir owne feare, but our weakeneſle, and their ambition, hath 29.4 
benethecauſe; for that, theone giueththem hope to opprefle yon! , and the other 
incouragement to perſorme the oppreſsion. Do not beleene that any merit of 
yours canremovethardeſire in them, neither any iniurie by yon done, can more 
increaſe the defire they haneto offend you. Wherefore, as they doftudie rorake 
your libertie from you, ſo muſt you labonrrodefend the fame. And,for thoſethings 
which both they and we do to that end, enery man may beſorie, but noman can 
meruaile. Let vs then be ſorie that weareaſſaulted, that our townes are beſieged, 
OUr 
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our houſes burned, and our countrey ſpoiled. Norwithſtanding, which of vs is fo 
vnwile, as ro meruaile thereat ? For if we were able, we ouriclues would do the 
like,or worſeto them. Ifthey have moued this warre by the comming of Nichols, 
had he not come, they would haue donethelike vpon iomeother occaiion, [fthis 
michicte had bene , the ſame perhaps would haue prooued greater, (0 
that, this his comming, ought not ſo much robeblamed, as our cuill fortune, and 
their ambitious nature. For ith we could not retuſcetoreceiuethe Dukes fouldiers, 
they being come,could not retraineto makethe warre, Y ou know well,that with- 
-outtheaide of ſome mightie Prince, we could not be defended: neither wasthere 
any of power ſufficient, nor more likely todetend vs both with fidelitie and force, 
then the Duke. Hee hath reſtored our libertie, and therefore reaſon would , hee 
ſhould defend it. He hath bene alſo enemy to all thoſe that were our auntient cne- 
mies. If then by not offending the Florenrines, we had incurred the Dukes dilplea- 
ſure, we ſhould thereby hauec loſt our triend, and madethe enemy moremighue, 
and more aptto offed vs. Soas it is much betterto hauethis warre withthe Dukes 
loue, then peace with his diſpleaſure. And we may hope well he will deliuer vs 
fromthoſe ers, whereunto he hath drawne vs, ſothat we donot forſake him. | 
You know with how great furie the Florenrines have diverſe times affailed vs, and . 
with how great gloriewe have often defended our (clues againſtthem,euen when 
we had noneother hope, but of God andtime, the one and the other of them pre- 
ſerued vs. And therefore why (hould we now diſpaire to defend our ſelues ! Ar 
. thattimeall /ta/y had abandoned vs, but now, the Duke is on our fide, and we may 
alſo hope that the Yenet1axs will not be haſtie to offend vs, as men that delirenot to 
increaſe the Florentines greatnes, Heretofore the Flerentines have bene more free, 
they hadalſo more hope to be aided, of themlclues, they were more mightie, and 
we incuery reſpeQt weaker then wenoy are. For atthat time we defended a T y- 
rant,but now wedefend our (clues, Thenthe honour of our defence was an other 
mans, now it is our owne. At that time when they aſſaulted vs, they were vnited, 
but now they aflaile vs diſunited, all 7taly being full oftheir Rebels. Butif all theſe 
were not, yet extreame neceſsitic ought to make vs reſolute in our owne de- 
fence, Euery enemy ought tobe by vs iuſtly feared, for euery of them do ſeeke 
their owneglorieand our deſtruQtion. But of all others, we ought moſt toabhorre 
the Florentines, becauſe our vbedience,our tribute,and the ſubiettion of this Cittic 
donot ſnffice tocontent them, but they would alſo haue our bodies and wealth, 
tothe end they might feed their crueltie with our bloud, and fill their couctous de- 
ſirewith our riches. Euery mantherefore of what ſort ſoeuer, ought todeteſtthem. 
Be not therefore diſmayed to behold the wn yer 00 wy burned, and the 
Townes ſacked. Yet if this Cittie be faued, of neceſsitic they will be recouered ; 
Bur ifthis Cittie beloſt, without any our profit they ſhould be faucd : Becauſe we 
continuing our libertie, the enemy ſhall with difficultic pofleflethem, but loſi 
our libertie,in vaine \ye ethem. Take your __ thereforein , 
and when you fight, therenowne of your victorie ſhall be not onely 
the ſafetic of our commone , bur alſo of your priuare houſes and children. 
Thelaftwordes of his ſpeech werewith ſo great comfort of the people receiued, 
that with one voycethey promiſed ro dye,ratherthen yeeld or conſent toany com- 
litionin preiudice of their libertic : and rherefore prepared all things neceſlarie 
defence of the Cirtie. Inthe meane ſpace, the Florentinearmy loft notime, bur 


after much hurt done to the Countrey, by treatic rooke Monte Carlo, and after re- 
moved toF"zane, totheend that the Zacchefrenironed on every ſide, ſhonld looke 
for no reſcue, and ſo by famine force that Cittic to yeeld. The Caftle wa verie 

rong, 
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ſtrong, and fully manned, whereby the winning thereof , was not fo ealie as the 


others. The Luccheſi leeing their Cittic on euery ſide beſieged, did. (as reaſon ++. 1...chc 
would) reſort tothe Duke : To whomeby all mannet of periwalions,both fweere pray 1d: of 
and ſowre, they recommended themſelnes. And in their ſpeech, ſometimes they >< ><: 


made mention of their owne merits, and ſometimesthey laicd betore him thein- 
iuric done by the Florentines, and what incouragement other his triends would 
take, if they weredefended ; or not, what feare might be conceiued thereby; But 
itthey ſhonld loſe their libertic and lines, he ſhould thereby loſe his friends and 
honour, togither with the loue ot all thoſe, that would at cuery daunger aduen- 
ture for him. Theſe words were accompanied with teares, to the endythar if his 
owne obligation moued him nor, yer the compalsion of their miſerie might per- 
fwade him. So that the Duke adding to his auntient hate towards the Florentines 
the new deſert of the Luccheſi, and aboue all, deliring that the Florentines ſhould 
not grow great by this victorie, refolued, ro ſend mightie forces into Toſcana, or 
elſe with much furie aſſault the Yenetians, ſo as, the Florentines ſhould be forced 
ro leaue their enterpriſe and ſuccour them. This reſolution made, was ſpeedely 
aduertiſed to Florence, that the Duke intended to ſend men into Toſcana, which 
moued the Florentines to hoperheleſle of vitorie, Andtothe end the Duke might 
be holden occupied in Lowhardy, they did follicite the Yenetians to let vpon bin 
with all their forces. But they were greatly daunted with the departure of the 
Marquelſe of Mantona, whe had abandoned them, and was ioyned with the Duke, 
And therefore being (as it were) dilarmed, did anſwere,they were not 4 mar 
<0 makethem(clues ſtronger, but allo vnfit rocontinuethe warre, vnleſle the Earle 
Franceſco were {ent vnto them, with condition that he ſhould inperſon pallethe 
Riuer Po, Forthey would not in any wiſe alloy of the old Capitulations, where- 
by he ſtood bound not to paſſe the Riner Po. And moreouer they alleaged, that 
without a Captaine they could not make warre, and of other thenthe Earle, they 
had no hope. Neither could they imploy him, vnleſſe he were bound to make 
warre inall places. It ſeemed tothe Florentines neceſarie, that the warre ſhould be 
madein Lombardy with great force: yet ontheother (ide,if the Earle wereremoned 
fromthe ſiege of Lucca, thatenterpriſe were to no purpoſe, And well they kacewe 
this requeſt made of the Yenetians, was not ſo much of any needethey had ofthe 
Earle, as to hinderthem of that viQtorie, Contrary tothat allegation was allcaged, 
that the Earle was prepared togoe into Lombardy, whenſoeuer they ofthe League 
ſhould commaund him, yet would he not alter his bond, leaſt thereby he might 
hinder himſelfe in the marriage, promiſed by the Duke. Thus werethe Florentines 
poſſeſſed withtwocontrarie paſsions, the delireto winne 7ucca, and the feare of 
the Dukes warre. But (as for the moſt part it happeneth) teare prevailed, and they 
content that the Earle hauing wonne/ zans, ſhould goe into Lombardy. One other 
difficultiealſothere was, which not being inthe power ofthe Florentimestodiſpole, 
perplexed them more thenthe former. Which was, thatthe Earle would not paſſe 
the Po, and the Yenetians otherwiſe would not enterteine him. So no meane being 
toaccord them, but that the one muſt yeeldtotheother, the Florentines perlwa- 
ded the Earle to write a letter, and thereby promiſe the Senate of Florenceto paſſethe 
Riuer, which he might do without diſhonor, becauſe that private promiſe ſhon!d 
not be any breach ofhis yore obligation: and notwithſtanding he might after 
make warre without paſsing the Riner, yer thereof this commoditie would io!- 
lowe, that the warre being kindled, the Yeretians (honld be forced to followe 
it, and ſo the hymor which they feared , would be turned another way. Bur 
the Yenetians on the other fide affirmed , that -his private Letter did ſuffice 
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to binde him, and they were therewith ſatisfied, And if the Earle might ill 
vie reipects to his Father in law, they would allow thereot : for it was makes pro- 
fitable to himielſe , or them, without great necelsitie to diſcouer him, By this 
meanes, the patlage ot the Earle imo Lombardy was determined, Who hauing ſur- 
prized ane, and made lume Bulwarks about £uccn, to keepe the Citizens trom 
ſuing out, and recommending the v/arre to his Leputies, palled the Alps, and 
went vnto Keggro. T hentheYererians grew lulpitious ot his proceedings, And firſt 
of all to proouc his diſpolicion, required him to paſſe the River Po, and ioyne with 
their other forces. VWhichtheiarle vitecly denied, and many iniurious words pal- 


Difidence ſeq betwixt him and Anires Manrec;zs, cnt thither by the Yenetians; the one of 


— acculing the other ot much pride, and little hidalitie. TheEarle affirming he 
andrhe Earle was not bound tothe ſeruice, andthe other proteſting that no paiment ſhould be 
Franceſco, 1.de. Sointheend, the Earle returned into T oſcana, and Maxreceno to Venice. T he 
Earle, was by the Florentmes lodged 1a the countrey of Piſa, hoping to perſwade 

him to renew the warre againſt the Zchef, But thereunto they found him nor 

diſpoſed. The Duke then vnderſtanding, that for reſpett and reverence borne to 

him, the Earle would not paſſe the Riuer, he hoped alſg that by this meanes he 

might ſaue the Zaccheſi, And therctore prayed him to make peace berwixt the 

Luccheſi and the Florentines, and (ut he would) to include him alſo: Giuing him 

hope, that hee (ſhould, whenſocuer he plealed , be married vmto his daughter. 

T his alliaunce greatly moned the Earle, becauſe thereby hee hoped, (the Duke 

not having any lonnes) to become owner of Milan. For which caule, heeuerre- 

fuled ro proceed in the warres as the #lorentimes did require him, alleaging hes 

would not marche vnleſic the Yen't:ans did performe their payment and pro- 

miſes, Neither was their paic ſutficient : for he, being delirous to live ſecure in 

his owne Countrey, it bchoued him ro haue other triends then the Florentine, 
Whereſore, if by the Yen:t1i2s hee were abandoned, then ſhould it behoue him 

to take heed vnto his owne doings, and (lo ſeemed) alittle to threaten an a- 

reement with the Duke, The'e cauillations, and theſe (ubtilties, highlie of- 

ended the Florentines, For thereby they thought the enterpriſe of Lucca to be 

loſt, and doubted alſo of their owne eftate, it the Duke and the Earle ſhould 

The V-net- joyne togither, Then to perlwade the Yenetians to performe the po promi- 
_—_— led vnto the Earle, Coſmic Medic went vnto Venice, hoping with his credit 
1-13 pint to perſivade them. Being there arriued, he diſputed of this matter at large wich 
um news the Senate, and laide beiore them the ſtate of /taly, and the daunger thereof, 
tether Declaring alſo, of how great forces and reputation in Armes the Duke was , con- 
General, cluding, that if the Duke did ioyne with the Earle, the Yenetians ſhould bee 
ſorced to retire to the Sea, and the Florentines be inperill of their libertie, Where- 

unto the Yenetions auniwered , that they knewe their owne ſtrength, and the 

/tul:2n forces, and belecued they were able ynough to defend themſelues, Af- 

firming alſo, they were not woont to paie Souldiers that ſerued other men, 
Wheretore it behowed the Florentines, themſelues ſhould paie the Farle, fith 

by him they were ſerued : and that for the ſafe enioying their eſtate , it was 

more necellaric to keepe downe the Earles inſolencie, then to paie him, be- 

caiiſe men had no boundes wherein to ſtaie their ambition. Alſo, if hee were 

nowe paide without any» ſeruice done, hee would ſhortly after make ſome 0- 

ther diihoneſt and more perillous requeſt, They therefore thought neceſſarie 

to bridle his pride, and nor ſuffer the ſame to increaſe till it were incorrigible. 

If thenthey, cither for feare, or for any other intent would continue him a friend, 

it ſtood then vppon to paic him themſelues, Thus Coſano returned without 


other 
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other concluſion, The Florentines notwithſtanding laboured, that the Earle ſhould 
not fa!l fromthe League, and indeed very vnwilling he was to deparr, Yer the-de- 
ſire he had to conclude his marriage, did hold himdoubttull, ſo that thelcaſt oc- 
calion (as after it came to paſſe) might loſe him, The Earle had appointed his 
Townes in Za Marc to be guarded by a Captaine called Furlano, one of his 

rincipall Leaders. Hee hauing beene long ſollicited by the Duke, dilcharged 

imſelfe of the Earles eatertainement, and went vnto him : which was =. 4 
cauſe, that the Earle, ((etting alide all reſpectes) for feare of himſelfe, made p,,ncelco 
peace with the Duke. And among other conditions it was agreed , that in the bandonctb 
matrers of Komagna, and Tofcani, the Earle ſhoulde not intermeddle further. I 
Aﬀer this peace made, the Earle inſtantlie perſwaded the Florentines to agree tines, 
with the LZuccheſi, and in a fort conſtrayned them. They therefore ſceing none 
other remedie, yeelded to compolition in the moneth of Aprill, 1438: In 
which agreement, the Zuccheſi remayned in their libertie ,, and Monte C.lo, J 
with ſome other Caſties, continued in poſleſsion of the Florentines. Afterwards | 
they lamented throughout all /taly, that the Zaccheſi could not be brought vn- 
der their gouernament. And ſcldome it happeneth that any man hath bene ſo | 
greatly greened with lo:ing his owne, as the Florentines were, for not ha- 4 
uing gotten that which belonged ro .others. Although then the Florentines | [ 
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were occvpied in ſo great an caterpriſe, yet were'they not forgertull of their 


neighbours, nor taylcd to furniſh their owne Cittie, Ar that time (as is be- 
fore ſayd ) Nichols Fortibraccio ( who had married the daughter of the Earle of 
Poppi ) was dead. The Farle at the death of Nichols, had in his poſſeſsion Bor- 
9 A ſan Sepulcro, with the {ortreſle of that Towne, which in the name of his 
ſonne in lawe, during his lite hee gouerned. After his death, as the dowrie of 
his daughter hee held-the fame, and refuſed to yeeld that Caſtie vntorhe Pope, 
who claymed it, as lande belonging to the Church. Inſomuch, as the Pope 


The Farle 
of Popph. 


4 
ſente the Patrriarke thicher with 'Sonldiers to reconer it, The Earle findi | 
himſelte vnable to reliſt that force, offered the Toyvne to the Florentines, ag To % 
they refuſed it, Yet ſo ſvone as the Pope returned to Florewce, they trauelled be+ 6 00 TW 
ewixt him , and the Earle, ro make an-agreement, Wherein, finding ſome diths þ 
cultie, the Patriarke aſſaulted Caſentino, and ſurprized Prato Vecehio, and 'R4> 4 
mens , offering the (ame likewiſe to the Florentines, But they would not accept | 
it , vnleſſe the Pope did firſte conſent, that they might reſtore it to the Earle; 
Wherewith-the Pope after much diſputation, was conteated; Yet ſo; that the | 
Florentine: (hnould promiſe to perſwade , that the Earle of Poppr, ſhould reftore / 
vnto him Borgo, The Popes minde by this meanes ſatisfied; the Fl/orentinesthought 
00d the Cathedrall Church of their Cittie culled Sante Reparara, ( being long 
ore begin, and now come to ſuch perfection, as ditine Ceremonies might 
therein becelebrate) to deſire his holinefſe, that perſonally he wonld conſecrate t 
the ſame, Whereunto the Pope willingly conſented, and for more magniticence 4 
of the Cittie, the Temple; and the Pope, a Tarrace was made, from Santa Maria 


Nonella, where the Pope lay, vnto the Church which he (hould conſecrate; the 

ſamebeing inbredth foureyards,anc in height three,and of both lides it was cone- 
red with exceeding richcloch, Vpon this Tarrace, onlythe Pope with his Court, tif 
and the Cittizens eſpecially appointed to attend him did go. Allthereſt of the Cinri- 7 |; 
zens and: ſtood inthe ſtrees,intheir ho'1{es; andin the Temple, to behotd 3 
theſame, When all ceremonies belonging to ſo great a conſecration, were fint- F515 
ſhed, the Pope; intoken of moreloue, honored Guilranode Avanzati with Knight- | #10 
hood,being at thar preſent Gonfaloniere de iuſtitia,and inraltimes acconnted anoble kt 
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hotable Citizen, whereunto the Sexate, toſcemenoleile delirous then the Pope 


ofhis aduancement, gaue vnto himthe Capraine(hip ot P;/a for one yeare. About 
this time, ſome difference grew berwixt the Churches of Zome and Greece, tou- 


_— the diuineSeruice, And foraſmuch asinthe laft Councell holden at Baſile, 
had bene fayd in that matter by the Prelates ot the Weſt Church, it was de- 
termined by the Emperours, that great diligence thould be vicd to vnite them, and 
was concluded inthe Councell ot 34ſile, that provte (hould be made whether the 
Gretian Church might be brought to concurre with that of Rowe. Albeit this re- 
ſolution was contraric to the maicſtic of the Gretian Emperour, andthepride of 
his Prelates to yeeld vnto the Biſhop of Kome, yet the Emperour being opprel- 
ſed by the Turkes, and fearing that the Gretians could not be defended by them- 
ſelues, the rather alſo to liue in ſecuritic, and be ayded of others, determined to 
giue place. Then the Emperour accompanied with the Patriarke , the Prelates 
and Barons of Greece , according to the order taken by the Councell of Baſile, 
came vnto /exice, Which Circ Leing infected with the plague, it was deter- 
mined, that the matter ſhould be tried in the Cittie of Florence, After many 
dayes of diſputation, bertwixt the Prelates of the Romane and Gretian Churches, 
the Gretians ſnbmitted themſelues to the Biithop of Reme. Then was the peace 
concluded berwixt the Lzccheſs and the Florentizes. And was allo hoped, that the 
warres betyixt the Duke and the Earle (chicfely in Lombardy and T eſcans ) 
might eaſily be pacified , becauſe that warre which was begunne in the King- 
dome of Naples, berwixt Rmato de Angio, and i [fonſs of Arrazon, ſhould of 
force take end by the ruine of thoſe two. Andalthongh the Pope was euill con- 
tented for the loſſe of many his T ownes, and that therewithall , the great am- 
bition of the: Duke and the Yeretians: vias apparant , yet euery man G ed, 
that the Pope for neceſitie, and the others tor wearinefle, would lay downe 
their armes. But the marter came otherwiſe topaſle, for neither the Duke, not 
the Yenetians, would be quiet. By reaſon whereof, it fell out that they tooke 


, Armes anew, and made warre in the moſt places of Lombardy and Toſcana, The 


minde of the Duke,could not endure that the Yexetians ſhould poſleſle Ber- 


game and Breſcia: And the rather, ſeeing them prepared forthe warres, and every 


day moleſting and diſquicting his Countrey. He therefore thought, thar if they 
might be-abandoned by the Florentines, and the Earle, he ſhonld not onely bridle 
them, bur alſo reconer his owne. Tocompaſle thatconceipr, he intended to take 
Romagna from the Church , indging thar afterwards the Pope could not offend 
him. And the Floyentizes, ſecing the fire at hand, either they would nor ſtirre for 
feare, or if they did, they could not conueniently affault him. The Duke alſo 
knewe the diſpleaſure berwixt the Florentines and the Yenetians, for the mat- 
ters of Lucca, and for that cauſe, ſuppoſed the Florentines were the leſle willing 
to take Armes for them. As for the Earle Franceſco, he thought tharthe newe 
friendſhip, and hope of the —_— ſhould ſuffice to hold him-afſured. Atlo; 
to flie all offence, and giue the leſſe occaſion to all others to rake Armes, and 
chiefely, forthat he was bound bythe Capitularions with the Earte,not to afſaule 
Romagna, he cauſed Nichole Piccinino (as thereto moned by his owne ambition) ro 
takethar enterpriſein hand. At ſuchtimeas therec6ciliation was c6chuded betwixt 
the Duke and the Earle, Nxcholo remained in R and ſeemed much diſconterit 
with that new friend hip made berweenthe fayd Dukednd the Earle bis perpetnaſt 
enemy. He therefore with his ſouldiers retired ro Camurata (a placebetwixt Furl; 
and Ravenna) where he fortified himſelfe to remaine, tif{ ſuch time as ſome other 
reſolution were taken. The fame of hisanger being blowne about every where, 

| { Nichols 
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Nichols gaue the Pope to vnderſtand of his well deſcruing of the Duke, and with 
what ingratitude he was requited. He allo allcaged, that the Duke through the 
helpe ut principall Capraines , had wonne all the ſouldiers of /taly to be at his 
commaundement, Notwithſtanding, it his holinefſe were fo pleaſed , he could 
procure, that of theſe two Captaines, the one ſhould e enemy to the Duke, 
and the other improhtable. For accompliſkment whereof, it money were pre- 
pared, and the v/arres continied, he would ſoaflaulttheEarle, who had ſurprized 
the rownes belonging to the Church, as he ſhould haue ynough to delend his 
owne, and not be able to follow the ambition of Philippe. The Pope gaue credit 
ro theſe words , (eeming to him reaſonable, and ſent vnto Nichols tive thouland 
Duckets, with many faire promiles, oftering to giue landsto him, and his ſonnes. 
And althonghthe Pope wecediuerie wayes aduertiſed of this deceipr, yet he be- 
lecucd well, and was not content to heare any thing ro the c@ntraric. The Ciric 
of Ranenna was then gouerned for the Pope by Octacio de Polenta. Nicholo thin- 
king good, not to deterre his enterpriſe (becauſe his ſonne had alreadie withthe 
ignomie of the Pope ſacked Spoletro) derermined to aflault Razenna : (cither be- 
cauſe he indged the —_ calic, or that he had ſome ſecret intelligence with 
Oftacio) within few dayes hetooke the Towne by compoiition, and (r.ortly after ; 

, Imola, and Furli, were by him ſurprized. Alſo(as athing more meruailous) - ge Pope 
of twentie Caftles which were in thoſe countries holden Foe the Pope, there was courrrcy 
not one that refuſed to yeeld vnto Aichols, Neither did it ſuffice him with this in- 0090907 
juric to offead the Pope, but he would alſoto theſe deeds mock and deride him in = 
words: Writing vnto the Pope, that ypon iuſt cauſe his Townes were ſurpri- 
zed, becauſe he had brokenthe friendihip betwixt the Duke and him : and written 
letters to many places of /ta!y, lgnifying, that he (the Earle) had abandoned the 
Duke,and ioyned with the Yenetians. Nicholothus poſleſsing Romagna, leftthe ſame 
inchargeto his ſonne Fraxceſco, and himſelte with the greater part of his army went 
into Lombarsy, Where ioyning with theremaine of the Dukes forces, he aflayled 
the Countrey of Breſcia, which in ſhort ſpace he tooke, and beſieged the Citiie, 

The Duke, who deſired that the Fenetians ſhonld belett for him as a pray, excuſed 
himſelfe to the Pope, to the Florentines, and to the Earle : declaring , that thoſe 
things which had benedone in Romagna by N:c92l0, it they were contraric tothe 
Capitulations,they werelikewiſe contrarieto his will. Moreouer,by ſecret meſſen- 
ers hegauethem to vnderſtand, that for his diſobedience (as occaſion and time 
ould ſuffer) he would finde meanes to hauc him puniſhed. The Florentines and 
theEarle gaue no credit thereunto, but belecued (as in deede thetruth was) thar 
theſe warres were made to hold them occupied, till ſuch time as hemight oppreſle 
the Yenetians: who, being full of pride, and belceuing they could by themiclues 
reliſtthe Dukes forces,did not vouchſate todemaund aid of any man, but with Gata- | ms oe 

melata their Captaine, made warre alone. TheEarle Franceſco with the fanour of (/Cy.ncus. 
the Florentines , intended to haue gonetothe aide of King Rinato, if the accidents 
of Romagna and Lombardy had not withholden him. And the Florentmes would 
alſo willingly haue fauoured that enterpriſe, tor the auncient friend ſhip betweene 
them, and the houſe of France. Buttheoneand the other of thoſe, being occupied 
inthewarres neere at hand, refrained toattempt any emerpriſe further off. The 
Florentines then (ecing Romagna (urprized by the Dukes forces, andthe Yenetians af- 
faulted (asthoſethatby the ruine of others did fearetheir owne) deſired the Earle to 
come into T oſcana,thereto conſider what was to be done toencounter the forces of 
the Duke, which were greaterthen ener they had bene. Affirming, that if his in(0- 
lenciewerenot by ſome meanes bridled,cuery manthart gouerned any part of /t«ly, 
3 ſhould 
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ſhould within ſhort ſpace be oppreſled, The Earle knew well that the Florentines 
had reaſon to feare, Notwithſtanding, the delire he had to proceed inthe marriage 
with the Dukes daughter, did make him ſuſpected. And the Duke knowing his de- 
lire, gaue him great hope thereof, it he would retuſe totake armes againſthim, 
And Corhaſs the Dukes daughter was alreadic marriageable, the matter was 
broight to this ripeneſle , that allthings for the purpole were prepared, Not- 
withſtanding , with diuerſe cauillations , the marriage day was delayed, yet by 
words tohold the Earle in hope, ſome deeds were pertormed : and tothart end thir- 
tiethouſand Florins (according tothe Articles agreed vpon for the marriage) were 
ſent vnto him, notwithſtanding the warre of Lombardy increaſed , and the Yene- 
tizns eueryday loſt ſome Towne or other. Alſo, all the veſſels for the warres, 
which they Io into the Riuers, were by the Dukes Souldiers taken. The 
Countries of Verona, and Breſcia, were all ſpoiled : and both thoſe Citties fo 
ſtraightly belieged, as in the common opinion, it was hard forthem tobe many 
dayes defended. The Marqueſſe of 2 antoxs, who had bene many yeares Ge- 
nerall for that State, beyond all expectation had abandoned them, and was ioy- 
ned with the Duke, ſo as thar which in the beginning of the warres their pride 
ſuffered not, afterwards feare inforced them ro do, For _—_— other re- 
medie but the friendſhip of rhe Florentines, and the Earle, they began ro ſpeake 
them faire, though ſhameſully, and with ſuſpirion, bicauſe they feared leaſt the 
Florentines would make them the ſame anſwere, which they at the enterpriſe of 
Lucca, and in the Earles cauſe had receiued at their hands. Neuerthelefe, they 
found the Florentines more eaſily intreared, then cither they hoped, or their deſerts 
did merit. For gre#er was the Florentines hate to a friend become a foe, then 
- the diſpleaſure they bare toan oldand auncient enemy. They hauing long be- 
Pertwa-om fore knoyne the neceſsitic whereunto the Yeretians would tall, declared to the | 
tans and Elo- Earle, that their ruine woulde be alſo his : and that hee deceived himſelfe, if 
reauaes to hee belecued the Duke Philippo woulde eftceme him fo much in his good, as 
pane 6 hgh his euill fortune. For the occalion why the Duke offered his daughter vn- 
them, to him, was the fears wherein he ſtood-: and fith things promiſed by nece(- 
ſitie, are neuer perſormed withour neceſsitie, it behoued him till ro hold the 
Duke diſtreſſed , which without the greatneſle of the Yexetiaws, could not be 
done. Therefore, hee ought to thinke, that if the Yexetians were forced'to a- 
bandon their Countrey vppon rhe firme land, he ſhould not onely want thoſe 
commodities which he recciied by them, bur alſo all others, which of other 
men ſor feare of them he might attaince vnto. And if hee conlidered well the 0- 
ther ſtates of 7taly, he ſhould hnde {ome of them poore, and ſome others his ene- 
mies. Neither were the Florentines alone (as hee had often layd) of force ſufh- 
cient to mainteine him, So as, on euery (ide it appeared, that for him it was ne- 
ceſlarie, to mainteinethe Yer:tians mightie vppon the land . Theſe perſwalions 
ioyned with the hate which the Earle had conceiued of the Duke, for being moc- 
ked in the marriage, cauſed him conſent to the compoſition , yer would hee 
not ar that time be bound to paſſe the Riner of Po. Theſe compoſitions Were 
made in the moneth of February, the yeare 1438. Wherein, the Yenetians did 
covenant to defraie two thirds, and the Florentines one third of the _ 
And both of them rogither at their common charge, entred obligation to de- 
fend the lands which theEarle had woon in La Marce. Neither was this League 
contented with theſe forces, but vnto them they ioyned the Lord of Faenza, the 
ſonnes of 'Pandolfs Malatefia of Rimini , and Pietro Giampagols Orſino . And al- 


though with great promiſes they had perfwaded the Marqueſſe of Aantova, 
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yercould they not remone him from thie friend(hip and paic ofthe Duke, Alſothe 
Lord of Faenza, after that the League was ſetled, finding a better bargaine, reuolted 
tothe Duke, which depriued the League of hope,to be ableto pertormethe enter- 
priſes entended in Remagna. Intheſedayes, Lombarayremained thus troubled , bre- 
ſciawas belieged withthe Dukes forces, ſo ſtraightly as euerie day was feared that 
for famine it thould be forced to yeeld, And Yeronebecameſo inuironed with cne-. 
mies,that itdoubtedrhelike end,and it any of theſerwo Cities wereloſt, cuery man 
iudgedall the other preparation for the wars would beto no eftect, andthe charges 
till that time made, vtterly loſt. Neither was there found any other certaine remedy, 
thentoprocure, that the Earle Fraxceſco might paſſe into Lowbardy : Wherein were 
threedifticulties,the one in perſwading the Earleto paſſetheRiuerof Po,and make 
warre inall places. The ſecond, that the Florentines ſeemed to beat the diſcretion of 
the Duke, itthe Earle ſhould goe fromthem. Thethird was, what way the Earle 
with his forces ſhould rake,toconuey himſelfe intothecountry of Padoa,where the 
- reſt of the/enetians forces remained. Of theſethree diffcukierhe ſecond which ap- 
pertcined tothe Florentines, was moſt to be doubted, Notwithſtanding they know- 
ing the necellitic, and being weary of the/cxctians, who with all importunitie, de- 
{ired the Earle, (ſaying that without him,they ſhould beabandoned)they preferred 
the neceſlitie of others beforethe ſuſpition of themſelues. There remained alſo one 
other doubr, which way they ſhould go,and how the ſame might be made aſſured 
bythe Yeretians. Moreouer, becauic the handling ot this contract withthe Earle, 
andtheperſwading himto paſſethe Riuer Po, was appointedto Neri, the {onne of 
Gins Capponi , the Sexatethought goodto ſend him expreſly toYence, to make thar 
fauourethe more acceptablethere, and torake order forthe way,and ſafe paſſage of 
the Earle. Then was Ner: diſpatched trom Ceſena,and ina Boate conueyed to/ enice: 
where, by the Senate hee was reccined with more honour,then euer any Prince be- 
forethart time had bene. For vpon his comming , and that which by him ſhould be 
determined,they thought the-welfare of their dominion depended. Nerithen being 
broughtro preſence otthe Seate,ſpake as followeth, Moſt Noble Prince,my Lords The 0:ation 
whohaueſent mee, were hitherto euer of opinion, that the greatneſle ofthe Duke, ofNeriCap- 
would bethernineborh ofthis ſtate and of their own Common-weale.Sothat, the Pn te 
well doing of theſeſtates, muſt be your greatneſſe,and ours allo. If this had bene by nice. 
your Lordihips beleeued, we ([hould benow in better condition, and your ſtate - 
ſured fromthoſe perils, which preſently dothreatenit. Bur becauſethat in time con- 
uecnient, you haueneithergiuen vs ayd,nor countenance, we could not readily pro- 
cureremedie for your harmes,nor you, ſpeedily demaund it : as men which both in 
aduerſiticand proſperitic knew not how to behave your ſclues; forgetting that we 
are of ſuchdiſpoſition, as whomwe once loue, we will loue ener ; and whom we 
hate,wewill hate ener. The good will which we haue ever borne tothis moſt No- 
ble Sexate,your ſelues do know, and have oftentimes ſeene, by theaide we hane gi- 
uen you both in mony and men. Thediſpleafure which we haue borneto Philippe, 
is fuch,as we will alyaies beare towards his honſe,and ſothe world knoweth, Nei- 
ther is it poſsiblethat anncient hatred, can becither by new deletes or new diſplea- 
ſures cancelled. We wereand arcaſſured, that in this war, we might with great ho- 
nour haue ſtood indifferent tothe Duke, and with no greatdaunger to ourſelues, 
For though he had bene by your ruine become Lord of Lombaray, yet had there re- 
mained ſo much force in /taly, as we need not to haue diſpaired of our weildoing, 
becauſe he encreafing in ftateand power;the enmitie, & enuie towards him would 
 haucalſoencreaſed. Of which two things, warre and diſpleaſure beengendred, We 
knew alſo how great charges by eſchuing this war,we'ſhould haue auoyded, how 
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eminent perils we ſhon1d haue eſcaped : and how this warre, by our meanes might 
be remoued from Zombarsy into T o/cans. Notwithſtanding alſthelc luſpitions haue 
bene, by ourauncient affection borne to your ſtate, cancelled: and wehauedeter- 
mined to aide you, withthe lamereadie good will , wherewith we will detend our 
own,ifthe ſame ſhould be aſlaulted. Whertoremy Lords,iudging it betore all other 
things moſt neceſlarie, to ſuccour Verona and Brejcra, and thinking allo that without 
the Earlethe ſamecouldnor be, they haue ſent me hither , firſt toperlwade him to 
come into Lombardy,and make war inall places: he being heretotore{(as you know) 
bound not topaſſethe Riuer of Po, T herelorel vied with himthoſe reaſons, wher- 
with we our clues be moued. And he, (as heſeemeth)by Armes inuincible,wilnor 
be overcome with cuntefic, And that liberallitie which heſawe vs vic towards you, 
he hath bene pleaſed to ſurpaſſe the ſame. For knowing well in how great perils,af- 
ter hisdeparture,7 oſcana remained, and iceing that we haue mqre regarded your pe- 
rill,then our owne well doing ; is alſo content topreterretheſame,betore his owne, 
I am therforenow come here,to offer you the Earle with ſeuehthou{and horſe,and 
etwo thouſand foote men; readietoaſlault the enemie in whaſ place fveuer he may 
finde him. I beſeech you then, (and my Lords al{odo intreate you) that as the num- 
- berofhis ſouldiers is greater then his obligation, wherby he bound himſelftolerue, 
ſo it may pleaſe you,that your liberallitietowards him may be hkewiſeenlarged. To 
the end,that neither he ſhall repent his comming to your ſeruite, nor we belorie to 
haue perſwaded him thereunto. T his ſpeech pronounced by Neri,was with noleſſe 
attention heard of the Sexate, then it rom the mouth of ſome le, the ſame had 
oceeded, For by his words alltheaudience was ſo mooued| that they would not 
iffer the Prince(as is the cuſtome) to make any anſwere: Buteuerieman ſtood vp, 
and many of them weeping for ioy,he!d vp their hands,thanking the Florentines for 
ſo friendly an offer, and him, for hauing with ſo great diligence and ſpeede perfor- 
med the ſame. Promiſing moreouer,neuer to forget that fauoyjre,nor that any time, 
either in themſclues or in their poſterie, ſhould cancellthe memorie of this merite. 
And thattheir Common-weale, ſhonld beas much at the Florentines commande- 
ment , as their owne. Theſe curteſies and congratulations ended , they conſulted 
what way the Earle might march, totheend, that the bridges and paſſages ſhould 
be prepared. Foure waies werethenthought vpon whereby he might paſſe. The 
one from Razenna,by theſea (ide: which being narrow and ful} of mariſhes, was nor 
liked. An other was by thediret way, which being impeached by a Fortreſle called 
V ceellins,kept for the Duke, the lame ought to beſurprized deforethe Armic ſhould 
march further; which was heard to do in ſo ſhort atime, vnleſſethe occaſion of the 
enterpriſe wereomitted, the ſamerequiring greatdiligenceand ſpeede. The third 
was by the wood of Lago, where becauſe the Riuer of Po waz ouerflowed,to paſſe 
that way,ſeemednor onely hard,bur alſo impoſsible. The fourth was by the Cham- 
pion of Belogna, from thence to Ponte Pulidrane, to Cents, thro gh Finale, and Bonde- 
no, and ſoto Farrera: From whence by water and land, they might beconueyed in- 
to Padowana,thereto ioyne with the Yenetian forces. In this way , albeit there was 
maniedifficulties,and might by the enemie, in ſome places beimpeached : yet was 
it thought the beſt of all others. \VhereoftheEarleaduertiſed, with great ſpeed be- 
an his tourney ,and onthe twentith of Iune,arrined in Padoxane. The comming of 
this Captaine into Lombardy, made Yexice,and all the countrie theretobelonging,in 
reat hope. For as they ſeemed beforerodiſpaire,now they beganto hope,not one- 
y ro ho!dtheir owne, but alſo to win from others, The Earle firſt of all wentrothe 
reſcue of Verona, and the ratherto meere with Nicholo,and his Armie hemarched to 
Soane,a Caſtle builded berwixt Y icentino & Y ereneſi,and invironed by adiche: ww 
reache 
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reached from Soavetothe marith of Adice. The Earle ſeeing his paſſage bythe plaine 
ſtopped, thought to your by the mountaines,and by that way tocome neareto Ye- 
rona ; Suppoling Nicholedid not thinke , that he would takethat way _—_—_— 
ſant & mountanous:or ifhedid, he could not intime comethitherto impeach him, 
Wherefore being prouided of victuals tor eight daies , hee and his menpalledthe 
mountaine and arrmed vnder Soaxe,inthe plaine. Where,albeitlome bulwarks had 
bene made by Nichols, yet werethey not ſuch as ſtaied his paſſage. N:cholothen ſce- 
ingthe enemie aboue his expectationcomethither, fearing to tight vpondiſaduan- 
tage,retired himſelfe onthe other {ide of Adie': and the Earle without anic obſtacle, 
entred into Verona, Thus the Earle hauing performed the firſt eaterpriſe, which was 
roremouethe liege,the ſecond yer remained,to reſcue Freſc:a. This Citie is ſo ſeated 
vpon theriuer of Garda, the ſcnte wherof is ſuch,thatthoughit be beſieged by land, 
yet may it be victualled by water : which was the cauſe, why the Duke putſogreat 
forces vpon that Lage,and inthe beginning of his v1iQories, had ſurprized allthoſe 
townes which by the Lage could relieug 8reſcia. TheY enetians had alſo Gallies'vp- 
on the Lage, but they werenot of power inoughto fight with the Dukes forces, 
he Earle therefore thought fit with ſome more ſouldiersto ſtrengthenthe Nanie, 
and win thoſe townes which withheld the vittails from Breſcia. He 09799 bronght 
his Campe before Bandolino,a Caſtle vpon the Lage, hoping if that were wonne,the 
reſt would P_ yeeld. Inthat enterpriſe fortune disfauoured the Earle, for'the 
greateſt number ofhis men fell ficke :\oas, leauingthe enterpriſe, hee went-vnto 
Zeno,acaſtic bdongny to Verona,wherethe country is plentitul, & theaire whole- 
ſome. Nichols ſeeing the Earle retired : notto omit occaliontopoſlefle himſelfe of 
the Lage,left his Campear _— and with ſome choiſe menwent vntothe Lage: 
There,with great turie, heaflaulted the /Jenrtian Armie, & tookewelnearealltheit 
Gullies. After this victory,almoſtal the Caſtles vponthe Lage, yeelded vnto Nichols. 
The 7 enetians diſmaid at this his lofſe,ard fearing therby, thatthey of Breſciavwyould 
yeeldalſo,follicited theEarle,both by Letters and Meſlengers,to makeſpecdto fuc- 
courit, But the Earleſceing that bythe Lage therewas no hope torelicugir;, &by 
land it was impoſcible,byreaſon of ditches , bulwarkes, and:trenches,made 


Nt» 
cholo,lo as, whoſocuer ſhould enter, muſt goropreſent deſtruction , fan ron 
prouethe way of the mountains: wherby ,a» he had before ſauedFeroxa,ſohe hoped 
perhaps toreicue Breſcia, The Earle fortheatchiuingthereof, departed from-Zeno, 
and by the 7 ale of Acrine,marched tothe Lage of S. 4ndrea,andcame to Torkalizand 
Penda,vponthe Lage of Garde. Fromrhence he wem toTenne, and there pRnny 
Campe : becauſe, topaſſe fromthenceto Breſc:a,-it behoourd him to ſurpriſethar 
Caſtle. Nicholovnd ingtheintent of the Farle, bronghthis Armicto Prſchies 
re: and after with the Marquefſe of Mantoua,and ſome of his 6xyne choiſe fonidiers 
marched towards theEarle,and fighting rogither,Nicho/o was overthrowne, Some 


The Campe 


of his men weretaken priſoners; an other part, retired tothe Armie, %thethird of Nichoto 


oo fledrothe Nauie. Nicholothen; retired himſelfeinto Toma, andthe night 


being Piccinine de- 


come, imagined hecould not mchence,ifherarriedcitthenexrdiy:Wher. © * 


foreto eſchuerhar perill certaine;, headuentured adaunger doubtful, had 
among many his ſernants one Abnaine,a man of great ſtrength; and to himaboue 


others, ener moſ faithful, —_— 

into aſacke,he mightvpon his (h (asthough hewereſome othert 
ry himto ſome place, from whence he mighteſcape, Arthistime the Caniplyer re+ 
mained about Tenn, Neuertheleſſe, by meanex of the viQtorie theday before, ng 
order or watch was taken, ſothar this 4lmaine,the mote eaſily mightronuey 
is maiſter, Whereforetaking hini vpon his ſhoulders , (asthough he were ſome 


other 


_ 


man, thatifhee would put him: ” 1 
hing)ear- 
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Nicholo Pic- 
cinino,del1. 
rous to reco- 


uer hi» honor. 


other burthen, himſclfe being apparelled like a Porter) he paſſed throughthe Camp 
withourany1let,and ſoſaued his maiſter. This victorie, it it had bene well vſed,as u 
was happily wonne,, had mnchberter relecued Breſc1a : and the Yeneriansthereby 
ſhould haue proucd more happie. But the iame being euill vied,the ioy therevt was 
theleſſe; and Bre/cia remained inthefamedittreiie that it was before, For Nichols 
hauingrecoucred ſouldicrs, determined withthem ſumenew victorie, to blot out 
thedithonuur of the late lolle, and take irom the enctiansthe meane whereby they 
(hould reſcue &reſci. He having intel!1gence trom ſome priſoners taken inthat war, 
that the Cittadell of /er0nz was weake! y manned and guarded ſoas, calily it might 
be ſarprized : thought that Fortune thereby had viered an occalionto recouer his 
honour; andthat the new ioy of his enemie, tor the late victorie, (ſhould now for a 
laterlofſſe,be conuerted into forrow. The Citie of /cronais in Lombardy, leated at the 
foote of thoſe mountaines which diuide /ta/y trom Cermany : and is ſo builded, as it 
artaketh both of the mountaines andthe plaine, T he Riner of Ade lpringeth our 
ofthe Yale of T rents,and in the courſethereot to /taly, it deſcendeth not ſtraight into 
the plaine, bur turneth on the left hand , and pefleth by the midſt of that Cittie, Yer 
the onepart ofthe Citie towards the plaine, 15 greaterthenthe other part towardes 
the mountaines, Vpon theſe be buik two Fortrelles, the one called S, Pero, and the 
other $, Felice ; which ſeeme more ſtrong by natt:re of theſeate, then thethicknelle 
ofthe wall. For being (et high,they commaund the whole Citie, Inthe plain on this 
lidethe Adice, are toyning to the wall of there wne,, two other Fortrelles, the one 
diſtant from the other athouſand paces, one of them is named the newe Crtrarella, 
and theotherthe old Cirtadella, From the one vi theſe within, there paſletha wall to 
thevther,and is inrelped of the cowpalle,as it wereaftringtoabowe, Allthis ſpace 
berwixvthe onewallandtheother is inhabited, and called #orgovt San Zenp, T hele 
Fortreſſes, and this Borgo, Nichols Piccinino unended tofurprize, thinking theſame 
ealie,as\wellſorthenegligence of the gi;ard therin,as the ſmall care hadthereof, b 
meanetot thelate wars a knew well,that iathe warre there isno ent ic 
t 


ſocalily performed;asis that, whichthe enemieteareth not. Heetherefore making 
rainted withthe Marqueſle of Mantoxa, inthe night 


coy his metv, being acq 
ed ro Yerons, and not being there looked for,ſcaledthe walles,and wannethe 
hew Cittadell,From'thence he ſent his men into the towne,who brake thegate of $. 
Anfonio:and thereby all his horſemen entred, Thoſethat for the Yenetians kepr the 
old Cietadll, hearing firſta noyſe when the guard of the firſt Ciz2adell was ſlaine, and 
afteywhenthe gates were broken open : knew well that enemies were come, made 
Alarum;rung Belles,and ſtirred vp the | —— the Cuizens taking knows» 
e', came out inaconfuſed ſort : thoſe that were of moſtconrage, tooke Armes 
went vnto thePallace of the Rettore. Inthe meane while, Nichols had ſacked 
ob. Zeno. Thengoing forward, the Citizens knowing that the Dukes ſouldi+ 


5 ea ahead wagyocaks them , perſwadedthe Yexcti- 


' '2*' ans Rettare to fleerotheFortrefſe,thereby to fauertheir perſons, and the towne : ſay» 


ing it was betterropreſeruetheir liues, and thericheys of thecitie, till atime more tfor- 
runare; then for the-encountring ofthepreſentfirie,todicthemſelves, and vtterly 
impoueriſh thecitic;'Thenthe &ettore, and all other Yenctians whatſocuer, fled imo 


' the Fortrefſe of S. Felice. Which done, many ofthe chiefe Citizens came to Nicholo 
and tothe Marqueſſe of Mantora, beſeeching, thatit would pleaſe them, totakethar 
citiewith honour, asit wasrich,rather then withtheir (hame,to ſuffer it tobe made 
pooreamdſpoyled: And therather, becauſe they.bad neither deſerned well of their 
chiefe Lords, norin defence of therown merited any mallice of Niho/oorthe Mar- 
queſſe.Then wererhey, bath by Nicholo & the Marqueſſe comforted, and(as much 
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as in furicofthe warre might polibly be)'detended from the (poyle, N:cholothin- 
king atluredly,thatthe Earle would cometo recouer the Towne, laboured by cuc- 
rie meane to get into his hands all theſtrong places ; and thoſe which hee could not 
get, with reaches and ditches were diuided tromthe Towne : tothe end, that the 
enemie thould patle in wuh more dithcultie. The Earle Franceſco was with his men 
at Temna,and hcaring tholenewes,at the firſtthonghethe ſame vmrue,but after be- 
ing berrer aduertited ot thetroth, thou gi goody ſpeedie proceeding, toamend 
his ftormernegligeiice. And albeu his chiete Capraines of the Campe, did counſell 
him to leavethe enterprile of Veron4and Breſcra,and go to icenza,tor not being be- 
lieged of the enemieduring his aboad there ; yet would hee not be periwaded by 
them, but in any wiſetrie his tortunetorecouer that cittie : and inthe midſt of theie 
doubrtull imaginations, promiled the Proneditore of Yemce , and Barnardo ae Medici, 
© the Florentine Generall,certeinly to recouerthecitie, if any of the Fortreſſes did re- 
maine vntakentill he camethither, Thengiuing order for his journey, he with his 
ſouldiers in great haſte marched towards /erona, Whom, Nichololecing, thought 
00d,as he had benecounſelled by his Captaines, to goto Vicenza, Yet hndingthar 
the enemies marched towards the Towne,directing theircourletosS, Felice, hede- 
termined ro detend that Fort : butall too late, becaulethetrenches about the Caſtle 
were not tiniſhed,and the ſouldiers (for couctouſneſſe of the {poyle) were divided 
among them{elues,ſothat he conld not comethither ſoone inough, For 1,jeFarles 
ſouldiers had before approached the Fortreſle, and fromthence with good ſucceile 
and diſhonour of Vjcho{s, reconered the citie, Whotogither with the Marquellc of Verona reece 
Mantoua fled firſt tothe Cittadel!, and fromthence, to Aantowa, Where aſſembling B,.16 rn. 
the remaine of their ſaued ſouldiers, they ioyned with the others, that belieged cc(co. 
Breſcia, Thus was Verona in fouredaies by the Dukes Army , both wonne and loſt, 
TheFarleafterthis victorie(being at that time winter, and thecold great) had with 
much ditficnltie victualled Zreſcia,and wentto remain in Yerona : giuing order,that 
certaine Gallies ould tarry that winterat Torbalj, tothe end, that at the ſpring of 
the next yeare, be might be ſtrong both by ſeaand land for thereſcue of Breſcie. The 
Duke ſeeing the warre for that time ſtaied, and his hopeto ſurpriſe /erona & 3reſera 
remooned, wherofthe Councell, and the money of h Florentines Was the occali- 
on, and that they con1dnot bealtered fromtheloueof the Yeretians, ſor any iniuric 
they had receiued of them,nor for any promiſe he could makethem; determined (to 
the end they ſhou!d ſhortly reape truite of thoſe ſeedes they had ſowne) to aſlaulr 
T oſcana : being theno encouraged by the baniſhed men of Florence, and by Nichols, 
Nicholo was thereto moued with the delire he hadto winnethe poſſetsions of Brac- 
cio,and drinethe Earle out of Za Afarca, Andthe Florentines deſiredto returne to The Duke 
their Country, So either oftheſe, with reaſons according totheir owne delire, per- perivadedby 
ſwadedtheDuke. Nichelotoldehim,that himſelſe mightbe ſent into Toſcana, and Ni512l2 and 
Breſcia might neuertheleſle be ſtill beſieged; for the Duke was Lorde of the Lage, Floremtines, 
and hadthe ſtrong places belonging to the Towne well turniſhed : the Capraines {2 *9aut To: 
there remaining,and men inovghto encounter the Farle whenſoener he ſhould at-  * 
remptany other enterpriſe ; which withoutthe reſcue of Breſcia hee could not, and 
to reſcue it, was impoſible. Sorthat hemight make war inT oſcana, and yet not leaiie 
the enterpriſe in Lombardy. Hee told him moreouer,that the Florentines wereentor- 
ced ſoſooneas hecame into T o/cana,to renokethe Earle,or elſeloſe it: lothar if any 
of theſe rwothings cametopaſle,the victorie would follow. The baniſhed men al- 
ledged,that if Vicholawith his Armvdid draweneare to Florence, it was impolsible 
but that the people(being wearieof charges, and the inſolency of the great men) 
wouldtake Armes againſtthe Gouernours. They ſhewed alſo bow ealieit was ei 
approac 
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approach Florence, promiſing to makethe way openthrough Caſentino, by meanes 
ot the friendſhip which &zal4o had with that Earle. T hus the Duke, firſt diſpoſed of 
him{elte, and alter confirmed by perlyalions ot thete men,relolued vponthus enter- 
riſe, The Yexet1ans on the other part,norwithſtanding the bitterneticotthe winter, 
tailed notto call vponthearle with all his torces to ſuccor Breſcia, Which the tarie 
anſwered could not be in that time done, bur ot force muſttarrie the ipring of the 
yeare:and inthe mean time preparean Army by water, ſo as both by water and land 
it might attime conuenient be releeued. Hereupon the Yenetians became foriv and 
ſlow 19 all their prouitions , which was the cauie that intheir Army many people 
dicd. Of alltheſe things the Florentimes being aduertited, began tomiltruſt:leeingihe 
warreathand,and no great good done in Lembardy, The tuſpitionalſowhich they 
had of the Popes ſouldiers , did, greatly perplex them : not becauſe the Pope was 
their enemie, but for that they ſawe thoſe ſouldiers more obedient tothe Patriarke, 
their morrall foe,more then tothe Pope himſelie.Gronwanm Y ittelleſchi Cornetans, was 
The Parriike firſt Notaric Apoſtolicall,atter Biſhop of 2:canatr then Patriark of Alcſſarndria,and at 
I length after all theſedignities, become Cardinall, & was called the Cardinall of Flo- 
the Pope, 7ence. This Cardinall being a man both couragios and craftie, & ſuch a one,as was 
by the Pope ſo greatly beloued, as thereby he became Generall of all the forces be- 
longingto the Church : and was Capraine in all enterpriſes that the Pope rooke in 
hand,&iier in Toſcana, Romagna, theKingdome, or the Citic of Rome. Whereby he 
wonneſuchrepnration among the people, and lo great authoritie vnderthe Pope, 
that the Po e himſetfe ſtood indoubt how to commaund him, andthe people did 
onely dey him, and no other, At ſuch time as the newes came, that Vicholo would 
_ into Toſcana,this Cardinall with his —_— happenedto beat Rome : where- 
y the Florentines feare was doubled, becauſe that Cardinall after the baniſhment of 
Kinaldo,had ever bene enemicto Florence : for that the pacification among the faCti- 
ons of Florence made by his meanes, were not obſcrued, bur ail thin «doneto the 
>" "9am preiudice of Rinaldo,who had benethe occalionthat Armes were laid down,which 
eAlbz, ganc his enemies good means to baniſh him. Thenthe Gouernors of the ſtate, ima- 
ined thetime come to reſtore Rmaldoot his lofles, if with Nichols (being comeinto 
T oſcana)they ioyned their forces : buvtherot they doubted the more by the vntime- 
ly departure of Nichs/otrom Lombardy , who leſt there an enterpriſe halte wonne, to 
beginanother moredoubrſull: which he would not do, without fomenew inteili- 
ence, and ſecret ſubtiltic. Of this their miſtruſt they had enformed the Pope, who 
Gadln his owne errourin giuing toan other ouvermuch autheritie. But whenthe 

Florentines 50d thus doubrfull what to do, Fortune found then a meane, whereb 
ro aſſurethe Patriarke, That ſtate, in thoſetimes mainteined diligent eſpials, to ail. 
couer What Letters were broughtrooand tro, and thereby conceiued, ifany thing 
were practiſed to the preiudicethereof. It happened that at Monte Palliciazo, ſome 
Letters weretaken, which the Parriarke without conſent ofthe Pope, wrote vnto 
Nichols Piccinino. Thoſe Letters by the Generall of the warre,were preſently ſent vn- 
tothe Pope; And although they were written in Carects vnuſed, ſoasnocertaine 
ſence could be madeof them : yet this obſcuritie, rogither withthe praQiſe of the 
= poyetee enemie;bred ſo great (uſpition inthe Pope,as he determined toaſſure himſelfe. The 
the Pacriarke, Charge of this ation he committed to Antonio Rido of Padona, being then Captaine 
of the Caſtle in Rome. Ridohaving receined this Commiſion , was readie to obey 
the Popes commandement, aſpeCting an opportunitie to performethe ſame. The 
Parriarke being determined to goe into T oſcand, and minding the next day todeparr 
from Reme,defired the Capraine Ridotoarrend for him inthe morning vpon the Ca- 


ſt!eBridge, ar ſuchtime as hee ſhould paſſethat way. Antonio Ridothoughtthen a 
4 good 
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good occaſion was preſented : and gaueorder to his men what ro do, tarrying for 

the comming of the Patriarke, vpponthe Bridge, which \vay of neceſsitic he muſt 

paſſe, hard bythe Caſtle. So ſoone as hee was arriued vppon that part , which vſed 

to be drawne vp, Kidogauec his mena ſignerodrawethe Bridge and (hnt the Parri- 

arke into the Caſtle , which was performed. So asof a Generall to the Armie, 

the Patriarke was become a priſoner in the Caſtle, The people that followed 741, pariake 
him, atthe firſt murmured , but SE RIIER Popes plealure, pacitied them- m:de priſoner 
ſelues. The Captaine did comfort him with curteous wordes, and perlyaded 
himrohope well. To whome the Patriarke aunſwered , that great perſonages 

were not wont firſt to be apprehended, and after fer at libertie, For Few 
deſerue impriſonment, .did not merite to bee enlarged, and ſo ſhortly after died 
.4n priſon, | After his death, the: Pope appointed Generall of his Armic, Z94- 

wico Patriarke of Aquilea., Who albeit before that time wou!d not intermed- 
.dle with the warre, berwixt the League and the Duke; yet wasthencontentto 

rake the ſame in hande : promiling to be readie to defende'T o/cans with foure 
thoulande Horſe, and two thouſande footemen. The Florentines delivered of 

this teare, ſtood yetin doubt of Nichols, and miſtruſted the confuſion of matters 

in Lombardy, by reaſon of the diucrlitic of opinions berwixt' the Yenetians and 

the Earle. Wherefore, to bee more fullic aduerriſed, of their mindes, they 

ſent Neri the ſonne of Gizs Capponi, and Guiliano de _A nanzati,to Venice. Whom 

they gaue in Commiſsion , to determine in what forte the Warre ſhoulde bee 

made the next yeare following . Commaunding Ner: , that fo ſoone as hee 
ynderftoode the mindes. and opinions of the Yenetians, hee ſhoulde goe vnto 

the Earle, to knowe his; and perſwade him to thoſe thinges, which for the 

welfare of the League ſhonlde bee thonght meete and neceſſarie. Theſe Em- 
baſſadours beeing in-their ioutney not ſo tarre as Farrara, had.intelligence, that 

Nicholo P:ccinino\vith fixe thouſande horſe was paſſed the Po. Which newes mo- 

ued themro makethe more ſpeede, Being arrined at Yerice, they found the Se- 

mate fully determined , that Breſcia without any delaic ſhould bereſcued, becauſe, 

that Cittie,, could neither-tarry vnreleeued till the next Spring, nortill the Nauie 

by water were z bur ſhould be inforced tor want of aide, to yeelde vnto 

the enemie: which would makethe Duke victorious, and occalion the !ofle of atl 

their ſtate, vpon the firme land. Neri therefore went fromthencer&Ferona, to heare 

whatthe Earle couldalledge tothe contrary. Who by many reaſons declared , that 

for the preſent, it werenoturtherance; but rather an impeachment of the enterpriſe 

ro marchtowards Breſcza. For, conlidering the ſeaſon of the yeare, and the ſeate of 

the Cutie, no-good could bedone, bur great diſorder , and to the ſouldiers great 

trouble would follow thereof. Sothat , whenthe Spring ſhould be come, andthe 
ſeaſon fir forthe aQtion, the Army muſt be enforcedto returneto 7erona, for prouili- = 
on of thoſethings, whichthe winter had conſumed. By reaſon whereof ,all thetime Her bo 
fit for warre, ſhould be ſpent in going and returning. There was ſent to Yerona with 

the Earle fortheconfultation of thele matters, Or/ato Giz#tiniani , and Giouen Piſant. 

"With theſe Commilsionersafter much diſputation, it was concluded, thatthe Ye- , 
netians ſhould gine vntothe Earle for the next yearetocome,, fourcſcorethouland ye Drona | 
Duckertgs, and toeuerie one of his ſouldiers, fortie, And that they ſhould fol- 2aioft the 
licite th leto march with his whole Armie, ang affank the Duke. To the 2* 
ende, that hee, for feare of his owne counrey ſhould be forced toreuoke Vichs!o 

into Lowbardy. After whith concluſion, the Embaſſadours returned to Yerice. N:- 

thelo Piccinino in this meane ſpace proceeded in his journey, & was arrined at Fomw- 

£#4 : Wherehe periwaded ſo far with the —_— Pandolphor M alateita, that they 
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abandoned the Yenet;ans, and ioyned withthe Duke. T heie newes were diſpleaſant 
tothe/enctians, and much more dilplealant to the Florentines , becauſethey 
by that way to haue reſiſted Nicho/o. But ſecing the CAalate#i rebelled , they 
were thereat amazed , andthe more, for the teare they had that Grarypegols Orſi- 
ze, their Captaine, (who at that time was in the countrey of Malateits) ihould be 
defeated, and they fodilarmed. . Theſe occurrents alſo diſmayed the Earle, fea- 
Theſpeech of ring t© loſe £4 HMarca, if Nichols paſſed into Toſcans. And intendingto goe vn- 
pr re hong to | ar of his owne, came firſt toYenice, where he declared vnto the Prince, 
Seam of Ve- that his comming into Toſcana, was improhtable tor the ue. Becauſe the 
nice = yyarrewas ener tobe made, where the Armic and Generall of the enemicis, and 
not where their Townes are, or their priuate Garriſons, For it the Armie bee 
ouerthrowne the warre is ended : but though the Townes be wonne, andthe 
Armie beleft whole; the warres for the moſt part becommeth moreliuely. Then 
hee'enformed him, that La Marca and Toſcana were loſt , it good reliſtaunce 
were not made againſt Nicholo, Of which lofſe, Lombardy had no remedie. Cr 
if it had, hee meaned not to abandon his owne ſubiects and friendes. For , be- 
ing come a Lordeinto Lombardy, hee would not depart thence , as aprinate Ca 
opus: taine, Heereunto the Prince aunſwered, it was athing moſt manifeſt , that ifhe 
the Earle, did goe from Lombardy, and with his Armie repaſſe the Po, that all their ſtate vp- 
pon the firme land, ſhould beloſt , andthat they would nor ſpend any more vpon 
the defence therof. For it were follie, to defend athing,which by nomeane could 
be holden. And lefſe diſhonour it were to loſe the countries onely,thentoloſethe 
country and their money alſo. Bur if it ſhould (o fall out, that theſe things were loft, 
it ſhould thereby appearce how greatly it ſtood the Yenetians vppon, to defende 
T oſcana and RK » They were therefore altogither contrarie to his opinion, 
for they bel that whoſocuer were victorious in Lombardy, .could allo hauc 
viQoricinall other ow And it was calie tohauethe viQorie, becauſethe Duke 
and his co was e weake by thedeparture of Nichols: ſoas hee mightbe 
opprelled, that either hee could revoke Nichols, or be pronided of other re- 
medie. Moreouer, who ſo wiſely conlidereth all things, ſhould ſee, that the Duke + 
had ſent Nichols into T oſcana,to no other end, thentoremoouetheEarlefromthoſe 
enterpriſes, & make that war in other places,which hee now had at home. Sotharin 
rſuing him(ifbefore hee found no extreamenecelsitie) hee ſhould execute that 
which he had in hand,and be owner of his intent. But if the men of warre were ſtil! 
imployed b6th in Lombardy and inT oſcana, Kowſoeuer it cametopaſſe , hee ſhould 
ouerlate finde his m—__ , and in time ſee that without remedie hee had loſte 
Lombardy,and gained nothing in Toſcana. T hus euerie one hauing ſaid andreplied 
R-ſolurion of according to his opinion , it was concluded , that a ſtaieforatewe dayes ſhould be 
the venenans made, toſee what effett RO _ berwixt the Malate#ti and Nicholo would 
Francclco. bring foorth : and whether the Florentines could imploy Giampagolo : and whe- 
ther the Pope did faithfully deale with the League, as hee had promiſed; This 
concluſion made, ſhortly after they were aduertiſed , that the Malate#i had con- 
deſcended to the agreement, rather for feare, then any euill intent: and that Pietro 
Giampagolo with his ſouldiers, were marched towardes Toſcana, and the Pope 
was more willing to aide the League, then before time hee had bene. Theſe 
aduertiſements ſatisfied the Earles minde. Soas he became contented that him- 
ſelfe might remaine in Lombardy : and Nery Capponi ſhoulde returne to Florence, 
with a thouſande of his Horſe, and fine hundreth others And if it did fo fall 
out in Toſcana, that the preſence of the Earle were there needfull and neceſ- 
faric , that then hee ſhoulde wryte vnto him, and the Earle ( without anie 
: reſpeA) 
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re(pe)be diſpatched thither. Neri with his forces arrined at Florence,inthe moneth 
of Aprill. And the ſame day ,Giampagolocamethither, Inthe meane time N:chols Pic- 
cinino having ſetled allthings in Komagna, determined to come into 7 oſcana, and de- 
firing to patieby the Alpes of S. Benederto, andthe Vale of Montone, found thoſe 
places by the vertue of Nichols de Piſa, lowell defended, that heethought all his 
power too littte, Moreouer, becauſethe Florentineswere not well furniſhed ci- 
ther of Captaines or ſouldiers, for this ſuddeine aflault , they had ſent diuerſe Ci- 
tizens to the paſſages of thoſe Alpes, with footemen leuied in haſte, for that 
purpole. Amongſt whome was 5artholomeo Orlandini : and to him was appointed 
the keeping ofthe Caſtle of cMarra4, with the paſſage of thoſe Alpes. Nzicholo 
Pucinins fappoling hee could not goe by S. Benezetts forthe vertue of him that 
detended TL. way , yet thought hee it ealie to paſſe by the other which Bartho- 
lomzo kept : perſwaded theretoby the cowardice of that Captaine. Arad; is a 


Caſtle built atthe foote of thoſe Alpes, which diuide Toſcana from Romagns, But | 


on that (ide which istrowardes Rom.gna, in the beginning of the Vale of Lamona, 
although it bee without walles, yer the Ritter, the Mountaine, and the inhabi- 
taunts of the countrey doo make it ftrong. For the men be warlike and faithtuil. 
The Riner hathalſo worneintothelande, and madeſo deepe caues and places, as 
it is impoſsiblero approach it bythat Vale, ſo long as one little Bridge bee deten- 
ded. And on that f1detowardesthe Mountaines, the ſhoare is ſo ſteepeas maketh 
it moſt aſſured. Notwithſtanding, the cowardice of Barthelomes was fuch, as made 
thoſe people become baſe minded, and the ſeatero ſeeme ot no forceatall. Foro 
ſoone as the noyſeof the enemie was heard, hee abandoned his charge, and with 
his ſouldiers fledde away , neuer ſtaying till hee came to Boreo S. Lorenzo. Ni- 
cholo entered into the places reakr wa e > much maruelling that they were not 
better defended. And being glad of that hee had gotten, came downe into Ms- 

ello, where hee firprized ſome Caſtles; and at Puliciano heelodged his Campe. 
From thence hee ſpoyled all the Countrey , to the Mountaines of Fieſo/e. Hee 
was alſo ſobolde, as heedoubred not topaſle the Riuer of Arno, forraging and 
ſpoyling en G__y within three myles of the Cittie of Florence. The Floreatines 
on the other (ide were nor diſmayed , but before all other thinges ſetled the go- 
uernment, Whereof they could not much doubt, as well for the good will 
the people bare vnto Coſmo, as becaule the chiete Othices, were aliens into 
the nel of a fewe mightie Cntizens, who with their ſeueritic handled the mat- 
ter ſo, thatthey aſſured themſelues of eerie man, that ſhewed themſelues diſcon- 
rented, or delirous of Innoualion, They knewe alſe by the contract made in 
Lombardy, with what Forces Neri returned , and they locked allo for other ſoul- 
diers, to come from the Pope, which till the comming of Ne, made them 
hope well. 'But Ver _ the Cittie in theſe diſorders, and teares , deter- 
mined to goe into the field, ſomewhzt to bridle the turie of N:cholo, that hee 
ſhould not ſo much at his pleaſure ſpoyle the countrey. Then making a band 
of certaine footemen, the people with all the horſes they had went our, and re- 
coueref Remole, whichthe enemies had taken. Therethey encamped thernſelnes, 
empeaching NVicholoto proceed in his nf ee eauc hopeto the Citizens to van- 
quiſhtheenemie, Nichols ſeeing that the enemies hauing loſt their ſouldiers, moo- 
ned not: and vnderſtanding alſo,with what ſecuritiethey lined inthat citie , deter- 
mined not toloſe time, but enterpriſe ſome other thinges. To the ende that the 
Florentin's might have occaſion to ſende out their Forces and fight with him. 
And if the victorie prooued his, then hee hoped that all other maners ſhould 
profperouſly follow. In the Campe of Nichols, _ Earle of Poppr happened 
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The rake of 10 be. He inth@time (that the enemies were in Mzge!(o) rebelled fromthe Flaren- 
Poyprrebel- Fines, With whgin he had bene betore in League, And albeit the Florentines be- 
pn tbe fore miſtruſtedthat hee would ſo doo, yet thought they to have bonnde him 
reninet With benefites; and to that ende encreaſed his entertainment, and made him 
Gouernour outr all their Townes neare vatohim, All which notwithſtanding 
(ſo great ſtrength had the loue which hee bare to the contrarie faction) that no 
benefite nor ng feare , could force him to {orget , the affection hee bare to &inal- 
do, and the others that gouerned in times paſt, Inſo much, as when hee vnder- 
ſtood that Nicholodrewe neare, ſuddeinly hee 1oyned with him , and perſwaded 
him with all carneſtic to goe from the Cutie, and pale into Caſextino : ſhewing 
him the ſtrength of that countrey, and with what ſccuritie , hemight fromthence 
diſtreſſe the enemic. XNicholo was well content to be aduiled by his counſell, 
and come into Caſentino, ſurprized Romana and B1biena,and after lodged his Campe 
at the Caſtle S:Nicholo. This Caſtle is ſeated at the foote of thule mountaines 
which divide Caſentino trom the Vale of A:x0, and byreaſon the ſeate there- 
of is high, and the place well manned, the taking thereof prooved hard: not- 
withſtanding that Nichelo did with his Artillarie continually make the batterie, 
This ſiege a continued more then twentie dayes, In which time , the Flo- 
rentines aſſembled their Forces at Figghtm, to the number of foure thouſande 
horſe; vnder the conduct of Pictro Cimptgo/o, the Generall , Neri Caponi, and 
Barnardo de (Medici Commiſſaries. To them toure Meſſengers were ſent from 
the Caſtle of Saint Xzcholo to delire their aide . d hoſe Commiſiaries having 
conlidered the'ſeate of that place, foiinde they con!d not reſcue it anie other 
way , then by the Alpes, which come from the Vale of A770, and the tops 
of them might] be poſſeſſed by the enemie, before they could come thither, as 
well for that TY were nearer , as that they could not goe vnknovyne. So as; 
they ſhould artempt athing to no purpoſe, and hazard the ruine of their ſoul- 
diers. Thereuppon the Captaines commeniding their hdelitie, commaunded . 
them, that if they were not able anie longer to defende themſelues, that then 
they ſhould'yge!de, Thus Nichols prenailed in that enterpriſe, and poſſeſſed 
this Caſtle inthe ende of thirtie rwo dayes, aſter hee and his Campe had beſieged 
it. And for {9 great a loſlc of time, vbteyned this ſmall, victorie, which was 
the greateſt ochalion whereby a greatcr enterpriſe was not performed, For it 
hee had fill coptinued with his Campe before Florence, he had ſorced thoſethar 
gouerned, to [quie money amongſt ihe Cirtizens , prepare Forces, and make eue- 
ric other proutſion, with more dithcultie, the cnemie being ſo neare at hand, 
manie of the Cirtizens would alſo hane bene defirous of peace, to aſſure them- 
Nicholo euill ſelues from Nidbolo, ſeeing the warre likely to continue. Burt the deſire which 
counlelled by the Earle of P4ppi had to bee reuenged of ſome Capraines of Caſtles, who had 
mg ©* beene long his enemies, did leade him to gine that connfaile : And Nichols for 
his ſatisfaction, followed the ſame; which was the deſtruQtion both of the one 
and the other. | Whereof may be conceined, that for the moſte part, the par- 
ticuler paſsions of men, doo hinderthe publique commoditie. Ncholo follow- 
ing the viQorie, ſurprized Raſsins and Chinſi, In thele places, theEarle of Pop- 
pi, perſwaded him to tarrie, declaring that hee might diſperſe. his Forces into 
Chiaſi, Capreſe, $ Piexe : by that meanes to become Lord of the mountaines, and 
at his pleaſure {deſcende from thence, into Caſentino, into the Vale of (_{rno, 
ro the Vale of Chians , and the Vale of Texeri, and bee alſo readie , fo aun- 
were to anye; motion whatſoeuer, that the Enemie coulde make . But Nj. 
chels conſiderihg the barreinneſſe of thoſe places, aunſwered , that his Horſes, 
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did not eate ſtones, and ſo went tothe Borgo of S.Sepulchro, where he was fricndly 
received, From thence hee practiſed to winne the fauoure of the inhabitants, of 
the Cittic called Caifells : who being friendes to the Florentines, refuſed him, Al- 
ſo deliring to haue the Perngm! at his devotion, hee went with fortic horſe vn- 
to Perugia : and was receiued (being there a Citizen borne) verie louingly, yet 
within tewe dayes after hee became ſuſpected, For albeit both with the Gouer- 
nour and the Citizens , hee practiſed manie things , yet nothing was brought to 
paſſe. Bat receiuing of them cight thouſand Duckets he returned to thECamp. 
Then hee deuiſed how to take Cortona fromthe Florentines, which beeing diſco- pradiſe ro 
uered before the time ol execution, that deuiſe came net to effect, Among the ſurpriſe Gor- 
chiefe Citizens of that Towne, Was Bartholomes di Senſo, who one eucning go- 
ing by commaundement of the Capraine to take the Guard of one of the gates, 
was by a Countrey man his friende, aduiſcd not to goe thither, vnleſſe hee were 
content theretobe ſlaine. Bartholomes detirous to vnderſtand the bottome of that 
matter, founde there were ſome praCtiſe made with Nichols : which Bartholomeo 
by authoritie of the Caprtaine reuealed, and made ſure the chicte of the conſpi- 
racie, Then doubling the Guarde of the Gate, tarried there till Vichs!o did 
come. \Vho at his arrivall, vnderſtanding the matter was diſcouered , retur- 
ned to his Camp. During that thinges were in Toſcana thus handled, and 1hzt 
the Dukes ſouldiers had gained little : Lombardy grewe vnquiet, viuh lofle ard 
diſaduanntage of the Duke . Bocauſe the Earle Franceſco , lo foone as the lea- 
ſon of the yeare ſuffered , came foorth with his Armie to the held, and for tha: 
the enectians had ſiipplicd their Forces vppon the Lake, the Earle thought gud 
firſt to make himſelte Lorde of the Water, and thea driue the Duke trom the 
Lake : (which done) all other thinges would be ealily brought to paſſe. Then 
with the Nanie of the Yerctians, he afſavited the Dukes Gallies, and or the vic- 
toric. Hee allo tooke thoſe Caſtles which were holden of the Duke. In fo 
much, as the Dukes other ſouldiers who belteged Breſcia by lande, vnderſtan- 
ding this ouerthrowe, retyred. In this forte was Breſcia after three yeares liege 4... 7... 
delinered. This victorie had, the Earle marched towardes his enemies , who Breiciazemo- 
were come to Soxcino, a Caſtle vppon the Riner of 2glio, where hee diflod- v4 
ged them, and forced them remooue to Cremona, There the Duke made head, 
and on that ſide defended his Countries . But the Earle day by day drawing 
nearer , and the Duke fearing to loſe either all or part of his Countrey , founde 
how vnaduiſedly hee had done to ſende Niho!s into Toſcana, And to amende 
that errour hee wrote vnto Njcholo in what rearmes hee ſtood : praying him, 
with what ſpecd he poſtiblie might, to leaue Toſcana, and returne into Lombardy, 
The Florentines in this meane ſpace, by order of their Generalles, had ioyned 
their ſonldiers with the Popes Forces, and made head at _Anghiar:, a Caſtle at the 
foote of the mountains, which dinided the Vale of Tezere,fromthe Vale of Chiana, 
foure myles from S, Sepulchro, where the heldes be large to receive Horſe men, 
and fit for all ations of warre, And becanſe they had intelligence of the Earles 
victorie , and the reuocation of Nichols, they thought that without the ſword, 
or more labour, the warre was ended. Therefore wrote vnto their Generals 
not to fight, for that Nichols could not manie dayes remaine in Toſcana, This 
Commilſsion became knowne to Nichalv, who ſeeing that of necelsitie hee muſt 
depart : to leaue nothing vnattempred , hee determined to fight , ſuppoſing to 
finde the enemie altogither vnprouided, and not looking for anye Bartaylc 2t 
all, Whereunto hee was alſo animated and encouraged by Rina/Zo, the Earle 
of Poppi, and dinerſe other baniſl ed men of Florexce , who knewe theyr, 
N 3 owne 
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i$nto be certaine, if Vicholo did remone thence : but by ſighting they 
hoped eirhertoWwinnethe victorie, or loſe it with honor, T his reſolution made,the 
Army marched from the place where it was, till it came betyweenethe Cities of Ca- 
Helloand Borgo,qnd being cometo Boygo, betore thatthe enemies kneiy thereol, le- 
uied from the Towne twothouſand men, whotruſting to the vertne of the Cap- 
taineand his prqmiſes, being detirous of ſpoyle, (ollowed him, Then Vihalowich 
his Army, marched in Battle-wiſe towar1s 4ng/4477, & was within two miles oſthe 
enemie orleſſe, when by Michel-tro Attendulo was (cene a great duſt, whoknuwing 
the enemiestoþethere, warned eucric man to prepare himſelfe. Thenoyle inthe 
Florentine Campe was great ; becaule that Army eacamped for the moſt part with- 
out Diſcipline,qnd ſuppoled the encinic to be fat off, fo all the Florentizes were more 
readieto fliethgn fight. For euery man was far from his own lodging,and dilarmed, 
either toretreſhhimlelfeinthar hotte ſeaſon, or totake ſome other delight, Yet (© 
great was the diligence of the Gouernovrs and the Captaine, that before the ene- 
mies approachgd,they were on horlebacke, and PR toteliſtthe charge. And 
as Aichelettowias the firſtto diſcouer the enemies, lo was he alſo the firſtthat char- 
ged them, andfvith his ſouldiers made ſpeede to winnethe Bridge which crofleth 
the way not farfe from Anghtari. And becaile before the comming ofthe enc- 
mie, Pietro Cianppagolo had cauſed the ditches tobecaſtdowne , which are on cither 
ſidethe waie : Aicheletto ſtanding againſt the Bridge, Simoncino the Popes Co- 
ronel!, rozithet with the Legate, ſtaicd on the right hand, and onthe left hand 
flood the Commillaries for Florence, and the forte mea placed along the River. 
Then had the }enemie no other way open whereby hee might charge, but by 
the Bridge, Neither had the Florentineg ro fight but onely vppon the Bridge, 
faning that he) commannded their foonen that if the ſootemen of the eac- 
mie did goe tqwardes the meh of Armes ; that then they with their Crofſe- 
bowes {kould charge them : to the ende that the Florentive horſemen inpalsin 
the Bridge, ould not bee hurt on the ſide. So that they that gaue the ff 
charge were by Aicheletts brauely reliſted : but afterwardes _1#oreand Fran- 
ceſco Piccinino With their choyſc bandes, ſo furiouſly charged Micheletto, as they 
the Bridge, and draue him to the foote of the hill, whichlea- 
hiari. Aﬀer that they were put backe by him, and forced to 
the Bridge, and hee alſo charged them —_— the ſide. This 
fight continued two houres, for ſometime XNho!s, and ſometimes the Floren- 
tines, were Loydes of the Bridge. And although yppon the Bridge they were 
of equall force, yet both onthat,and this ſide of the Bridge, Nichols fought with 


great diſaduantage. Becauſe whenthe ſouldiers of N:holo had paſſedthe Bridge, 
t 


enemies ſtrong vppon that ſtraight, and could not with like ad- 
uantagebe charged : and tHoſe that were wearte , might eaſily be, by freſhmen 
ſupplied. But when the Flerentines happened to paſſe, Vicholo could notſo com- 
modiouſly relfeue his wearied men, 'beeing ſtraightned and holden in, with 
ditches and es : So as, thongh manietimes Nichols had wonnethe Bridge, 
yet by the ſupplie of freſh enemies, hee was ener driven backe. But when 
the Bridge ws by the Florentines alſuredly wonne, and that their forces were 
entered into the waie , Nicholo wanted time, through the furic of the enemie, 
and the inconjmoditie of the place, to ſupplie his fouldiers. For they of the 
Vangarde wete forced to mixt themſelues , with the Rearewarde : and ſo the 
one diſordering the other , all the whole Armye was forced to flie, and eue- 
rie man withþut anie reſpeQ ranne towardes the Towne, Then the Floren- 


tine (ouldiers þeganne to ſpoyle: which ſpoyle of priſoners, armovr, and horſes, 
was 
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was great, For with Nicho/othere was not ſauedaboue one thouſand horſes, They 
of the Borgo, who in hope of ſpoyle had followed Nichols, were of ſpoilers, be- 
comea (ſpoyle, bicauſethey were alltakenand put toranſome, Their eniignes and 
carriages were loſt, andthe victorie was much more prokitable for Toſcana, then 
reiudiciall forthe Duke, For ifthe Florentznes had loſtthebattell, Toſca had bene 
is, but he loſing the bartel!, loſt no other thing but the armour and horſes of his 
Army , which with plentie of money might be reconered, Neither could any 
warre bemade in the countrey ofanother leſſedangerous, then was the warre of 
thoſe dayes, For in ſogreat an overthrow, and ſolong a fight (which continued 
from twentie to foure and twentic of the clock) more were not laine then one 
man, and healſonot hurt by the vertue ofany other, but being falne from his horſe, 
was trodden vpon with horſes, and ſodied : with fo great ſecuritie men fought in 
that age. The reaſonthereof is, that forthemoſt part the ſouldiers fought on horſe- 
back, and couered with armour, they were defended from death till | oo yeelded. 
And therefore finding theſelues ableto fight, they ſodid,and being not longer able, 
they yeelded. This conflict (for matters which happened both in and aſter the 
fight) wasa ſigne ofthe _ —_— ofthoſe warres, bicauſe the enemies be- , 
ing vanquiſhed, and Nicholo returned into Borgo, the Gouernours ofthe Florentizes = 
would hauefollowed,and beſteged him thereto hanethe vitorie fullie. Burſome | 
ſouldiers, and ſome Captaines allo, refuſed ro obey them, ſaying they would firſt 
carrie away the ſpoile, and cure the hurt men. Alſo (athing more notable)thenexr 
day at high noone, without leaue or reſpect either of the Gonernours or of the Ge- VVane of dif- - 
nerall, the ſouldiers went vnto Arezzo, and there beſtowed their ſpoile (which —_— inthe 
done) they returned to Anghizri. A thing ſomuch againſt all order Militarie and Campe. 
Diſcipline of warre, thatthe remaine of any Army well ordered, might and would 
calily and ax3chmy, hauerecouered that vitorie,whichthe Florentines vndeſer- 
uedly had gotten. Belides this, the Gouernours commaunding that all ſouldiers | 
taken, ſhould be ſtayed, tothe end,that the enemy might not grow and ſodeinly re- © 
couer ſtrength, yet were they pony delivered. All which things aregreatly to 
be meruailed at. Firſt, how in ſuchan Army,there ſhonld be wm, 4 towin 
victorie: And then, how there cou!d be in any enemy ſolittle value, as would beof 
ſo diſordered a people oppreſſed. But while the Florentines went, and returned = 
from Arezz9, Nichologained timeto go with his ſouldiers from Borgo,and marched + 
rowards Romagna, With whomealſo fled the Florentine Rebels, who ſeeing all hope _ 
failed for their returne to Florence, they denided themſelues, and euery mantooke | 
his owne way,ſome remaining in taly, and ſome withont,as they could find meane | 
to beſtow themſelues, Of which number was &ina/do, who made his habitationar * 
Ancona: from whence (the rather to gaine himſelfe a celeſtial! countrey) haning | 
loſt his dwelling vpon earth, he went vnto the Sepulchre of Chriſt, and being re- | 
turned home, at the marriage ofone of his daughters fitting at the rable, ſodeinly +1. geath of - 
died: wherein fortune did fauour him, that inthe day of his laſt forrow [he called Rinaldo de 
him away. A man in euery fortune honourable, and would haue bene much more *** 
honourable, had he bene eter inaCirtie vndeuided. Bicauſe many times thoſe his 
vermnes which in a fattious Cittie did hinder him, in a Cittie vnited would have 
aduanced him. TheCommiſſaries then ſeeing the ſonldiers returned from Avez20, 
and Nicholo departed, preſented themſetnes before Borgo. The Borgheſi offered to 
yeeld to the Florentines, but they refuſed to reteiverhem. And in compounding 
thisagreement, the Popes Legat grew ſuſpitious ofthe Commilſſaries, fearing they 
intended totakethat Towne fromthe Church 7inſomuch,/as they grew to words 
of offence, and ſomediſorder won!d hane followed berwixt the Florentine andthe | 
| -Popes 
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Popes ſouldiers gif the matter had bene more ſpoken of. But bicauſe euery thing 
« pailed _— rothe Legars de.ire, all anger was pacifed. Whilethis aflault of 
&orgo cominued y aduertiſements were giuen, that Azchelo Piccinins was gone to- 
wards &eme,and (as others ſaid) towards £4 Marci, Whereupon the Legat,and the 
reſt thought good to marche towards Perugia, to ſlucconr Ls Marca or Xome, if Ni- 
cholo directed his courſeto any of them, Barnardoue Medici followed, and Neri with 
the Floremmes marched to ſurprizeCaſentino, This reſolution made, Neri incamped 
beſore Kuſtna, and ſurprized it wichthelike furie, that he hadtaken Bibiena, Þ'rato, 
Vecchin,and Komen, Fromtheace, he went to Poppr,and there lodged the Army,de- 
icged. - uiding it into two parts, the one vponthe plaine of Certomendo, the uther vponthe 
hill that reacheth to Fronzoli, The ikarle iecing himſelfe both of God and men a- 

bandoned, (hut hymlelte vp in Poppi, nut hoping of any aide, but the rather to pro- 
cureacompolition leaſt co his di;aduantage, Ncy/ there beſieging him, was delircd 

to accept compolition, The conditions whereof were ſuch, as thereby he might 

hope tolaue himſelfe, his children and goods portable, yeelding the Towne and 

his ſtate to the Florentines, When theſe capitiilations vyere inmaking, the Earle 
camedowne to the bridge of 479, which paſſeth by the towne, and there with 

—_— ſorrow ſpake thus. It I had well meaſured my fortune with your power, 1 
The ſpeee*  {hould now haug come asariendtoreioyce at your vitorie,and not as anenemy, 
of Poppico intreate you, tharmy miſerie might bepittied. This preſent chance, as it isto you 
theHoren- honourable, and yin hy ſois thefameto melamentable and grievous. I was owner 
millariess Of Weapon, horles, ſubiccts and riches, who cantherefore meruaile though with 
griefe of mind [ leauethem ? If you will,and can command all Toſcana, of necelsitic 

we muſt all obey/you : andif Thad not commited this crrour, neither ſhould my 

forune have bene knowne,nor yourliberaliticappeared. For if atthis time you fa- 

nourme, you thall thereby giue to the world a teſtimonie of your mercie, Let 

r 14-30 el vertue of Your compaision, exceedthe greatnes of mine offence : and 

be pleaſed that aj theleaſt this oaely houſe may deſcend to thoſe, of whome your 

The Fare | aunceſtors haue receiued benefits, To whome Xerianſwered,that as he had hoped 
]nſ#ered by QUermuch inthoſethat could dolitle, o had he thereby infich fort offended the 
ſtateof Florence, ab his fault ioyned with the conditions ofthe preſent time, muſt of 
neceſsitietake frgm him all his wealth, aad beinforced to abandon that conntrey, 

as enemy tothe Florentines, which as theirtriend he would nor poſlele. Tor he had 

made ſo enil} arriall of himfelte, as he mightnot inany wiſe be ſuffered toremaine 

there, where at cuery change of fortune hemight bereadieto offend the Florentine 

common wealth; for it was not him,but his countrey whome they feared, But if he 

were pleaſed to repaire into Germany, he might there remainea Prince, ith thoſe 

Citties did delirehim,and the Florentixes for theloueof thoſe his aunceſtors whom 
healledged,would bealſorherewith contented, Heretothe Earlc in great colſorre- 

plied, ſaying,thathe would ſee the Florentines a great way further from him. So lea- 

uingall friendly communication,the poore Earledeſpairing of other remedie, yeel- 

ded his Towne tb the Florent:ines. T hat done, ns his goods, his wife, andchil- 

dren, departed, weeping and lamenting for theloſſe of that Countrey, which his 
aunceſtors by the ſpace of 900. yeares had poſleſſed. Theſe victories being known 

in Florence, wereby the Governonrs of that State andthe people with mervailous 

joy receiued, and bicanſethat 8zrnardede Medici knewe that Nicholo was tono pur- 

ſe marched towards L2 Marci or Romeheand his ſouldiers returned to Neri, and 
r6thencethey vent rogither to Florence, where they were welcomed with all the 

reateſt honors that by order of that Cittiemight be giuen to victorious Citizens. 

nd were intriumphant wiſe ſaluted by the Senators, the Captaines, andthe whoſe 

Citie. The end of the fift Booke. THE 
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T hath bene, and by good reaſon oughttobethe intent of all thoſe 
that make warre, to inrichthemſelues, and impouerilh their ene- 
| mie, Neither is victorie tor other occalion ſought, northe polle(- 
fionsot the enemy to other end delired, then thereby to makethy 
49 ſelfe mightic, and thy aduerlarie weake. It tolloweth therefore, 
| that ſo oft as thy victorie doth impoueriththee; or thy gaines do 
weakenthee,citherthou paile or come thont of the marke, where- 
untothe warre is directed. T hat Prince, and that State, is by the victories of warre 
inriched, which extirpeththe enemies, and becommeth Lord of the ſpoiles, and 
ranſomes. And that Prince or Common-weale is impoueriſhed , who cannot 
(though he be victorious) extirpate the enemy, or hath not to his owne vie, the 
ſpoiles and ranſomes, but leaueththem to his ſouldiers. Such a Prince in his lofles 
is vnhappie, and in his victories moſt infortunate, bicaule in loling he ſuffereth all 
iniuries which theenemy cando him, and in winning, miſt abide the offences of 
friends: which as they are leſſe reaſonable, ſo arethey allo leſle tolerable, ſeeing 
that by impolitions, and new exaQtions, heis againe to burden his owne ſubiects. 
That Prince then, in whome is any genero!itic ot minde, cannot reioyceat ſuch a 
victorie whereat all his ſubiects be conſtrained to lament. The auncieat and well 
ordered Common weales were wont by conqueſts to fill their Treaſuries with 
gold and (ilner, to gine rewards to the people, to torgiue tributes, and ro make 
triumphs and publique feaſtings. But the States of whomewewrite, firſt emptied 
their treaſure houſes, and after impoueriſhed the people, without afluring them- 
ſclues of their enemies. All which grew by their diſorderly proceeding in the 


warres. For whea they tooke any priſoners, not holding them nor ſlaying them, 
the reuenge wasno longer rar yirmt theleaders ofthecnemy were furniihed 
anew with horſe and weapon. Belidesthar, the ſpoyles and raunſoms being giuen 
tothe ſouldiers,the Princes victorious could not imploy the ſameinthe next warre, 
bur were forced to dray their prouiſion from the bowels of their owne people. 
Neither did that victorie bring h other benefite, then make the Prince-gree- 
dic, and with leſſe reſpe& to burthen them. For the ſouldiers had brought the 
warre to (uch apaſle (as boththe victorious andthe victored, itthey wonld com- 
maund their owne men) had like need of money, bicauſe the one was to arme 
them anew, the otherto reward them. And asthey vnmounted could nor fight, (0 
theſe wirhoutnew rewards, would not. Whereby it followed, thatthe one imioyed 
not much of the viQorie, the other felt little of the loſſe, ſecing the victored was 
ſpeedily repaired, and the viQtorions eould not in rime pnrſae the viftorie. This 
Thde, and this peruerſe proceeding in warre, cauſed that Nicholo Piccinino was 
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142 | THE HISTORIE 
apaine ſer on hqrieback, betore his overthrow was knowae through all /taly, ard 
madc atter greater warrethen heiore he had done. 1 his wasthe cauic,that afterthe 
diſcomfit at Te#za, he could ſurprize Yerona. 'T his was the caule, that after tic 
{laughter of his fouldiers at/e702., he conild recoucr a greater Army,andcome into 
T oſcana. This was the caulc, that being onenthrowne at Azgh1ari,betore hearriued 
in Komagna, he was more mighrie inthe held, then betore he had bene: and might 
thereby pur the Duke of Map inhope to defend Lembardy, which by his abſence 
was ſuppoſed to be welneare loſt. For when X:cho/o had hlled Lombardy with 
troubles, the Nuke was brought to ſuch patle; as he began to doubt of his owne 
eſtate. And fearing his ruine might tollow before the comming of XNicholo, (tor 
whome he hal ſent) robridletheEarlcs turie, and with induſtrie to temper for- 
tune, (which with force he could nor) he reſorted to thoſeremediesWhich in like 
T1. nuke de. ales had beforetime helped him, He therefore ſent Vicholoas E#e Prince of Far- 
Gucth peace, 7474 VO Piſchjera (where the Earle was) to practice a peace, and perſwade that 
warre not to be for his aduantage. Bicaule,ifthe Duke were broughttothat weake- 
neſſe, that he could not mainteme his owne reputation, he ſhould be the rather e- 
ſeemed. And for more aſſurance that indeed hedelired peace, he offered him con- 
cluſion of the/marriage, and would lend his daughter ro Farrara, ſhe promiling 
(the peace made) to yeeld her ſelfe into his hands. i he Earle anſwered, that if the 4 
Dukedid faithfulliedelire peace, with eaſe he might findeit; asathing both by the 
Florentines and Yenetians wilhed for, Yet did he miſtruſtthe ſame much, knowing 
that beforetime, he had nener made peace, but tor necelsitie, which being paſſed, 
he would alywaies returne tohis old minde, and make warre. Neither could he be- 
lceue,that the Duke intended the marriage, hauing bene before at his hand ſomany 
times mocked: Notwithſtanding , if the peace were concluded, he would after 
dealc inthe marriageas by triends he ſhould be aduiſed. The Yenetians who with- 
Tie Venetiis out reaſon were ſuſpitious of their owne ſouldiers, ofthoſe entertainements reaſo- 
_— me nablieconceiyed miſtruſt. Whichthe Earle being carefullroremone, followed the 
ceſco their Warre With greater furie. Notwithſtanding, his mind was ſtil ſorempered with am- 
Generall hjtion, and the Yeretrans were lo infected with ſufpirion, asthereſt ofthat fommer 
was palled without any enterpriſe of importance. Inſomuch as Nichols Piccinino 
being returned into Zembardy, and the winter begun, allthe fonldiersrepaired ro 
theirlodgings: the Earle toYVerons, the Duke toCremona, the FlorentinestoT 8fcana, 
and the Popes forces to-Komagna. After the viciorie at Anghrars, they afſaultcd 
Farli, and Bolvena, with intent to take them from Franceſco Piccinino,, who in the 
name of his father keptthem. Butthat enterpriſe tooke none effect, yer their com- 
ming thither did ſo much terrife the people of Ravenna, that with the conſent of 
Oztacio di Polenta, they abandonedthe Pope, and yeelded their obediencetothe Ye- 
netians, who inrecompence of the towne (and tothe endthat V#acio ſhould never 
bee} recouerthat from them by force, which for want of wit he had ginen them) lent 
—_— him and his ſynnetodicinCan44a. In whichenterpriſes, notwithſtanding the vito- 
wans. rice of Awghiarj, the Pope wanting money, ſould the Caſtel! of Borgo Saint Sepulcro 
for wentie fivethouſand Florins. In this eftate all things-being, in reſpe& of the 
winter, every man ſuppoſed himſelfe in faferie, and thereſore of peace thoughtnor 
at all : chiefely the Duke, held himſelfe by Nichols, and the winter ſeaſon aſſured. 
For that con ion, the parle of peace withthe Earle was broken, and Nichols 


with all —_— was ſet on horſeback , with euery other furniture for a future 
arie, Hereof the Earle being adijertiſed, went vnto Fenice, to conſult 


warre nece 
with the Sexptors what was to bedone theyeare following. Nichols on the other 
fide was , and ſecing the enemy vnprepared, tarried not forthe Spring, bur - 

| the 


OF FLORENCE. 
the depth of winter paſſed Addz, and entred Breſczano,poſlſeſsing himſclfe of allthar 


Countrey ( Adulaand Acri excepted) and there ſpoyling and taking 
thouſand ofthe Dukes horſes, who vnwares were there aſſaulted. Butthat which 
more diſpleaſed the Earleand Y enetians, was, the reuolt of Ciarpellone, one of his 
chicte Capraines. The Earlereceiuing theſe newes, went ſodeinly from Yenice, and 
being arriued at Breſcia, found that Nicholohad done thole diſplealures, and was re- 


turned to his lodging, ſoas he thought not good to kindle the warre againe, being 
inthat ſortquenched. And {iththe enemy andtime did giue i. GIASDai lr 


good to prepare himſelfe, hoping therather withthe new yeare tobe m—_—y_ 
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[ſoners two / - 


of | 


old iniuries. He therefore procured that the Yenetians ſhould call back their torces, | 


which (erued the Florentinesin T oſequa: and commaunded, thatthe place of Gatta- 
Michelerrs 

Generall for 
the League. 


according to their cuſtome thewarre was made. The ' 


melatabeing dead, ſhould by Michelettobe ſupplied. The Spring being come, Nicho- 
lo Piccinino was the firſt that marched to the field, and belieged Cignaro, a Caſtle 
diſtant from Breſcia twelue miles. To the reſcue-whereof came the Earle, and be- 
rwixt theſe two Capraines 
Earle ſtanding indoubt of Bergamo, belieged Martinengo, which Caſtle being ealily 
wonne, the ſuccour of Bergamo could not be hard. That Cine being by Nichols 
greatly diſtreſſed, and hauing prouided (o, as it could not receive harme, but by the 
Way of Martinengo, oy manned it ſo fully, as behoued the Earle to goe vntothe 
ſiege thereof with all 

himſelfe where he might im 


h the Earle of his victuall, and was with trenches 


and bulwarks ſo fortified, as the Earle without his apparant danger could not aſſaule 
him, and bronght the marter tothar paſle, that the ———— perill then 
the people of Martinengo who were beſieged ; inſomuch as the Earle for want of 


victuall,could neither continuethe ſtege,nor tor theperil hewas in, depart thence. 
Thus the Dukes victorie was thought aſſured, and the enetiansand Earles ouer- 
throw ſeemed 
friends, anddiſfaiour her foes) made Nichols Picctnino with hopeofthis vitorieto 
become ſo ambitious and inſolent, as without reſpect tothe Duke (and himſelfe al- 
ſo) by ameſſenger ſignified vnto him, that he had long time (erued vnder his en- 


was therefore delirous to know wherewith his ſeruice ſhould berewarded, (ith 
now it was in his power to make him Lord of Lombardy, and oppreſle all his ene- 
mies. And tothe end that of certaine vitorie he might apes 

pence,deliredro haue ofhis giftthe Cittie of Piacenza, where being wearie of long 
rrauell, he might ſometimes ehimſelfe : and in concluſion ſomewhat threat- 
ned to abandon the enterpriſe, itthe Dukerefuſed to ſatisfie his demannd. This 
preſumpruons and inſolent ſute, ſo highly offended the Duke, as he made choile 
rathertoloſethe vitorie,then conſentthereunto. And that which ſo many dangers 


and threatnings of enemies could not compaſle, the inſolent behauiour of friends 
brought to paſſe,andtheDukereſolued tomake apeacewiththe Earle. Towhome |, !_,_ 
he ſent Awtonio Guidobuone of T ortona, and by him offered his daughter with the wweche the 


conditions of peace: which offer, was by the Earle, and all his Cog greedily 
accepted, andthe particularities berwixt them IRIS. TheDukethen 
ſent vmto Nicholo, willing himto take atruce withtheEarle for one yeare, alleaging 
he had bene (oſoreb with charges, as he could not refuſe acertaine peace 


For a doubrfull viftorie. Nicholo mernailed much at this reſolution, as/one thar 
knew not what might moue the Duke to ſhunnea viQtorie ſo certaine: and could 
not beleene that for want of good will to reward friends, he would faue hisene- 
mies. Wherefore inthe beſt manner he could, oppoſed himſelfe tothis determina- 


tion. 


orces, Whereupon Xichoto with his whole Army placed. 


parant. Bur fortune, (who neuerfaileth of meane, to fanour her - 
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tion. In ſo. much 4s the Duke was conſtrained to threaten him, that it he were nor 
conformable, he yould giue him either as a priloner tothe enemy, or as a ſpoileto. 
his owne ſouldicrs. Then Nichols obcied, but withno other minde, thenhethat by 
torce abandoneth his triends and countrey : complaining his hap tobe hard, tith 
ſomerines forturi, and ſometimes the Duke, hadtaken trom him the victoric ouer 
his enemies. Thys peace made, the marriage berwixt the Ladic Z:axca and the 
Earle, was ſolemnized, and to her was allotted tor dowrie the Cittic of Cremona. 
Which done, theipeace was ratified in Nonember, the yeare 1441. where, forthe 
Venctians, Franceſgo Barbarigo,and PagoloT rono,and tor the Florentines, Agnolo Acciai- 
wolo, were Commilsioners. In this contract, the Yenetians gained Peſcbtera, Aſola, 
and Lopato, a Caſtle belonging tothe Marqueſſe of Mantona. T he warre thus ſtayed 
in Low9ardy, it remained to w order for thetronbles inthe kingdome, which nor 
being pacified, would be an occalton rorenevy the warres in Lombardy, The King 
Rinato during the warres in Zombaray, had bene (poiled by Alfonſo of Arragon of all 
his Kinzdome,ſape only the Cittie of Va#/cs, luthat 4/fexſorhinking to haue victo- 
riein his owne hand, determined during the tiege of Naples, totake tromtheEarle 
Beneuentog and oe his Countteys thereabours : for he thought theſame without 
peril! might be done by the Earles abſence, and his imployment in the warres of 
Lombardy, This knterpriſe was by Alfonſo ealily performed, and with ſmalltrauell 
he ſurprized all thoſe Townes, Butthenewes of the peace in Lombardy being come, 
Alfonſo feared that the Earle, the rather forthat his townes weretaken from him, 
would ioyne with &imaro, and Kinatohoped for theſame occalionthat he would ſo 
do, Rmatothen ſent vnto the Earle, deſiring him to come totheaide othis friend, 
andthe renengeof his enemy, Onthe other (ide, A/fonſo intreated Philippo, that for 
the good will ixt them, he would cauſetheEarle tobe ſo much ſetaworke, as 
roattend greateymatters, he might be inforced toler this alone, Philippo graunted 
this requeſt, not thinking what diſturbed that peace, which he, not long fince, had 
made to his diſaduantage. Then he gauethe Pope Engenioto vnderſtand, that the 
time was how come, torecouer thoſe Townes which the Earle had taker fromthe 
Church. And for performance of that enterpriſe, he offered him Vicholo Pucinins 
paid, ſo long af the warres continued. For (the peace now made) he remained 
with his ſouldiers in Romagna. Engenio greed entertained this counſell, alwellfor 
the diſpleaſure he bare to the Earle, as the defirehe had torecoiter his owne. And 
though beforerime, he had bene withthe ſame hope by Yicholodeceined, yet now 
the Duke vndertaking theaQtion, he miſtruſted no moredeceipr, but preſently ioy- 
ned his forces with Nichols, and aſſaulted Za Marca. The Earlebeing fo ſodeinly ler 
vpon, ordered his ſouldiers,and marched rowardsthe enemy. Inthis meane while, 
the King Alfonſo wonne Naples, whereby all that Kingdome (excepting Caſtle Nu- 
060) was at his deuotion. Then Rinatoleauing that Caſtle well guarded, went from 
thenceto Florence, where he was moſt honourably recemed, and thereremaning a 
few dayes, finding he could not make warreany longer, went vnto Marjilza.)| Alfor- 
ſo in the meant while had raken the Caſtle Ynoxo, and the Earle remained in 
La Marca, in inferioux tothe Pope and N:cholo, and therefore prayed the 
Venetian and Fforentines toaide him with men and money. Letting them to vnder- 
ſtand, it was nfceſarie to bridle the Pope and — during thetime he was 
able : for othexwiſe they were tolooke tor lit]egood, ſeeing the Pope and King 
would ioynethemſelyes with Philippo,and dinide all /ta/ybervyixt them. The #lo- 
rentines and V@retians for atime ſtood donbrtull what to do, aſwell bicauſe they 
er it were their beſtto be enemies tothe Pope and King, as for that 
pied with the matters of Bologna. Anibale Bentiwogli had driven our 


of 
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of that Cittie Franceſco Piccinino, And the rathertodefend the fame fromthe Duke) 
(who fauoured Franceſco) he ſent foraidetothe Florentines and Yenctians, and they 
did nor denic him: lo as being occupied in theſemarters, they con!1d notreſolue to 
a(siſt che Earle. But _{nmbalc hauing ouerthrowne Franceſco Pjccinimo, and thoſe 
matters ſctled , the Florentines determined to aide the Earle: yet firſt to beaflured 
of the Duke, they renewed the league with him, which the Duke retuſed nor, 
hauing conſented that the warre ſhould be made vpon the Earle, (o long as the 
King &:natowas in Armes, Butſeeing him vanquiſhed, and viterly depriued of his 
Kingdome, he was not pleaſed that the Earle ſhould then be bereft of his Coun- 
trey. And therefore he not onely conſented to aide the Earle, but alſo wrote vnto 
Alfonſo, deliring him to be pleaſed to rerurne to the Kingdome , and make no 
longer warre. Whereunto, albeit _1/fonſo was vnwilling, yet being beholding to 
the Duke, determined to content him, and retired himſcffe with his Army tothe 
other {ide of Tronto, While matters were thus handled in Romagna, the Florentines 
withinthemſeclues became diſquiet. Among the Citizens of moſt reputation and 
authoritie in Florence, was Neri, the ſonne ot Gino Cappomi, Whoſe —_—_ Coſtmo , 


Neri Cap- 


de Medici aboue all others fearcd. For belides his great credit inthe Cittie, he was Cofimodo 
alſogreatly honored of the ſouldiers, hauing bene many times Generall of the F{g. Me&<: 


rentine Armies, and with his victorie, vertue, and well deſeruing, had gained their 
loue, Belides that, thememorie of victories wonne by him and Gzz his father, the 
one hauing ſurprized Pj/a, and the other ouerthrowne Nichols Piccinimoat Anghiart, 
madehim beloued of many,and feared of thoſe whodelired nocompanie inthego- 


uernment, Among many other of thechicte Captaines inthe Florentine Army, was qv. 
Baldaccio of Anghiari, a man of warre moſt excell&r, For inthoſe daies,there was not Gene: all of 
any in /taly,that for vertue, perſon, & courage,could excell him,and had among the the Floren- 


footemen (for of thoſe he was euer a leader) ſo much reputation, as all that ſort of 
ſouldiers in euery enterpriſe, and whenſoeuer he pleaſed, would willingly follow 
him, This 8a/daccioloued Neri exceeding much,as a man whoſe vertue(wherof he 
was a witnelle) ſodeſerued, which bred inthe other Citizens great ſiſpition. And 
they indging to ſuffer him, was perillous, &toreſtraine him was moſt danger of all: 
determined todiſpatch him vtterly, which intent fortune greatly fauoured. Bartho- 
lomes Orlandini was Gonfalontere «e Ginſlit1a, He being (as is betoreſaid) Captaine of 
Marradi, at ſuchtimeas N#. Piccminopalled into T o/c1a, cowardly fled & abidoned 
that paſſage, which by naturealmoſt defended it ſelfe. This cowardice at thattime 
greatly offended Zaldaccio,who with words of reproote & letters, made the ſame e- 
uerywhere knowne. Whereat Bartholom-oa(hamed X offended didgreatly ſtudy to 
be renenged, hoping by the death ofthe acculor, to cancell the fame of his infamie. 
Thisdelire of Bartholomeo being known to other cittizens,wnhimall labour he per- 
ſwaded themtothe oppreſion of Baldaccio, whereby inone act hemightreuenge 
his priuat iniurie,anddeliuerthe ſtate fro that man, whom they muſt of forceenter- 
teine with peril,or diſcharge with diſaduantage. Therefore Bartholomeo being tully 
determined to kil him,conueicd into his chamber many yong menarmed.Thenthe 
Gonfalone (eeing Baldacciocome intothe market place (whither he reſorted daily to 
confer withthe Magiſtrates of his charge)ſent for him, and he obeied. Beingcome, 
the Gonfalonieremet him, enterteining him with ſpeech rouching his bulinetle from 
chamberto chamber, till he cameneare to that place where the armed men were 


tine foormen- 


hidden, and when hethought good, called them foorth. Baldarcio being difarmed, g.1q;ccio 
was preſently flaine, and throwne out of the windowe. From thence, hee was wurd-rcd b/ 


carried to the market place, had his head cut off, and made a ſpectacle for the 
people all chat day. Of him there remained one ſonne by his wite called ys 
() Wo 
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who within fe\ye yeares after died. This A7nalens hauing buried hir ſonne and huſ- 
band, determirgd no more to/marrie, but making hir houſe a Monaſterie, ſhut hir 
ſelte vp therein{ with many other noble women, where they veric holily lined and 
died. Her houif in memoric of her, was after made a Monaſterie, bythe name of 
S. Annalena (as Jt this preſent itis) and euer (hall be. This actionſomewhar decrea- 
ſed the power df ers, and tooke from him reputation and triends. Neither didthar 
onely contentthe Citizens in authoritie, Forthe renne yeares of their oftice being 
paſſed, and theif authoritic inthe Bahra ended, diverſe men both by word and deedes 
rooke couragefocomplaine againſt the continuance of thoſe othcers : and therfore 
the Gonernorgthought forthe holding of their authoritie,it was neceſfariero hate 
their offices prglonged,giuing new commiſsionto friends, & opprelsing their foes. 
For which conſideration, inthe yeare 1444. by their councels anew Balzawas crea- 
ted, which reeftabliſhed officers,giuing authoritieroa few, tocreatethe Senate, re- 
uiuing the Chancelorſhip of reformation : remouing Ser, Philippo Peruzzi, and in 
his place ppexacing one other to gouerne, according rothepleaſure of thegrear 
men : putting if priſon Gionanthe ſonne of Simone Yeſpucei, The gouernment thus 
ſerled, & the offices of ſtate taken anew, they turned their minds to marters abroad. 
Nichols Piccinino being (as hath bene betoreſaid) abandoned by the King Alfonſo, 
and the Earle, with the helpe he had of the FlorZtines, became ſtrong, aflailed Nichols 
neare vnto Fermo, and there gaue him ſo great an onerthrow, that Nichols loſt wel- 
neare all his ſouldiers, and with a fewe fled into Montecchio. N icholotarried there all 
the winterto increaſe his army,and therein was helped by the Pope, & king Alfon/o. 
In ſo much as the ſpring time being come, and the other Capraines returned tothe 
field, Nicholowas the ſtroger, and the Earle bronght to extreamenecelſsitic,and had 
bene vtterly defeated, ifthe intent of Vicholo had not bene by the Dukealtered, Phj- 
lippoſent for Nichols, pretEding tohaue occaſion by mouth to impart vnto him mat- 
rers of great II. Which Xicholo being deſirous to heare, abandoned a cer- 
rainevicorie , tor an incertaine pleaſure, and leauing Framceſcohis ſonnetogouerne 
the army, went vnto Milan. The Earle vnderftiding of his departure fr6 the Camp, 
would not loſe the opportunitieto fight intheablence of Nicholo: and aſſaulting the 
army of Nicholoneare vnto the Caftle of Monte Loro, ouerthrew it, and rooke Frax- 
ceſcopriſoner. Nicholoat his arriuall in Man, ſeeing himſelf abuſed by Philippe, % vn- 
derſtiding his campto be broke, & his ſon priſoner, with ſorow died,the yere 14.45. 
being of theage of 64. yeares, hauing benea Captaine more vertuous then happie. 
Ofhimthereremained rwo ſonnes, Franceſco,and Giacopo,who as they were ot lefle 
vertuethen the father, ſo had they worſe torrune. By which meane, the ſouldiers 
bred by Braccio,were almoſt worne out ,and thediſcipline of Sf9rz4(alwaies holpen 
by fortune) became more glorious. The Pope ſeeingthe army of Wicholoſupprel- 
ſed, and him dead, nor much hoping inthe aide of Arragon, ſought to make peace 
withthe Earle, which by mediation of the Florentines was concluded. The peace = 
made in Ls Marea, all 1taly had lined in quiet, if the Bologneſi had not diſturbed the 

ſame. There was in Bologna two mightie Families , Choneſchi, and Bentinog/i, 
of the one: Annibale, and of the other Battiitu was chicke. Theſe (to be the ra- 
ther aſſured one of the others friend(hip) comraCted a marriage. But berweene 
men whichaſpire to onegrearneſſe,though alliance may ca(ily be made, yet friend- 
ſhip cannot. Bolognia was in league with the Florentines and Venetians , which 
league had bene concluded by meane of Amniba'e Bentinog/i, after they had driven 
out Franceſco Piccinins. Battiſ/a knowing that the Duke deſired greatly to havethe 
fauour of that Cirtie, praCtiſed with him to kill 4»mba/*, and bring that Cittie vnder 


his enſigne. Theorder ofthis murther agreed vpon, the 24. of Tune 1445, Battiſts 
| with 
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with his men aſſaulred 4mnibale & flew him:which done, he proclaimedthe Dukes 
namethroughoutthetowne. Atthattime, the Commillaries for the / exeti.ns and 
the Florentines,were in Bologna ; and atthe firſt rumorretired vnto their houles, but 
afterwards perceiuing that the murtherers werenot tauoured by the poagle (who 


were ingreat numbersarmed, and allembled, lamenting the death of 4»»»ale)they 
rooke courage, went towards them, & aflailed the Canneſcbi,whom 1nlefle then one 
houre they onerthrew; ſlaying ſome, and forcing thereſt to fliethe Cinic, Zatti/fa 
not flecing in time nor ſlaine,remained at his houle and hid himſelf in a veilell made 
forthe keeping of corne. His enemies hauing all the day ſought him,and aſſured he 
was not gone.out of the towne, threatned his ſeruants ſomuch, as one of them at 
length dilconered where he was. Fromthence he was taken our. and ſlaine, then 
drawnethrough the ſtreets, and at laſt burned: ſo as the victorie ot the Duke, was of 
force ſufficient ro perſwade Anmbale tothe enterpriſe, but not of power ynough to 
faue him from death. Thus by the death of Batti/fa, and the flecing of the Canneſch!, 
theſe rumuls were appeaſed. The Bologneſi remained in great contulion, bicauſe 
there wasnotleftof = houſe of Bentinoe!; any man hit for gouernmer. And for that 
thereremained one ſonne onely of Anmbalebut fix yeares old (who was called G10- 
anni.) the Bologneſi teared leaft among the friends of the Bentzuoglt ſome diuiſion 
would grow, which might perhaps occaſionthe rerurne of the Canneſchi, with the 
ruineottheircountreyand taction. Whilethe Bologneſicontinued inthis doubtful 
imagination, Franceſcolate Earle of Poppi being in Bologna, informed the chiefe Citti- 
zens, that ifthey had deſire to be gouerned by one deſcended of the bloud of 4n»:- 
bale,he could informethem of (i AY a one. Declaring tharabout 20. yeares paſt, Her- 
colethe Coſen of Annibale happened tobe at Poppi, and had there carnall knowledge 
of a yong woman in that Caſtle, who was after delivered of aſonne called Sant;, 


whom Hercolediverſetimes attirmed to be his, And itſeemed tobeathing likely,for * 


thatthe child ſ(omurch reſembled Hercole,as liker it could not be. His words were be- 
lieued by thoſe Citizens, and they deierred notimeto ſend vnto Florence,to find 01:1 
the yong man, and periwade with Coſimod: Medici,and NeriCapporythat they might 
hauc him. The ſuppoſed father ofthis Santi was dead, and the yong man lived vn- 
derthetuition of an Vncleofhis called AntomioCaſceſe. This Anton was rich, with- 
out children, and friend toNeri. The matter being vnderſtood, Neri thonght fit, 
neither to reietthe motion, nor imbrace it, but commaunded that Saxti in x re- 
ſence of Coſimo, and tholethat were ent fro Bolozna, ſho'11d ſpeake with him. Then 
order being taken for their meeting, Saxti was by the Bologneſi not only honored, 
bur alſo (as it were) adored, Then Coſmo calling Santi alide, faid vnto him; there is 
nonethat inthis matter can better counſel! thee, then thy ſelfe, forthou art to rake 
that choiſe wheretothine own mind is inclined. If thou be the ſonne of Hereole Ben- 
tivogli, thou wilt diſpoſe thy ſeltetoſuch actions as be worthie of thy father and his 
houſe, but if thou artthe ſonne of AgnoloCa1ſceſe, thou (halt remaine in Florence, and 
imploy thy life baſely inthe art of clothmaking, Theſe words much incouraged the 
yong man,for where he had beforerefuſed rotakethe matter vp6 him, he ſaid now 
that he would bedirected inall by Coſmo and Neri. Then they reſolued withthe 
meſſengers of Bolognato apparrell him, horſe him,and man him,and ſo in honorable 
wiſe conuey himtothe Citie,thereto takethe gouernment : where he after gover- 
ned with ſo great wiſedome,thatnotwithſtidingthe greater pant of his predeceſſors 
had ben by their enemies ſſaine, yet he peaceably and aunt ru liued & died, After 


thedearh of Nichols Piccinino, & the peace made in La Marca, Philippo deſired to en- 
tertainea Captaine to gouerne his Army,and ſecretly praCtiſed with Ciarpe!lone,one 
of the Earles chiefe Leaders, and grew with him tocompolition, Ciarpelon: prayed 
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leaue ofthe Earle rogue to Milan,totake polletsion of certaine Caſtles, which inthe 
late warre were by Phulippo _ him, T he Earlemiſtruſting that which was, (and 
to theend the Duke thould nor be ſerued to his diſaduanrage) firſt ſtayed him, ard 
ſhortly atter put him todeath, alleaging he had bene by him abuſed, Therewith 
Phulippowas my angric, andthe Florentinesand Y enetians much pleaſed, as 
they that feared leaſt the Earjes forces and the Dukes power ioyned in triendſhip. 
Thisanger was occaſion to refuſcituenew warre in La Aarca, In Rimini, Giſmon/o 
Malateſti was Lord, who being ſon in law tothe Earle, hoped to haue poſſeſsion of 
Peſaro:notwithſtanding the Earle hauing (urprized it , gaue it to Alefſandrohis bro- 
ther. Wherewith Giſmondo grew greatly offended, andthe more bicauſe Federigod: 
Montefelrro hisenemy,by the Earles fauour, had vſurped Yrbime.This was thecauſc 
that Giſmonds ioyned with the Duke, and (ollicited the Pope & King tomake warre 
vpon the Earle. Who tothe end Ciſmonds ſhould feele the firſt fruns ofthar warre 
which he deſired, thought to prevent him, and fodeinly afſailed him. Whereupon 
Rome & La Marca were on the ſoden brought imtotumult, bicauſe Philippo,the king, 
and the Pope, ſent great aide to Gr/amonads : and the Veretians and Florentines furniſhed 


_ the Earle, though with no men, yet with plentie of money. Neither was Phi/;ppo 


New warres 
in Lomoardy. 


The Farle his 


fricnd'hip de- 


fred both by 
the Duke and 
Venctuans. 


content to make warre in Rowagna, but healſo determined to take fromthe #arle 
Cremona and Pontremo!i : yet was Pontremoli by the Florentines, and Cremona by the 
V enetians defended. Sothart by theſe meanes the warre in Lombardy was renewed, 
and therein ſomewhat done in Cremoneſe. Franceſco Piccinins General! forthe Duke, 
was by Aicheletto,and the Venetian forces at Caſale defeated. By which viQtorie, the 
Fenetians hoped totake the Dukes ſtate from him, and ſent their Commilſarieto Cre- 
mona, allailing Ghiraadada, and poſleſſed all fauing Cremona. Afterwards they paſſed 
Adaa,ſpoiling thecountrey hardtothe gates of Milay. Thereupon the Duke deſi- 
red aide of Aifonſo, declaring whar perill would enfuetothekingdome, if Lombardy 
were inthe Yen:tians hand. Afonſo promiſed ro ſend him ſovildiers, who withour 
conſent of the Earle could with difhcultie paſſe. Then Philippe intreated the Farle 
not to abandon his father in law being aged and blind. T he Earle ſound himſelf of- 
fended with the Duke for having moued the warre againſt him, On the other ſide 
he milliked the le ofthe Yenetiens, his money grew low, and the ſame was 
ſcarcely ſupplied by the Lords ofthe League. For the Florentines feared no more the 
Duke, which was the cauſe they eſteemed the Farle, and the Yeretians delired his 
ruine, iudging that the ſtate of Lombardy could not be taken from them bun by the 
Earle; Notwithſtanding, while Phileppo ſought rodraw him into his pay, offering 
him the commaundement of all his ſouldiers,ſothat he would forfake the enetians 
and reſtore La Marcatothe Pope. They alſo ſent Embaſſadors vnto him, promiling 
him the poſleſsion of Miles, itthey conld winit,and the perpernitie inthe gonern- 
ment oftheir men of warre, if he would ſtill follow the warre in La Marca, and im- 
peachthe comming of aide from Alfonſo imo Lombarey, Thus werethe promiſes of 
theYenetinsgreat,and their deſerts of him greater, having begun that warre,to ſave 
Cremona forthe Farle. Onthe other part,the injuries done by the Duke werefreſk, 
his promiſes not faithtull nor great. Yet did the Zarlemuch donbr what reſolntion 
romake. For of the one (ide, the obligation ofthe Jeague, their welldeſeruing of 
him, and their promiſes of pleaſures to come, did moue him. Onthe other, the 
intreatie of his Father in lawe, and chiefely the poiſon which hee feared to be 
hidden vnder the great promiſes of the enetians,did ſtay him ; ſuſpeRting leaſt 
their promiſe of that ſtare, if hee ſhon!d hapto win it, might not beperformed : 
hauing none other hold, bur their bare promiſe, whereunto no wiſe Prince, 
wleſſe it were for great necekitie, had ener tmiſted. Theſe difficulties of rhe 
Farles 
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Earles reſolution, were remoued by the ambition of the Yexetians, who hoping to 
ſurprize Cremona by meanes of ſome intelligence they had withinthe Cittie, vnder 
another pretence cauſed their ſouldiers tomarche neerevntoit. But that enterpriſe 
wasdiſcouered by thoſe that guarded thetowne torthe Earle, whereby thetreaſon 
rooke no cftect, and they thereby wan not Cremona, but vtterly loſtthe loue of the 
Earle, who preſently thereupon laying all reſpects apart, ioyned himſelfe withthe 
Duke. Now was Pope Eugenio dead, and in his place ſucceeded Nicholas quinte, 
The Earle had his whole Army at Cetigniola, readieto paſſe into Lombardy, T hither 


came newes, aduertiling thedeath of Philippo, which wasthelaſt I in the _— 


po of Mila. 


yeare 1447. Thele newes gricued the Earle exceedingly, bicauſe he thought his 
army not tully paid, would be vnreadie, & teared leaſt theYexetians being in armes, 
would become his enemies. For hauing abandoned them & ioyned withthe Duke, 
he feared Alfonſo his continuall enemy, not truſting eitherthe Pope, or the Floren- 
tines, Thelſe,bicauſethey were in league withthe /enectians,andthe other, torthat he 
did poſleſſe ſome townes belonging tothe Church. Notwithſtanding, hedetermi- 
ned to (hew his face to fortune,and according tothe chances therofto proceed, For 
many times by doing ſomewhat, ſecrets aredilcouered, which by ſtanding ſtil could 
not be knowne. Great hope he conceiued inthinking, that if the Milane would be 
defended fro the ambition ofthe Yenetians, that of forcethey muſt imploy himand 
his ſouldiers. T heroftaking courage, he marched into the countrey ot Bologn2,and 
fromthence to Modenaand Regio, ſtaying with his forces at LZenza, from whence he 
ſent vnto Milanto offer his ſeruice. Someofthe Milaneſi hauing buried their Duke, 
deliredtoline inlibertie, and ſome others were contented to receie a Prince. Of 
thoſe whichdelireda Prince, ſome would hauethe Earle,and ſomethe King 4/for- 
ſo, whereby thoſe that loued libertie, being more vnited, became theftronger part, 
and framed aftertheir fattion a ſtare and gonernment, which was neuertheleſſe dil- 
obeyed by many Citties ofthe Dukedome, imagining that they might alſo (as Milan 
did) enioy their libertie. And others allo, which aſpired notthereunto, did likewiſe 
refuſeto yeeld vnto the Mlaneſi, T he Citties of Lodj & Pracentagauethemſcluesto 
theY enetians. Pani: &K Parma would be free. T he Larle vnderſtanding theſe confu- 
ſions, went vnto Cremona, whither his Embaſſadors and the Embaſladors of Milar 


came with this cocluli6,that he ſhould remain Captain general of the Milaneff,with The Farte 


thoſe conditions laſt ſet down by the Duke 7hilzppo, adding thereuntothattheEarle 
ſhould haue Breſcza,till he ſurpriſed /er922, And being polleſſed therof,toyee!d vp 
Breſcia. Beforethedeath ofthis Duke, Pope Nuholo at his aſlumpti6 ſoughtto make 
eaceamonegſt allthe Italian Princes. For the com pong whereof, by Embaſſadors 
c practiſed, thatthe Florentines ſhould lend vnto him at thet1me of his creation,de- 
firing him roappoint a Parliament at Farrar, toprocurethercineither along truce, 
or a perfect peace, Vpon which occalion inthat Cittie alſembled the Popes Legat, 
the Embaſſadors for the Yenetians,Embaſſadors forthe Duke, & Embeſadors forthe 
Florentines.But thoſe which were looked tor from King Alfonſo,appeared not. This 
King was thenatTbelj, accompanied with many men of warre, both on foote and 
horſeback. Fromthence he gaue countenancetothe Duke, andit was thought that 
ſoloone as they had drawne the Earle totheir {ide, they would openly affault the 
V enetiansand Florentines. In the meanetime, the Earles ſouldiers ſhould remaine i: 
Lombardy, &the peacetobe enterteined at Farrara, whither the King ſent not,ſfaying 
he would ratifie all things the Duke would aſſent vnto. This peace was many dayes 
conſulted vp6, and after much diſputation c6eluded, that either it ſhould be perpec- 
tuall peace, oratruce for 5. yeares, at the eleCtion of the Duke, whoſe Embatſaders 
being returned to Milan to vaderſtid his plealure,at their coming thither found him 
G3 dead, 


made Genc- 
rall for the 


Milanch. 
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dead. The Milanef notwithſtanding his death, would needs have the concluſion 
of peaceallowed. But the Yenetians did not content, hoping greatly to vſurpe that 
ſtate. And the rather, bicauſe Lo and Piacenzalodeinly atterthe Dukes death were 
The Vener. YEEIded vnto them: wherebythey hoped, either by torce or compolition within 
thort ſpace to become Lords ofalltheterritorie of Max, and inthe end fo diſtreile 


ans aſpire to 


—_— the Citi, as it ſhould alſo be forced royeeld betore any man could reſcue it. And 
rn therather they thus perſwadedthemlelues, for that they ſawethe Florentines buſied 
in warre with King Afonſo. T hat King being at T ibo{, and intending to follovy the 
enterpriſe of Toſcana, as he had determined with Ph:/zppo, thinking therewith that 
the warre alreadie begun in Lombardy, would gue himtime and commoditie deli- 
red,to hauc one foote ihtothe ſtate of Florence,betoreſuch timeas he would openly 
King Alfonſo make the warre, and for that purpoſe practiſed to winthe Caſtle Cemnina inthe vp- 
6G per vale of 4r»0,and wan it. T he Florentmesſtriken with this vnlooked for accider, 
' andſeeingtheKingreadic to inarchtotheir offence, hired ſouldiers, created theten 
iſtrates, and according to their cuſtome, prepared all things for the warre. By 

this timethe King with his Army was come to the countrey of S:ena, labouring by 
all meanesto bring that Citticro fanour him. Notwithſtanding,the Cittizens there 
ſtood firmeintheir friendſhip to the Florentines,and refuſed toreceiuethe King, ei- 
ther into Siena, or any other of their rownes : yet did they prouide him victualt, 
whereof the importunitie of the King, and the force of the enemy might excuſe 
them. The King thenthought not good to enter by the way of the vale of Arno, as 
he firſt determined, aſwell torthat he had ſpoiled Cenmnna,as bicauſe the Florentines 
were partly furniſhed with ſouldicrs,and therefore marched towards 7 olterra, ſur- 
prized many Caſtles inthe countrey thereto belonging. From thence, he marched 
intothecountrey of Piſa, where,by the fauour of Arr:goand Fatio,Earles of Chirar- 
deſea, he tooke ſome Caltles, and aſſaulted Camplia, which being defended by the 
Florentines and the cold winter, he could not ſurprize. ThentheKing leauing cer- 

. taine ofhis owne ſouldiers to guard the townes by him taken, and todefend the 
countrey,retired with thereſt of his Army to his lodgings inthe countrey of Siena. 
The Florentmes favoured by that ſeaſon of the yeare, carefully laboured to prouide 
ſouldiers. Their chiefe leaders were Federigo Lord of Vrbino,and Giſmrondo Malateſta 
of Rimino. And albeit there was betwixt how two ſome diſagreement, yet by the 
wiſedome of Neri, and Barnardetto di Medict, (Commiſlaries for the Florentines 
they agreed ſo well, that notwithſtanding the hard winter continuing, they mar- 
ched,and reconered thoſe townes which wereloſt in the countrey of Piſa, and the 
Ripomerancie in the territorie of Yolterra, They alſo bridled the Kings ſouldiers, 
who before had ſpoyled the ſea coaſt, ſo as with difficultie they might defend the 
townes Mga wo their guard, Butthe Spring time being come, the Commiſla- 
ries drew forth all their ſonldiers,tothe number of 5000, horſe, and 2000. foortmen, 
AndtheKing came with his, tothe number of welneare fiſteene thouſand, belides 
2000, at Compiglia. And when he intended toreturnetothe ſiege of that towne, he 
went to P:ombmo, hoping calily to win it, bicauſe therowne was not well furniſhed, 
herhoughtthe haning thereof profitable for him, and diſaduantagious forthe Flo- 
rentines ; bicauſe, fromthence he might protract the warres,and conſume them, ha- 
ving meane to victuall himſelfe by ſea, and diſturbe the whole countrey of Pi, 
This aſſault greatly diſpleaſed the Florentines,and c6lulting vp6 the matter,thought 
that if they might with their Army remaine in the bounds of Camprglia, that the 
King ſhould therby be inforced rodepart either broken or diſhonoured. For which 
purpoſethey armed foure {mall Gallies at Lizorno,and with them put intothe towne 


of Piombino three hundred footemen, placing them at the Galdani, a place where 
with 
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with difficultie they might be aſſaulted, For if they were lodged inthe plaine vpon 
the Confines,the ſame was thought dangerous. The Florentmesreceiued their vic- 
tuals fromthe Townes thereabouts, which being but fewe and not much inhabi- 
red, did ſcarcely furniſh them. Soasthe Armie ſuftered penurie, and moſt chicfly of 
wine:Becauſenonebeing there made, nor broughtthither from other places,it was 
impoſsible for eucrie manto haue ſo muchas ſhould ſuftice him; But the King,not- 
withſtanding he wereby the Florentines ſtraightly holden in,yer had he abundance 
almoſt of euerie prouilion, by reaſon heereceined it fromthe ſea, The Florentines 
therefore donates ron likewite to make proote, it they might be by ſea releeued: 
and for that purpoſe loaded their Gallies with victuall,and ſent them thither, Bur in 
their paſſage they were encountred with ſenen ofthe Kings Gallies, which tooke 
wo of them, and ſuncke the others. This loſle bereft the Florentine ſouldiers , of 
hopetobereuictualled. Thereupontwo hundrethor more Pyoners for want of 
drinke fled vntothe Kings Campe: thereſt ofthe ſouldiers mutined, complayning 
that inthoſe hote places they could not remaine without wine, becauſe water was 
there moſt vnwholeſome. Sothat the Commiſlaries determined to abandon thar 
lace, and imploy their forces to recouer certaine Caſtles which remained in the 
Kings hand. \Vho onthe other (ide,although he wanted not victual,being inforce 
the ſtronger, yer was his Camp afflicted with ſickneſſe, bred there, by the infeCtion 
of the aire,nere vntothe ſea: by mean wherof, almoſt euerie man was infected,and 
many of them alſodied. Theſe occaſions miniſtred communication of peace, wher- 
inthe King demaundedfittiethouſand Florins, and Piowbinoto belett at his diſcre- 
tion. The matter being debated at Florence, by many delirous of peace,thedemands 
werethought reaſonable. Forthey were perlwaded a war ſochargeableas that was, 
could not without great expence be mainteined. Notwithſtanding Neri Cappont 
went vnto Florence,and there with ſuch reaſonsas he made;altered their minds, Dil- 
[wading them vtterly to accept thoſe conditions : and the Florentinesreceiued the 
Lord of Piombino as recommended ; promiſing both intime of warreand peaceto 
defend him, if he would, (as hitherto he had) hight couragiouſlly in defence of his 
owneCitie, TheKing vnderſtanding this reſolution, and ſeeing his owne Campe 
afflicted with fickneſſe;brake vp,and retired withthereſt intothe country of Siena; 
leauing behinde him two thouland dead bodies. From thence he marchedrowards 
thekingdome, and being exceedingly offended withthe Florentines, threatned the 
nextSpring to make vpponthem anew warre, While matters were thus handled 
in Toſcana,the Earle Franceſco became Generall ofthe Milaneſs,and beforeaniething 
done,obteined the friendſhipof Franceſco Piccmino, who had likewiſe ſerned them, 
which hedid, tothe end that his enterpriſes might bethe more fauoured, and by 
Piccininothe leſſe impeached. Then marched he with his Armietothe field , wher- 
by the Citizens of Pauia, fearing they could not defend themſelues, and being on 
the other ſide, vnwillingto obey the Milaneſs, offered himthe Towne, with con- 
dition thathe ſhould notdeliuer itrothem. The Earlegreatly deſired the poſſe(si- 
on of that Citie,thinking that the hauing thereof would be a good beginning to co- 
lour his intent, being neitherdeteined with feare, nor abaſhedto breake his faith, 
For great mendo call loſſe, athing diſhonourable, but ro compaſſetheirdeſire by 
eraft,is accounted no ſhame at all. Notwithſtanding he doubted, leaſt his taking of 
the Towne inthis ſort, would ſo offend the Milane/r, as for that cauſe, they woulde 
yeeld themſelues tothe Yenetians :and if it werenottakenby him,then he feared the 
Duke of Sax9ia, to whom many of the Citizens were willing to giue it. So as by eue- 
rie of thoſe meanes, hee thought himſelfe bereft of the dominion of Lombard: yer 
ſuppoling it leſle perill, torake the Citie for himſelfethen leaueittoan other,deter- 
mined 
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mined to accept it , being periwaded it was notwithſtanding poſsiblero content the 
Milaneſi: whom he entormed ot thoſe perils whenumothey thould ta!!,itheaccep- 
ted not the Citie of Pawa, For that Citie (itn were by himretuſed) wonid yeelde io 
the/Yenetians or the Duke of $aw9z4, in cither of which caſes, their countrey ſhould 
beloſt,and therefore thought rather be comented to haue him their neighbour and 
friend,then any other that were more mightie,and their enemie, The Mulaneiyerc 
muchtroubled with this matter , imagining that the Earle had thereby diſconered 
hisambition,andthe end whereunto hetended. Yer thoughtthey not good to take 
knowledgethereof , becaule leauingthe Earle, they ſawenot whither toaddrelle 
themſelues, vnleſſeit weretothe Yenetians, whole pride and hard dealing they m1- 
ſtruſted, Whereforethey reſolued, not to thake oft theEarle, but fortheprelent, by 
himtobe bedelinered of tho(e inconueniences, hoping afterto be alſo deliver; of 
himſelfe, For they werenot onely aſſaulted by the /Venetians, but allo by the Genowe/s 
andthe Duke of Savor, who made warreinthename of Carlo of Orliens,ſonne tothe 
ſiſter of Philippe. But the Earle ealily withſtood their mallice, Then werethe/exc- 
tians his only enemies, who with a mightie Armie determined to ſurprizethar ſtate, 
and had alrcadie poſſeſſed Lodi,and Piacenza,wheruntothe Earle brought his camp: 
and after along liege ſacked that Citie. Which done, (becauſe the winter was alrea- 
die come) heretired his men totheir lodgings, and went himſelteto Cremona; Where 
with his wife he reſted all that winter. But the ſpring being come, the Armies ofthe 
Venetians and Milaneſi , returned tothe held. The Ilaneſr deſired to lurprize Lodi, 
and after make peace with the Yenetians, Becauſe the charges of warre did burthen 
them,and the fidelitie oftheir General was ſuſpeQted. Forthele reaſons they withed 
a peace,as well torepoſe themſclues, as to be aſlured of the Earle, Thenthey reſol- 
ued,their Army ſhonld a Carranaggie, hoping that Lodz would yeeld,ſo ſoone 
asthe Caſtle could betaken fromthe —_— 7 Earle obeyed the Alilaneſh, al- 
though his intent was to haue paſſed 4444, and aſſault the conntry of Breſtia, The 
ſiegebeing laid to the Caſtle ». ponaris 2/0, hee trenched and fortified his Campe, 
leaſt happily the /enetians would alaile him, The Yenctians on the other ſide, con- 
duQed by Michelettortheir Geerall, marched within two bowes ſhot off the Earles' 
Campe, wherediuerſe dayes both the Armies remained,the one many times offen- 
ding the other. Notwithſtanding,the Eaile ſtil beſiegedthe caſtle, & did ſoftraight- 


' lydiftreſſcit,as it wasreadieto yeeld : which greatly dif pleaſed the Yenetiuns, learing 


theloſſethereof would bethe ruine of all the enterpriſe. Great diſputation aroſe 
their Capraines, by what meanes it might be ſuccoured, But no other way 
could bedeuiſed , then toaſſault the enemies intheir trenches, which was excee- 
ding daungerous. Notwithſtanding ſogreatly they eſteemedthe loſſe of that Caſtle, 
ws Senate of Yenice (becing naturally fearctull ro meddle with any matter either 
doubtful or dangerous)did chuſe rather to hazard all,then with the loſle of that,to 
loſethe enterpriſe. They reſolued therfore by all meanes toafſault the Earle, & one 
morning earely charged him onthat ſide where they thoughthewas weakeſt, Ar 
the firſt charge(as it happencth inthoſe aſſaults which be not looked for)all the Ar- 
mie was diſmaid. Notwithfſtanding,theEarle ſodeinly repaired the diſorders, & had 
handled the matter ſo,that notwithſtanding many aſſaults,the enemies were forced 
inthe end,not onely to retire, but alſo wereſopurſued : that oftheir Camp (which 
was tweluethouſand horſe) not onethouſand was ſaied, Alltheir goods wereſpoy- 
led,and their carriages taken. Soasneuer before that time the / enetians received a- 
ny overthrow greater, or more terrible. Among the ſpoyles and priſonerstaken in 
this conflict, was the enetian Proneditor,vvho before that skirmiſh,and after during 


the wars,had vicd diuerſe opprobrions words of the Earle, calling him Baſtard and 
Coward. 
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Coward, Bur being becomepriſoner, remembring whar hee had deſerued, and 
brought tothe Earles preſence: according tothe nature of proud & cowardly men 
(whichisrobein wp es inſolent,and in aduerlitieabiect & vile)kneeled down 
wt bee rape >, deliring pardon othis offences. The EIN 
thearme,comfortedhim,and willed himto be of good cheare, And afterwards1aid, 
that he maruelled much how a man of his wiſdom &grauitie,could commit ſogrear 
an error; as to ſpeake enill of them that had riotſodelerued, Androuching the mat- 
ter of ſaunder, heknew not in what ſort Sforz« his father, had vſed his mother Mad- 
donna Lacta, becauſe lie was not there preſent. Sb as of that which was done by them 
he could receive neither blame nor commendation, © But forhis owne doings, he 
knew well,that nothing was by any manto be reprooued : and thereof both he and 
his Senate could fully and truly witneſſe with him, Whereof hee wiſhed him after- 
wards to bemore modeſt in ſpeech, and in his proceedings morediſcreet, After this 
victorie,the Earle with his tryumphant Campe, marchedtotheterritorieof 3reſcia, 1 
and poſſeſsing all that country ,ſerled his Campe within two myles ofthe Citie. The 
Y enetians on the other (ide, havingreceiued this overthrow, feared, (avitcameto 
paſſe) that Breſcia would be firſt aſſaulted , ſpeedily as they might, madeprouiſion, 
and with all diligence, leuied forces, ioyningthemto thoſe that remained ofthe old 
Campe, Therewith alſoby vertne ofthe LE aid ofthe Florentines. Who 
being free fromthe warre of King a—_ , ſent vnto them onethouſand footemen, 
and two thouſand horſe, The/enetiansby hailing theſe ſoldiers, gainedtimetoen- 
treate of peace. It hath benelongrime athing fatalltotheYexetianſtate; toloſe by The Veneti- 
warre,and recouer the loſſe by compoſition. Andthoſethingswhich bythe warres 5 {mas 
are taken from them, by the peace many times bereſtored double. TheYenetians 
knew well,that the Ailaneſimiſtruſted the Earfe;and tharhedeſired nor robetheir 
Captaine, but aſpired tothe principallitie of t Alan. Alſo that itwas intheirchoiſe to | 
make peace with either of them : the onedeſiring'it foratnbiri6,theotherſor feare. | 
Then they choſeto won! art withthe Earle; and deferred their aide for that en- peacebe. 
terpriſe: being perſwaded,, that if the Ariane found themſelves deceitied by the weene the 
Farle, they might grow ſo offended, as they would gitethemſeluesratherro anie 22nd ve 
other, then okieh | Being then brought rothis paſle that they could notdefende our conſent of 
themſelues, nor would truſt yntothe ZEarle, they thonld be enforced, (not having *< Muanei, 
other reſuge)totruſt vntothe Yenetians, This reſolution made, they ſonndedthe di- 
ſpolition ofthe Earle,and found him greatly diſpoſcd to the peace: as defirons that 
the victorie of Carrauargio might be his, and not the Milanieſes, Then wasthere a 
compoſition conciubli; whereinthe Yeneti..nsboundthemſeluesto paie vnro the 
Earle, ſo long ashe deferred thertaking of Milan, thirteene thouſand Florines for 
euerie moneth :and during thereſt of the warre, toaide him with foure thoufand 
horſe,and twothouſand footemen. And the Zarlefor his partdid binde himſetfe to 
reſtore tothe Yenetians,all T ownes, priſoners,and euerie otherthing by himraken, 
and reſt contented withthoſe Townes onely , which the Duke Phil:ppoathisdeath 
poſſeſſed. This agreement being knowne in cMilen, did bring much moteſortow 
tothar Citie, thenthe vitorie of Carravaggiohad ginen gladnelſe. The chiefe Ma- 
giſtrates lamented,the people were ſorrowfull, the women and children wept,and 
all with one voyce, calledthe Earlediſloyall andtraytour. ' Foralthough they be- - 
leenednor,cither by intreatic or promiſes,todiuert him from his ynchankkubintent, 
' yer ſent they Embaſſadors to ſee with what face; and with what words, heewonld 
maintaine his wickednefſe. \Who being cometo the preſence of the Earle, oi1e of The Orprica 
them (ſpakerothis effeft. Thoſethardeſireto obraine any thing of others, were + + 40m 
wont by entrea:ie,gifts,or threatnings, roperſwadethem. So that, either wt F634 Earle. 
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profit, or feare, they might compaſlethe thing which they deſired, Bur 

of cruell nien, & couergus, being intheir owne opjnion mightie(thole three means 
not preuailing)nothing is obteined:ſo as wholocuerdotb truſt by entreatieto make 
Sn—_ by gitts to winnethem, or by threatnings to teare them, decciueth 
| .Wethereforenow knowing (thoughalltoo late)thycruchtic, thy.ambiti- 
on,and thy pride,arecome vnto thee,not requiring any thing, nor hoping (though 
we had ſuchdefire)-ro obteineit , but to put thee in remembrance what benehtes 
thou haſt receiued of the Mu/aveſi, and laic betorethee, with what ingratitudethou 
doeſtrequitethem: To the end, thatamong io many iniuries by vs endured, wee 
may take this only pleaſure, rorepronethee. 1 hou oughtſt ro remember wel,whar 
thy ſtate and condition was,atter the death of Duke Ph:/eppo. T hou wert enemicto 
the Pope andthe King. T hou went abandoned by the Florentines and  exctians,vvho 
either wftly offended with chee, or hauing no more necde of thee, wen become as 
their enemy. Thou wen weary ofthe war which thou hadſt made with the church, 
Thou hadf fewe men,fewe triends, litle money,and bereft of all hopeto be ablero 
hold thine ownecountrey, and thy auncient reputation : which ſhuuldealily haue 
beneraken fromthee, had not our {implicitiche!ped. For we onely received thee, 
perſwaded with the reverence webare tothe happic memorie of ourDuke , vnto 
whom thou(being allied)didſtmake vs belicue,that his lone would haueconinu- 
ed inhis heires. And {ith to his benefirs, we ioyned ours, that fauour and friendſhip 
ought to haue bene,not onely firme, but alſo inſeparable. Inreſpett whereof,tothe 
auncient compolition, we ioyned Yerona & Breſcia. \V hat could we more giue thee 
as ry wy ? And whatcouldſtthou either of vs or anyothers, in thoſedayes 
ther haue or deſiremore } Thou haſt received of vs.a pleaſure vnlooked for, and 
we for recompence; hane recciued of thee, adiſplealurenot deſerued, Neither haſt 
thou thusJongto ſheyythypride. For thou went no (Goner General of our 
Armie,but w_—_ rojuſticerhoudidft receiue Pawa: which ought to haue war- 
ned vs, to what endthy friendſhiprended. Which iniurie we bare, fuppol that 
victorie withthe ſſethereof,would haue fatisfiedthy ambition. But(alaſſe) 
thoſewhodeſireall,cannotwith inough be contented. Thou didft promiſethat we 
ſhould enioyallthings after that time by theewonne. Forthou kneweſt well, that 


whichthon gaueſtat many times, thou mighteſt reſume ar once: as it cameto paſſe 


after the vitoric of Carraeggio; which being begun with bloud & mony , was at- 


terfollowed with ourdeftruction. O how vahappicarethoſe Cities which be con- 
ſtrained rodefend their liberties: againſtthe ambn1ion of all thoſe that wold oppreſſe 
-chem: but much more vnhappy bethey that are inforced toimploy intheir _—— 
mercinarieand diſloyall Culbers,fuch asthou art, God graunt that this our exam- 
Fe bea warning to others hereafter : {ith that of Thebeand Philep of Macidon, 

not warned vs. Who hauing wonne victorieof{their enemies, becameoftheir 
owne Capraine, firſttheir enemie,and after theic Prince. We may not therefore be 
/blamed of other fault, thento hauetruſted too much in thee , whom weought not 
ro hauerruſted ar all, Forthy former life, & thy inſatiablemind,not contented with 
any honour oreſtate, might haue forewarned vs. Neither ought we to hauerepoſed 
any truſt inthee, who had betraied the Lord of Laces, fleeſed the Florentines and Ve- 
netians, litle eſteemed the Duke, nor regardedthe King, and aboueall, with many 
injuries offended God and his Church. Neither ought we cuer to have belecued, 
that ſomany Princes had leſſe power of Franceſco Sforza,then the cAtlenefi, or that 
he would keep his faithto vs, whichto ſo many others he had broken. Butthis our 
ſmall wiſdom whictrwedo blame in our ſelnes,doth nor excuſe thy breach of faith, 


norpurge thee ofthoſcinfamies, which our iuſt complaints ſhall diſperſethrough- 


our 
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out the world. Neither can it be, but that the prickeof thine owne conſcience will 
perſecutethee. Forthole Armes which were prepared by vs, toaſlault others, muſt 
now by thy meanes offend our ſelues: ſoasthou wilt iudgethy ſelfe worthic of that 
puniſhmentwhich murtherers haue deſerued. Ifambition hath blindedthee;,all the 
world being witneſle ofthy wickedneſle , will forcethee toopenthine eyes. God 
alſo will cauſetheeto behold thy periuries,thy faith broken, & thy treaſons. Which 
things ſogreatly diſpleaſehim, that although hitherto, for ſome hidden good, hee 
hath not puniſhed, yet will heneuer fauour men ſoimpiouſly diſpoſed. Donotther- 
fore promilethy ſelte a victorie certaine, ſiththeiuſt ire of God will impeachit,and 
wearedetermined with loſle of libertieroloſe ourliues, Which if we be not able 
to defend, then haue werather to ſubmit our ſelues toanic other Princethen tothy 
ſelte. Forif our ſinnes beſuch,as againſt our willes we muſt fall intothy hands, be 
aſſured, a dominion begunne with craft and infamic, ſhall either inthee orthy chil- 
dren,cndewithdiſhonour and ſhame. The Earle notwithſtanding he felt himſelfe 
by the Milaneſi many waies touched, yer ſhewed henoextraordinaric chaunge, ci- 
ther by word or leftyre: but anſwered hee was content tobeare their chollor , and 


the great iniuric of their vnwiſe words. Whereunto he would anſwerepaniculer- ,,cre. 


ly,ifthey were beforea ludge indifferent todeterminethec6troucrſie.Forit ſhould 
appearethathe had not offended the Mlareſi,butprouided that they ſhould not in- 
juric him. And well heknew,after the viQtorie of Carrauaggio what they haddone: 
when inſtead of rewarding him withYerona or Breſcia, they ſought ro make peace 
withthe Yenetians.To the end,that vpon him onely the diſpleaſure ſhould be laide: 
and they to enioy theprofit of the victorie, withthe honor of the peace, and all the 
commoditie reaped by the warre. Soas they had no cauſeto'complaine,though he 
had madethatcompolition whichthey praQiſed to bring topaſſe. Which reſoluti- 
on being deferred,they wereas muchto blametheir owne ingratitude,as find fault 
with him : and whether this weretrue ornot, that God (whomthey had called to 
renenge their iniuries)would by theend of the war ſhevw whom hemoſt fauoured, 
or which partiedid tight with moſt iuſtice. The Embaſſadours being departed, the 
Earle prepared toaſſaiſethe Alaneſi,and they madereadie fordefence. Then with 
the vertue of Franceſco and Giacopo Piccinins (who tor the auncient hatred the Brac- 
cheſchi bare to the Sforzeſchi , had bene ro the Milanchi faithfull) they hopedro de- 
fend theirlibertie:ar theleaſt, till ſuch time asthey might diſunite the Yenetians and 
the Earle, who they thought would not be yore, bs friends nor faithfull.Cnthe 0- 
ther ſide,the Earle A creof, ſuppoſed it was wiſedome,tobindethe Y exeti- 
ans by reward, which would holdeſure, though the bond of friendſhip were too 

weake. Andtherſore ingiuing order forthe war, he was content that they ſhould 

aſſault Crema, and hee withother forces would ſet vpponthe reſt of that countrey, 

This _—— laide before the Fenetians, wasthe occaſion that they continued 

ſolong inthe Earles friendſhip,rill he had ſurprized allthedominion of the Milane/i, 

and diſtreſſed the Towneſoneare, as thedwellerstherein could not makeprouili- 

on of things neceſlarie. In ſo much,as diſpairing of all other aide, they ſent Embaſ- 


ſadorsto Yerice, deſiring the Senate to haue compaſcion of their eſtate, and be,plea- __ 
ſed, (according tothe cuſtome of Common-weales)to fauour liberrie,and di Sata 
ib wy onrs mT es Milan,could not be by the Y enetians Senare of Ve- 

they | nice. A 


eaſily brideled. tednot, that hewas content with theaunciem con- 
ditions of the ſtare, bur aſpired further. The Yenetiansnot hauing yertthe poſſeſsion 
of Crema(which beforethey chaunged countenance, they determined to haue)an- 
{wered publikely, that in reſpeQ of the contratmade withtheEarle, they might 
not helpethe M;/avefi , yer privately they: enterteinedthe Embaſſadors with hope, 

that 
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paſion,by profit, or ſeare, they mightcompallethething which they deſired, Bur 
of cruell mien, & couergus, being intheir owne opinion mightie(thole three means 
not preuailing)nothing is obteined:ſo as wholoucuerdotb truſt by entreatiero make 
them pirritull,or by gitts to winnethem, or by threatnings to teare them, deceiueth 
imſelfe, Werthereforenow knowing (thoughalltoo late)thycruehtic, thy.ambiti- 
on,andthy pride,arecome vnto thee,not requiring any thing, nor hoping (though 
we had ſuchdefire).ro obteineit , but to put thee in remembrance what benetuces 
thou haſt receined of the M4/ane/i,and laic beforethee, with what ingratituderthou 
doeſtrequitethem; To the end, thatamong io many iniuries by vs endured, wee 
may take this only pleaſure, rorepronethee. 1 han oughtſt ro remember wel,what 
thy ſtate and condition was,after the death of Duke Ph:/zppo, T hon wert enemicto 
the Popeand the King, T hou wert abandoned by the Florentines and Y enetians,vyho 
either 1uſtly offended with thee, or hauing no more neede of thee, went become as 
their enemy. Thou wert weary ofthe war which thou hadſt made with the church, 
Thou hadfſt fewe men,tewe triends, licle money,an4 bereft of all hopeto beablero 
hold thine ownecountrey, and thy auncient reputation: which ſhouldealily hae 
benetaken fromthee, had not our ſimplicitichelped. For we onely receiued thee, 
aded with the reverence webare tothe happic memorie of ourDuke , vnto 
whom thou(being allied)didſtmake vs belicue,that his lone would hauecontinu- 
ed in his heires, And {ith to his benefits, we ioyned ours,that fauour and friendſhip 
ought to haue bene,not onely firme, but alſo inſeparable, InreſpeQt whereof tothe 
auncient compoſition, we ioyned Yeron & Breſcia. \Vhat could we more giue thee 
or prr__ ? And what couldſtthou either of vs or anyothers, in thoſedayes 
either haue or deſiremore } Thou haſt received of vs.a pleaſure vnlooked for, and 
we for recompence; hane receiued ofthee,adiſplealure not deſerned, Neither haſt 
thou deferredthuslongto ſhevy thy pride. For thou wert no (Goner General of our 
Armie,but tojuſticerhou didſt receive Pawa: which ought to haue war- 
ned vs, to what end thy friendſhiprended. Which iniurie we bare, ſuppoling that 
vitorie withthe Ne thereof, would haue ſatisfiedthy umbition Bue( (le) 
thoſewhodeſireall,cannot with mou be contented, Thou didft promiſethat we 
ſhould enioy allthings after that time by thee wonne. Forthou kneweſt well, that 
whichthon gaueſtat many times, thou mighteſt reſume ar once: as it cameto pale 
aker the vitoric of Carravaggio; which being begun with bloud & mony , was af- 
terfollowed with our deſtruction. O how vnhappicarethoſe Cities whichbe con- 
ſtrained rodefend their liberties: againſtthe ambiton of all thoſe that wold oppreſſe 
-them: bur much more vnhappy bethey tharare inforced toimploy intheirdetence, 
inaricand diſloyall ſouldiers,ſuch asthouart. God graunt that this our exam- 

y bea warning to others hereaſter : {ith that of Thebeand Philep of Macidon, 
not warned vs. Who hauing wonne victorieo{their enemies, becameoftheir 
owne Capraine, firſttheir enemie,and after theic Prince. We may not therefore be 
/blamed of other fault, thento hauetruſted roo much in thee , whom weought nor 
ro haue rruſted at all, Forthy former life, & thy inſatiable mind,not contented with 
any honour oreftate, might haue forewarned vs. Neither ought we to hauerepoſed 
any truſtinthee, who had berraied the Lord of Lucca, flecſedthe Florentinesand Ve- 
netians, litle eſteemed the Duke, nor regardedthe King, and aboucall, with many 
iniuries offended God and his Church. Neither ought we cuer to haue belecued, 
that ſomany Princes had leſſe power of Franceſco Sforza,then the Atlanefi, or that 
he would keep his faithto vs, whichto ſo many others he had broken. Butthis our 
ſmall wiſdom whichwedo blame in our ſelues, doth nor excuſethy breach of faith, 
nor purge thee ofthoſcinfamies, which our iuſt complaints ſhall diſperſethrough- 


our 


A 
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out the world. Neither can it be, but that the pricke of thine owne conſcience will 
perſecutethee. Forthoſe Armes which were prepared by vs, to aſſault others, muſt 
now by thy meanes offend our ſelues: ſoasthou wilt iudgethy (elfe worthie of that 
puniſhment which murtherers hauedeſerued. If ambition hath blinded thee, all the 
world being witneſle ofthy wickedneſſe, will forcethee toopenthineeyes. God 
alſo will cauſetheeto behold thy periuries,thy faith broken, & thy treaſons. Which 
things ſogreatly diſpleaſe him, that although hitherto, for ſome hidden good, hee 
hath not puniſhed, yet will heneuer fauour men ſoimpioully diſpoſed. Donotther- 
fore promilethy ſelte a victorie certaine, liththeiuſt ire of God will impeachit,and 
wearedetermined with loſſe of libertietoloſe ourliues, Which if webe not able 
rodefend, then haue werather to ſubmit our ſelues toanie other Princethen tothy 
ſelte. Forif our ſinnes beſuch,as againſt our willes we muſt fall intothy hands, be 
aſſured, a dominion begunne with craft and infamic, ſhall either inthee orthy chil- 
dren,ende withdiſhonour and ſhame. The Earlenotwithſtanding he felt himſelfe 
by the Milaneſi many waies touched, yet ſhewed henoextraordinaric chaunge, ci- 
ther by word or Teſtyre: but anſwered hee was content to beare their chollor , and 
the great iniurie of their vnwiſe words, Whereunto he would anſwereparticuler- 
ly,ifthey werebeforea ludge indifferent todeterminethec6trouerſie. Forit ſhould 
appearethat he had not offended the Milareſi, but prouided that they ſhould nor in- 
juric him. And well heknew,after the vitorie of Carrawaggio what they had done : 
when in ſtead of rewarding him withYerona or Breſcia, they ſought ro make peace 
withthe Yenet:ans.T © the end,that vpon him onely the diſpleaſure ſhould be laide: 
and they to enioy theprofit of the victorie, withthe honor of the peace, and all the 
commoditie reaped by the warre. So as they had no cauſeto'complaine,though he 
had madethat compolition whichthey praQiiſed to bring topaſſe. Which reſoluti- 


on being deferred,they wereas muchto blametheir owne ingratitude,as find fault 


The Earles 


aniwclc. 


with him : and whether this weretrue ornot, that God (whomthey had called to 


renenge their iniuries)would by the end of the war ſhew whom hemoſt auoured, 
or which partiedid tight with moſt iuſtice. The Embaſſadours being departed, the 
Earle prepared toaſſailethe Mulaneſi,and they madereadie fordefence, Then with 
the vertue of Franceſco and Giacopo Piccinine (who for the auncient hatred the Brac- 
cheſchi bare to the Sforzeſchi , had beneto the Milancſi faithfull) they hopedro de- 
fend theirlibertie:ar theleaſt, ill ſuch time asthey might diſunite the Yenetians and 
the Earle, who they thought would not be jonghi friends nor faithfull.On the 0- 
ther ſide,the Earle knowing thereof, ſuppoſed it was wiſedome,to bindethe/ encti- 
ans by reward, which would holdeſure, though the bond of friendſhip were too 
weke. Andtherſore ingiuing order forthe war, he was content that they ſhould 
aſſault Crema, and hee with other forces would ſet vpponthe reſt of that countrey. 
This compoſition laide before the Fenetians, was the occalion that they continued 
ſolon inthe Earles friendſhip,till he had ſurprized allthedominion of the Milaneſi, 
and diſtreſſed the Towneſoneare, as thedwellerstherein could not makeprouili- 
on of things neceſlarie. In ſo much, as diſpairing of all other aide, they ſent Embaſ- 
ſadorsto Venice, deſiring the Senate to haue compaſsion of their eſtate, and be,plea- 
ſed, (according tothe cuſtome of Common-weales)to fauour libertie,and distauor 


a Tyrant. Who 
eaſily brideled. 


leenednor, that he was content with the auncient con- 


ditions of the ſtare, bur aſpired further. The Yenetiansnot hauing yetthe poſſeſsion 
of Crema(which beforethey chaunged countenance, they determined to haue)an- 
{wered publikely, that in reſpeQt of the contrat made withtheEarle, they might 
not helpethe Mlaveſi , yet priuately they enterteinedthe Embaſſadors with hope, 

; that 


Expoftulation 


of the Floren- 


rines.to the 


nice. 


carrans re become Lord of Milan,could not beby the Y enetians Senate of Ve- 
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that acompoſition was likely to be made, andthen, they ſhould aſſuretheir Symute 
totruſt vto them. The Earle with his men was alreadie ſonear Milan,as they afſaul- 
tedthe ſuburbes,and the /er:t1ans hating taken Crema, thought good no longer tv 
deferrethe aiding of the .1/an:ſ# with whom they compounded, Among the thirſt 
Articles, they promiſed by all meanes to deiendtheir libertie. T his new contract 
made,they commaunded that all their ſouldiers ſeruing vnder the Earle, ſhould de- 
art from him,andretrethemielues tothe /enctians Campe. T hey allo lignified vn- 
rotheEarle,the peace concluded withthe Mz/aneſt, towhom they had guentwen- 
the Earle. tiedaics ſpacetoacceprt it. The Earle maruelled nor at this reſolution taken by the 
jars , becauſethat long before he had toreſcene it, and looked the ſame ſhould 
"euetieday cometo paſlle. Yet could he notbur be ſorie,and feele the ſame offence, 
whichthe Milane/idid, when heabandoned them. For anſwering ofthe Embaſla- 
dors ſent from Yearcerodeclarethe League, he tooketheleiſfure of rwodaies, Du- 
ring which time, he determined to enterteinethe Yenetians,and not abandon the en- 
terpriſe. And therefore publikely laid, he would allow thepeace,and ſent Embaiſa- 
dorsto Yemice, with a large Commiſsion to ratihe the ſame : yet ſecretly he comman- 
ded them,notto conclude, but with delaics and cauillations, todeterretheconclu- 
fion. And to make the Yenctians the rather beleenue, that v;hich hee ſpake, hee made 
truce with the Milaneſi for one moneth : retyring his Campe ftarre a the Citie, 
and diuiding his forces into other places neare hand , which he had lately wonne. 
This oraftile was occaſion of his victorie, for the Yenetianstruſting tothe peace, 
were more ſloyy in preparation tothe warre, and the Milaneſi ſeeing thetruce made, 
theenemie aaa a theYenetians their friends, beleeucd aſſuredly that the Earle 
would abandonthe enterpriſe. W hich determinarion,by two means hindred them. 
The firſt was, becauſethey neglected to prepare for their own defence. The other, 
forthat they laidthe countrey opentothe enemie, For thetimethen being fit totill 
the earth,they ſowed great ſtore of corne : by meane whereof , the Earle might the 
more ealily famiſhthem. TotheEarle on theother ſide, allthoſe thinges helped, 
which hindered the enemie : and beſides the delaie gaue him commoditietotake 
breath,and prouide for aide. In allthis warre of Zombaray, the Florentines were not 
diſcoueredto be of any ſide,norto haue fanoured the Earle,either when he defen- 
ded the Milaneſ,norafter. Forthe Earlehaving had no need, did not verie ear- 
neſtlieſecke it. Onely after the overthrow of _— , by verve of their Ob- 
ligation inthe League, they ſent aidetothe/enctians, Burthe Earle Franceſco being 
alone, and wanting other refuge, was enforced inſtantly to praie aide ofthe Floren- 
Coſimode tines, both ofthe fre publikely, & of his friends priuately : chiefly of Coſimode Ae- 
ch friend dicj, with whom he hadeuer bene in great familiaritie, and was by him inall his ac- 
—_— tions faithfully counſelled,and liberally ſupplied. Neither did Coſmo inthis lo great 
aneceſcitic forſake him: for as a priuate man he bountifully relecued him,andto fol- 

low the enterpriſe encouraged him. Heeallo entreated the Cintie publikely to a(siſt 

him whereneed required. At thattimeliued in Florence, Nerithe ſonne of Gino Cay- 

poni, a Citizen of great power,who thought itnot good for the Citie,that the Earte 

ſhould poſſeſſe Milan, ſuppoſing it more profitable for 1tal, that hee ſhou!dratife 

Neti thepeace,then proſecutethe warre. Firſt hedoubred leaft ther Milaneſefor the dif- 
nog leafurethey bareto the Earle, would yeeld wholly to theFexetians, which wor 1d 
be the ruineof cucrie man. Then he indgedif the Earle ſhould happentoſurprize 

Milan, that ſo great forces and countries 10yned togither, wereto be feared . And if 

he wereinſuppornable, being anEarle, aſpired tothe title of Duke, noman ſFould 
endure his pride. Wherefore, he thought better both for the Common-weale of 
Florence ,andall 1tah, that the Earle ſhould continuewith his reputation in Armes, 
| and 
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and Lombardyto bediuided inrorwocommon-weales, which would neuer ioyne it 
the offence otan other, and oneof themalone, could not oftend': and tor bringing 
this to paſle, he ſaw no better meane,then not toaidethe Earle;and maintainthevid 
league with the Yenerzans, Thelerealons werenototthe friendsot Coſtmoaccepted: 
becauſethey thoughtthat Ver: did makethem , notbecauſe hethoughtthem good 
forthe common-weale,but tor that he would not; thatthe Earlebeing triend to C- 
ſamo, (hould aſpiretrobe Duke. Fearing leaſt by that means, Coſmo ſhould become 0- 
- uer mighty: & Coſano contrariwile proued, that aiding of the Earle, was both tor /z.c- 
ly & that common-weale moſt protitable, Andthat itwasno wiſe concen,tothinke 
that the Mlareſi could corinue tree, becauſe thequalitie oftheir citie,their maner of 
life, & the factions inueterated there, were contrary tothetorme of all ciuil gonern- 
ment: ſoas, it behoued that the Earle thould become Duke,or els the 7 ex:t1ars wold 
fefle it. And inthatchoyſe,there was no man ſo witleſſe,that knew not whether 
1 were betterto haue at hand a mightie neighbour,or a more mightic enenmie. Net- 
ther could hethinke itto be donbred, thatthe Mzlaneſs (for hauing warre with the 
Earle) would yeeldtheir obediencetothe Yexetians. Forthe Earle hauing a factis in 
Milan, & not they, wheſocuerthey could not defend themſelues as free,they wold 
rather yeeld tothe Earle,thento the Yznetians.T heſedinerlities of opinions held the 
citie doubtful what to determine. Neuerthelefle inthe end was c6cluded:that Em- 
baſladors ſhould beſenttothe Earleto enterteina peace, & if they found him ſtrong 
or likelyto haue the victory, thento conclude: ornot, to viecauillations & delaies, 
TheſeEmbaſſadonrs wereat Reggio, before they vnderſtood thatthe Earle was be- 
come Lord of Mi/a.Forthe Earle ſo ſoone asthetime of truce was ended,cnuironed 
the citie with ſouldiers, hoping within ſhort ſpace, in deſpight oftheYereti7s,to fur- 
prize it : becauſethey werenot ableroſuccour it,ſauing on that fidetowards Ada: 
which paſſage, mighteaſily beimpeached , and it was nor feared, (the winter being 
come) So the enetians would encamp there, Alſorthe Earle hoped, beforethe win- 
ter ſhould paſſe,to hanethe victory, and therather by the death of Franceſco Prccini- 
uo, Who had only lettGiacopo his brother togouerne the Mlaneſi, TheY enetians had 
ſent an Embaſſadorto Man, to encourage thoſe Citizens to ſtand totheir ownde- 
fence, promiſing them great and ſpeedice ſupplie. During that winter, ſomelight 
Skirmiſhes happened betwixt the Yen-trans and the Earle, Bur fo ſooneasthe ſea- 
ſon ſuffered , th 


thereby rrietheir fortune. Pandolfotheir Capteine, thought not govodro make that 
triall, in reſpeCt otthe Earles vertue, andthe ſutficiencie of his armie : buthoped n 
was poſsible without fighting more ſafely roopprefſe him: becauſe the Zarle at thiar 

t, was withthelackeot corne greatly diſtreſſed. His aduiſetherefore was,that 
the campe ſhould notdiſlodge, wherby the M7/ane/might ſtil hope of ayd,and nor 
bydiſpair yeeld them tothe Earle. This opinis was by the Yenetransallowed,as we! 
in reſpect of ſecuritie, asthattheythoughtthe cAſilaneſ?, being in fo great necelsitie, 
ſhould be enforced to yeeld totheir dominion, perſuaded thatthey wold never gine 
theſelues tothe Farle,by whothey had bin many waies inmred. Inthis meane tpace 
the Milani were broghtalmoſtinto extreme miſery, & inthat citie(naturally abot- 
ding with poore people)many died of famin, wheratthe inhabitants murm1:ced and 
coplained. The magiſtrars therby grew afraid, & carefully prouidedthar the people 
ſhuld'not gathertogither. For although themultitude ak not haſtily diſpole it ſelf 
tromiſchief,yet whe it happEro befully ber, cuery litle accidet doth moue in. Ithap- 
ned that 2.men of mean c6ditis, wereneartorhenew gate,talking ofthe calamiries 


of thecity, & their miſery, deuiſing what mcans might be wroghrforredres therof. 
P Others 


e Venetians vnder the conduGt of Pandolfo CMalateita, brought their 71, veneri- 
Army toA das : wherethey conſulted, whether it was beſttoaſſaultthe £ar!e,ar;d ans aide the 


15s THE HISTORIE 


Others drew vntothem,till they werea good number. T herby a brute was blowne 
through Maw, that the inhabitants neare tothe new gate werealreadir in Armes, 
Then al|themultzude (whichaſpected onely occalion) rooke Armesand created 
Gaſparo da Y wcomercatothcic Captain, & went tothe place wherethe magiſtrates were 
allembled: whomthey ſorcrrified, that ſo many as could, did flce,thereſt were (lain, 
Among whom Leowardo V entero,the Venetian Embaſlador was murthered : who had 
beforethat time reioyced at their miſerie, and was thought to haue bene the occaſi- 
onotthe miſchicfeand tamine, T husthemultitude (as Lords of the Citie)among 
themſclues conſulted , what wastobedone , rodceliuerthem from ſo manifold {or- 
rowes,wherinto they were cntred. And euery man = 4 good toyeeld the citie 
(liththelibertic could not be preſerned) toſome Prince that were ablerodeſend i. 
Somelaidtotheking A/fon/o,lome tothe Duke of Saxoia, & ſome tothe Frenchking. 
Ofthe Earle no ma made menti6,lo great was yet the offence of the people towards 
Jaw mute him. Notwithſtanding (ceing they could not rejolne vpon any, Gaſpare Y icomercato 
counſel, =Wasthe firſtthatnamed the Earle : declaring at large , that ifthey would be diſchar- 
ged ofthe warre, there wasno other way but tochuſe him ; becauſe the people of 
Ailan had neceſsitie of cenain & preſent peace, & could not tarry long in hope of fu- 
turerelicf. Moreouer he excuſed theaCtions ofth* Earle,acculingthe Y enctians,and 
all the other Princes of /taty, becauſe they would not, ſome for ambition, & ſome for 
couctile,that Mila ſhould continue free. And therfore being forced ro depart with 
libertic, it wasbeſt ro yeeld to ſuch a one, as could & wonld detend it.Soas by that 
ſeruitude,they mightat the leaſt gain peace without further loſle,or war more dan- 
gerous. T his ſpeech was with great attenti6 hearkned vnto, & cuery manwith one 
voice c6ſented thatthe Earle ſhould be choſen, and Gaſparo was made Embaſlador to 
call him: whoby commandement of the people, went vntothe Earletopreſem him 
The Earts his plealant & happienewes. The Earle willingly accepred theſame & entered into 
Franceſco be- Aſilanas Prince,the 26.0f February,inthe yere | 450. And wasthere with exceeding 
— of gladnes receiued,euEby thoſe who not 16g beſore had hated & defamed him. The 
4 newesof this victory being brought to Florence, order was taken withrhe Embaſla- 
dors ſentfr6 thence(and were already vponthe way towards the Earle)that inſtead 
of entreaty of with him as Earle, they ſhuld cogratulatethe vitory as Duke, 
TheſeEmbaſladors wereby the Duke honorably receiued, & bountifully entertei- 
ned. For he knew wel that againſtthe power of the Yenetians, he could not findin all 
Italy,more faithful nor more mighty friends,then the Florentins. Who hauing remo- 
ued feare of the /iſconti, thought they (hould be forced to fight with Aragon & Fe- 

nice, Becauſe the hovſe of Aragonthen Kings of Naples, was their enemie inr 
ofthe friend (hip by them borneto the houſe of France: and the Y enetiznsknew that 
the auncient feare of the Yiſconti, was freſh, and that carefully they had perſecuted 
them ; whereforedoubting thelike perſecution, ſought their ruine. Theſe marrers 
were the occaſion that the new Duke was ealily ws. apr” tofriendthe Florentines, 
League be. and that the Yenetians and the King A/fonſo, agreedto ioyne againſt their common 
ewxtKing Ale enemie: binding themſcluesat oneſelfetime,to rake armes; & that the King ſhould 
Venetian, aſſault the Florentines, and the Venetians ſet vponthe Duke. Whobeing new in the 
ſtare , was not (as they thought) neither able with his owne forces to withſtand 
them, nor with the aide of others could be defended. Yet becauſe the league 
berwixt the Florentines and Venetians continued, and that the King after the warres 
of Piombino had made peace with them, they thought not good to breake that 
ce, till ſachtime as they had ſome colour tro make warre. Wherefore both the 
Embaſlador* one & theother, ſent Embaſſadors to Flortce,to ſignifieinthebehalf oftheir Lords, 


RR that the league was made not to offend any man, but to defend their Countries. 
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And moreouer the Yenetians complained, that the Florentines had giuen paſſage to 
Aliſandro,brother tothe Duke of Lunigians, whereby hewith his forces paſled imo 
Lombardy : and thatthey werealſo the Authors and Councellours,to make the agree- 
ment betwixt the Duke and the Marqueſle of Mantone: All which things they 
faid) were preiudiciall totheir ſtate, andthe friendſhip berwixt them, Whole 
friendly withed thEtoremember,that who ſo offendeth an other wrongfully,doth 
giue occaſionto him that is offended, iuſtly to ſeek revenge; and hethat breaketh the 
peace, muſt euerlooke to find war. T he anſwer ofthis Embaſlage was by the Senate The Embaſſa- 
committed to Coſomo: who in a long and wiſe Oration, laid before them allthe benj- 4 aviwered. 
fts which his citic had beſtowed vpontheYenetian common-weale.Declaring how 
- greatdominion they had wonne by means of the mony,the men, & counſel,of the 
Florentines. And aſſured them,that {iththe Florentine: did occalionthe friendſhip,no 
cauſe of warre ſhould cuer proceed from them. For they _ bene cuer louers of 
peace, commended greatly the agreement betwixt them, ſoas for peace, and not for 
warthe ſame were made, But he marnelled much of theYenctiancomplaints,&thar 
of ſo {mall & vain matters,ſo great acommon-weale wold make account. But if they 
had bene worthie conſideration, yet was it knowne tothe world, that the Florentine 
country was free,and opento all men,andthe Duke was ſuch a one as to win friend- 
ſhip with Mantona, had nonecd,either of counſel or fauour. Wherfore he doubred, 
that theſe complaints, had vnderthem hidden, ſome ſecret poiſon not yer perceiued. 
Which ſobeing, euery man ſhould ealily vnderſtand, that as the Florentimes friend- 
ſhipdid protitthem,ſotheir diſpleaſurecould hinder them. Thus for that timethe 
marter was lightly paſſed ouer, & the Embaſladors ſeemed to depart wel inough c6- 
rented. Notwithſtanding,the league being made,the maner ofthe Yenetians andthe 
Kings proceedings,did occali6 the Florentines & the Duke, rather tolooke for ſome | 
new war,then hope of firme peace. Therefore the Florentines ioyned in _ with Leagrebe- 
the Duke, & inthe mean while,the euildiſpoſition ofthe Yenetians was diſcouered: Fyecnerme 
becauſe they made league with the Saneſi,& baniſhed all the Florentines, with enery and Duke. 
other petſon ſubiect to the ſtate of Flortce.Shortly aftes,the king 4/fon/odid thelike, 
without any reſpect to thepeace madethe yeare before, & hay iuſt cauſeor co- 
loured occalion. The Yenetianslaboured to gain the poſſeſsion of Bologna, &for that 
eaided the baniſhed men ofthat Citic, who with many others, found means 

inthe night roenterthe rowne, They wereno ſooner withinthe walles,but them- 
ſeluesmadean Alarum, Whereat Sat Bentinozli ſuddcinly Rart vp , and know- 
ing that the Citie was _—_ by Rebels : (although hee were by many triendes 
counſelled,by flecingto faue his life) yet would he in any wiſe ſhew his faceto For- 
tune,takearmes,and encourage others rodothelike. Hetherefore with ſome others, 
made head & a(laulred part of the Rebels,and brakethem, (ieying many,and forcing 
thereſt to flee the Citie, Whereuppon enery man indged,that hee had made good 

ooferobe of therightrace of Bentiuog/i. TheſeaQtions, brought vo Florence a _ 
has beliefe of thefuture warre, Thereforethe Florentines reſortingto their aunci- Freparanon 
ent orders, created theten Magiſtrates forthe war, entertained new Captaines/ſent tjorence. 
Embaſſadors to Rome, to Naples, to Venice, and to Siena, procure aid of their friends, 
diſcouer ſu{peQs, gainethe good will of thoſe that were neutrall , and ſounde the 
determination of enemies. Of the Popethey could get nothing but general words, 
curreſie,and perſwalionto peace. Ofthe King they vnderſtood only his vaineexcu- 
ſes for diſcharging the Florentines,and offered to giueſafe conduct toeueriemanthar 
deſired it, dalbeit he went about by all meanes, to conceale the intention of 
the new warre, yet the Embaſſadours knewe well his enill meaning, and de- 
tected manie dealinges of his, to the diſaduauntage of therr Common-weale., 
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With the Duke they renewed the —_— fortilying the ſame with ſundrie Ob- 
ligations : and by his meanes gained the _ will ot the Genoneſ : all 
tormerquarrels, Notwithſtanding that the Yenetians had laboured manie wayes, 
to impeach that compolition, and intreated the Emperour of Con/antinopleto ba- 
niſh trom his countries all the Florentire Nation. So greatly they grew into hate 
by this war, and ſo great force had their delireof government, as without reſpeCt, 
they ſought to oppreſſethole who werethe cauſe of their greatneſle, Neuerthe- 
leſſe by that Emperour they were not hearkened vnto, The Embaſſadours forthe 
Florentines, were by the Yenetian Senate forbidden to enter into their Countrey : 
alleaging that they being in league with the King , might not (without his priui- 
tie) giue them audience. The Sareſi enterteined the Embaſſadours with curte- 
ous words, fearing to be ſurprized before rhe league could defende them : and 
thereforethought good nottoſtirre thoſe Armes, which they werenot abletore- 
iſt, The Yenetiansand the King (as was then coniectured) would haueſent Em- 
baſſadors to Florence, to iuſtife - 4 warre. But the Embaſſadour for the Y enetians, 
would not enter intothe Florentines dominion,and the Kings Embaſladordurſtnor 
alone execvtethat meſſage. Whereby theEmbaſſage was not performed. Andthe 
Venetians by meanes thereof, knew that they were litle eſteemed of the Florentines, 
they (a few months paſt)eſteemed not _—— feare of theſe moti6s, wh6 
Tre -mpe- , the Emperour Federigo thethird , cameinto 1talytobe crowned, thethirtieday of 
in Floreace. Tanuary,intheyeare1 45 1. Andentring into Florence with athouſand fiue hundred 
. horſes, was by that Cirtie, moſt honourably receiued and enterteined, till thefixr 
of February. At whichtime hee tooke his iourney from thence towards his Co» 
ronation at Kome, where he was ſolemnely Crowned and marricd tothe Empreſle, 
being comethither by ſea. Theſe ceremonies performed, the Emperour returned 
towards Germany , and came againeto Florencein themoneth of May: where hewas 
vied withthe ſame honours he had there before receined. Alſo in his returne, ha- 
ning bene pleaſured by the Marqueſle of Farrara, for recompence the Emperour 
granted vnto himtheCities of Modina & Reggio. During all theſe doings, the Floren- 
times omitted not their preparation for the war, giving themſelues reputation, and 
the enemieterror. T hey and the Duke ioyned league with the French King, for de- 
fenceof all their countries in generall. Which league with great magnificence and 
reioycing,they publiſhed throughout all 7taly.By this time was comethe yere 1452. 
when in May ,theYenetians thought good no longer to deferrethe warre againſt the 
Duke. Wherefore with ſixteenethouſand horſe, and ſixe thoufand footemen, they 
Milan afſaul- afſaulred himtowards Zodi: and attheſametimethe Marqueſle of Aonferato, either 
_ prouoked by his owne ambition, or by the Yexetians requeſt, aſlaulted him on the 
other {ide,towards Aleſſandria, The Duke on the contrary york had aſſembled if 
a 


reenethouſand horſe,and threethouſfand footemen. And hauing turniſhed Aleſſan- 
driaand Lodi, helikewile fortified all thoſe places whichthe enemie might offend, 
Thenwith his ſouldiers he aſſaulted the country of Breſcia, where he greatly dama- 
ged the Yenetians,ſpoiling that countrey, and ſacking thoſetownes which werenot 
ſtrong. Butthe Marqueſſe of Monferato being broken by the Dukes forces at Aleſſan- 
dria,the Duke might withthe more ſtrength encounterthe 7 enetians, & aſſault their 
country. Thus the war of Lombardyproceeding, & therin ſundry accidents(not wor- 
thiememorie) hapning : itcameto paſſe, that the like war begun in Toſcana betwixt 
theKing Alfonſo, & the Florent ines: which was performed with no more vertue,nor 
Poiano affaul- More peril,thE that of Labardy. Ferridothe baſtard ſon of Alfonſo,came into Italy,wth 
eedby Ferran- 12.5500, fouldiers,condutted by Federigo Lord of Yrbino. Their firſt enterpriſe was to 
aſſault Fejaxo inthe vale of Chiana:for having frend(hip of the Saneſt,they might thar 
way 
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way enter intotheterritorie of Florexce. That Caſtle was weakly walled,and of final 
receipt,theretore with no great numberdetended, yetthole few intheCaſtle were 
accountedatthat time valiant and loyall ſouldiers,T henumberlent by the Sexitero 
guard that Caſtle, were 200. This Caſtle inthar ſort prepared, was by Ferrandobelic- 

ed: andthe vertue of thoſe within ſo great, and ſolitlethe value of them withour, 
7 rillthe end of 36. dayes it was not wonne. The protraCt of whichtime,gauethe 
Cittiecommoditietoprouide todetend other places of more moment, toallemble 
their forces, & putthem inreadineſle, The enemy hauing takEthis Caſtle, paſſed in- 
to Chianti, where they (et vpon two ſmall towns belonging to priuate men, & could 
not winthem; but marched trom thence, and beſieged Catelling a fortreſle ſeated 
vponthe confines of Chiant/ , within ten myles of Sena; which placeboth by Art 
and Nature is exceeding weake : rg 1. (ſo baſe was the courage of this 
Campe)as itcould not conquerethat Caſtle of no forceatall, For after they had be- 
ſieged it 44.dayes,they departed thence with ſhame. So (malterror was inthoſe ar- 
mies,and (o ltie peril inthoſe wars,as thoſetownes which at this day are abandoned 
as impoſsibleto be kept, at that time,as places impregnable,\yere defended, During 
that Ferranzoremained with his Campin Chianti, he made many roades intothe Flo- 
rentines country, ipoiling that Prouince within ſ1xemiles of the Cittie, tothe great 
loſſeand terror 0: the Florentine ſubiects, Who hauing by that time prepared forces 
tothenumberol eight thonſand, vnderthe condut of Aftore di Faenza,and Giſmon- 
do Malateitt,heid the enemie aloofetowards the Caſtle of Colle;tearing alwaies they 
ſheuld be forced to hight, and thought,that if they loſt not that day, they could nor 
loſethe warre.B-cauſe theſmall Caſtles being loſt, might berecouered by peace,and 
thegreat tovwnes were aſſured, by reaſon the enemie was not ableto afſaile them. 
The King had alſo vponthe ſea neareto P;/a,twentiefaile of Gallies and Foyſts. And 
while Za Catellina was aſſaulted , that Nauie battered the fortrefſe of Y ade, which 
throughthe ſmalldiligence ot the Capraine was taken. By meane whereof,the ene- 
mie afterwards moleſted the country thereabouts. Which moleſtation was eaſilie 
remoued of certaine {ouldiers,aduenturers, ſent by the Florentines: who conſtrained 
the enemienot toretire far fromtheſealide. The Pope during theſe warres, inter- 
medled not, but where he hoped to make peace betweenethe parties. For herefrai- 
nedthe warres abroad,fearing greater troubles at home. Inthoſedayes lined Steffa- 
no Porcari,a Citizen of COLES for birth and learning(butmuch more for courage 
and magnanimitic of minde) to be honoured. This Stefano (according tothe cu- 
ſtome of men,delirous of glorie)thought rodo, orattheleaſtroattempr ſomething 
worthie memorie. T henimagining he could not take in hand any thing morewor- 
thie,thentodeliuer his country from theſubiection of theprieſts, & reduce ittothe 
ancient libertic,reſoluedto enterpriſe that action, hoping therby (if it were brought 
to paſſe)to be called anew founder and father of Rome. Thoſe things which gaue 
him hope of happie ſucceſſe, werethe wicked connerſation of the Prelates, with the 
diſcontentment ofthe Barrons and people. Bur aboue all other, hewas moſt encou- 
raged with certaine verſes written by the Poet Franceſco Petrarcha,in his ſong,which 


beginneththus, 
| Spirto gentil, che quelle membra reegi: ec. 


Soprail monte T arpeo,Canzon V edraz 
V n Cauallier che Italia tutta honors 
Penſoſo Piudaltruigche di ſe te(ſs. 
This Steffano was perſwaded, that Poettes many times were inſpired withthedi- 


uine ſpirite-of propheſie : Whereof hee conceiued, that fortune would afſu- 
7H . redly 


Steffano Pore 
carl. 


Some do ſup- 


poſe this Can- 


to to be writ- 
ren,not vnto 
S.Porcari,but 
to Nicholo di 
Renzo,a ger 
tleman Ro- 
mane, by Pe- 
trarche, who 
therin ſcructh 
to diuine,that 
in Rowe ſhuld 
ariſe a Knighe 
famous rho- 
rowout all I- 


taly. 
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redly happen vnto him, which Petrarchahad in his verſes prophecied,and that him- 
ſelite wasthe man , that ſhould betheexecutor of ſoglorious an enterpriſe”: imagi- 
ning thar for eloquence, for learning, for tauour, and friends, there was no Romane 


' tohimcomparable. This conceiptpoſleſsing him, hereſolued to executethe ſame; 


yet could henot ſo ſecretly practiſe, but by words,by conuerſation,and his manner 
of lite, ſomewhat was diſcouered, and by that mean became ſuſpeCtedrothe Pope: 
who (toremooue him fromthe commodrie ofdoing harme) contined him to Z-- 
and commaunded the Gouernor of that Citie euerie day toſee him. Norwith- 
ſtanding, Steffans for this firſt diſgrace, diſmaied nor; but with the more endeuour 
followed his enterpriſe : and by all ſecret & ſubtijl meanes practiſed with his friends, 
oingto Rome, andreturning with ſuch ſpeed , as he mightat times nefeſlarie pre- 
ent himſelfeto the Gouernour, And ſolooneas hee had drawnea ſufficient num- 
ber of men to beof his minde , determined without further delaie to attempt the 
enterpriſe: giuing order to his friends in Rome, thatatatime prefixed, they (nould 
areaſolemne ſupper, whereallthe conſpirators ſhould meere, and euerie man 
ing with him his aflured friends, and hee himſelfe beforethe ſupper were ended, 
would betherealſo. All things weredone according toappointment, and Stefano 
arrined atthe feaſt. After 6 1199s himſelfe in cloath of gold,and other or- 
naments, which gaue him Maieftieand reputation. Inthar ſort, he came forthtothe 
conſpirators, embracing them, & perſwading them with | + 0pe to bereſolute, 
and readieto performe ſogloriousanattempr. T hen hedeuiledthe order therof,ap- 
pointing part ofthem, the next morning to ſurprizethe Popes Pallace, & thereſtto 
call thepeopletoarmes. Theſame 2 ſomeſay)through infidelitie ofthecon- 
ſpirators,the matter wasreucaled to the Pope. Others aftirme,that it cametoknow- 
—_— thoſethat ſawe Steffanocome into Rome, But howſoeuer it were, the ſame 
x ſupper, the Pope cauſed Steffano, withthe moſt part of his companions 
=, err. N70 and according totheir meritsput rodeath. Such was the end of 
this his enterpriſe. It may be,that ſome wil commend his intention, yet wil his judg- 
ment of all men bereproued. Becauſethis and ſuch like enterpriſes, although they 
carry withthema ſhadowy of glorie, yet in executi6they bring (almoſt euer)aſſured 
miſaduenture. The war had now continued in Toſcana almoſt onewholeyeare, and 
thearmies werereturned tothe field , inthe yeare 1454. At which time, Aliſandro 
Sforza was come tothe Florentines,with ſupply of twothouſand horſe. Wherby the 
Florentine army was wel encreaſed,and the Kings Campdiminiſhed. The Florentines 
thought good torecouer ſomethings by them loft, & ſo with ſmall labor gained the 
poſſeision of cerraineT ownes. Atterwardes they incamped before Foiano, which 
hnegligence ofthe Commiſlaries,was ſacked : and the inhabitans being di- 
ſperi ,wold not 4, © returnthither, til ſuch timeas by priuiledges & rewards 
they were allured. The fortreſſe of / ada,was allo recouered: Forthe enemies ſeei 
they could not defend it,did preſently abandon & burn it. During thetimethat thele 
things weredone bythe Florentinearmy, the Kings ſouldiers fearing to comeneare 
their enemies, retired themſclues towards Siena,many times ſpoiling the Florentines 
country,committing robberies,tumults, and exceeding great diſpleaſures, Neuer- 
theleſſe that King omitted not rodeuiſe ſome other way to aſſaultthe enemies,to cut 
offtheir forces,or by new troubles & afſaultsro keepthem i + Gam- 
bacortiwas Lord inthe vale of Bagno, He and his aunceſtors eitherby friendſhip or by 
obligation, had alwaies in times paſt,cither as hired,or as recommended, ſerued the 
Florexntines.\ith him the King Alfonſoprattiſed to hauethat countrey,and offred in 
recompencetherof, an other inthe kingdome. This praQtiſe was diſcouered at Fle- 
rence,yetto ſound thediſpoliti6 of Gherardo,they ſent an Embaſſador toremeEber him 
: of 
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of the obligation of his anceſtors,and his ownealſo,and therewith to perſuade him 
rocontinue his fidelitie towards that Commonyweale. Gherardoſcemed to meruaile 
much atthis meſſage, & with great othes proteſted, that neuer any diſloiall thought 
had entred his minde; and that he would come vnto Florexce, and make his owne 
perſon a pledge of his hdelitie: neuertheleſle, being atthar preſent lick, he could not 

oe thither, but with the Embaſſador would needs ſend his ſonne to remaine in 
Florenceas an hoſtage. Theſe words, & this dem6ſtration brought the Florentinesto 
belecue,that Gherardo had faid troth,and his accuſer being accounted a lier, was net 
regarded, nor the accuſation any more thought vpon. Notwithſtanding, Gherardo 
being {till ſollicited by the King, at length conſented to the practiſe. And hauing 
concluded the ſame, the King ſent tothe Vale of Bagnoa Knight of 1eruſalem called 
Paccio,and with him dinerſe bands of fouldiers,totake poſſe(sion of the Caſtles and 
Townes belonging to Gherards, But thoſe people of Bagnobeing afteCtionate tothe 
Flerentines , verie vnwillinglie promiſed their obedience to the Kings Commil- 


ſaries. Pucciohauing taken poſlelsion of all that ſtate, wanted onely to poſleſſe him- ted trom the 
ſelfe ofthe fortreſſe of Corzano, When Gherardedeliuered this poſleſsion, there was F'orentines. 


| preſent among many others, one called AntonioGualandi of Piſa, ayong man verie 
valiant,and ſuch a one, as was with the treaſon of Gherardogreatly diſcontented. He 
conſidering the cite ofthe fortreſſes, and _— by the countenance of thoſe ſoul- 
diers who guardedit, that they were likewiſediſpleaſed. While Gherardo ſtood at 
the gatetolet inthe Kings ſouldiers, Antonio came betwixt him and the Caſtle, and 
with both his hands forcibly thruſt him out, commaunding the Guard to ſhutthe 
$againſt ſo wicked a Traytor, and keepe the ſame tothe ve ofthe Florentines. 
his rumor being heard inthe Vale of Bagns, and other places neare vnto it, all the 
peopletooke armes againſt theKing, and followed the Florentemes enligne. This 
matter aduertiſed to Florence, the Florentines cauſed theſonne of Gherardo (remaining 
with them in hoſtage) tobepuriin priſon : and ſent ſouldiers to Bagnorodefend the 
countrey for them, changing that gouernment from aprincipalitic intoa/ icariato. 
Bur Gherardo, hauing thus betraied both his Lords and his owneſonne, with great 
difficultic fled, leauing his wife, his daughter, and his ſubſtance, at the diſcretion 
ofthe enemy. This accident ſtood the Florentines greatly inſtead : Forif the King 
had poſſeſſed that Countrey,he might with (mall charge, and eaſily hane gottenthe 
Vale of Teweri, and ſpoiled Caſentino, whereby he ſhould haue ſo much troubled 
the ſtate, that the Florentines could not haue bene able to encounter the forces of 
Arragon which remained at Siena. The Florentines belides their owne preparation in 
Italy, the rather to oppreſle their enemies, had ſent 4gnolo Acciaiuoilitmbaſſadorto 
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the FrenchKing, toperlwadehimto licence Kinatode Angio, tocome intheaide of inco Iraly by 


the Dake and them. By which meanes he ſhould defend his friends,and afterwards 
being in /taly, attend the ſurprizing of the Kingdome: whereunto they offered him 
aideboth of men and money. During the warres in Lombardy and in T oſcara (as is 
beforefſaid) the Embaſſador concluded with King Rinato of Angio, that beforethe 
end of Iune, he ſhould come into /taly with two thouſand and foure hundred 
horſe: and thar at his arriuall in Aleſſandria, the League ſhould giue him thirtie 
thouſand Florinsreadie paiment: and euery moneth atter,during the warres,tenne 
thouſand. The King then by verrue ofthis league, comming into 7taly, was bythe 
Duke of Sauois, ws, the Marqueſſe of Morferatoimpeached : forthey being friends 
rothe eretians, would not permit himtopaſſe. Whereupon the King was perſwa- 
ded by the Embaſſador of Florence,to returneto Proxenza with certaine of his army, 
and from thence to paſſe into /taly by ſea. And onthe other ſide, roperſwade with 


theFrench King toprocure ſo much fauour of that Duke, that the reſt of his —_ 
iers 
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diers might comethrough Sauoia. Accordingtothis countcll the matter was hand- 
led, and the King &ato went by Sea into /taly, conueying the reſt of his Army 
through Saoza by the French Kings mediation. T heKing &ato was by the Duke 
Franceſco moſt honorably receiued, and hauing ioyned the /talian forces with the 
Kings, they allaulted the Yexetians with lo great turie, that within ſhort ſpace they 
recouered all thoſe Toyynes in Cremoneſs which they had betore loſt : and not ſo 
content,they ſurprized almoſt all the countrey of Breſc14, T he 7 enctianarmy tearing 
ro tarry inthe field, retired tothe walles of Breſcia, But the winter being come, the 
Duke thought good to withdraw his louldiers to their lodgings, appointing tor 
the Kings aboad, the Cittic of Pracenza, where he remained all . winter, inthe 
png 1 453. Without any other action performed. So ſoone as thetime of yeare 
erued,and thatthe Duke was going tothe held,in hope to dilpoſleſle the Yeretrans, 
of the reſt of their Countries vpon the hrme land, the King &:nato ſignified voto 
him, that otneceſsitic he was toreturne into Fraunce, This intention of the Kings, 
ſeemed tothe Duke not onely ſtrange, bur allo vnlooked for, ard theretore greatly 
offended him: and albeit he went in perſon preſently rodiflwade him, yet neither 
his intreatie nor promiſes could rake effect; but onely promiſed toleaue behinde 
him part of his forces, and to ſend his ſonne Groxamn: to ſupplic his place in ſeruice of 
the League, This reſolutiongriened notthe Florentines, Ferihey haning recouered 
their Caſtles, feared not the King any longer, And on the other (ide, they delired 
that the Duke ſhould not recouer more, then the townes in Lembrdy to him be- 
longing, The King &/»ato being gone, ſent according to promiſe his ſonne into 
Italy, who ſtayed not in Lombardy, but went pry vnto Florence, Where he was 
very honorably receined. The matter thus handled by the King, did occaſion the 
Duke tobe content with , and the Yenetians, Aifonſo,andthe Florentines,bring 
likewiſe wearied, deſired the ſame. The Popcallo by all meanes labouredtobring 
ittopaſle,bicauſethe ſame yeare 2 abrmettorthe great Turk had taken Conflantinople, 
and made himiclfe Lord of all Greece : which victorie terrihed greatly all Chriſtians, 
but chietely the Yexetians and the Pope, who thought /taly was thereby in great 
danger. T he Popetheretoredelired the Potentates of /talyto ſend Embaſſadors vn- 
rohim, with authoritietoeſtabliſh an vniverſall peace;whichcommilsion was per- 
formed : and notwithſtanding that altogither they ioyned, and ſeemed al!l to allow 
of the motion, they found neiterthelefle therein greatdithcultie, The King requ'i- 
redthat the Flerentrnes (hould pay his charges in the warre paſt, and the Florenrivies 
would be paid themſclues. T he Yenetiansdemaunded Cremona of the Duke,and the 
Duke asked of them Bereamo, Breſcia, and Crema; ſo that theſe difficulties ſeemed 
impoſsibleto be remoued : notwithſtanding, that which at Rome ſeemed hard to be 
concluded, at Mi/anand Venice prooued calic. For when at Rome the peace vnjuer- 
fall was praCtiſed, the Duke and the Yenetians betwixt themſelues made an agree- 
ment ontheninth of Aprill, inthe yeare 1 45 1. By vertue whereof, euery ofthem 


Vcnertian . , 
and he Duke, ſhould repoſleſſe thoſe rownes which were theirs before the warre. And it was 


raunted to the Duke, that he might recouer his rownes taken from him by the 
ds of Monferatoand Sanoia. And tothe other Princes of /ta/y, one moneth was 
allowedtoratifiethe ſame. The Pope,the Flor?tines,the Saneſi,and theleſſcr Poren- 
rates, within thetime appointed, made their ratification. Moreoner, betwixt the 
Florentines, the Duke, and the Yenetians, a peace was concluded for fifteene yeares. 
Onely the King Alfonſo among all the /taltan Princes ſeemed therewith diſconten- 
red, bicauſehethought it was contrary to his reputation to benamed inthe contract 
of peace, not as aprincipall,butas an adherent. For which conlideration,he pawſed 
long, before he would laydowne his reſolution. But being ſollicited by ſ1ndrie 


lolemne 
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ſolemne Embaſſages of other Princes, he was at length content (and chiefely bythe 
Pope) to be perlwaded , and with his ſonne entred this league for thirtic yeares: 
confirming theſame with alliances and crofſe marriages berwixt the Duke andthe 
King, their ſonnes marrying onethe others daughters. Notwithſtanding , to the 
end that ſome ſeeds of the warre might remaine 1n /taly, he conſented not to make 
the peace, before ſuchtime as thoſe of the League would giue himleaue withour 
their iniurie, to make warres vponthe Genoxeſi, Giſmondo, Malateſti, and Aſtor Prince 
of Faenza. T his conclulton made, Ferrando his ſonne then being at Siexa, returned 
rothe Kingdome, hauing ſithence his arriuall in Toſcana not gained any dominion, 
bur loſt great numbers of ſonldiers. This vniuerſall peace being concluded, itwas 
onely feared, leaſt King 4/fonſo for the diſpleaſure he bare to the Genone/i, would 
diſturbe the commonquiet: but the matter came otherwiſe topaſle, forthe King 
did not openly moue any diſturbance, bur (as it hath alwaies happened by the am- 
bition of mercinarie ſouldiers) the fr was by them interrupted. The Yenetians 
had (as their manner is) the warres being ended, diſcharged their Generall G:acopo 
Piccinino , who taking vnto him certaine other Capraines (likewiſe diſcharged) 
went into Komagna, and from thence tothe countrey of Siena : where Giacopo ſtay- 
ing, begun the warre, and ſarprized certaine Townes belonging to the Saneſi, Ar Troubles mo« 


the be _— of theſe troubles in the yeare 1 455. died Pope Nicholo, and rohim BO eiecinin, 
ſucceeded Calito tertio, This Pope, torepreſſethenew warre,aſſembledall the for- and ſupported 


* ces hewas able, making Giovanm Yentimielia his Generall ; who with certaine Flo- -* Has 

rentines, and other fouldier ſent from the Duke forthat purpoſe, went againſt Gia- 

copo, and fought with him neare vnto Bolcena : where notwithſtanding that Yent;- 

wmighawas taken priſoner, yet _ had the worſt,and was forced to retireto Caſ{a- 

lione della Piſcaia, and had he not bene by Alfonſo relieued with money, he ſhould 

then vtterly haue bene ouerthrowne z which reliefe, diſcouered that Giacopo had 

taken that enterpriſe in hand, with the priuitie anddireQion ofthatKing. Afonſo 

finding himſelſediſcouered, tobereconciled to theother Princes conſenting tothe 

peace, (whoſe fauour by meanes ofthis weake warre he had almoſtloſt) procured 

that Gjacops ſhould reſtore tothe Saxeſiall the townes he had taken from them, and 

they to giue him t\yentiethouſand Florins., And this agreement made, the King 

receiued Gragpo with his ſouldiers into the Kingdome. In thoſe dayes, notwith- 

ſtanding thatthe Pope intended to bridle Giacops Prccinino, yer was he mindfull alſo 

ofthe defence of Chriſtendome, likely tobe oppreſſed by the Turks. For which 

prpyte, heſent intoall Chriſtian Countries Embaſſadors and Preachers, to per- pope Calits 
wade with Princes and people, toarmethemſelues for theaide of Religion, andto perſwadeth a 

ive money and perſonall ſeruice to this enterpriſe, againſt the common enemy. 20-yg 

He cauſed alſo ſolemne proceſsions to be made, declaring both publiquely and pri- Turks. 
nately, that he himſelfewould be among the firſt ofthe Chriſtians that ſhould alsiſt 
that ation, with counſell, money,and men, Buttheheate of this Crociata was coo- 
led, with aduertiſements thatthe Turke and his army being ar Bellgrado (a Caſtle of 
Hungary vponthe riner of Danubio) was by the Hungarians hurt in his perſon, and his 
Camp broken, ſothatthe Popes and Chriſtians feare, conceived by the loſſe of Con- 

ſtantinople,was thereby ceaſed, and the preparationthey made forthe warre procee- 
dedcoldly. In Hungarylikewiſe by the death of Giowanni 7 ainoda, Capraine of that 
victorie, the warre was diſcontinued. But returning tothe matters of 7taly, I ſay, 
that in the yeare1 456. the rumults moued by Gracopo Piccinino were ended : ſothar 
cnery man hauing laid aſide armes, it ſeemed as though God had taken them in 


hand. For there happened in Toſcana moſt tempeſtuous windes, ſuch as neuer be- * ®<rvailous 


rempeſt in 


fore had bene heard of, nor (hallbe, which wrought moſt mernailous and me- Toſcana. 
morable 
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morable effefts. Vponthe 24. of Auguſt, one houre before day, there aroſe from 
the Sea towards Azcona a great and darke clowd, croſving /taly, and entering the 
Sea rowards Piſa, ſtretching two miles in compaſle, This Rtorme was turiouily 
carried, (and whither by naturall or ſupernaturall force) diuided into many parts, 
as it were giing atnongſt themſelues, And of thoſe broken clowds, ſome were 
hoiſed vp towards heauen, ſome violently caftdowne, and ſome with wondertull 
ſpeed wererturned round ; but alwaies beforethem camea winde, with lightnings 
and flaſhing of fire, ſo terrible, as cannot be expreſſed. Ot theſe broken and contu- 
ſed clowds, and of thoſe furious winds, and great flames, there grew (o ſtrange a 
noiſe, as moued the people to greater feare, then any ake orthunder cuer 
had done: in ſo much as cuery manthoughtthe world was ended,and that thecarth, 
the water, andthe Ce haue returned to the old Chaos, This fearctull 
torme, wherelocuer it paſſed, wrought meruailous and wondertull effects, But 
the moſt notable of all, happened about the Caſtle of S.Caſsiazo. This Caſtle is 
builded vponthe hill which parteth the Vales of Pa and Grieze, cight miles diſtant 
from Florence. Berwixt that (aid Caſtle, andthe towne of S. Andrea, builded vpon 
the ſame hill, this furious tempeſt paſſed, not comming to 8. Andrea, but at S.Caſ5i 
ano threw downe certaine turrets and chimneys : and neare thereunto ſubuerted 
whole houſes eventothe ground,and carried away whole roofes of the Churches 
of S. Martino 4 Bagnolo, and S. Maria delle pace; bearing them from thence vnbroken, 
the ſpace of more then one mile. One man alſoa Carrier, was taken vp, and inthe 
valley next vntothe way, both he and his Moyles found dead. Moreouer, all the 
greateſt okes and ſtrongeſt trees which would nor bend atthe furicofthetempeſt, 
werenot onely broken, but alſo with violence borne farre trom the place where 

grew. Whereat, thenextday, when the tempeſt was ceaſed, and men retur- 

ned tothoſeplaces, they were greatly aſtonicd, for they foundthe Countrey deſo- 

late and (poiled,the houſes and thetemples ouerthrowne,the m_ lamenting and 

beholding their houſes caſt downe, and vnder them their goods, their cattle, and 

their parents ſlaine: Whichthing,both in the beholders and hearers thereof,moued 

amaruellous compaſsion. By this meane, it pleaſed God rather tothreaten,then pu- 

niſh Toſcana. For it ſogreat atempeſt had fallen vponany Citie full of houſes and in- 

habirants,as it fell vpon theſe oakes,trees,and ſmall houſes,one farre fromthe other, 

withour all doubt, thedeftruction would haue bene greater, thenthe mind of man 

could have conceined. Bur it pleaſed God, by that ſmall example toreuiuein mens 

mindes, the memory of his power. But now toreturneto our matter. The King 4/- 

fonſo (as is before aid) diſcontented withthe peace,and ſeeingthatthewarre which 

he cauſed Giacopo Piccinino tro make vpon the Sanefi without any reaſonable occa- 
ſion, had wrought no effect, hethought ro moue an other with the allowance of 

The Gena.” FE league. inthe yeare 1 456. he aſlaulted the Genoueſiboth by ſea and land,as 

veſ aaulred deſirous to gine that ſtate rothe Adorni, and deprinethe Frigoſh whothen gouer- 

by King A- ned. Beſidesthat,he cauſed naps 7 Piccininoto paile T ronto,and aſſault Ciſmonds Ma- 

_— lateſt;, who hauing well m hisrownes, regarded not much the aſſault of Gia- 

cope, ſo2s theenterpriſe ofthe King onthis ſide tookeno effect ar all. Butthat warre 

of Genoxa occaſioned more warre tohim and his Kingdome, then himſelfe looked 

for. At that time Pietro Fregoſo was Duke of Genowa, he fearing himſelfe to be of 

force vnable ro withſtand the Kings aſſault, determined to giue that roan other 

which himſelfe could not hold:and yeeld it intothe hands of fuch a one that would 
(arthelcaſtinthatreſpeR) defend him , ſo might he alſo hope intime to come, to 
be reacquited. Then ſent he Embaſſadors to Carlothe ſeauenth, King of Frame, and 
| offered him the dominion of Genona. Carls acceptedthis offer, and totake poſſeſsion 


of 
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of tharCirrie, ſentthither Gionannide Angioſonne to King Rinats, who not long be- 
fore was departed from Florence, and returned into Frawnce. For Carlo was periwa- 
ded, that G:ouanni having bene before imployed in /taly, knew how to goucrne 
that Cittie better then any other : hoping allo, that being there, he might deuilc 
vpon the enterpriſe of Naples, of which Kingdome, Afonſo had diſpoflciled his ta- 
ther Kmato, Then wem GovannitoGenoua,and being there, was recciued as Prince. 
All the fortreſſes belonging to the Cntie, withthe whole gouernment, were deli- 
uered ro his hand. This accident diſplcaſed Afonſo, thinking he had drawne in an 
enemy ouer mightie : yet not diſmayed therewith, couragioully followed his en- 
terprile, and ſayled on with his Nauie,till he came vnder Y la Marina,at Porto Fino, 
wheretakenwith a ſodcinedilcaſe, he died. By deathotthis King, Giozanm and the 
Genoueſiwere deliuered ofthe warre, and Ferrando (who ſucceeded his father 4/- 
fonſo 1n the Kingdome) pou {uſpitious, leaſt an enemy of ſo great reputation in 
Italy, might happily win the tauour of many his Barons,whoſle hidelitic he doubted, 
and whoſe mihdes he knew delirous of Innouation: for which s,they might 
percaſe be perſwaded towoyne with the French, He alſo inſtructed the Pope, whoſe 
ambitious mind (as hethought) aſpired to take from him this new Kingdome. His 
onelytruſt was inthe Duke of Ailan, he being indeed noleſle caretull of theKing- 
dome, then was Ferran4s: torhe miſtrufted, that ifthe French did preuaile, they 
would alſolabourtofurprizehisftate, whichthey had ſome colour ro claime, as to 
them appertcining. That Duketherfore, preſently vpon thedeath of Alfonſo, deter- 
minedto ginethatKingdome vnto Pictro Lodourcs Borgia his nephew. Alſo (tomake 
thatenterpriſeſeeme more honeſt and acceptabletothereſt of the /talian Princes) he 
publiſhed , that his intent was,toreducethat Kingdom vnder the Church of & ome: 
perſwading the Duke in that reſpect, not to fauour Ferrando, offering him thoſe 
townes Which of auncienttime he poſleſled in theKingdome. But in the middeſt 


oftheſe imaginations and new troubles, Pope Califtedicd, and in his place was cre- The death of 
ated Po ſecunde, borne in Siena, and of the family of Piccolhuomeni. T his Pope min- Pope Caliſto 


ding onely to benefite the Chriſtians, and honorthe Church, ſetting aſide all pri- 
uate paſsion,atthe Duke of A'tlansrequeſt, crowned theKing Ferrando: thinking he 
ſhould better appeaſe the warres by mainteining of him in poſſeſsion, then by fa- 
uouring the French, to = them the Kingdome ar if he ſhould (as Calsftodid) 
challenge it for himſelfe. For rhis benefire, Ferrands gaue vnto Antonio the Popes 
nephew, the principallitic of Af: and married him vnto his owne baſe daughter. 
He reſtored alſo Bevexents and Terracina to the Church. Then all men ſuppoſing 
that the armes of 7tay were laid downe, the Pope tooke order to moouetheChri- 
ſtians to make warre vpon the Turks, as itwas before dewiſed by Pope Celrffv. Art 
which time, there roſe great diſſention bervixt the Fregof and Gionanry ar Ameio 
Lord of Genoua: which difſention, reuiued a warre of more importance, thenvyas 


Gcnoua in 


the puſſcſsion 
ef the French 


K.ng, 


The death of 
King Altonlo, 


the other alrcadiepaſſed. Atthattime, Pictrins Fregoſo happened to beat aCaftleof The Geno. 


his in Rizzera, He not holding himſelte acc to his merits rewarded, by G:o- 
nanni de Angio, (whoby help of him and others of his houſe was made Prince) be- 
came open enemy to Gionann?., This diſcord pleaſed Ferrando, as thar, which mig ht 
onely be the meanes of his good ſpeed. Then {ent he men and money to Pintryze, 
hoping by his aide todrine Giovanni from that ſtate. Which he knowing, lent into 
Frawnce to encounter Pietrino, There finding much fanour, he recciued a great 
ſupply, and wem againſt Pietrjmo, who was becomeftrong alſo: ſoas Giowarm: reti- 
red into the Citric, wherealſo inthe night Pietrineentred, and poſſeſſed ſome pla- 
ces thereof : but the next morning was by the ſonldiers of Giasanm affaulted and 
Naine, andall his men likewiſe cither ſlaine or taken. This vitorie encouraged 
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Grouemnito (et vponthe Kingdome : and in Otober 1 45 9. with amightienauic he 
departed from Genona. And landing at Baia, marched fromthenceto Se{/a, where he 
was by the Duke of that countrey receiued. ThencamevmoGtonannithe Princeof 
T arraxto, the Citizens of 4quila, with many other townes and Princes, in ſo much 
asthat Kingdome was almoſt ruined, Ferrando ſeeing that, delired aide ot the Pope 
and the Duke. Alſoto haue the fewer toes, made peace with Cr/mordo Malatejtr, 
wherewith Giacops Piccinmno (being naturall enemy ro Gi/mondo ) became ſo much 
diſpleaſed, as he diſcharged himſelte fromthe ſeruice of Ferrando, and ioyned with 
Grouannt, Ferrandoallo len money toenterteme Feder:go Lord of /rbino, and within 
ſhort ſpace he aſſembled (according vntothatrime) a great army. Thenmarched he 
tothe river of Sari, where he found theenemy, and fought with him : in which 
conflict,the forces of King Ferranzo were ouenhrowne, and many of his principall 
Caprtainestaken. Butnotwithſtanding this ouerthrow, the Cittic of Naples, with a 
fewe other rownes, and ſome Princes, continued faithfull to Ferrands, though all 
thereſt ofthe Realme, and Nobilitic, yeelded their obedience to Gionanni, Gracopo 
Prccinino perivaded Gronanm to follow the victorie, and preſemly to marche to 
Naples, thereby to poſlefſe himſclfe of the chiete Cittie of theKingdome; which 
Gionanmi refuſed to do, faying he would hiſt (poile all the countrey, and then it 
would be more ealietoſurprize the Cittie, which was the caule, he failed to per- 
forme that enterpriſe : for heknew nor, that the parrs do more willingly follow the 
head,then the head doth follow them. After this ouerthrow, the King Ferrands be- 
ing fled into Naples, thither reſorted vnto him dinerle of his ſubtects, who were 
driven fromtheir countreys: then by all curteous meanes he leuied men and mo- 
ney to make anew Camp, ſending againe for aide rothe Pope and Duke. Fromthe 
one and the other of whome he was aided more ſpeedily and abundantly then be- 
forerime he had bene, bicaule they greatly tcared, he thonld otherwiſe loſe his 
Kingdome. King Ferrands in this ſort growne ſtrong, marched out of Naples, and 
hauing gotren ſumerepuration, recouered aliopart of his loſtrownes, Duringtheſe 
warres in the Kingdome,achance happened,that viterly depriued Giowanm de Argio 
of reputation and meane to haue victorie in that enterprite. T he Genoneſi being 
wearie of the French inſolen and couetous gouernment, tooke armes againſt the 
Kings Gouernour there, and forced him to flee to the little Caſtle of Cenona, The 
Freeoſi and the Adorni were content to ioyne in that action, and by the Duke of 
Milanthey became furniſhed of money and men, both forthe winning, and kee- 
ping the Cintie. Sothat the King Rinato with his nauie came tothe ſuccour of his 
onne, and hoping to recouer Genoa, by meane of the ſmall Caftle, in landing his 
ſouldiers, was ouerthrowne; and forced with ſhame to returne vnto Provenza. 
Theſenewes being carricd ro the Kingdome of Naples, greatly diſmaied Groudrn: 
de Angio : notwithſtanding , he ſtill followed his enterpriſe, and continued the 
warre, being (erued by thoſe Barons who were rebelled, and could not looke for 
fauour of Ferrands. Inthe end,after many accidents,thoſetwo royall armies ioyned 
bartell, wherein, neare vnto the Cittic of T 7014, Gionann was vanquiſhed, the yeare 
1 463. This onerthrow did not ſo much hindertheſucceſle of the King Gionanni, 
as did the reuolt of Giacopo Prcinino, who left him, and ioyned with King Ferrands : 
whereby being ſpoiled of his forces, he retired into H1fria, and from thence to 
Fraunce. T his warre continued foure yeares, and was in theend loſt by his owne 
ligence, for it was many times in good way of viorieby the vertue of his ſout- 
diers. Therein the Florentines imtermedled not apparantly, yet werethey delired by 
Embaſſadors ofthe King Giowanni of Arragon (newly come to that Kingdome by 


thedeath of Afonſo) ro afiſt the enterpriſe of Ferrando his nephew, as they had 
bound - 
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bound themſelues by theleague lately made with Afonſo his father, Towhome by 
the Florentines it was anſwered, that they werenot by any obligation bound to aide 
the ſonne in that warre, which was begun by the father : for as the ſame had bene 
without their connlell or knowledge taken in hand, ſo without their afsiſtance ir 
ſhould be performed and ended, TheEmbaſſadors being thus _ requeſt of 
their King anſwered, proteſted the execution of their band, andthe Kings preiudice, 
ſo in great diſpleaſure with that Cittie, departed . The Florentines 14 
warres,continued in peace abroad, but withinthey reſted nor, as inthe next Booke 
(hall be parriculerly declared. | 


The ende of the ſixt Booke. 


THE SEVENTH BOOKE 


7 O thoſethat haueread the former Booke, it may ſeeme in writing 
1 TZ1]Z2 Y of Florence, andthe proceedings of the Florentines, we haue ouer- 
5 6 much ſpoken of ſuch accidents as hapned in Lombardy and the 
$NIIEE 


” J- Kingdome. Neuertheleſle, as heretofore I haue, ſoam Thereafter 
gs ber; 28 to continue with the like diſcourſes. For albeit I did not promiſe 
FoY 4D; to write of matters ia SI. yet haue I thought good to 
ſpeake of thoſe, that vere in that countrey moſt notable. For if I 

ſhould not make mention of them, our hiſtorie would be with more difficultie 
vnderſtood, and tothe Readers leſſe plealing, Chiefely,bicauſethe aCtions of other 
ople and Princes of 7taly, did occalion the warres, wherein the Florentines were 
mY ro intermeddle, as of the warre of Giouanni de Angio, and King Ferrando great 
enimitie grew, which was after betwixt Ferrando WK Florentines, and particu- 
lerly withrthe houſe of Medicicontinued, FortheKing complained, that the Flo- 
'rentines did not onely leaue him in that warre vnaided , but alſo that his enemies 
were hy them fauoured : which anger, was the occaſion of exceeding many incon- 
uenients, as ſhall be hereafter declared. And foras much as Ihaue written at large 
thoſe matters which happened withoutthe Cirrie, till the yeare 1463. it behoueth 
me for thedeclaration of fuch troubles as happened in thoſedaies within, to looke 
back many yeares paſſed. Yet firſt by way of diſcourle ( as is my cuſtome) I fay, 
that whoſoeuer doth thinke, that any Common-weale can continne vnited, 
he greatlie deceiueth himſelfe. Burt true itis, that ſome diviſions be preiudi- 
ciall to Common-weales, and ſome others be profitable. Thoſe be preiudiciall, 
which are with faQtions and followers accompanied. And thoſe are profi- 
table, which withont faCtions and followers bee mainteined. Seeing then, 
it is a thing impoſkible, for that man who frameth a Common-weale, to pro- 
uide that no enimitic ſhall therein ariſe, he ought (at the leaſt) foreſee, that no 
factions 
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[actions bepermitted. It is thento be conlidered,that the Citizens in euerieſtatedo 
wi reputation, either by publike or priuate meanes. Publike reputation is gotten 
by victoricinthe field, by lurprizing ot rownes,by wileand dilcreet performing of 
Embaſſages,or by cotnſailing the State granely and fortunately. By priuate meanes 
mcaatamto reputatio,by pleaſuring particuler citizEs, by ſauing them fr puniſh- 
ments,by relicuing them wuh money,by aduancing the vaworthilyto honors and 
ottices, and by enteneining the common people with ſports & publike gitts. From 
thele cauſes, tation, following,and partaking do proceed. And as reputation thus 
gotten is hurtful, ſothe othernot being intermedled with faQtion,istheoccalionof 
great good, bicauſe it is grounded vponno priuate, but common commoditie, And 
albeit among ſuch Citizens, fo great diſpleatures wil grow,as the wiſdome of man is 
notableto preutt,yet wating partakers to follouy the for proper profit, they cannor 
by any way hinderthe common-weale, bur ſhal rather help ir: for in aſpiring tothat 
they \vould come vnto,it behoueth themto indeuor the aduancement of the ſtate, 
and partic{arly oneto reſpect the other,ſo much, as the lawes & cinijl orders benor 
infringed. The enimities of Flortce were alvaies followed with factions,and ther- 
fore hurtfull ro the ſtate, neither was any victorious faction longer vnited, thenthe 
contrary part continued in force: forſoſooneasthe enemies were extinguiſhed, the 
fattion remaining nomore in awe of the enemy, nor hauing orderto bridleit ſelfe, 
became diuided. The faction of Coſimode Medici inthe yeare 1434. remained with 
vitorie. Neucrtheleſle, bicauſethe partic oppreſſed was ſtil great,and full of migh- 
tic men, it continued vnitedand tollerable, io long, as among thoſe ofthe faQti6,no 
error was comitted,and the people for no cuill deſertdid hatethe: and whenſoeuer 
that goucrnment had need of the people to reeſtabliſhtheir authoritie, they found 
them readierogiue vntothe chiete of the fattionthe Bala,and wharſoener elſethey 
delired. Thus 6 the 1434.till the 55. being 21. yeares,they were c6firmed in office 
6.rtimes, ordinarily eleted by theCouncels. There werein Florence (as we haue di- 
uerſetimes ſaid) rwo moſt mightie Citizens, Coſimo de Medici, and Neri Capponi, of 
whome, Neri had gained his reputation by publike meanes: by teaſon whereof, he 
had many friends,but fevy followers. Co/mmoonthe other (ide being afpired both by 
1blike and priuate waics, had not onely many friends, bur alſo many followers. 
Theſerwo men continuing vnited, during their liues,calily obteined ofthe people 
wharſoeuer they deſired, bicauſethey had loue mixed withauthoritie, But ne 
1455. being come, Neri dead, & theaduerſe part extinguiſhed,Coſtmo found noſmall 
difficultic tobe c6firmed, and his own friends being moſt mightieinthe ſtare, were 
cauſe therof : bicauſethey feared no more the c6trary faction put downe, & deſired 
ro decreaſe the power of Coſamo; which was —_ ofthoſe diniſions which 
followed after inthe yeare 1466. Soas they vntow the offices apperteined, in 
their councels, where the publike gouernment of that ſtate was debated, did alleage 
it wasnot conuenietthat the authoritie of Balta (hould bereſymed, but that the or- 
der of election ought proceed,as it was wont, by lots, and not according rothe for- 
mer $quittini, Coſims, to mug this humor, had to determine vpon one of theſe 
tworemedies, cither by force withthe aide ofhis friends and followers topoſſeſſe 
himſelfe ofthe State, and therewith ro compell the comrariefaction,or elſeto ſuffer 
the marter proceed,and intimelet his friends know,thatnot his honor, bur their re- 
putation was by the enemy takenaway. Of theſe rwo remedies, he madechoiſe of 
the laſt : for hee knew well , that the Squittini being fulleſt of his friends, him- 
ſelfe could not incurre any perill, and might alſo at his pleaſure reſume the State, 
The Cite then Ces create the Magiſtrates by lot: the greateſt number 
thonght the libertie recouered, and that the offices ſhould not after be allorred, 
according 
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according to the will of the moſt mightie men, but as ſeemed belt ro themſclues. 
Whereupon, the followers of the great Cittizens began to be diſeſteemed, and by 
the people were in ſundrie places beaten downe and oppreſled. So as they who 
were wont to haune their houſes full of ſnters and preients, were now become 
empric, and without any relort at all. They alſoſawerthemſclues made equall with 
thole who were beforetime tarre vnderthem, and their equals werebecome their 
ſuperiors. They were not regarded nor honored, butrather many times mockedand 
derided. Allo inthe ſtreers, the people without reſpe&t, ſpake their pleaſures both of 
them, and ofthe Common-weale. Whereot was conceiued, that they, and not Co- 
imo, had loſt the gouernment. All whichthings Coſanodiſsimuled,and whenloeuer 
any thing plaulible to the people was propounded, he was euer the firlt that al- 
lowed thereof. Bur that which moſt terrihed the great men, and made Coſmo to 
looke about him, wasthereniuing ofthe Cataſto the yeare 1427. Whereby was or- 
deined,the {mpolition ſhould proceed by the order of lawe,and not thepleaſureof 
men. This lawe made, .and Magiſtrates for execution thereof choſen, occaltoned 
the great Citizens toaſlemble, goe vnto Ceſimo,and deſire him be pleaſed roconcurre 
mkllben intheir, and his ownedeliuery fromthe people: whereby he ſhould re- 
cover reputation tothe State, make himſelte mightie, and them honored. Thereun- 
to Coſimy anſwered, he was content, fo that the lawewere made orderly with con- 
ſent of the people, and without force; otherwiſe noſpeech tobe thereof. Then 
went they about inthe Councels to make anew Baia, whereby they might create 
new Officers, but that intention preuailed not : thenthe great Cyttizensreturnedto 
Coſmo, deliring him moſt humblie ro conſent ro the Parliament, which Coſamo vt- 
terly refuſed rodo: meaning thereby to bring to paſle, that they ſhould finde the 
error they committed. And bicauſe Donato Cocht , being Gonfaloniere 4; Giu#titia, 
would in any wiſe without his conſent call the Parliament, Coſmo procured him 
by the reſt of the Senators, (who fate with him inoffice) tobe ſomocked and diſ- 
deined, as thereby he became mad, and was as a man ſencelefle, ſent home to his 
houſe. Notwithſtanding, bicauſe he thought it nor fit to ſuffer matters to runne 


further out of order, then that they might be at his pleaſure reformed : Lucca Pitti x.yces Pint, 


become Gonfalontere dr Giu#itia (aſtour and ſelte-willed man) Cofimo thought good 
toleaue the gonernment to his diſcretion, to the end, that if anything were miſ- 
done, the fault might beto Laccaand notto himſelte imputed, Zaccathen inthe be- 
inning of his Magiſtracie, propounded many things to the people, touching re- 

| 6K of the Balia, but not obteining his detire, with inturious words full of 
ride, hethreatned thoſe ofthe councels: \\kich threatnings, ſhortly aſter he per- 
med indeed, Forin Auguſt vpon theeue of S, Lorenzo, the yeare 1458, heaſlem- 
bled ſecretly within the Pallace many armed men,calledthe peoplethither,and for- 
cedth&ro conſent tothat, which voluntarily they had before denied, By this means 
being againe in poſleſsion of the State, the alia yas created, andthe chieſe Magi- 
ſtrates according tothe pleaſureof a fewe, were appointed, Thento beginthat go- 
uernment with terror, which was gotten by force, they confined Girolamo Machia- 
welli, with ſomeothers, and depriued many from their offices, which Girolamo ha- 
uing afterwards paſſed the bounds of preſcription, was proclaimed a Rebell. Then 
went he from place to place in /taly, to perlwadethe Princes againſt his countrey, 
till at length in Zunigiana, through the treaſon of one of that Senate, he was taken, 
brought to Florence,and there in priſondied, This forme of gonernmet continuing 
eight yeares, was violent and inſupportable. For Coſimo being old, weake, vnheal- 
thie, and vnabletobepreſentas hewas wont, attheaffaires ofthe Common-weale, 
afewe Cittizens at their pleaſures did rob and ſpoylethe Cittie. Zacea Pitti for his 
Oh good 
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good ſeruice was made Krmght, and he todeclare himicitenolefle thankfull to the 
vrare,thenthe State had beiie ro him, cauled that the Others called Prior: dells Arti, 
hauing pailed theic authoriue, thould becalled Prior: della Liaberta.He ordeined alſo, 
that whereas the Gonfalomere was woont to lit ontheright hand of the Kertori, thar 
akterhe ſhould be placed in the middeſt of them. Moreouer, tothe end that God 
mig ht leeme partaker ot this action, they made publique prucelsions and prayers, 
thanking him tor the reſtauration ot their honors. / «ca was by the Senate, and by 
Coſimo richly preſented, T v himallo cuerie other Citizen reſorted, and gate ſome- 
what, ſo that it was (uppoled that the ſumme ot his preſents amounted vnto rwentic 
thowand duckers, In conclulion, he aſpired to tuch greatneſle of reputation, as 
Lucca, arid not Coſime, (eemed to gouernethe Cittie, Thereupon heconceiued ſo 
great contidence, that he began to build wo hovies, the one 1n Florence, the other 
in Knccromns, a mile diſtant tron the Cirtie, both ſtately and kingly buildings, Bur 
that in Florence was much larger then by any priviace Citrizen had ever bene buil- 
ded. For performance therevt, he (pared nut to vie all extraordinarie meanes, Fur 
not onely prinate Citizens and particuler men did preient him, and help him with 
things neceſlarie for his building, but the whole comminaltie and people did put 
their hands to his works. Moreouer, all banithed men, and eueric other perſon = 
ning commirted murther, theft, or other offence, whereot he feared publique pu- 
ni hment (it he wereabled to his feruiceany way) might without all danger relort 
thither. The other Citizens, althongh they builded not like vnto him, yet were 
they no leſle violent, and inclined to oppret<ion : lo as, albeit Florence had no warre 
abroad to hinder it, yet was it by the Citizens wichin oppreſſed. In thoſe dayes (as 
1s betore layd) ha the warre in the Kingdome: and ſome warres were alſo 
made againſt the houſe of Malatgtt, by the Pope , being deliroustorake fromthem 
Rnmino and Ceſena : fothat in this emterprile, and his ſtudietomouethe warre againſt 
the Turke, Pope P19 conſumed his Papacie. Bur Florence continued ſtill in dmuiſi- 
ons and troubles. For then began the taction of Coſano to be dinided within it 
ſelfe, the yeare | 455. which happened by the occalions before faid. Yer werethey 
(for that time) by his wiſedome appeaſed. Burt the yeare 64. being come, Coſimo 
tell againe lick, and dyed. Ar his death, both triends and foes lamented : forthey, 
who im re/pect of the State loued him nor, ſeeing what extortion was vſed by the 
Cirtizens in his life, doubted (leaſt Coſamobeing dead whome all men reuerenced) 
they ſhould be vtterly ruined, andot his ſonne Prero they hoped not much, For al- 
beit he were of diſpotition a good man, yet being lickly,and new inthe gouernmer, 
they thought he ſhould be forced ro reſpect others , who without any bridle, 
would become ſtrong and Ines Enerie man therefore feared to find great 
want of Coſmo. This Coſmo was the moſt eſteemed, and moſt famous Cinizen (be- 
ingno man of warre) that ener had bene in the memorie of man, either in _= 
or any other Cinie, bicauſe he did not onely excell al! others (ofhistime) in aurho- 
ritie and riches, but alſo in liberalitie and wiſedome. For amoneſt other qualities 
whichaduanced him to be chiete of his Countrey, hewas more then other men, 1i- 
berall and magnificent. Which liberalitic much more after his death then 
before. For his ſonne Piero tound by his Records, that there was not any 
Citizen of eſtimation, to whome Coſmo had not lent great ſimmes of money : and 
many times alſo ired he did lend to thoſe Gentlemen, whome he knewe' 
to hane need. His hence likewiſe by diverſe his buildings. For 
within Florence , he builded the Abbaies Temples of S.cAarco, S.Lorento, 
and the Monaſterie of $.Yerdiana. And in the Mounaines 'of Fieſole , $. Gero- 
lano, with the Abbey thereumto belonging. Alſo in I ugello, he did not onely 
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repaire the Church for the Friers, but rookeirdowne, and builded it anew, Be- 
lides thole magnificent buildings in $,Croce, in $, Agnoli, and S.Miniato, he made 
Altars, and ſ1mpruous Chappels, All which Temples and Chappels, belides the 
buildings of them, were by himpaned, andthroughlic turniſhed with all things 
necellarie, With thele publique buildings, we may number his priuate houſes, 
whereof one withinthe Cirtic meete tor ſo great a perſonage,and foure other with- 
Out at Carriaggi, at Fieſole, at Cafgginels,and atTrebio, all Pallaces hitter for Princes 
then private perſons. And bicaule his magnificent houſes in /zaly di not in his opi- 
nion make him famous ynough, he builded in /er»ſaleman Holpitalltorecine poore 
anddiſcaſed Pilgrims, In which worke,heconſumed great ſummes of money, And 
albeit theſe — and every other his actions were princely, and that in Flo- 
rencehe lived like a Prince, yet v gouerned by wiſedome, as he neuer exceeded the 
bounds of ciuill modeſtie, For in his conuerſation, inriding, inmarrying his chil- 
dren and kiaſfolks,he was like vntoall other diſcreet and mode1il Citizens: bicawle he 
well knew, that extraordinariethings which areotall men with admiration behol- 
ded,do winmoreenuie, then thoſe which without oſtentati6 be honeſtliecouered, *© 
Whenloeuer therefore he married his ſonnes, heneuer ſought to match them with 
the danghters of Princes, but wedded his ſonne Gronanri, to Cornelia Aleſſandri, and 
Piero, to Lucretia T ornabuoni, Allo of his graund children begotten of Piero, he mar- 
ried B1aycato Guglielmo de Pazt, and Nanninito Barnardo Ruſſellai, Theſe his procee- 
dings cauſcd,that in ſo great change of fortune,and in o variable aCirtie, among ſo 
inconſtant Citizens, he continued a Magiſtrate 31. yeares, For being a wiſe man, he 
diſconered all inconnenients afarre,and thereforemight intime prevent them, or if 
they did grow, be ſoprepared, as they could not oftend him, Whereby he did not 
onely ſuppreſle all domeſticall and cinill ambition, bur allo bridledthe inſolencic of 
many Princes with ſo great happineſle and wiſedome, that whoſocuer ioyned in 
league with him and his countrey, became either equall or ſuperiorto his enemies. 
.Andwhoſoeuer oppoſed themlelues againſtthem,citherthey loſttime, money, or 
ſtace, Whercof the Yenerians can beare witnefle, who being ioyned with him a- 
ainſt the Duke _ werealywayes victorious : and bein dilovned ,were firſt 
Þy Philippo, and after by Franceſco victored and oppreſſed. Alſo when they ioyned 
with Afonſo againſt the ſtate of Florence, Coſrmowith his credit, made both Naples 
and Yeniceſo (carceof money, as they were conſtrayned torake what peace himl(clfe 
waspleaſed with. Whatrſocuerdiffhcultie or contradiction was moued againſt Co- 
ſimo, either within or without the Cittie, the end thereof was to his glorie, and the 
diſaduantage of his enemies. Therefore all ciuill diſcords increaſed his authoritie 
in Florence, and forraine warres augmented his power abroad. Fe annexed tothe 
dominion of his Countrey Borgo at S.Sepolcro, Monteuoglio, Caſentino, and the Vale 
of Bagno. Thus his vertue and fortune, oppreſſed all enemies, and aduanced his 
friends. He was borne. inthe yeare 1389. onthe feaſt day of S.Coſimmo and Damiano. 
The firſt part of his life was full of troubles, as appeareth by his exile, his impri- 
ſonment, and his dangers ofdeath. Alſo atthe Councell of Conſtanza (whither he 
went with the Pope Gionamm) after the Popes opprelsion, he vzas forced to dil- 
guiſe himiclte, and flee. But hauing paſſed the tortie yeare of his age, hee lined 
moſt happily : inſomuch, as not onely they which ioyned with him in publique 
actions , but all othermen alſo that maneged his treaſure in cuerieplace of Eu- 
rope , did perticipate of his felicitie, Alſo many exceſsive rich houſes in Flo- 
rence had their beginning from him, as Tornabuoni, Benchi, Portinari, and Saſ- 
ſetti. Beſides all theſe, eucrie man depending vppon his counſell, and for- 
wine, became wealthic. And albeit Ty building of Temples, and gluing, 
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of almes, was knowne throughout the _— would he to his friends many 
times lament,that he had not ipent and beſtowed ſo muchtothe honor of God, bur 
that he found himiclie ſtill in his bookeadebror, He was of meane ſtarure, in com- 
plexion browne, and of preſence venerable: vnlearned, yet eloquent, and tull of 
naturall wiſedome; friendlic to his friends, and pittifull trothepoore. In conuerſa- 
tion he was trugall, in counſel aduiſed, in execution ſpeedie, in ſpeech and an{we- 
ring, wittie, and graue. &ma/dodegls Albizs in the beginning of his exile ſent him a 
mellage,ſaying thatthe hen did fit: whereunmto Coſmo anſwered, that ſhe could nc- 
aer hatch, being farre from her neſt. To other Rebels who ſent him word they 
Nleptnot : heanſwered, that he belecuedthe ſame, bicauſe there, ſleepe was taken 
from them. Vmto the Pope P10, po_ Princes to rake Armes againſt the 
Turke, Coſimoſaid, An old man taketh in hand a yong enterpriſe. Tothe Embaſſa- 
dors of Yerice, who came with the meſſengers of alfowſe, to complaine of the Flo- 
reatines, he (hewed his head bare, and asked of what colour it was ? they anſwered 
white. Then he ages that cre it belong, your Senators willalſo haue white 
heads like vnto mine. His wife, a few houres betore his death, ſceinghim ſhut his 
eyes, asked him for what cauſe he ſodid ? Heanſwered, to bring them in vſe. Some 
Citizens ſaying vnto him after his rerurne from exile, thathe hindered the Cie, 
and offended God, in baniſhing ſo many honeſt men ? To them hee anſwered, 
It was better to hane a Cittie hindered, then loſt; and that the State was not de- 
fended with beades in mens hands. Which words, gaue his enemyes matter to 
ſpeake enill of him, as a manthat loued himſclfe more then his Countrey, and that 
eſteemed more this world, then the world rocome. Many other ſayings, as things 
not neceſſarie, |, omit. Coſmo was alſoa loner and preterrer of learned men, for he 
brought vnto Florence Argiropols, a Grecian borne, and inthattime of linguler lear- 
ning , to the end that the youth of Florewe might be by him inſtructed in the 
Greeketoon?, and other his good !earnings. He enterteyned in his houſe Marſi- 
lio Ficins, a (ccond father of the Philoſophie of Plats, and him he entirely loued., 
Allo, to the end he might with c ine exerciſe the ſtudie of learning , and 
more aptly vie his help therein, he gane himcertaineland neare vnto his houſe of 
Caregg:. This his wiledome, theſe his riches, this manner of life, and this fortune, 
were the cauſes, that in Florence he was both feared. and loued, and of the Prin- 
ces not onely of /taly, but alſo of all Erope eſteemed: fo as he left vnto his po- 
ſerie ſuch a ion , as they might with verrue him , and in tor- 
tune farre exce!! him. Whatever authoritie Coſome had either in Florence, or 
elſewhere m Chriſtendome, he deſerued the ſame: norwithſtanding, in the end 
of his life, he hab great ſorrowes. For of rwo onely ſonnes, Pietro, and Gionann:, 
the one {of whome he had moſt hope) dyed : the other was continually ſick, and 
therefore vnable either for publique or priuate funttion. Inſo much as his ſonne 
being dead, he canſed him tobe carried about the houſe, and he following the 
Coarſe, ſighed, and fide, this houſe is ouer for fo ſmall a familie. It allo 
e of his minde, thathe had not (in his owne opinion) in- 
the Floremtime dominion with ſome honorable conqueſt. it grieued 
him the more, knowing that Franceſco Sforza had deceiued him, who bei 
but Farle , promiſed , that (o ſoone as hee was poſleſſed of tiles, hee would 
winne the Cittie of Zacca for the Florentines, Which was not performed, bi- 
cauſe the Farle with his fortune his minde, and being become Duke, 
determined toenioy that ſtate withpeace, which he had gotten by warre. There- 
fore he won!d neither keepetouch with Coſmo nor any other, neither would he af- 
ter he was Duke, make anie more warresthenthoſe that for his owne defence hee 
was 
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wasenforced vnto. W hich grieued Coſane greatly, finding that he had endured great 
paines,and ſpent much;toaduancea man vnthanktull and pertidious. Moreouer by 
the weaknelite of his bodice, hetound himlelte vnhit tofollow cither private or pub- 
liqueaffaires, whereby the one, and the other,miſcarried, Becauſe the Citic was de» 
ſtroyed by the Citizens, and his owne ſubſtance by his confidents and children 


conſumed. All thelc things inthe later end of his age,did greatly dilquiet his minde : 
Notwithſtanding he died withglorie. Andall the principall Citizens, and allthe 
Chriſtian Princes did condole his death with Pietro his ſonne, and accompanied his 
coarſetothe T empleotS. Lorenzo, where with great pompe it was buried: and by 
publique conſent was written vpon his Tombe, Pater Patrie. If inthis diſcourſe of 
Cofimo,l haue imitated thoſe, which hane writtenthe liues of Priaces,and notthoſe 
which write vniuer{all hiſtories : let no man marueile thereat, For hee being a rare 
man inour Citic, deſerued I ſhould aftoard him extraordinary commendation, In 
thoſe dayes, that Florence and /talyſtood inthe conditions aforeſaide, Lewes King of 
France,was with greeuous warres aſſaulted. For the Lords of his owne Countrey, 
aſsiſted by th®Dukes of Bretagne and Burgogne, madethe war fo great vponthe King, 
that hehadino meaneto aide the Duke Gionanm de Angio, in his enterpriſe of Geuous 
and the kingdome. Burt iudging that he had needeof ayd wharſoener, he gauethe 
Citic of Saona(then in his hand and kept by French men)to Franceſco Duke of M7- 
Las: letting him vnderſtand,that (it helo pleaſed) hemight alſo with his fauour, af- 
fault Genoua. W hich offer was accepted by Franceſco, I eitherthrough the reputa- 


tion of the Kings friend __ the fauour ofthe Adorni, he became Lord of Genoua, The Duke of 


Thentodeclare himſelfe thanktull for the benefit receiued of the King, he ſent into 
France tothe Kings aide, athouſand hue hundreth horſe,conducted by Galzazzo his 
eldeſt ſonne. Thus Ferrando of Aragon, and Franceſco Sforza, were become, the one 
Duke of Lombardy and Prince of Genoua: the other, King of allthekingdome of Va- 
ples, And hauing marricdtheir children,the one, tothe other, they deviſed by what 
meanes they might, during their liues,maintaine their countries with ſecuritie:and 
aftertheir deaths,ſo leaue the ſamexotheirheires, For which purpole,they thought 
it necellarie, that the King ſhould aſſure himſelfe of thoſe Barons, which inthe war 
of Giowanni de Angio , had diſobeyed him : and that the Duke ſhould endeuour him- 
ſelfero exrhtguith thoſe that had bene brought vp inthe warres by the Braccr, natu- 
rall enemies to his houſe, and growne vpin great reputation vnder Giacopo Piccinino, 
who wasthe chiefeſt Captaine in all /taly; and ſuch a one as euerie Prince ought to 
beware of : chiefly the Duke who could not account his dominion aſſured, nor 
leauethe ſame to his ſonnes, ifGiacopodid ſtill liue, The King therfore by all meanes 
ſought ro make peace with his Barons, handling the matter cunningly to aſſure him 
ſelfe ofthem,which fell out very happily.Becauſethe Barons did thinke,thatin con- 
tinuing the warre againſttheir Rogen lame would be inthe endtheir vndoubred 
ruine: and yeelding tothepeace, they (honld ſtand atthe kings dilczetion. But be- 
cauſe mendo moſt willingly eſchuerhat euill which is moſt certaine , it commeth to 
paſſe,that Princes may ealily deceiuc: others of leſſe power: and ſotheſe Lords gaue 
. credit tothe King, For they ſeeing the manifeſt danger of the warre, yeelded them- 

ſelues into his hands, and were vppon ſundrie ne 6 by him oppreſſed : which 


reatly diſmaied Giacopo Piccinino, at thattimeremaining with his forces at Sa/n:ona, 
; Iu” 4 whereby the King might oppreſſehim,he practiſed by his 
friends, to be reconciled tothe Duke Franceſco, who hauing made him great and 
honourableoffers , Giaropo reſolued to put himſelfe into his hands : and being ac- 
companied with one hundreth horſe gwent to Milan to preſent himſelfe vnto the 


Duke. Giacav had long (erued his father, and with his brother ; firſt forthe Duke 
Philippo, 
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Ph:l;ppo,and after for the people of (Atulan, Whereby he Ins 
n ther Citie,and the good will oſthrmmbinde whichwacacreaied by the preſent 
condition of the Ciue. | or the good fortune, and great power of the houle of Sfor- 
4, had kindlcd great enuic : AndGzcope tor his adueriiticand ablence, was 
greatly by the pevple pied, whodetired much to fee him. All whichthings appea- 
red at his comming. For welneare allthe Nobilitie went to meet him, andthe fireers 
were tull ot thoſe which detired to ſee him. Beliides that, great honour wasipoken 
ot him and his ſouldiers. All which things did haſten his deftruction, becautethey 
encrealcd fuſpition, and the Dukes deliret>opprefie him. For the more couert per- 
tormancethereof, the Duke demiſed, that the marriage with his daughter Draſcaza, 
who had bene long before contracted vnto him, (i onld now beſolemnized, Then 
he practiſed with Ferran /o,to emertaine him, tor Generall of his Army, and promi- 
ſed him a undreth thouſand Florins inpreſt. Alter this conchuſton,Gaacops, accom- 
—— with the Dukes Eabetiter cod refers his wite, went vnto Naples, where 
was po Ws ye : and tor diverſe dayes enterteined with 
all ſorts of triumph and _— at length de'iring togo vn his — hich 
heleft at Sa/mons) he was by the King conuited to dinner mthe Caſtle, T hedinner 
being ended, both heanq his ſonne were impriſoned, and (hortly after put rodeath, 
Whereby may be perceined, thatour /talzan Princes have feared that vertne in 0- 
thers, alboa nat to be found in themſelues : and did imother the ſame ſo eng, 
left, our country became (hortly atter,afflicted andruined. 
Intheſe dayes the Pope 7:0 hauing ſetled all things in & , thought the time 
ſerued well, inreipect of the vniuerſall peace, to monethe Chriſtians ro make warre 
againſt the Turke : according tothe plot ſer downe by his predeceſſors. Totheper- 
formance of this exployr,all Princes did comribute mony or men. And in particuler 
Mathi1King of Hungary,and Carls Duke of Zorg-gns,promiting to goin were 
by the Pope made | of that iourney. The Pope | hope 
of proceeding mn this de , that he went trom Rometo:_Ancond, W allthe 
Armie were appointed to afſemble : and the //epctians did promileto ſend veſſels to 
paſſethe Culdiers into Schtavoma. After the Popes arriual inthat Citie,theconcourſe 
of people there was ſo great,that within ftewedayes all the viQtuall of that citie,and 
that could bebrought thither from other places thereabours , did not ſuttice. In fo 
much as cuerie man totaſte of famine. Moreouer,there wanted mony to tur- 
niſh the ſouldiers of things needfull, and arme thoſethat werediſarmed. Mathiaand 
Car/oappearcd not , and the Yenetians lent thither one onely Capraine with a fewe 
Gallies, rather to ſhewetheir and ſeemeto haue _ promiſe, thentopaſſe 
the Armie. So as the Popebei and licke,in the middeſt of theſe buſineſſes and 
diſorders , died. After whole death , eueric man returned home. This Pope 
being dead, the yeare 1 46 5. Paxls ſerunds , borne in-the Cutie of Yerice, aſpired 
to the Papacie. About that time, many other ſtates of /taly chaunged their go- 


The dench of wernment. For the ſame yeare following , died Franceſco Sforza, Duke of Atilan, 
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ing vh that Dukedome fixteene yeares. And Galiazz0 his ſonne, was 

Thedeath ofthis Prince, was the occaſionthat thediuifions of 
Florence became of more force,and wrought their effects with the more ſpeed. Af- 
rerthedeath of Coſams 4 Aedici, Piers his lonne being left in poſſeſsion of the gocds 
and lands of his father,called vnto him, Drotiſaui Neront , aman of great authoritie, 
am5g the other citizens of moſtreputation:and one in whom Ceſimorepoſed ſogrear 
truſt as at his death he willed Pero both in his ſubſtance & Rtate,to be by his counſel 
gonerned. Piers accordingly declared vitoir1/alnithe truſt which Coſimo had in 
him: And becauſe he would ſheve himſelfe as obedient to his father after death, as 
he 
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he was inhis life: hedeſired Dioti/aluito afsiſt him with his counſel!l, both for the 
order of his patrimonie,andthe gouernment of theCitie;and to begin with his own = 
priuatebulineiſe, he commannded all his Othcerstoreſort vynto him with their ac- 
counts,and leauethe fame with Diot:/alur, tothe endthat he might finde outthe or- 
der and diſorder of their doings,and io counſell him what was beſt afterwardsto be 
done. P#4ti{alui promiſed to viediligence , and performe the truſt in him repoſed, 

The Othicers being comeand examined, were tound to haue committed many dil- 

orders, And thereupon (as a manthat more reſpeQted his owne ambition, thenthe 

lone he = to Piers, or the benefits he had receiued of Coſmo) imagined it was ea- 

lierodecrive Pieroof thereputation, and livings left him by his oker Diotifalui CEN 

came vntÞ Prero offering him counfaile, which ſeemed verichoneſt and reaſonable, Neron, 

et vnden the ſame laie hiddenthe deſtruQion of Piero, Heerold him what diſorder 

he ui his 1Faires, and how it behoned himtoprouide great ſummes of mony 

ſor the hblding of his credit, and reputation intheſtate; and therfore ſaid, he could 

not morghoneſtly repaire his diſorders and loſſes, then by calling in thoſe debtes 

which many ſtraungers and Citizens did owe vnto his father. For Coſimo to gaine 

himſelfe followers in Florence, and friends abroad, was exceeding liberall of his {11b- 

ſtance; ahd had for that occalion lent outſammes of great importance, T his coun- 

faile to Pi-roſeemed 200d, and honeſt , ſuppoling he ſhould by execution thereof, 

without peri!l,repaire himſelfe with his owne. Notwithſtanding ſoſooneas hee 

call&d for theſedebrs, the Citizens grew noleſſe offended , then if hee ſhould haue 

deſired their owne goods, and withoutreſpeCt they ſpake euill of him, flaundering 

himtobe a man vnthankfull and conetous. Djotiſalurſeeing this common and po- 

vulerdifirace, which Piero had gotten by his counfaile,ioyned himſelfe with Lucca 4 praftiſe a- 

Pitti, Agnolo Acciainoli,and Nichols Soderin;,determining to take from Piero,reputati- non 

on and ghuernment. Theſe men were monedthereunto for diuerſe reſpets. Lucca 

delired thſucceed in the place of Coſimo, for hee was aſpired toſuch greatneſle, as 

he dildaiped roawait vpon Piero. Diotiſalut, knowing The Lucca was not fit to be 

chiefe otthe gouernment, thought if Piero had loſt his reputation, it would in ſhorr 

time fall vpon himlelfe. Nichols Soderim , delited that the Cittic might line more at 

libertie, andthatthe Magiſtrates might gouerneart theirdiſcretion, Alſo betwixt 

Aenoloarjd the houſe of Medici, remained particuler diſplealures. The occaſion 

whereofwasthis. Rafaellohis ſonne, had long before, ies wife Alefſandra de Offence be- 

Bards, and received with her a great dowrie. She,citherthrough her ownedefault, i vr ru 

orthemallice of others, was by her father inlawe and her huſband , cuill handled. thc Medici 

Wherenpon Brenzo de 1{larione her kinſman , being moued with compaſſion, went 

inthenight accompanied with many armed men,andtooke her out ofthe houſe of 

Aenolo. 4gnolo and the reſt of the Acciaino!; , complained of this iniuriedonethem, 

by the Bard. The matter was committed to the hearing of Coſmo, who iudgedthat 

the Accrarnoli } ould reſtorethe marriage money receiued with Aleſſandra, and (hee 

afterto ret:rnto her huſband, ornot,as her ſelfe was diſpoſed, Ag»olothought him- 

ſelfe inthis indgement not friendly handled by Ceſame,of whom, becauſe hee could 

notbe renenged, hethought to executetherenenge vpon his ſonne, Theſe conſpi- 

rators notwithſtanding thediuerſitie of their humors , pretended all one occalion, 

fayingrhey would hauethe Citie governed by the ringlllach and.nce by the coun- 

faile of a fewe, The diſpleaſure rowards Piero, andthe evill fpeechof him was en- 

creaſed by many marchants, who at that time became bankerour, and laiderhe fault 

thereof vpon Piero, for thar he calling home his money haſtily, had hindered their 

credit,»nd forcedthem withthe preiudice ofthe Citieto be vndone. Beſides thar, 

they did furmiſe , that he praQiſed ro marry his ſonne with Clariſe Orſavi, W __— 
| the 
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the Citizens conceiued that he did diidaine to make alliance with any Citizen: ther- 
fore to viurpethe ſtare, and make himſelte Prince. For whoſocuer diidai- 
neth his owne Citizeas tu be of his kindred, detirethto haue them his ſubiects, in 
theſereſpeCts they had no reaſonto be his triends. T he leaders ofthis ſedition, per- 
ſuaded; uesto haucthe victorie intheir own hands,becaulſerhe greater mim- 
ber of the Citizens (decered with the name of libertie, whereby they viedro make 
their enterpriſes, ſeeme more honeſt) tollowed them. T hele humours then boyling 
inthe breaſts of the Cittizens, it was thought good tuthem, whome ciuill diforder 
diſpleaſcd,to aflaic,it by lumenew tound Sie or teaſt, the mindes of men might be 
ſeried. For moſt commu! che idle people be inſtruments forthoſerhatdeſire alte- 
rxion. Then toremonie this idlenelie, and give ſore occaſion toalienatethe minds 
of men trom conlideration of the ſtate, the yeare of Cosme his death being paſſed, 
they rooke occation to make the Citic ſome mirth , ordeining two rryumphs more 
ſolemne then was the cuſtome. The onemade repreſentation how thethree Mags 
camefrom the Eaſt, tullowing the ſtarrethat ledderhem tothe place where Chriſt 
was borne : which was performed with ſo great ſvlemnitie, as enterteined the Citic 
diuerſe moncths. T he other was atorniament, wherein the principall yoong Gen- 
tlemen ofthe Citicexerciſed Armes againſt all the chiefe men of Armes in /taly. And 
of the Florentine youth, Lorenzo the eldeſt ſonne of Pierogained moſt honor : for not 
by fauour,but indeed by his owne valour, he wannethe beſt prize. Theſetriumphs 
being ended,the Citizens returned tothinke of the ſtate, and euerie man with more 
carethen before,ſtudicd to maintaine his owne opinion, whereot great diuerſiticof 
conceits, and troubles enſued. The one was, that theauthoritic of Baliatookeno 
effect. Theother, by thedeath of FrarceſcoDukeot Milan, Whereupponthe newe 


;. Duke Cal:azzoſent Embaſladors to Florexce, tocontirmethe capitulations made by 


Franceſco his father : wherein among other things it was conc|uded,that yearely the 
Duk= (hould receivefrom them certaineſummes of money. Vponthis Article, the 
Gonernaurs of the ſtate, tooke occalion to hold opinion contrarietothe Houſe of 
Xedici,publiquely intheſe Councels, inueying againſtrhat payment,alleaging thar 
pencionto be promiſed, not to Galr1:9, but vnto Franceſco, For Franceſcobeing dead, 
there was no cauſe tocotinuent. Becauſe inGalrazzothere was not that vertue, which 
was in Franceſco : and ſo conſequently, that good was not, ndr could not be looked 
for at his hand,which was found at his fathers. And although of Frarceſcothey re- 
ceined not much , yet were they to looke for lefle of Galrazao : and it any Citntzen 
wouldentenaine him,to maintcine his owne priuate power,that wereathing con- 
trariet9ciuill life, and the libertie of the Citie. Pero onthe contrary,allcaged,that it 
werenot well done , through couctouſneſle, to loſe friendſhip ſo neceſſarie: and 
thatthere was nothing ſomeete, for the Common-weale, and all 7taly, asto conti- 
nue in league with the Duke: Tothe ende that the Yenctians ſeeing them ynited, 
might not hope either by fained friendſhipor by open warre,to oppreſſethe Duke- 
dome, For if they ſhould percciue , the Florentinmes to haue foilakenthe Duke, they 
would preſently take Armes, and the rather, knowing he way yoong, newly come 
tothe gouernment, and without friends, Wherofthey might hope cither by fraud 
or forceto win his countrey, which would be alſothe vtter r11ine of the Florentine 
Common-weale. Theſe reaſons werenot allowed,and ſecret hatred began openly 
to ſheweir ſeife. For the ſame night, either partie, indiuerie companies  embled 

The friends ofthe Medici, met at Crocetta, and their aduerſaries in La Pieta, who ſtu- 


 dyingto oppreſle Piero,had gottentheir emerpriſe ſubſcribed yyiththe hands of ma- 
Cu ny Citizens. Alſo, being among many othertimes,onenight lembled, they held a 
the 
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todiminiſhthe powerofthe Medici : yetin the order how to bringthe matter ro 
palle,they concurred not. Some,that were of moſt modeſt nanuue,gthoughttharthe 
authoricie of the Balia being ended,it were beſtto tinde meanes,thatthe lame might 
not be reuiued : for ifthe Councels and Magiſtrates did gouernethe Cutie, the au- 
thoritie of Pierowould be in (ſhort ſpace extinguiſhed; and with loſleot his repu- 
tation inthe ſtate, he (hould alſo loſe his credit inmerchandize. For being no more 
in place, where he might imploy the publiquetreaſure,he ſhould of necelsitie grow 
weake; which being brought to palle , there would not beafter any cauletoteare 
him : andallthis practiſe might bee performed without banilhment of anie man, 
andthelibertie without bloud recouered, which euery good Cittizen ought tode- 
ſire. But if they proceeded by force, many perils might be incurred : tor whoſoeucr 
is readie tofall alone,it he be forced by others, will labourto ſtaic himſelt vp. More- 
ouer, when nothing is done extraordinarily againſt him , he ſhall not haue any oc- 
calionto Armehimlelte, or ſeeke friends ; or the ſhould, the ſame would turne to 
his great reproach, and breede ſuſpition in euerie man: ſoas his ouerthrow ſhall be 
the more calie, and others take occa(ion therather to oppreſſe him. Many others 
of thataſlembly hiked notthis delaie: affirming thetime tauoured him, & not them. 
For ifthey were contented with ordinary proceedings, Pierowas in no danger atall, 
and they in great perill : Becauſe the Magiſtrates (notwithſtanding they were his 
enemies,) would ſuffer him inthe Citie,and his friends, with their ruine(as it hap- 
pened in the yeare 58, ) would make him Prince; andas the former counſel! pro- 
cceded from good men,ſothis wasthe opinion of wiſemen. It wasthereforeneceſ- 
lary, that while men be diſpleaſed,to ak him ſure. The meaneto bring the ſame 
to effect, was to be armed both withinand withour, and alſoto enterteinethe Mar- 
queſle of Farrara, tobethe betterdefended. Which done, when a Senate happened 
tobetor the purpoſe, then tomakeall aſſured. Inthis reſolutionthey ſtaied ill the 
next Senate, and proceeded according tothequallitiethereof. Among the conſpira- 
tors, was icholo Fedimi, whom they imployed as Chauncellor,he perſwaded with 
a hope more certaine,reuealed to Prero,all the praCtiſe agreed vpon by his enemies, 
and delivered him a note of all their names; which Pero peruſed, and ſeeing the 
m1mber and quallitie of the Citizens who had conſpired againſthim , tooke coun- 
ſell of his friends, and madeanote likewiſe of them. Then he committed this rolle 
of friends to be madeby onewhom he moſt truſted, who conſidering therof, found 
ſogreat varietie, and inftabilitie, inthe mindes of the Citizens, that many who had 
bene written for his enemies, wereallo inrolled among thereſt, who were accoun- 
ted his friends. During the ſpacethattheſe marters, wi theſealteratios were hand- 
led, the time was cometochuſe twoſupreame Officers, and Nichols Soderini was 
elected Gonfaloniere de Ginititia, It wasa maruellous thing toſee, with what con- 
courſe not onely of honourable Citizens, bur of all ſorts of people, he was accom- 
panied tothe Pallace, and paſsing vpponthe waie, they ſer on his head agarland of 
Oliffe,to ſhewe that of him depended the welfare and libertic ofthe Countrey. By 
this and many like experiences, it is proued, that men ſhould nottake vpponthem 
any Office or principallitie with extraordinarie opinion. Fornot being ableto per- 
forme ſuch expectation(men deſiring morethencan be)doth intimebreed his own 
diſhonour and infamie. Thoma/o and Nicholo Soderini were brethren : Nicholo was 
the bolder and more couragious, but Thomaſo, the wiſer , and friend to Piero. Who 
knowing his brothers humour, that hedefired onely thelibertie of the Cittie, and 
that the ſtare mightbeſerled without harme of any , perſwaded Nicholoto makenew 
Squittini, whereby the Borſimight be filled with ſuch Cirtizens as louedto live in 
libertie. By doing whereof, the ſtate ſhould be at his will ſerled without rumult or 
| iniury 
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intury 10 ane, Niebelogaue credit tothe counſel! of his brother, and intheſe vaine 
1K9a,nauns conlumed thetime ot his othce, till bythe chiefe of the conſpirators 
his trends, he was ſuffered to fincke: as they that would not for enuie;that the go- 
ucrnment ſhould be with the authoritie of N:cholo renued,, and hoping cuer | ot 
:m12ht intime , vader ſome other Gonfalomere worke the ſame effect. he end of the 


_ 


112giracie of Nuholo come,and many things by him begun, but nothing ended, he 
yeelded vp his authoriic with morediſhonour, then with honour, he had entered 

theſame. This mater made the faction of Prero glad, and confirmed his friendes in 

the hopethey had ot his god ſuccefle. And thole that before ſtood neurrall,ioyned 

with Pzere,and matters being thus in areadineſle,tor diverſe months without other 
tumult,they temporized. Notwithſtading the part of Piero ſtil encreaſedin ſtrength, 
wherotthe enemies rooke knowledge and toyned themſelues 1 performe 

that by ferce , which by meaneot the Magiſtrates they might calily haue done be- 

fore; and ſoconcluded to kill Pero lying hicke at Careggz : tor which purpoſe, they 

ſent to the Marqueſle of Farrara,to come vntotheCitie with his forces,and Pierobe- 

ing laine, they determined to march armed intothe Market place, and cauſethe Se- 

nateto ſettle the gouernment according to their will. For alben all the Citizens were 

not their friends, yet they that were their enemics would tor feare giue place. Dioti- 

ſalm (therather to cloake his imtemt)oftemtimes viſited Piero,and reaſoned with him 

of the vniting ofthe Citie. AlltheſepraQtiſes had bene reuealed to Piero, and Dome- 

nico AMartegltallo gaue him intelligence, that Franceſco Neronj, brother to Diotiſalui, 

had perſwaded him, to be of his conſpiracie : alleaging the victorie was certain,and 

aſſured. Thereupon Prerodetermined to bethe firitthat ſhoyldrakearmes,, and fai- 

ned an occaſion vpponthe p_ of his enemies, withthe Marqueſle of Farrara. 

He pretended therefore to haue receuied a Letter trom Giouann: Bentinogli ,'Prince 

in Bologna, —_ was aduertiſed, that' the Marqueſle of Farrars was with his 

forces marchedtothe Riner of Abo, and (as was commonly thought) imtendedto 

cometo Florence, Vpon theſe aduertiſements Pero rooke armes, and with agreat 

multitude of men armed , cameto Florence , where all others that followed him ar- 
medthemſclues, The contrary partiedid the like : but Prero his followers were the 

bener prepared, becauſe the others had not ſo great warning therof, Dioti/aluidwel- 

ling neare vnto Prero,thought not himſelle aſſured at home, but ſometimes hewent 

tothe Pallace,to perſwadethe Senateto cauſe Pieroto laiedowne his armes, & ſome- 

times he reſorted to Lucca , to intreate himto ſtand firmeto his fation, But of all 0- 

thers, Nichols Soderim ſhewed himelfof moſt courage; for he preſently tooke arms, 

and being (ollowed of allthe common _ of hisquarter, went vnto the houſe 

Perfwafons of Lacea, deſiring him tomount on ke, and come to the Market place in ſa- 
—_— uour of the Senate, which fauoured them, and therefore might hope of victorie cer- 
gain the ' taine. 'But if heremainedin his houſe, hee ſhould be either by the armed men op- 
—_ , or by thoſethat werediſarmed ſhamefully deceived. Or it he ſhouldatter 
repent that he did not take armes, that weretoo ate. But iſhe wold with 
the warre Piero, he might caſily doit : and after it he liked to makepeace, ir 
was berter for himto giue,then toreceiuethe conditions therof, Theſe words mo- 
ued not Lacca, hauing alreadie ſetled his mind, and promiſed to Piero new alliances, 
and new conditions. For he had alreadie married vnto Giovanni T ornabuoni, one of 
his neeces, andtherefore perſwaded N:cho/oro laie downearmes, and returneto his 
houſe. For it ought 10 ſufticehim , that the Cittie ſhonld be gouerned by the Magi- 
ficares, and it would cometo paſſe, that euerieman would |aie downe armes : and 
the Senators being the ſtronger partie, ſhould be Tudge of the controuerſie. Nichols 
then ſeeing he could not otherwiſe perſwade him, returned home. Bur firſt ſaid vnto 
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Lucca, 1 cannot alone workethe well doing of our Citie, but I alone can prognoſh- 
catethe evil whereintoit is falling, This relolution you haue made, will breed loſſe 
of libertieto our country, yourdepriuation of gouernment and wealth,and my ba- 
niſhment. The Senate in thistumult ſhut vpthe Pallace, and the Magiſtrates kept 
themſcluestherin, not ſeeming to ſanour any part. The Citizens (and chietly thole 
who had followed Lucca)ſeeing Piero armed, and his aduerſaries diſarmed, began to 
deuiſe,not how to offend Piere,but how to become his frends. Wheruponthe chief 
citizens & leaders of the tactions, went tothe Pallace, & inthepreſence of the Senate, 
debated many things touching the ſtate of the Cittie, and pacifcation thereof. And 
for that, Piero by realonof _—_ could not comethither, they determined by 
conſent to go all vnto him, (X;cho!o Soderini except) who hauing ich recommended 
his children & familie to T oma/o,went to his owne houſe inthe country,aſpeCting 
there the euent of theſe matters , accounting himſelfe vnhappie, and for his coun- 
trey infortunate, The other Cittizens being' come to the preſence of Piers, ONE The ſpeech of 
of them appoifred to ſpeake, complained of the tumults in the Cittie, declaring ——_ 
thatthey, who firſttooke armes wer&moſttog blame: they r.vtknowing what Pie Medici 
ro, (who indeed did firſt take armes) wonld doo. They were come therefore to 
vnderſtand what was his intent, which (being for goodof the Cinie) they would 
follow the ſame. Whereunto Piero anſwered , that hee who taketharmes firſt, is 71. ,ntacrs 
not euer the cauſe of diſorder , but hethat giueth firſt occaſion : and if they would ot Picro, 
conſider what their behauiours had bene towards him , they (hould maruaile leſſe 
at that he had donefor his own fafetie. Fortherby they ſhould ſee, that their aſſem- 
bli&inthenight, theirſubſcriptions, & their praQiiſes torake from him his gouern- 
ment & life , werethe occaſions why herooke armes : whichnot vicd but inthe de- 
fence gf his owne houſe, and not the offence of them, ſufficiently proued his intene 
was todefend himſelfe,and not to harme others. Neither would heany thing,or de- 
ſired morethen his own ſecuritie & quiet, nor had giuEcauſe,thatthey (huld think 
heſought for other, For theauthorinie of Balia diſcontinued, heneuer laboured by 
extraordinarie nieanetorevine it; and was well content thatthe Magiſtrates ſhould 
ouern the citie ifthey ſopleaſed : aſſuring them , that Coſmo and his children conld 
ſe in Florence honorably both with and without the Bali; andthat the yeare 58. 
the ſame had bene,not by bis houſe, but by them renued ; and ifnow they wold nor 
haue it more, he ſhould alſo be ſocontented. But this (iifficed not for them : for he 
found that his aduerſaries beleened, they coulf not 1well in Florence,it healſothere 
fn tharthe friends of his father & him wold 
fearetoliue in Florence with him, having ever born himſelfe among them, as aquiet 
and peaceableman, Then \ _ his (peechto Dioti/alui & his brethrenthere pre- 
ſent) hereproned them with words of much grauitie & offence:puttingthEinmind 
what benifits they had receined of Coſmo, how:much he had truſted thE, & how vn- 
thankfully they had vſed him. Which words wrought ſuch effeQt in ſomethat were 
preſent ,thatif Piero had not ſaied them, they ſodenly wold have ftriken Dioti/alw.In 
concluſion, Piero aid he wold maintein every thing,that they &the Sexat had deter- 
mined. And that hedeſired nothing, buttoliuequiet &aſſured, Aferthis ſpeech was 
ended, many matters werec6moned of, yet nothing don:but in general was c6clu- 
ded,that it was neceſſary to reunite the citie & reform the ſtate. At thattime Barnards 
Lotti was Gonfaloniere #Ginititia, amannot truſted by Piero, wherefore thought not 
good to attempt anything during his Magiftracy:butthe end of kis authority draw- 
ing neare, eleQtion was made by the Senators of a Gonfaloniere to (it in September 
and Oftober 1466, And they eleQted Roberts Lioni : who was no ſooner in 
office, ( all other thinges becing prepared ) but hee aſſembled the people is 
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the Market place , and made anew B.alra , all of the faQtionof Piers; which ſhortly 

. createdthe Magiſtrates , accurding tothe will of te new gouernment, whichter- 
—_ rified the heads of the enemies, and 4enolo Accraiaol ficd to|Naples, Diotiſalmi Nero- 
vanquiſhed. #4, and Nichols Soderim toY cnice , and 1 ucca Pitti remained in Florence : truſting to 
the promiles of Piero , and the neve alliance with his houſe. All the fugitmes 

were proclaimed Rebels,andallthe familic of Nerom diſperied. Allo Gronann Nero- 

mi then Biſhop of Florence, to aucidea worſe miſchicte , voluntarily confined him- 

* ſelfeto Kome. Many other likewiſe banithed themſelues todjuers places,neither did 

this (uffice : but a publike y, roceſsion was ordeined to giue Godthanks tor the pre- 
ſeruation,and vniting the ſtate. Inthe ſolemnization wherot,ſſome citizens were ap- 
prehended & tormented, 4tterwards part of them puttodeath, & thereſt contined. 
T—_ Inthis variation of fortune , there was nothing ſo notable, aþ the example of Luce 
: Pitti: who ſodeinly law the difference of victorie, and loſſe of honor,and dil onor. 

For his houſe, whereunto was wont be greatrepaire, became vntrequented; himſelf 

that had bin accuſtomedto paſſe the ſtreers tolowed with mapy friends & kinsſolks, 

could neither be accompanied , nor ſcarcely fluted: becauſe ſome of them had loft 

their offices, ſomerheir goods, & althereſt threatned. His ſtately houſes in building, 

were by the workmen Tantonl Thoſe that were wont tÞ preſent him,did nov 

offer him injury & deſpite.Some who had giuE him preſents þt great value,did now 

demand them again as things lent. Orhers that were wont with praiſes to extoll him 
totheskies, did, as aperlon vngratefull and violent, blame him. Sothat ouerlate he 

repented his not giuing credit to Vicholo Soderini, and that he did not with (word in 

hand ratherdie honourably, then among his victorious enemies, livediſhonored. 

Theſe that were baniſhed, ſought by ſundrie meanesrtorecoſier the Citie, they had 

loft. Yet Agnols Acciaiuelt being at Vap/es, before hee artempyed any thing, thovghe 
goodtofeelethediſpoſitionot Pero, and what hope remajned of reconciliation : 

Thelener of Writing, vnto him,as followerh. 1 ſmileroſce,whar ſports fort|inedoth make herſelf, 
Ago” Ac and hor at her pleaſure ſhe framerh of tocs triends,and of trixnds foes. You canre- 
Picrod Me. Member that at the baniſhment of vor father(eſteeming moxe his iniurythen mine 
Qt, owndanger)I loft my country, & was like to hauc alſo loſt my life. Neither(inal his 
time)did I euer omit, to honor and tanour your houſe, nor after his death haue had 

any intent to offend you. True it is,that your own vnhealthie diſpoſition, & theten- 

der yeares of your children, brought me into ſuch feare,as Irhought it behoued me 

to take order, that after your death, our cou ſhould not|be ruined. For which 
c6oſiderari6 I hauedonediuers things, not againſt yon ,bu forthe good of my coun- 

try. Whercia,if [ haue commirted error,the fame ought be,for my good intent, and 

ſed ſeruice,pardoned. Neither can I beleeue other,bur that (inreſpeQ of ancient 

wa your houſe) I ſhal ar this occali6 find mercy, & my manifold merits, a! nor 

be,by one onely fault cancelled. Pierohaning peruſed this letter, aun{wered thus. 
--—w— Yourlaughing there you are, is the occaſionthat I weep nothere where am: ſor if 
you had laughed at Florence , I ſhould have wept at Naples .| I denienot your we!l 

deſeruing father, ith your ſelf wil confelle to haue taſted his liberalitie: and 

by how muchthat deedes be eſteemed abone words, by ſo much your obligation is 

morethE ours. Youthen recompenced for your good, may nÞt maruell,though ſor 

your euil,you receinedeſerned puniſhmer. Lernor the lone of your country excuſe 

you: ſiththereis no man beleerreth,thar this citie hath bin leſſe loued & profitted by 

the Medici,thEthe Arriainoli. | dotherfore with you with diſÞonor toremain there, 

fith here in honor you knew not how to lead your life. 4gnolqthus diſpairing of par- 
don,wentto Rowe, & there conferred with the Archbiſhop, & other baniſhed men, 

ofthe meanwherby they mighttake reputation fr6 the houſqof Medici:which Picrs 

with 
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withdifficultie (notwithſtanding the aide of his friendes) coukd prevent, Pietiſclui 

and Nicholo Soterim ; likewile practiſed ro makethe Senate of Yemce encmietotheir eb j 

countrey : thinking thereby , that if with anie new warrethe Florentines were allai- 14: 

led,the gonernment being new and hated, they ſhould not beableto detend them- 

ſelues. In thoſe daies Giouan Franceſcorhe ſonne of Palla Strozz4 lived in Farreys,and 

had benetogither with his father, baniſhed in the alteration of the ſtate, the-yeare 

34. T his G:0n.-mhad great credit , and was holden amongſt other merchants a man 

of great riches, The newe Rebelles declared vnmo him, the great facilitiethey 

found to recouer their countrey, if the Yenetians would takethe Enterprilein hand: : 

which he thought they would be calily perſwaded vnto , if part of their charges | 

might be borne. Giouan Franceſco, who deſired torcuenge himſelfe of the inw- 

ries recciued, ca(ily gaue credite to their counſaile : and promiſed with all his Fi 

wealth , to furniſh the enterpriſe, Then went they all togither vnto the Duke, comptaint of Lþ\i 

complaining of the exile whereinto they faide themſelues were fallen, not for the baniſhed q 

anie other fault, butbecauſe they delired that their countrey might be gouerned _—_ 

with the lawes thereof : and that the Magiſtrates and not a fewe others ſhould of Venice; 

be honoured. For Piero der Hedici with others his followers, accuſtomed to line 

tyrannically, had by deceit taken armes, and by dcep cauſed them to diſarme therg- 

ſelues,and afterwards by deceit expulſedrhem yur of their Cine. Neither werethey 

ſocontent,butthey wouldalſotherein pretend deuotionto God,and by that colour 

opprelecthers. Forat the afſemblic ot the Citizens, and at publikeand facred cere- 

monies {tothe intent God ſhould be partaker of their treaſons) they apprehended, 

impriſoned, and (lewe manic Cinizens: which was an example of great impietie 

and wickednefſſe. For revenge wherot, they knew not whitherto relort with more 

hope,thento that Senate which hauing euer liued free, could not buttake compalsi- 

on of thoſe, who had loſt their liberties. Then they perſwaded all men that loued li- 

bertierodereſttirants: & thoſe thatwere godly ;toabhorreimpious people. Putting 

them in mind,that the houſe of Medici had taken from them,the dominie of Lembar- 

dy,ar ſuch time as Coſomo(without conſent ofthe other citizens, & the Senate) fauou- 

red & aided Franceſco, Sothat thoughthey had no compaſlsion of the Florentines,yet 

thereuegeof the injuries donetothe7erctia5,0ughtto moueths, Theſe laſt words The Floten. 

moued all the Seat todetermine that Bartolomeo Coglionetheir General, ſhuld aſſault [<5 a02vieed Fa 

the dominis of Florence, He with all ſpeed poſsibleaſſembledthe army, & with him trans & More 4 

ioyned Hercole Eſte; lent by Borſo Marqueſſe of Farrara; T hey atthe firſt entrie (the quelic of Far- "M4! 

Florentines not being prepared) burnt the Towne of Dauadola, and ſpoyled ſome '*'* $74; 

other places inthe countrey thereabout, But the Fleyentines (hauing F Shs our all [4&0 

the enemies to Piero) ade leagne with Galiaz29 Duke of Milan, and with the "1-41 

King Ferrando, Thenthey enterteined Federigs Earle of Yrbino, for their Gene- $1 

rall ; and founde themſelues ſo friended,, as they feared littletheforce of their ene- 

mies. For Fertando ſent thither :_{/fonſo his eldeſt ſonne, and Duke Caliazzs 

came inperſon: either of themleading aconuenient number, and rhey altogither " 

made head at Cu/{racaro, a Caſtle belonging tothe Florentines: builded at the foot of ; : | 
ff 
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thoſe Alpes, wherby men paſſe from T oſcanato Romagna, Inthe meanetimetheene- 
mies were retired tovwards 1mola,and ſo betweenthe one andthe other army (accor- 
dingtothecuſtome of thoſe daies,) ſome lightskirmiſhes happened, butno rownes 
by either of them beſieged, nor any diſpoſition in either ofibem ro fight withtheir 


enemie, but everie man remaining within his Tent, continued the wars with grear 9 

cowardice. This maner of hettings uendy offended the Gouernors in Florence, q 

findingthemſelues charged by a warre, whereinthey ſpentmuch, and could hope M 

for lile. And the Magiſtrates complained of thoſe Citizens who were made +8 
R 2 Commiſlaries | 
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Commiſſaries inthat enterpriſe.” They anſwered, that Duke þa/iaz.zo was occaſion 
thereof, for hee having moſt authoritie and leaſt experience, knewe not what 
was profitable , norwould not beleeue others of more kill : and that it was im- 
polcible, ſo long as hee remained in the armie , thar anic ſhing ſhould be done 
with honour and commoditie. Wherefore the Florentines faide vnto the Duke, 
albeir for their profit it was beſt he ſhould be perſonally intheir aide, becauſe the 
reputation of his preſence was the fitteſt meane toterrifie the enemie ; norwith- 
ſanding for that they eſteemed more his fatetie,thentheir ſtake, or proper commo- 
ditiethey thought not fit he ſhould remaine long trom Milawbeing newly come to 
his gouernment,and haning therediuerſe ſtrong enemiesto he ſuſpeted: ſothat, if 
any ofrhem ſhould practiſe againſt him,they might eaſily in his abſence, do it. For 
whichreſpettsthey perſwaded himrorerurnehome;and leaije part ofhis forces for 
their defence. This coun{e!l contented Galiazzo,and without further con(ideration, 
returned to: Aſilan. The Florentine Capraines disburthened of this let, rodeclare 
the ſame was the true occalion of their ſlow proceeding,dreyy ſoneare tothe enc- 
mie,that they iovned battle: which continued one halt day,neither partie yeelding 
to other. Notwithſtanding there wasnot ante mantherein {faine, bur ſome horkes 
hurt, and a fewe priſoners on either part taken. The winter now being come, 
and the (caſon of the yeare no longer ſeruing tor the hielde, they retired totheir 
lodgings. Bartolomeo went to Ranenna , the Florentines intÞ Toſcana : the Kings 
ſouldiers and the Dukes, reſorted home to their maiſters! Countries. Burt to 
ſoone as this afſaule beganneto be torgotten , and nodilorder madein Florence,as 
the Florentine Rebels promiſed , andthe other fouldiers wanting paic ; were con- 
tent to entreate of peace, which with ſmall difficultiewas concluded, The Rebels 
thendiſpairing of all hope, to dinerſe places dilperſedthemſelues. Dionfaluwent to 
Farrara, where he was by the Marquelle &orſo, recciued, and relieued. MNicholo 
Soderirni fledde to Rawenra , where lining long vppon a poorepencion giuen him 
by the Yeretiars, inthe ende there died . This X:bolo was accounted a man 
iuſt and couragious, yet vncertaine and ſlowe of his reſolution : which was the 
cauſe that the Gonfaloniere loſt that opportumnitic, which being out of office, hee 
would haue taken,but conld not. The peace concluded,the Citizens whoremained 
in Florence withvictorie, thinking them(clues not aflured, vnleſſe they did as wel 
oppreſſethoſe they ſuſpeCted , as their apparant enemies, perſwaded Zar:o Alco- 
wit: , then Gonfaloniere Gmititia, to remoue more Cittizens trom their offices , and 
tobaniſh many others. Which thing greatly encreaſed the power of that faCti- 
on, and terrified the contrarie part : which power they vied without reſpect, and 

roceeded ſo much at their pleaſure, as it ſeemed, that God and fortune had con- 
Ferned toginethat Cittieintotheir hands. Of which doings, Pieroknew little,and 
that inle;he could not (being afflicted with ſickneſſe)remedie. For his diſeaſes were 
ſogreat)as he could not vieany member faue only his tongue: wherwith heexhor- 
tedthem,and praied them to liueciuilly, andenioytheirnativecountry, rather en- 
tirethEbroken. And for the comfort ofthe Citie,hedetermined with magnificence 
to celebratethe marriage of Lorenzo his ſonne, who was alreadie contrattedio C/a- 
rice, 'dilcended of the houſe of Orſini : which marriage was performed with great 
pompe, as to ſo magnificent a feaſt apperteined, For performance of theſetriumphs, 
diners daies were conſumed in feaſting, dancing, & publike ſhews. W herunto was 
alſo ioined (for more apparice of greatnes of the Medici) 2.marſhal exerciſes;theone 
repreſented abartle fonght inthe field; the other, ofatownebelieged:whichthings 
were deuiſed in good order , & performed with ſomuch vertueas might be. While 
chefe matrers weredoing in Florecethereſt of /taly lined quiet, butyet ingreat luſpitis 
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of the Turke,, whoproceeded ſtill in his enterpriſeagainſt the Chriſtians, and had 
wonne Negroponti, tothe great infamieand diſhonour of the Chriſtian name, Then 
died Borſo Marquelle of Farrara,to whom ſucceeded his brother Hercale, tucnthen 
died alſo Giſmondo da Kimino,a perpetuall enemictothe Church : who left to inhexit 
that ſtate, Roberto his natiirall lonne; afterwards accounted the moſt excelletr Cap- 


caine of /taly, Then likewiſedied the Pope Pagolo:inwhole place was created Sr5#0 poye Sits 


quarto, called betore his creation Franceſco da Sauona, a man of bale and vile condi- 
tion : yet for his vertue made Generall of the order of S. Franceſco, and atter- 
wardes Cardinall., This Pope was the firſt that beganne to ſhewe of what 
great forcethe Papaciewas, and that manie _ betoretime accounted faults, 
_ be by Papall authoritie , conered. This Pope had amongſt many others 
in his houſe, two men, the one called Pero, andthe other Gerolamo: who(as eue- 
rie manthought) were his vnlawtull ſonnes : notwithſtanding mencalled them by 
other names more honeſt, Pjerobeing madea Frier, was preterredto thedignitievf 
Cardinall, and called Cardinall of $.S;fo. To Gerolamo he gaicine Cite of Furl, 
and tooke it by force from A ntomo Vrdelatfi, whoſe anceſtors had bene long 
time Princes there. This ambittous manner ot proceeding, made him thermore 
eſteemed by the Princes of 1taly,and cuery of them ſought which way tobe accoun- 
ted his friend. The Duke of Milan gaue his daughter Catterinain marriage tO Gerola- 
mo,and with herthe Citic of /m0/a, which by force he had taken iro T addeo Alidoſsi. 
Betwixtthis Duke, and the King Ferran 1s, was alſo madenew alliance, For Elzza- 
bella daughter to Afonſo, eldeſt ſonne of theKing , was married to Coun Galiazzo, 
eldeſt ſonne tothe Duke. Thus 1taly continued quiet, and the greateſt care of the 
Princes was,oneto honor the other:and \vith new alliances, friendſhips,& leagues, 
onetoaſſure himſelfe ofthe other. Butnotwithſtanding ſo great apeace, Florence 
was by the Citizens thereof greatly afflicted. And Preys being troubled with ambiti- 
onof the Citizens, and his own diſeaſes,could not procureremedie: yet todiſcharge 
his conſcience,andlaiebetore them their miſdemeanor, hecalled to las preſencethe 


chiefe Florentines,and ſaid vntothem as followeth. I ncuer thought that anie time Th: 0:ation 


could come, when themaner & behautor of friends would proue ſuch , as romake of A 1 ve wa 
to Inc FIOrene 


meloue & defire my enemies : orthat I might wiſh victory tobeconuertedtgloſſe. 
Becauſe I thought my ſelfeaccompanied with men, whole appetites were confined 
to meaſure; & that it ſufticed themto liuein their country aſlured & honoured;and 
(that which is more) vpontheir enemies renenged. Butnow I know my ſelt far de- 
ceiucd, as he that knew littlethe ambirionof men,and leaſt of all yours, For itcon= 
renteth you not tobe Princes of ſogreata Cittie, and among you a tew to hane the 
honors, ofhices, and commodities, wherewith many Citizens were wont to be ho- 
nored. It contented you not ty hauethe goods of your enemies among youdiuided, 
It contenteth you not,to burthen others with publike charges, & you free from all 
paiments,torake the publike profit: but you wilalſo with every kind of iniury mo- 
Icſt them. You ceaſe not to rob your neighbors, you fearenotto ſell iuſtice;you flie 
ciuill indgement; you oppreſle peaceable men , and aduancethoſethat be infolent. 
Neitherdo I beleeuethatthereis inall /taly, ſo many examples of violence & coue- 
touſnes,as be inthis cittie, Bur ſith it hath giuen you life, why doyou rake life from 
i? [fit hath made you vitorious, why ſhould we deſtroy it ? If it hath honored vs, 
why hane wediſdained it ? [promiſe you by that faith, which ought tobegiuEand 
received am6g good me,that if you behaue your ſelnes ſo,as I ſhal repent me of my 
victory, I wilſodo,as you ſhalalſorepet that you haue abuſed it, Thoſecitizens ac- 
cording tothetimeanſweredreſonably. Notwirſtiding they continued ſtill intheir 
inſv1&tdoings. Inſo much as Piero ſent ſecretly ro Agnols Acciainoli (who came pra 
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him at C af aggivols, and there they reaſoned at lengthrouching the eſtate ofthe Cit- 

tie, And ſurely had henot bene by death prenenmted, he wouls hauecalled homeall 

the baniſhed men, to bridle the inſolencieand oppreſsion of thoſethatlined inthe 

Citie. But death inftered him not to pertorme ſo honeſt an intent : tor diſeaſes of bo- 

Death of Pie- d1e and trouble of minde , (o greeuoully handled him, that hee diedthe fittie #nd 
*0 UMFU three yeare ot his age. His vertueand bountie, could not be to his. Coumrey-(o 
well knowne, as they deſcrued : partly becauſe his father lined ( welneare as 

long) and partly , for that thoſe tewe yeares hee ouerlived him, were in cull 
contentions and fickneſſe conſumed. This Pro was buried in the Church of 

S, Lorenzo , neare vnto his father: and his tunerall performed with honour and 

pompe, worthie ſo great a Cittizen, Of him there remained two ſonnes, Loren- 

£0 and Giu1ano, of whome there was good hope, that they would provue men 

fit for the ſtate : yer their youth was ſuch as made all men doubt thereof, A+ 

| other chiete Cirtizens in the government of Florence, there was one farre 

[oma(o 3% excelling thereſt, called Tomaſo Soderini: whoſe wiſedome and authoritie,not one- 
x ly to Florence, but alſo to all rhe Princes in /taly was knowne, Hee, aſter the 
eath of Prero , was of all the Cittie reverenced : and manie Cinizens did dai» 

lie viſite him , as chiefe man of the ſtate, Alſo diverſe Princes did write vnto 

him, Neuertheleſle being wiſe, and knowing what fortune followed him and 

his houſe, hee would never anſwere the Princes Letters : and perſ{waded the Ci« 

tizens they ſhould not reſort to his houſe , but tothe houſes of the Medici, Allo 

to (hewe in deedes, that which by words was by him perſwaded , heeaſembled 

all the chiefe Gentlemen of or , at the Monaſtery of 5, Antonio; whi- 

ther hee procured that Lorenzo and Ginliano di Aedici ſhould come : and there 

after along and graue Orationby him made, they diſputed the eſtate both ofthat 

Cittie , of all /#a/y, and of the humours of the Princes. Therein concluding, 

that to continue Florence vnited in peace, aſſured from diniſion within, and from 

warre without , it bchooued them to honor tholetwo yoong men, and mainteine 
therepuration oftheirhouſe : Becauſe men donot repine to do ſuch things asthey 

hauebene accuſtomed vnto, but ney houſes, as they are eaſily honored, ſo arethey 

quickly abandoned, For it hath bene euer more ealie to maintaine that reputation, 

where length oftime hath —_— ennty,thento raiſe anew eſtimation,which 

by many occaſi6s may be opprelled. After him ſpake Lorenzo,who notwithſtanding 

his youth, vttered words with ſo greatgrauitie & modeſtie,as gaue euery man hope 

he would becomeſuch a one,as indeed afterwards heproued. And beforethey de- 

parted that place,the Citizens praiedthe brethren,to receiue them as children,they 

Giulizzo mg Offring to honorthem as fathers. This concluſion ſer downe , Giul:anoand Lorenzo 
Lorenz>di were Caen as Princes of the Citie,and thoſe that were of counſell with 7 oma- 
Medich fo, didnot intermeddle. Thusthe Florentinesliued both within & without ſopeace- 
ably , asnothing diſturbed the Commonquier, till atrouble not looked for aroſe, 

which did prognoſticate future miſchiefe. Among other families (which Lucca Pitts 

ruined) was that of Nardi. For Salue#roand his brethren being heads of thac houle, 

were firſt ſent intoexile, and after by the warre which Bartolomes Coglione moned, 

made Rebels. Of theſe Barnardobrother of Salueffro, was a yoong man of great 

Confriracy of ſpirit and courage. Hee being could not endure baniſhment: and finding 
the Nardi. that the peace made had not PR for his returne, determined to make proofe 
of ſomewhat, whereby might grow occaſion of warre. For many times of a ſmall 
beginning , great effects doe followe . Becauſe men bee more willing to pro- 

ſecute, then beginne anie enterpriſe. This Barnards had much acquaintance 

in Prato, and muche more in the Coumtrey about Pi/toia : chictely my the 
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the houſe of Palandra: who albeit they were but countrey people, yet was their 
number great, and the men {according tothe manner of that countrey) praCtiſed in 
armes,and much vſed to bloud. He knew likewiſe they liucd diſcontented, and by 
reaſon that ſome of their enemies were Magiſtrates in Florence, they had bene euill 
handled. He knew morcouer the humor ot the Prateſi, who accounted themſelues 
proudly and hardly goierned, and had particuler knowledge of the euill diſpoſi- 
tion of ſome towards the State, All which things brought Pim in hope to kindle 
fireinT ofcana, by making Prazo torebell, whereto ſo many would put hands,as they 
that would quenchit, (hould not be able, Then he imparted this matter to Dv0- 
tiſalui Neroni, and asked of him, w hat aide might be by his meanes procured amon 
the Princes,ithe (ſhould happento ſurprize Prato, Diotiſalui thought the enteric 
dangerous,and as impoſsibletotake efteQt : notwithſtanding,conl1dering he might 
thereby with the perill of others make new proofe of fortune, perlwaded himto 
oceed, and promiſed to bring him aſſured aide from Zologna, and Farrara, ſo that 
1e were able to defend Prato at theleaſt hfteenedayes, Barmardo then incourageds- 
with this promiſe, and conceiuing great hope of happieproceeding, went to Prato, 
and there communicating the matter to dinerſe, found them verie willing, The 
likediſpoſition he perceived inthe (amilie of Palandya, and having agreed togithers 
ofthe time and manner of the enterpriſe, #4rnar4s imparted all to Drotiſalui, At that 
time, was Ceſare Petyucei, Podeſta of Prato, forthe Floremtines, The cuſtome was, 
that the Podeſta (hould havethekeies of the towne brought vnto him : And when- 
ſoeuerany of the towne (chielely in times of no ſuſpition) deſired to goe out or 
come in by night, that favour was graunted, Zarnaydo knowing this cuſtome, being 
accompanied with thoſeof the houſe of Palandya, and 100, others armed men,inthe 
morning when the gate towards P:/foja ſhould open, preſented himſelfe: andthoſe 
whome he had made priuie within, did likewiſe arme, One ofthem wenttothe 
. Podeſta, laying, a friend of his delired to come into the towne. The Podeſta not 
doubting any ſuch accident, ſent with him aſeruant ofhis to carrie the keies : from 
whome, (being alittle onthe way) the keies were taken, the gates opened; and 
Burnardo with his followers came in, Then they diuided themſelues in rwo parts, 
The one led by Salueſtroof Prat, tooke poſleſsion ofthe Cittadell, The other fol- 
Towing Barnardo, ſurprized the Pallace, and commited the Pod:fs with all his 
familic, to the cuſtodie of one of his companie. Whichdone, they walked the 
ſtreets, proclaiming thename of libertic. By that time it was day, and many people 
by meane of the noiſe, came to the market place, where vnderſtanding that the 
Cittadell and Pallace wetetaken , the Gouernor alſo with his familie impriſoned, 
they meruailed much. eight Citizens (chiefe Officers of the rowne) aſſem- 
bled in their Pallace,to conſult what was to be done. But Bernardo and his men, ha- 
uing awhile walked the towne, and finding himſelfe not well followed, heari 
wherethe eight were, went vntothem, declaring thatthe occaſion ofhis enterpriſe 
was todeliuerthem andtheir countrey from bondage: and that they ſhould gaine 
grem lorie to take armes, and accompanie him ns ah glorious ation, whereby 
they ſhould win perperuall quiet, and cternall fame. He alſo laid before them the 
memorie oftheir auncient libertie, comparing it with their preſent condition. He 
likewiſe told them whar aide they ſhould be aſſured ro haue of others , if they 
would but forafey/edaies defend themſelues from the Florentine forces. He infor- 
med them moreouer, that he had intelligence in Florence, whereby he was adverti- 
ſedtharCitrie wori!d wholie follow him. Theeightnotmoued withtheſe perſwa- 
ſions, anſwered, that they knew not whether Florence lined in libertie or _— 
as a thing they deſired not to vnderſtand. But well they knew theit owne detire 
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was not to enioy other libertie, then to obey thoſe Magiſtrates that governed in 
Florence : of whome, they had not receiued any (ſuch iniurie, as might moue torake 
armes againſt them. W heretore they periwaded him to reſtore the Podeſta to his 
| libertie,lend his men out ofthe towne,and faue himleltc ſpeedily tromthat danger, 
whereinto he was vnaduilcdly fallen. Thele (peeches dilmaied not Barnardo, tor he 
inteded to ſecif feare might mouethe Prateſi,tothat which with intreaty could nor, 
Therefore to terrifie the Citizens, and determining to put the Podeſta rodeath, he 
tooke him out of priſon, and commanded himto be hana at the Pallace window, 
The Podeſta being brought tothe window, the halter vpon his neck, and ſeeing 
Barxardoto (ollicit his death,turned himſelfe towards him, and ſaid. Barnardo, thou 
purteſt me ro death, hoping the rather to be followed of the Pratefi, but the con- 
trarie will come topafle. For the reverence which this people doth beare to the 
Gouernors ſent by the Floreatmes is ſo great, that ſo ſoone as they (hall ſee this in- * 
wriedone te me, they v/ill hatethee, ſo much, as the ſame will prooue thy ruine: 
wherefore not mydeath, but my life, may bethe occaſion of thy vitorie, For if [ 
commaund them that which thou wouldft haue done, they will more willinglie 
obey me;then thee. Thus I following thy direction, thou mayſt become owner of 
thy defire. This counſell ſeemed to Barnardo (being a manirreſolute) veric reaſo- 
nable, and therefore willed him at a window to commannd the people to yeeld 
their obedienceto Barnardo, Which being done,the Podeſta was lead backto priſon, 
By this time, the weakeneſle of the conſpirators was diſcouered, and many Floren- 
tines inhabiting that rowne, were aſſembled : among whome, was Georgio Ginorj, a 
Knight of Jeruſalem, He ang - the firſt that rooke armes againſtthe Rebels, aſlaul- 
ted Barnardo in the ſtreets, ſometimes intreating , and lometimes threatning the 
people to follow him,till at length by Georg/o, and many others (whotooke armes) 
Barnardo was hurt and taken. Which doe, it was no hard matte to deliuer the 
Podeſta, and vangquiſhthe reſt, For they being ſewe, and divided intoſundrieparts 
ofthetowne, wetewelnearealltaken or ſlaine, Inthe meane ſpace, the fame of this 
accident was come to Florence, and reported to be much greater thenit was, For 
theaduertiſements were,that Prato was (i1nprized, the Podeſ/awith his houſhold put 
todeath, P;/tviain armes, and many oftheCinizens of the conſpiracie, inſo much as 
- many-Cittizens ſodeinly cametothe Pallacero conſult withthe Senate, Atthattime, 
Roberto Sanſeuerino happened tobe in Florence, who being a man of great experience 
in warre, was ſent with certaine forces to Prato, commaunded, that he (ſhould ap- 

roach the towne, and ſend back particuler aduertiſements in what ſtate the ſame 
food; and do there, what by his wiſedome ſhould bethought good. Roberto mar- 
ching on his way, and paſsing the Caſtle of Camp), a meſſenger came vnto him from 
Ceſare Petrucci, declaring, that Barnardo was taken, his companions fled, or (laine, 
and alltherumnlt pacified, Whereupon Roberto returned to Florence, and (ortly 
after Barynardo being broughtthither a priſoner, and demaunded why he tookethar 
enterpriſe in hand,avinſwered, bicauſe hedetermined rather to diein Florence, then 
live in exile: and thought good toaccompanic his death with ſome memorable 
aQtion. Thisrumult begun and ended (as it were in one inſtant) the Citizens of 
Florencerevurned totheir wonted order of life, thinking to enioy that ſtare withour 
ſuſpition, which they had lately eſtabliſhed, and ſetled : whereof inſued thoſe in- 
conueniences, which many times be ingendred by peace, for the youth became 
more prodigall then they were wont, ſpending their money in apparrell, feaſting, 
and otherlike vanities; and (being idle) conſumed their ſubſtance in play, and wo- 
men. Their whole ſtudie was to be brauely apparrelled, and roſeeme wittie, or 
ſubrile; for hethat could moſt cunninglie mock and deride others, was holden the 
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wileſt and moſt eſteemed; Theſe and ſuch likediſorders, were by the Courtiers of 


Milan increaſed. For atthat time, thither camethe Duke, with his wife, and Court, 
to performe (as he ſaid) a-certaine vowe, and was there receiued with pompe, 


mecte for ſogreat a Prince;and friend tothe Florentines, Inthat time allo, was ſcene Horence. 


athing in Florence, neuerbetore vied, which was; that the Courtiers of Mz/an, not- 
withſtanding the time of Lent, did without reſpect ofthe Ecclehaſticall order, cate 
almoſt none other meate, but fleſh: Albeit the Duke found the Cutie of Florence 
full of courtlie delicacie;and cuſtotnes comrarieroall well ordered cuilitie, yer his 
*comming increaſed theſame. Wherefore the good Cittizens thought fitand necel- 
ſarietobridle the excelle with new lawes, forapparrell, for tunerals, and feaſtings: 
Inthe midſt of this great peace , there happened in Toſcana anew and vnlooked tot 


tumult. Inthe Proumce ot / o{terya, certaine Cittizens happened to findea Mine of Tumples in 
Allum, whereof, knowing the commodirie, tobe helped with money, and defen+ Vorera: 


ded with authorinie, they ioyned with them ſome Cittizens of Florence , making 
them partakers of fuch profit as ſhould thereof ariſe. This matter at the beginning 
(as it happeneth ſor the mot part inall nevy ations) was by thepeople of Yolterra 
lintle eſteemed. But the commoditie thereof afterwards knovwne, they deſired roo 
late, and without effect, that which at the firſt they might eaſilic haue obteined: 
Then beganthey to propoundthe matter intheir councels,faying, it was not con- 
uenient that a commoditic found inthe common lands, ſhould be conuerted to a 
priuate vſe, Thereupon, they ſent vnto Florence certaine Embaſladors. The cauſe 
was committed toatew Citizens, who either þicauſe they were corrupted, or for 
thatthey ſothought beſt, gaue ſentence; that the requeſt of the people of / o/terra 
was notreaſonable, bicauſe they detired todepriue the Cittizens of their labour and 
induſtrie, andtherefore iudged , thatthole Alums apperteinedto priuate men, and 
notto the Citie. Yet was it conuenient,thatthoſe priuate perſons ſhould giue yearly 
vnto the people certaine money, in ſignethey acknowledged them for ſuperiors. 
This anſwere did nothing diminiſh, but angment therumults and diſpleaſures in 
Volterra, (othat nothing was ſpoken of ſo much in their councels, and in cuerie 0- 
therplace inthe Cirtie, astherequeſt of the multitude, which was, toreconer that 
which they thoughtloſt, Thepriuate men onthe other (ide, ſtill laboured ro con- 
tinue that which they had gotten, and had bene confirmed by indgement of the 
Florentines, T his matterremained (olong in diſputation, that one Citrizen, amanof 
eſtimation in that Citrie, called Perorino, with diverſe others that rooke part with 
him, was (laine, their houſes ſpoiled and burnt. Inthatfurie alſo, the Rettori forthe 
Florentines with difficultie eſcaped, This firſttumult being paſſed, they determined 
in all haſte to ſend Embaſſadors to Flor-nce, who informed the Senators, that if they 
would obſcrue their auncient conditions, they would alſo continue intheiraun- 
cient obedience. The anſwere of theſe meſſengers was long diſputed. Tomaſo Sode- 
rini was of opinion, that it behoved toreceiuethe / olterani with what condition 
ſocuer, thinking the time ſerued not,to kindlea fire oneare hand,that might burne 
their ownc houſe : for hefeared the diſpoſition of the Pope, the power of the King, 
and miftruſted the 7enetians friendſhip and the Dukes, not knowing what fidelitic 
was inthe one, nor whatvertue in the other, alleaging that prouerb which faith, 
Better a leane peace, then afat vittorie, Of a contrarie minde was Lorenzo de Medici, 
thinking he had nov occafionto make (hew of his wiſedome and counſell , andthe 
rather being thereto perſwaded by thoſe that enuiedthe authoritie of Tomaſo. And 
therefore determined by armes to puniſhthe infolencie of the / olterani, affirming, 
that if they were not correQed, as a memorable example, al! others (vpon eueric 
light occalion) without reuerence or reſpeCt,yould dare todo the like. This reſo- 
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lution made, the Yolterani were anſwered, that they could not require the keeping 
of thoſe conditions, which they themſclues had broken, and therefore eitherthey 
ſhould referre themſelues to the diſcretion of the Senate, or preſently looke for 
warre. The / olcerant renirned with this anſwere, prepared tor thedefence of their 
towne,and ſent toall Princes of /taly tor aide, but were aided by tewe:for onely the 
Saneſi, and the Lord of P:owbino did promiſe to helperhem, T he Florentines onthe 
other (ide, dging that the victorie would be gotten > ans. of ſpeed, afſembled 
tennethouſand footemen, and twothoulſand horſe, whome vnder the conduct of 
Federigo, Lord of Yrbino, they ſent into the countrey of Yolterra: all which, they 
calily poſſeſſed. Then they brought their Camp belore the Cirtie, which being 
builded yponan hill, could not be affaulred, but onthar ſide, where the Church of 
$, Aliſandro ftandeth. T he 7 olterani had for their defence entertcined athoufand 
ſouldiers, or thereabouts, who ſeeing how brauely the Florentines aſſailed them, 
fearing they could aot delendrthe towne, were inthe ſeruice {lowe, butin doing 
iniurie tothe Yo/terayi readic ynough : {o that rhoſe poore Cinizens were by the 
enemies afſaulted without, and by triends oppreiſed within, In ſomuchas (diſpai- 
ring to be ſaued) thought good to make peace, and forwant of better meane, yeel- 
ded themſclues to the Florentines Commillaries : who cauſed them to open the 
gatcs, and the greater part of the armie being entred, they went vntothe Pallace 
wherethe Priori were, whome they commanded to returnetotheir houſes,and by 
the way, one of them was by a ſouldierreuiled and robbed, Of this beginning (for 
menbe more readietocuillthen good) grew thedeſtruCtion and fack ofchis Serie, 
which continued one whole day. The houſes wererobbed,and the people ſpoiled, 
neither did the womenar:d Churches eſcape, bur al! ſouldiers, aſwell they that had 
cowardlie defended the rowne, as the others that fought, were partakers of the 
ſpoiles. The newes of this victorie, was with much reioycing receined at Florence, 
forthe ſame was wholietheenterpriſe of Lorenzo, who thereby gained great repu- 
tation. And thereupon one of his deareſt friends reprooued T omaſo Soderini for his 
counſell, ſaying vnto him, What ſay you now, that Yolterrais taken ? To whome, 
Tomaſo anſwered, methinks it is loſt : for if you had taken it by compoſition, you 
might haue made profit and ſuretiethereof; bur hauing it by force, intime of warre 
it will weaken and trouble you, and in time of peace, charge and hinder you. 
In thoſe dayes, the Pope —_ hold in obedience the townes belonging to 
the Church, cauſed Spoleto to belacked : which by meane of inward faction, had 
rebelled. After, forthelike offence, he beſiegedthe Cittie of Caſtello. Inthattowne, 
Nicholo Vitelli was Prince. He being in great friendſhip with Zorenzode Aledici, 
refuſed not in that neceſsitie to aide him : yet was thataide not ſufficient todeſend 
Nichela, but ynoughto ſowe the firſt ſeeds of enimitic betwixt s yr and the Medici, 
rds brought forth fruite of thuch milchiete: and the ſame ſhon!d 
quickly haue}ſhewed it ſelfe , had not the death of Frier Piero, Cardinall of $1, 
happened. Fqr this Cardinall, hauing trauelled abour all /taly, went allo to Venice 
and Milan (pretending to honor the marriage of Hercole, Marqueſſeof Farrara)to 
Qiſe with he Princes, and ſound their diſpoſition towards the Florentines, But 
cing rerurnef to Rome, hedied : not without mo ro hauebene poiſoned by 
the YVenetians,who feared the greatneſle of Siſto, ſolong as he might becounſelled 
and incouragpd by Frier Piers. For albeit nature had made this Frier of baſe bloud, 
and was alſo hred vp baſely ina Monaſterie, yet ſo ſoone as he had afpiredtobe Car- 
dinall, there þppeared in him ſogreatpride and ambition, as might not onely be. 
comea Cardipall, but alſo ſeeme fit ynongh for any Pope. For he feared not to make 
afeaſt in Komt with ſo great charge,as ſeemed ſuperfluous for any King: for ok 
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he ſpent morethentwenticthouſand Florins. Pope Siſo bereft ofthis agent, proſe- 
cuted his enterpriſes more coldly, Notwithſtanding, the league being renewed 
berweenethe Florentines, the Duke, and Y enet1ans, and place lett for Pope Siſts, and 
theKing, who made an other contraCt ; thereinallo, leauing places for other Prin- 


ces to enter, if they would. By this meane, /taly became diuided intwo tations : ttaly divided 
for daily betwixt theſe twoleagues, there grew diſpleaure, as it happened, tou- 2 3290s 


ching the lle of Cipres, which the ram. challenged,and the Yeretians viur- 
ped, whereupon, the Pope and the King became more willing one of the others 
triend(hip. In thoſe daies, Feaerigo Prince of Yrbino, was accounted the moſt ex- 
cellent ps. of 1taly, and had long ſerued for the Florentines. The King and the 
Pope (to the end our feague ſhould not hauethe ſeruice of ſuch a leader) derermi- 
th ro winthe good willof Fe:{ergo, Tothat end both the Pope and the King defi- 
red him to come vnto Naples. Fe4erigo performed theirdelire, to the great admira- 
tion and diſpleaſure ofthe Florentines,belecuing it would become ot him,as it didto 
Giacopo Piccimino. Yetthe contrariecameto paſſe: for Federigo returned from Naples 
and Xomagna With great honor, and ſtill Generall for their league. Neuerthelelle, 
the King and Popeceaſed not,to ſornd thediſpoſition of the Lords in Xomuzna, and 
the Sane/i, hoping to make them his friends, and by their meanes, beable ro offend 
the tres þ why wa percemed by all connentent waies armed, to incounter 
their ambition : and hauing loſt Fe crigo of Yrbino, they enterteined Roberto of Ki- 
mini, They alſo renewed the league with the Per»gint, and drew thereunto the 
Lord of Faenza, The Pope and King a!le:2ed, that their diſplealure to the Floren- 
tines was, bicaule they lought to > Ann the Yenetians from them : and the Pope 
thoughetha'the Church could 1or mainteinethereputationthereof, northe Earle 
Girolamo his ſtate in Romagna, ifthe Florentines and Fenetians were vnited. On the 
other ſide, the Florentines teared they would be enemies to the Yenetians, not ro 
win their friend hip, bur the rather thereby to ininriethem : ſo as 7taly lived rwo 
yeares in theſe {i:{ptions, and diuerlities of humors, before any tumults were mo- 


ved. Burthe firſt(although bur ſmall) mpeoey inT oſcana. Braccio of Perugit, aman Troubles in 


(as hath heretofore bene often faid) of greatirepuration in the warre, had rwo 
ſonnes, called 04s, and Carlo, This Carlo was achild, and Oddo was by the inhabi- 
tants of the Vale of Lamona (line, as hath bene declared, Carlo being atteined to 
age, and able for armes, was for the memorieof his father, and the good hope of 
himſelfe enceneined by the Yenetians, and made among others, a leader for that 
ſtate. Thetime of his conduR ended, he refuſed to ſerue longer, determining to 
makeproofe, it with his owne fame, and therepuration of his father , he couldre- 
couer his owne countrey of Perugia, \Whereto the YVenetians eaſily conſented, as 
they that were wont in alterations to increaſe their dominion. Carlothen came into 
T ofcana, and found the enterpriſe of Perug:a hard, by reaſon that the Peraginiwere in 
league with the Florentines, yet deſirous that this motion might take ſome effect 
worthie memorie, he aſſaultedthe Saneſi, alleaging they weredebrors of money, 
dueto his father, for ſernicedone to that ſtate, whereofhe required fatisfation:and 
on thar demaund, affaulted them with fo great furie, as that dominion became 
diſordered. The Cittizens of Siena, ſeeing themſelues ſo furiouſly charged (being 
readie to ſuſpeQt the worſt of the Florentines ) thought all was done by their con- 
ſent, They alſo complained muchtothe Pope and the King ; and ſentEmbaſſadors 
vnto Florence, to expoſtulare the iniurie, and couertliealleaged, that withour aſsi- 
ſtance, Carlocould not with ſo great ſecuritie haue offended them. The Florentines 
excuſed themſelnes, promiſing in what ſort the Embaſſadors thought good, they 
would commaund Car/s, nomore to offend the Sane, Whereof Carlocow _ 
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thatthey by notjaiding him, ſhould loſe agreat conqueſt, and he miſſethe meane, 
to aſpire ro mudh glorie. For in ſhort ſpace he proiniled them poſleſsion of thac 
Cite, where he found ſo great cowardice and dilorder, as with poſsibilitic itcould 
not be defended. Then Car(s departed from thence, and returned to his old enter- 
reinement of the V enetians. Albeu the Saxeſt were by the Florentmes delivered from 
ſo great danger, yet remained they towards them oftended, and indged their vbli- 
acion not tobe any thing, having ſaued them from aneuill, whereot they had 
_—_ the occaſion. During that thele matters berwixt the King and Pope were 
handled in T oſcana,there happened in Lombardy an accident of much more moment, 
and did prognaſticate greater cuils. There was in Milan a Scholemaiſter, called 
Cola of Mantoua, a man well learned, but ambitious,and ſuch a one,as inſtructed the 
chiete children ofthe Cittie. This Cola, either bicauſe he hated the life and manners 
of the Duke, or for ſome other occaſion, in all his ſpeeches ſeemed todilcainethoſe 
men that lined vnder an euill prince, calling others glorious and happic, whome 
nature and fortune graunted ro beborne, and live in common-weales. Declaring 
how all famous men had bene brought vp incommon-weales, and not vnder Prin- 
ces. For the common-weales (ſaid he) did nouriſh vertuous men, but Princes did 
oppreſſethem :for the one doth cheriſh vertue, the other doth feare it. The yong 
men with whqme he had gained moſt familiaritie, were Giouandrea Lampugneno, 
Carlo V iſconti, and Giro ae Olgeato, with them he oftentimes reaſoned of the euill 
nature ofthe Duke, and their ov/ne misfortune, being gouerned vnder ſuch a one: 
and at length hee began to be in ſo great confidence ot theſe yong men, that hee 
broughtthem to ſweare, that ſo ſoone as they atteined to mans eſtate, they would 
deliver their countrey from thetirannie ofthat Prince. Theſe youths perſwaded to 
performe wharthey had promiſed, waying therewith allthe Dukes behauiour,and 
the particuler iniuries he had done, did haſteatheir intent to put the matter in exe- 
cution, The Duke Galiazzs was in his diſpoſition laſciuious and cruell, whichtwo 
things had made him odious : for it ſufhced him-not to entice Ladies todiſhonor, 
but he would alſo take pleaſure in publiſhing the ſame. Neither was he content to 
put mentodeath, but he would all/vexecutethem with ſome cruell manner of tor- 
ment, He was \moreouer (landered , or truely ſuſpected, to hane murthered his 
owne mother | for hee perſwading himſelfe not to be Prince (ſhe being preſent) 
found meanes foremoue her to Cremona, which was the place of her dowrie; and in 
that iourney ſhe became ſodeinly Tick, and died : and many men iudged her ſonne 
was cauſe of her death, This Duke, had in matter touching women, diſhonored 
Carlo, and Geralamo, and denied Giowandreato haue the poſleſsion of the Abbey of 
Miramondso, bejzng graunted vnto him ofthe Pope, vpon reſignationofakinſmanof 
his. Theſepripate iniuries increaſed thedelire ofthe yong men, by revengetode- 
livertheir coumtrey of ſo great miſchicfes : hoping, that if they might murther the 
Duke, they ſhquld be not onely eſteemed ofthenobilitie, but alſo of thepeopletol- 
lowed. Thus determined of the enterpriſe, they oftentimes met together, and by 
reaſon of theig auncient familiaritie, no meruaile made of their meeting . Bein 
rogithers (to i their minds more prepared for that action) they alwaies calked 


ith the (heathes of daggers made for that purpoſe, one of them in 
lly trake the other. Then they deviſed of thetime and place. In 
thought ir not fitto be performed. In hunting they feared it wonld 


thereof, and 

the breaſt and 
the Caſtleth 

proue incerreine & perilous. Whenthe Duke walked inthe ſtreers forpleaſure,they 
imagined it wþuld be hard, and vnlikely tobe done. And at feaſts, they doubted the 
places wouldjnotſerue. Wherefore they reſolued, at ſome | wry pompe and 
triumph, wherethey were certaine of his being, to kil! him, forthither they might 
vnder 
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vnder dinerſe coulours aſſemble their friends. They concluded alſo, that if any of 
them vpon occaſion were by the officers apprehended, the reſt ſhould with their 
words in the middeſt of his enemies ſley him. This happened in the yeare 1476. 


The feaſt of Chriſtmas then being at hand (at whichrime, on S. Stephens day, the 
Duke was woont with great pompto vilitthe Church of that holie Martir)they re- 
folnedthat place andtime would beſt ſerue for the executionot their intent. The 
morning ot $.Stephens day being come, they cauſed cerraine of their moſt aſſured 
friends and ſeruantsto armethemſclues, ſaying, they would go to aide Gzonandrea, 
who comtarie to the mind of ſome his euill willers, y/ould make a conduct for 
water in a certaine ground of his. They being thus armed, went tothe Church, 
pretending, that they would before their deparrnre, take leaueotthe Prince. They 
procured alſo diverſe other their triends and kinsfolks, for fundrie con{1derations 
to comethither, hoping, that the deed being done, euery one would followthem 
toperformethereſtofthe enterpriſe. And their intent was, (theDuke being laine) 
t010yne with thoſe armed, and yo to thar place of the Cirtie, where they might 
more ealily raiſe the people, and perſwade them to arme themſelues againſt the 
Ducheſle, and Princes of the Stare; ſuppoling the people by meanes ofthe famine 
wherewith they were then grieued, would ea(tly tauour the enterpriſe: and vnto 
the people they determined to gine leaue to [poile the houſes of Cero Simonetta, 
Giouannt Botti, and Franceſco Lucan: , all Magiſtrates of the gouernment, whereby 
they ſhould be aſſured otthem, and gaue the people libertie. This reſolution was 
ſer downe, and the execution thereot tirmely agreed vpon in their minds. Giouax- 
drex with thereſt met earcly in the Church, and there altogithers heard Maſle, 
which being ended , Gionandrea rurning towards the image of S, Ambroſe, ſayd, 
O Ambroſe, Lord of our Cittie, thou knoweſt our intention, and the end wherefore 
we will aduenture ourſelues to ſo many perils: Be fauourable to this our enter- 
iſe, and by fauouring of iuſtice, ſhew how greatly iniuſtice dothdiſpleaſe thee. 
Fo the Duke onthe other ſide, before hecame tothe Church, many lignes happe- 
ned, to prognoſticate his death at hand;:For the day being come, he pur on his 
priuiearmour (as enericotherday for the moſt part hedid) yer ſodeinly before he 
went from his houſe, either bicauſe hethoughr1tnot lightly, orchar itdid hurt his 
bodie, he tooke it off, Thenthoughrhe ro haue heard Matte inthe Caſtle, buthis 
Chapleine was gone to S.Steffano, Then commaunded hee that the Biſhop of 
Como (hould ſay the Maſſe, but he alleaged certaine reaſonable lets, ſo the Duke 
was (as it were by neceſsitie) occaſioned togoe rothe Church. But firſt, he called 
for his two ſonnes, Gionangaliazzo, and Hermes, whome he embraced, and kiſſed 
often, as though he had nopower to depart from them : yet inthe end, hedeter- 
mined to goe; and comming out of the Caſtle, betwixt the Embaſſadors of Farrars 
and Mantona, rode to the Temple. The conſpirators inthe mcane while, to giue 
the leſle ſuſpition, and keepe them from the cold, were retired intoachamberbe- 
longing to the chiefe Prieſt of the Church, their friend, and vnderſtanding that 
the Duke did come, they came from the chamber into the Church, Gionandrea 
and Grrolamo placed themſelues on the right hand of the Church doore , and 
Carlo on the left hand. Then thoſe that went before the Duke, entered the 
Churche doore , and after the Duke himſelfe, inuironed with a greate multi- 
tude of people, as it alwaies happeneth , in time of ſuch a princelie pompe. 
The firſte of the Conſpirators that went trowardes him, were Lampugnano, and 
Girolamo, They pretending to make place and roome for the Prince , came 
hard vnto his perſon, and aflaulted him with ſhort and ſharpe daggers, which 
they had hidden in their (leenes. Zampugnano gaue him two woundes, the 
S one 


= - 
Jo; _ 
1 * zo : 
- * 2 ” , 


<2 


-- tags 


' "2 


The buke 
murdercd, 


ſtabit vetus 


me awww... m 4 <—_—_... 


194 | THE HISTORIE 


one inthe belliefthe other inthe throate. Girolamp likewiſe in thethroate,and in the 
breſt ſtrake him.Carlo/ i{cont: ſtanding neare vntothe doore,and the Duke paſt him, 
at (nch time as his companions gaue theaſlault, could not hurt him before, but gaue 
him two other wounds, one on the ſhoulder, the other inthe back : and thele lixe 
wounds were all ſo fodeinly and ſpeedily giuen, that the Duke was fallento the 
ground before any man knewe what the matter meaned. Nether could he do, or 
lay any hag thqt was knowae, but infalling, one onelytime he cricd, O Ladie 
helpe me. T he Puke thus laid onthe groun 10 wegr Is Fs great,many ſwords 
were drawneuyt, and (as it hapned in like caſes vnlooked tor) tome fled out of the 
Church, and ſorhe rannethither, without any certaine knowledge, or occalion of 
the matter. Butthoſewho werenext mntothe Duke,ſceing him ſlaine,and knowing 
the murtherers, purſied them. Of the conſpirators, Growarrea intending to get 
ont of the Churfh, went —_ the women, who being many, and according to 
their cuſtome ( onthe ground, was ſo troubled and ſtaied with their garments, 
that he was by 4 Moore (one of the Dukes footmen) ouertaken, and ſlatne. Carlo 
was likewiſe bythoſethat were preſent, killed. But Grrolame Olgrato eſcaped out of 
the Church, ſecihg his companions ſlaine, and not knowing whither to fee, went 
home, where hecould be neither by his father nor brothers receiued. Bur his mo- 
ther onely, hauihg compaſsion of her ſonne, did recommend him to a Prieſt, an 
auncient friend 4 that houſe, who put him in Pricſtlike garments, and remooued 
himrohis houſe, where he remained rwodaics, hoping that ſome tumult in Mzlar 
would ariſe, andthereby he might be ſaned. Bur that not comming to paſſe, and 
fearing to be folind there , he aflaicd to flee diſguiſed ; yet being knowne, was 
brought = Magiſtrates, and there he confeſſed all the order of the con- 


ſpiracie. [This Girolamo was twentiethree yeares of age, and died with no lefſe 
courage z then he had executed the enterpriſe. For _ brought to his death, 
ſtript naked, and prepared for the hangman, who with his knite in hand, ſtood 
readierocut him in preces, heſpake theſe Laten words, Mors acerba, fama perpetua, 

wy fatti. This enterpriſe was by theſe Rs yoong men ſecretly 
practiſed, and reſolutely executed. The cauſe of theirdeſtruQtion was, thar they 
were not followed and defended of them, to whome they truſted. Ler Princes 
therefore learneto make themſelues ſo much: honored and loued, as no man can 
hope to hurt them , and faue himſelfe. And ler all private perſons know , how 
vaine it is to thinke, that the multicude (notwihſtanding it be diſcontented) will 
in their perils follow or accompanie them. This accident amazed all /taly, but 
much more tropble proceeded of other chances, that ſhortly after happened ini 
Florence. For thereby the peace which had continued in 7taly the ſpace oftwelue 
yeares, was broken, as in the Booke following ſhall bedeclared. Which Booke, 
as it beginneth with bloud and terror, ſodoth it end with ſorrow and milcrie. 


T he emde of the ſeuenth Booke. 


. THE 


THE EIGHT BOOKE 


ESFEZS H E beginning of this Booke, placed amidſt two conſpiracies, 
( Ys WW} the one in Man alreadie declared, the other happened in Flo- 

pY ( vl rexce, and tobe ſpoken of; it may bethought fit, that (according 
| dY to my cuſtome) 1 ſhould ſomewhat faie, touching the quallitie 
= ber of conſpiracies, and of what importance they are. Which wil- 
Fan We? lingly I would do, had I not in other places diſcourſed there- 
of, or that ſuch a matter might be brielclie paſſed ouer. Bur tee- 
ing it requireth great conlideration, and is alreadie ſpoken of, we will proceed, and 
tell how the Meir, having ouercome all enemies, that openly oppoſed them- 
ſclues, being delirous their houſe alone might haue authoritie inthe Cirtie, it be- 
houed them to opprelle all others that ſecretly praQtiſed againſt them. Forſolong 
asthey ——_—— againſt other tamilies but with equall authoritie, the Citizens 
enuying their greatnefle, might openly and without feare affront them, Bicauſe,the 
Magiſtrates being tree, neither partie before loſle of vitorie, had any occalion to 
fearc it ſelfe. Bur afterthe victorie, inthe yeare 66. the State became ſomuch inthe 
hand and power of the Medici,asall men diſcontented, were inforced,cither patietly 
toabidethe condition wherein they liued, orelſe by way of conſpiracie, and ſecret 
praCtiſe, roamend their fortune. Bur ſith coſpiracies are with difficultic performed, 
torthe moſt part, they procuretheruine ofthe conſpirators, aad the greatnes ot him 
againſt whomerhey be conſpired. Sothat,a Prince by conſpiracic aſſaulted, if hebe 
not therein ſlaine, as wasthe Duke of Milan (which ſeldome hapneth) becommeth 
thereby the ſtronger, and being before good, becommeth euill.Bicauſe conſpiracies 
dogiue him occalion to feare, feare counſaileth him to ſecke aſſurance, and in ſee- 
king aſſurance, hedoth iniure others, whereby he gaineth hatred, and many times 
procurcth his own deſtruction. Soas incoclulion,treaſonsdo ſodeinly ouerthrow 
thoſe who attempt them, and trouble him many times againſt whome they be 
atrempred. /taly was (as hath bene before declared) diuided into two faCtions, 
the Pope and theKing onthe one ſide, and the Yeretians, the Duke, and Floren- 
times on the other {ide. And albeit there was not berwixt them any warre mo- 
ued, yet was there dailie occaſion giuen thereof, and the Pope chiefelie in all 
his actions ſtudied ro offend the ſtate of Florence. Philippo de Medici Archbiſhop 
of Piſa, then dying, the Pope, (contraric to the will of the Senate of Florence) 
gaue that Biſhopprick ro Franceſco Saluiati , whome hee knewe to bee enemic 


to the honle of Medici. But the Senate denying to deliner poſſeſsion there- Dipleafure 


of, there followed great diſpleaſure berwixt the Pope and the 4/edici. Beſides Npe kde 


that, the Pope did great fauours in Rome to the familic of Pazz2, and in cuerie Medici, 
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acte, Fisſatoured the houſe of Medici, In thole daies, the houſe of 7.727 lined 


i196 } 
abone other the. Florentin: tamilies,inmoſtriches and glorie. The chicte otthem 
was called (Grac who {or hisriches and Nobilitie, was madeKnight. He hauing 
nochildren but oc onely daughter, had tor heires diverſe nephews, fonnes of Piero 
and Antomy his brethren. T he chicte ot whom were Guglielmo, Franceſco, Kinato,and 
Gionannm. Afterthqm, Andres, Nicholo,and Galeotto, Cof mode Medici (eeing their riches 
and nobilitie, gate bis neece &:axch. in marriage to« uglielmo, hoping that alliance 
would makethoſt houſes more vnited, and remo!e all occation ot diipleafures and 
ſuſpitions, which many times hapned berwixt them. Notv/ithſtading (ſo incertaine 
and falliblearethqexpectaiiosot men)the matter came otherwileto paſſe, for thoſe 
that counſelled Lgren=o, tid him,it was perilous, and contrary to his authoritie, to 
ſuffer the Citizeny to increaletheir riches and ſtate: which was the caule thatthoie 
degrees of honoq wererot graunted to Gracops and his nephews, which (as other 
Citizensthought} they deleraed. Hereot grew the ti ſ diſpleaſure ofthe Pazzz,and 
the firſt feare of the Meaic:, T he increaling ofthe one, was cauſe that the other alſo 
increaſed: in ſo mij}ch as the Pazz4 inall actions, v. hereat other Citizens did meete, 
were nottothe Mpgiſtrates welcome. Alſothe officers of eight men, vpon a like oc; 
calion, (without ſich reſpect, as was wont tobe bornertowards the great Citizens) 
conſtrained 7r.na4/code Pauzi being at Rome,to returneto Florence, Wherenponthe 
Paz%4 in all placegwith iniurious words,and full of offence complained: which do- 
ings,cauſed vtherj to ſuſpect, & think theſelues to be iniured.Ciouanni de Pazzi had 
married thedanghter of G:onanni Barromeia man of greatriches, which riches after 
his death for wantof ſonnes, ſhould come vmto her, Neuertheles, Carlo his nephew 
toke poſleſsion of part of thoſe goods, andtherby the matter being brought totriall 
and ſute,an order was made, by vertue wherot,the wite of Gionann de Pazti was dil- 
inherited, and theſpoſleſsions giuento Carlo: which iniurie,the Pazzrdid altogither 
impute to the Meci, Otthis marter, Cin/ianode Metict did many times lament, and 
complaine to his brother Lorenzo, ſaying, he teared leaſt they deliring roomuch, 
ſhould loſe all. Butt Lorenzo being tull of yourh and authoritic, would needs take all 
vponhim,and make eucry man know ,thatall things weredone by him, The ?.izzi 
being noble and rich, could not indure (o great iniuries, but deuiſed by what means 
they might procuge reuenge. The firſt that moued {peech againſtthe Medic, was 
Franceſco. tle being of more courage and liferhenthe others, determined to getthat 
which he wanted, or loſe that which he had, And bicauſle the gonernment of Flo- 
rencewas hatefull \nto him, he lined for the moſt part in Rome, andthere (according 
to the cuſtome of Florentine Merchants) occupied great ſummes of money. Bein 

alſo of familier acquaintance with the Earle Grro/amo, one of them often contetetnnl 
tothe other of the Medici. In ſo much as after many conſnltations, they concluded, 
that to make the ane of them aſſirred ot his lands, and the other of his Cittie, it was 
neceſlarie to alterithe government of Florexce, which they thought con'd nor 
be done, without the death of Gia/iano, and Lorenzo. They alſo (uppoſed, thar 
the Pope and the}King, wonld calily thereto conſent , if the tacilitic of the en- 
terpriſe were laidjbefore them. They then thus minded, imparted all their intent 
to Franceſco Salutati, Archbiſtop of Piſa, who being ambitious, and lately iniu. 
red by the .e:/xth, willinglie condiſcended. And examining among themſelves 
what was to be done, they agreed (for the more ſpeedie performing of the aQti- 
on) to drawe thereinto CGracops Yd Parti, without whome, they thought no- 
thing could be pqrformed. [t was then ſuppoſed good, that for this purpoſe Fran- 
ceſea de P.irri (bond goe to Florence, and the Archbil-op and theFarle remainear 
Kome, to (ollicite the Pope when need required. Fraxceſco being come to —_ 

oun 
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found him morereſpectine,and hard to beperſwaded, then they would haue him, 
and aduertiling the lameto Xo, it was thought fit todraw him with more autho- 
ritie. Whereupon the Archbiſhop and the Earle opened all the manter to Grounbat- 
tiſta da Monteſe:co,one ofthe Popes Capraines. He being a manof warre well eitec- 
med, was allo beholding tothe Pope andthe King, Neuertheleſle, a 
marcer hard, full of danger and dit ticulties, which the Archbiſhop laboured tore- 
mone, by telling him what aide the Pope and King would giue tothe enterprile, 
Allo healleaged,thatthe Cirizer:s of Florencedid hate the Medici,and the Sa/ziatiand 
Pazzi would helpto killthem, which was the morecalie todo,by reaſon they wal- 
ked inthe Cittic vnaccompa nied,and without ſuſpect. Therefore if Giuliano and Lo- 
renz9weredead, the State might eatily be changed. All which reaſons, Giowanbat- 
tiſl.1 belecued not, hearing many Florentmes atfirme the contrarie. While theſe 
matters were in conlideration,it happened Carloof Facnzate!l ſo {ick,as eucrieman 
feared his death. It was thenthought good to the Archbiſhop and the Earle, to 
take occalion to ſend Giowanbattiſt.i to Florexce, and from thence to Romagna, vn- 
der pretence to recouer cenaine Townes, which the Lord of Faenzs had taken 
fromthem. The Earletherfore commaunded Grouanbattiſfatoſpeake with Lorenzo, 
and in his namedelire counſell how the matters of Komagna might be handled: after 
todeale with Franceſco de P.iz 24, andthenthey togither,to ak Giacopo di Patts 
to be of their mind. And bicauſe he ſhould carrie with him the authornie of the 
Pope, they procured him to ſpeake with his holineſſe, who offered to furtherthe 
enterpriſe with all his power. 619::.:2-22t;j7. arrineq ut'Florence, went vnto Lorenzo, 
of whome he was cuncouſly receined, and in all his demaunds wiſely and friendly 
counlelled. \Vhereof Gioaanb:ittiſta meruailed, finding him-an other man, then he 
\was reported tobe : forhe pron himto be curteous, wile, and a friend to the 
Far!e:norwithſtanding hethought fit toralke with F-wiceſco, but (he being goneto 
Luca) communed withGzacopo, whomeatthe firſthe found farre from the marter, 
yetbetfore they parted, withtheauthoritie of the Popeſomewhat moued,; and ſaid 
toGrollaart}r, tha he ſhould goe into Ragragna, and ifithe meane _=_ Franceſco 
woutdiss&me home:andrhen more particulerly they would reaſon how all things 
ſhould be handled. Gionanbattiſka went and retutned,and ſtill cotinued roenterteine 
Lorento with his diisimuled buſines for the Earle : and after conferred with Gs 
and Franceſcode Parti, with whom heperſwaded fofarre, thatthey conſentedto the 
enterpriſe. Then they reaſoned of the manner how to performe it, and Giacopo 
thought it vnpoſsible,boththe brethren being in Florence,andrherforethought beſt 
totarry til Lorenzo wentto Rome, which was thought he would, and thentoexecute 
rhe matter, Franceſcoliked wel! that Lorenzo ſhonld goeto Kome, but it hedid not go 
thither, yet either at ſome wedding inthe Church;or atthe time of ſome ſport, the 
might be both ſaine; And touching torreine aide, hethought the Pope might al- 
ſemble forces, prerendingthe enterpriſe of the Caſtle of Montone, having iuſt vcca- 
fiontorake it fr6 Carlo, bicauſe he had moued rebellion inthecountries belonging 
to Siena and Perrgia, Yet was nothing fully concluded, but that Franceſco de Pazzs, 
and Gio»axbattiſ/a (hold go to Rome, and there withthe Earle and the Pope deter- 
miaeal!things. This matter was againe praQtiſed in Rowe, and intheend areſolu- 
tion ſet downe (the enterpriſe of Montone being determined) that Cionan Franceſco 
41Tolentinothe Popes ſouldier, ſhould goe to Romagna, and Lorenzodi Caſtelloro his 
covntrey, and either ofthem with their men be readie to do, whatſoeuer by the 
\.rchbi-op Salniati, & Franceſco de Pazzi ſhould be comaunded : who, with Giowan- 
Futtiffx > Wonteſecco bould goto Florzce,and make prouilis of all things for the ex- 
ecu1tion of the enterpriſe;whereunto the king Ferrando by his Embaſſador gy 
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ſome aide. The Archbiſhop,and Franceſco de Pazz4 arriued at Florence, perſwaded 
vntothe conſpirgcie Giacopo4 Poggio,a yong man well learned, but ambitious, & de= 
lighting inchange. They perlwaded allothe two Giacops Salniati,one was brother, 
_ theother nephqw tothe Archbiſhop. Theyperiwaded likewile Barnardo Bandani, 
and Napolione (two valiant yong men borne 1n Fraunce) yer aftectionatto the famil 

of Pazzi, Of ers (belidesthoſe we haue named) they perlwaded Antonio ds 
Y olterra, and onf other called Stefano, a Prieſt, who taught the latintoong to the 
daughter of Giagopo, Rinato de Pazzi, being a wile and graue man (and ſuch avne as 
knew the inconhienients that followed like enterpriſes) would not conſem tothe 
conſpiracie, but þy all honeſt meanes hecould, impeached the ſame. The Pope had 


annon lawes, where he continued till the Pope aduanced himto 
the dignitic of Cardinall. Theconſpirators thought tittobring this Cardinallto Flo- 
rence, Whoſe coming, ſhould coner the con{piracie, hoping to harbour in his houſe 
thoſeconſpiratogs, whom they had need of, and thereby rake occalionto performe 
theirint&t. The Cardinall being delired,came, and was by Giacopode Patti receined 
at Montught his tÞwne,neare vnto Florzce. The conſpirators delired by his occaſion 
toaſſemble Lorepzo and Giuliano, and ſo to kill them. They found meanes then that 
they ſhould feaſtſthe Cardinall at their towne of Fie/ſo/e, whither Giulzanoceither by 
hap or purpoſe Famenor, ſo as that appointment failed. Then determined they to 
conuite them in Florence , whither of neceſsitie they muſt come, and ſo they tooke 
order to makethe feaſt on Sung \y the 26.0f Aprill 1478. Theconſpirators thus de- 
termined to murtherthem ar the feaſt, on Saterday night they met togither , totake 
order for the exgcution of the murther the next day. The day being come, Fran- 
ceſcowas aduertiſtd, that Giuliano would not be there, For which coni(ideration, the 
conſpirators metagaine,and concluded,thart it food them vpon to bring the marter 
roexecution, bigauſe irwas impoſsible (being knowne to ſo many) but it would be 
reuealed, whereforethey determined to kill him inthe Cathedrall Church of $, Re- 
parata, where the Cardinall bei Pans bretheren(according totheir cuſtome) 
would not faile tobe. They ordered, that Gionanbatti/ia ſhould take in hand to kill 
Lorenzo, and Frapceſco de Paz24, with Barnardo Bandini,(hould ſley Giuliano, Giowan- 
battiffa,refuſed ro performe his charge, cither bicauſe the cunteous viage of Lorenzo 
had mollified hismind, or elſe for ſome other occaſion which moued him, (aid, he 
durſtnot commitſogreata (inne inthe Church,asto executetreaſon with facrilege. 
Whichconceit qf Giowanbattifta, was the firſt ruine of their enterpriſe; forthetime 
drawitig on, they were forced to commit that charge to Antonio of Y olterra, and 
Steffanorhe Prief{: rwo men, both for experiece and nature, farre vnfit fortharpur- 
/bicanſe thefe is no ation which requireth morereſolution and conſtancie of 
mind,then this. And it behoueth him that ſhould rake ſuch a marter in hand, robe a 
man accuſtomedto be preſent at thedeath of others. For it hath oft bene (eene, thar 
ſome men, vſed tþarmes and bloud, haue notwithſtanding in like caſes, [er fall their 
courage. This determination ſet downe, they agreed thatthe time ofthe execution 
ſhonld be at the facring time of Maſſe,and inthe ſame inſtant, the Archbiſhop Salri- 
ati, with Giacopo, ould take poſleſsion of the publique Pallace, tothe end that the 
Senators either by conſent or force (ſo ſoone as the yong men were ſlaine) ſhould 
rarors. This courſe being agreed of, they went tothe Temple, 
the Cardinall, and Lorenzo de Medici, The Church was ful of 
ice begun, but Giz/iamo not come. Wherfore Franceſco de Paz 2s, 
o had the charge ofhis death) went vnto his houſe, and thereby 


ng,perſwaded himtocometothe Church, Andrruly it — 
worthy 
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worthy memorie, to know how ſo great hatred would be ſo couertly kept ſecret 
inthe minds of Franceſco & Barnardo,For both by the way going tothe Church,and 
inthechurch, they enterteined Gu/rano with pleaſant ſpeech and youthful daliance, 
Alſo Franceſco vnder cblour of tamilier and friendly curtelie, tooke Gruizano in his 
armes,to feele whether he had on anic armour or garment of defence. Giuliang and 
Lorenzo knew well inough they werenot beloned ofthe Pazz4 , andthatthey deli- 
red to remouethem from their authoritie intheſtate: yer feared they nottheir own 
liues, ſuppoſing that whenſoeuer the Pazzi wouldattempr anie enterpriſe againſt 
them, they would do itcinilly and not by violence. Therefore not miſtruſting anie 
ſuch meaſure ,they likewiſe feined themlelues to betheir friends, The murtherers 
thus prepared , thoſethat were appointed for ſlaughter of Lorenzo, thruſt in among 
the multitude: wherethey might ſtand without ſuſpition. The others, togithers 
with Giuliano, being cometothe Church, at thetime appointed , Barnardo Bandins 
with a ſhort dagger made for the purpoſe, ſtabbed Grulramotothe heart, who moo- 
uing a ſtep or two, fell tothe grouthd: and vpon him went Franceſco de Pazziwoun- 
ding his bodic in many places lo turioully,that he ſtrakehimſelfealſoagreatwound 
in one of his owne legs. Anronioand Steffano aſſaulted Lorenzo, at whomthey ſtrake 
diuerſetimes, but hurt him onelyalitleinthethroate. For either their negligence, 
hisreliſtance, orthe helpe of thoſe that ſtood by, ſaued him from Ira 
thatthe conſpirators fled, and hid themſelues. But being afterwards founde, they 
were ſhamefully put rodeath, and their bodies drawne throughall the ſtreetes of 
the Citie. Lorenzo ioyning with thole friends he had about him,retired himſelfe in- 
tothe veſterie ofthe Temple,and there ſhut vp thedoores. Barnardo Bandini ſcein 
Giuliano dead, (lew alſo Franceſco Noriagreatfriend tothe Meazci, either becauſe hee 
hated him before,or becauſe Franceſco had gone about toſaueGealiano, Allonot con- 
tent with theſe two murthers, he went towards Lorenzo, hoping by his courage and 
nickneſſe toſuppliethar , which others for their {loth and cowardice had left vn- 
; 9 But Lorenzo being inthe veſtry,he could not performe his intent. In the midſt 
of this great and terrible accident (which was ſuch as made all men to feare,that the 
Chchworld hauefallendowne)the Cardinall retired tothe altar, where he was 
with great difhcultie by the Prieſts ſaued,rill ſuchtime (astherumult cealſed)the Se- 
nate could conuey him to his Pallace, andtheretill hisdeliueric, with grear feare he 
remained. At that timethere were in Florence,certaine Citizens of Perugia,who by 
the faQtions, (enemiesto their houſes,) had bene baniſhed. Theſe Perugini being 
promiſed by the Pazzito bereſtored totheir country , werealſo of this conſpiracie. 
Whereupon the Archbiſhop Salu1ati, (who was gone toſurpriſe the Pallace accom- 
panicd with Giacopo, the rwoother Sa/ut1tr,and other his friends and followers)be- 
ing comethithefx, left certaine of them below, charging them, that ſo ſoone as they 
ſhould hearcanienoyſe, to take poſleſsion of the gate, and he with thegreater. pact 
of the Perugini went vp, where he found the Senateat dinner,and was preſently letin 
by Ceſare Petrucci Gonfaloniere di Giuiitia. The Archbiſhop thus entred with a fee, 
leauingthereſt without, they oftheir owne accord went intothe Chancery, where 
they ſhut themſelues in, For the locke of that doore was by ſuch deuiſe made, as 
neither within, nor without, could be but with the key opened. The Archbiſhop 
in the meane ſpace being with the Gonfaloniere, pretending to ſpeake with him of 
matters by the Popes commandement, began to viter ſome high fearclully,and as 
though he were amazed. Inſo much as the alteration of his countenance & words, 
wrought ſo greatſuſpition in the Gonfaloniere, that ſodeinly hethruſt him our of the 
chamber : and ſeeing Gracopothere alſo, tooke him bythe haire ofthe head,and deli- 
uered him tothe hands of the Serieants. Thereſt ofthe Senators perceiving theſe 
wmmults, 
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tumults : with thoſe weapons which were next hand, aſſaulted the others which 
were come vp withthe Archbiſhop. Part of them being ſhut vp, thereſt weredi(- 
maid, all whomthey ſodcinly flew,or cauſed alive tobe caſt out ot the Pallace win- 
dow. Ofthis number, the Archbiſhop with the other two, S4/u:ati and Gracops de 
Poggiowerehanged. The other conſpirators which werelett below, had wonne 
the gate fromthe gyard , and gorten poſleſsion of all the lower roomes, ſo that the 
Citizens who reſorted vnto the Pallace vpon this rumor , could neither with their 
counſellnortheir tgrce aſsiſt the Senators. Inthe meane ſpace, Franceſco ce Paz x4, 
and Bernardo Bandini ſeeing Lorenzo eſcaped , andoneofthem in whom the chiefe 
hope of the enterpriſe depended,to be ſore hurt, were therewith diſmaied, Wher- 
upon &arnardohoping with that courageto eſcape, wherewith he had iniured the 
eMedicr, (eeing the ;emerpriſe failed , fled away and ſaued himſelfe. Franceſco being 
come home his houſe hurt, offered tomount on horſebacke (tor the order was, 
that centaine armed/men (1.onld be placed about the trowne, andthe people called 
tolibertie and armes) but he could not: Sodeep was the wound, and ſo much bloud 
had heloſt. Wherefore he-pur off all his cloathes , and laide himſeifenaked in bed ; 
deſiring Giacopothat he would performe that which himſelfe could not: albeit Ciaco- 
powereold,and vnpraQtiſed in ſuch tumults, yer to makethelaſt proofe of fortune, 
mounted on horſehacke, followed with a hundreth horſemen or thereabouts (who 
werelaid readie for the like enterpriſe) and withthoſe he went tothe Marker place 
of the Pallace,calling the peopleto aide him,andrecouer their libertie, But the peo- 

lebythe fortune and liberallitic of the Medici madedeaffe, gaueno careto helpe 
r.bey the Floremines had ſo much forgottentheir libertie,as he receined noaun- 
ſwere at all. Onelythe Senators (who commaunded the higheſt place inthe Pallace) 
ſaluted them withthrowing downe of ſtones, and with threatenings by all wayes 
they could deniſe, terrified them. Giacopoſtanding thendoubrtull what ro doo, was 
met by Giouanr Sariftori his brother inlawe , who firſt reprooued himand thereſt, 
for the troubles they had begun, and then perſwaded himto returneto his houſe, 
ſaying that the welfare of the people, andthe libertie,touched vther Citizens afwel 
ashim. Thus Giarope voyd of all hope,ſeeing the Senators his enemies, Lorems aliue, 
Franceſco hurt,and himſelfe not followed of anie,determined ro flee and ſaue his life, 


ifpoſsibly he could. For which purpoſe, with that companie which was with him 


inthe Market place, he went out of Florence towards Rowaagna. In the meanetimeall 
the Citie were inarmes, and Lorenzo di Medici accompanied with many armed men, 
returned home to his houſe. The Pallace was recouered by the people, and all the 
conſpiratorstaken and flaine. Alſo throughout the Citie, the name of Medi was 
po__ ,andthe members of the dead men, either carried vpponthe pointes of 
wordes and launces,or drawne throughthe ſtreets : moreouer euerie man, both by 
wordes and deedes,irefully and cruelly perſecuted the Pazzi, T heir houſes wereby 
the people taken,and Franceſco (naked as he laie in bed) drawne out and brought to 
the Pallace, where he was hanged faſt by the Archbiſhop and others his compani- 
ons. Bur he wouldnot in any wiſe, forany iniurie done vmo him by the way, or'af- 
rer, ſpeak any word atall : but looked every manearneſtly inthe face, and ſo withorir 
other lamentationtookelcane of life. Guglielmo di Pazzi,brother inlaweto Lorents) 
by his owne innocencie and the help of his wife B:axca, ſaued himſelfe in his houſe. 
Thereyas no Citizen either armed or difarmed, but in thatneceſsitic went vnto Ls- 
rem19, offering him their ſernice and ſubſtance. Sogreat was the forruneand fauonr, 
which that hoſe; by his wiſedom and liberallitic had gained. Rmato de Pazzi, whe 
this thaunce happened, retiredto his houſe mthe countrey : where vnderſtanding 
therof,he diſguiſed himſelfe and fled. Notwithſtanding ,being knownebythe way, 


he 
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hee was takenand bronghu to Florente, Giaropo in palving the Alpes was alſo taken. 
rorthoſe mounraine people hearing what had happened in F/orence,and ſecing him 
fleeing, ſtaied him,and brought him back to Florence, Neither could heintreatthem 
to kill him by the veay, although he earneſtly delired them ſo todo. Giacopoand Ki- 
Hatowerebronghttortheirdeath, fouredaies atterthisacadenthappened: & among 
{0 many murthers and executions done all thoſe toure daies, by meanes whereof the 
ſtreets were filled with dead men; yet was thererio-compalsiontaken of any , but 
onely of this #:zato; becanſe he v/as accounted a wile man , honeſt, and tree from 
thar pride, v-heceot thereſt of that houſe were noted. Andtothe end that this aCti- 
on might procecd toran-extraord:rarte example , Graropo 92. ee among his 
aunceltors, was(asa manexcommunicate) taken vp, and by the haulter wherewith 
he was hanged, drawne naked thronghoutthe Citie: and thoſe thardrew him, nor 
voucchlaning him agraue,thre\y his bodice intotheriner of Arno. Arare example of 
fortune,to ſec a man of ſogreat riches, and happie ſtare, tofallimtoſo great intelici- 
te,and beryined with ſomuch crueltie, Some have reported him , to be delighted 
in vices,andthat hetooke great plealurein gaiming and (wearing, as one that was 
carcleſleand deſperate. Theſe vices he conered with liberallitie and almes : for he 
targely releened many poore men,and gaue mony to places of denotion. T his good 
alſo may be ſaid of him,that the night before the Sunday appointed forthe murther 
(tothe endno friend ould be partaker of his misfortune) hee paideall hisdebrs, 
and delivered a!l the merchandiſc he had of thee menstothe propper owners, with 
marucilouscareand diligence. Gio#:zzb:ttiitade Monteſeceo, after many examinati- 
ons,was beheaded. Nappolionethe Frenchman, ſcaped away,and by that meanes/ſa- 


ued himſelfe. Guglielmo de Pazzi , was baniſhed, and his brotherinlawes leftaliue, / 


wereput in priſon inthebotto the Caſtle at Polterra, The rumults thus paciti- 
ed,and the conſpirators puni e tunerall of Giu/zano was celebrated wirhmuch 
lamentationofa!! Citizens : becauſe there was in himſo greatliberallitieand curte- 
i1e,as might be will ed inany man borneto like formne. Of Gialianothere remained 
one lonne, who w2s borne a fewe moneths after his death, and was called G:u{:o: 

who became of that vertueand fortune, whichatthis preſentaltthe world know- 
eth,and [ will (when occaſion (hall be offered if God graunt melite)ſpeake of him 
at large. Thoſe ſou{diers which were conducted by Lorenzo da Ca#tellainthe vale of 
Teme/e, and thoſe whichſerued vnder Giowuanfranceſco daT olentino in Romagna , were 
joynedtogither toaidethe Pazzi : and were comming towards Florence. But hea- 
ring the enterpriſe was miſcarried, they returned backe. And the alteration of the 
ſtate not being bronght topaſle(as the Popeand King deſired) they derermined to 


dothat by open warre, which by ſecret conſpiracie they could not..Then both the The Pope 


oneand the other of them, with all poſsible ſpeede, aſſembled their forces roaſſault 


theſtate of Florexce : publiſhing that they required nothing of that Citie , bur that it a:anfi:1.« 
won!d remone ZorenzadeeMetici, whom among allthe Florentines,they accounted Fiorenns 


their onelyenemic. TheKing his ſouldiers, werealreadie paſſed Tronto, and the 
Popes forces, arrived inthe countrey of Perugza. The Popealſointending ro make 
the Florentmesrotaſte of ſpirituall affliction, did excommunicate and curſe them. 
The Florentines feemyg fo great forces comming againſt them , with great care pre- 
pared for defence. And Toremude Medici (becauſe the warre was ſaid to be made 
onely againſt him) defiredbeforeall otherthings,toaſſembleinthe Pallace with the 
Senateal! the principa!l Citttzens, tothe number of threehundreth ormore : vnto 


whom heſpakeas followerh.: I knownor (right noble Lords and'magnificent Citti- The perch of 
zens) whether I ought lament or reioyce with you; for theſemarrers lately happe- |? 
ned.For when I conſider with what fraud and deſpight I was affaulted,and my bro- Floremires, 


ther 
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ther ſlaine; I cannot but bee ſorrie, and with all my heart and ſoulelament. Yet 
when | remember with what readineſſe, what loue and vniuerſall conſent of all this 
Citic,my brothers death was reuengedand Idetended, I muſt of force be glad, and 
greatly eſteeme my{\(elfe. For as experience hath now taught meto know, that I haue 
more enemies in theCittiethen Ithought , ſo hath it enformed mee , that I had alſo 
more earneſt and affectionate friends then I looked for. Iamthea to condole with 
you for the iniurie,of others, and reioyce with you, for your owne merits : yet muſt 
my ſorrovy be therhore,, becauſethe iniuries wererare, neuer ſcene, and not of vs 
deſeraed. Confider (right noble Citizens) tro what point frowarde fortune had 
brought our houſe,thar among our triends,our kinsfolks,and inthe Church,it was 
notatfured.Such as ſtand in feare of their lives, were wont to reſort ro their friends 
for aide,and Reetotheir kinsfolk for ſuccour : both whom we found readic armed 
to ourdeſtruction, Such as either miſtruſted private or - 402, ws perſecution, haue 
found refuge in Churches : butthe ſame hauing ſaucd others, hath bin madea place 
for our murder. For where murderers &theeues haue found retuge,t hexediihene 
met with miniſters of their death. Burt God {who hitherto did neuer abandon our 
houſe) hath ſaued vs,and raken vpon himthedetence of our iuſt cauſe, For what in- 
uric hane wedone, that might of any man merit ſo great delire of renenge ? Truly 
weneuer offended priuately any of theſe, who haue prooned themſclues ſo much 
our enemies. For if we had offended them,they ſh ould not hane had ſo great meane 
to offend vs. Or if they attributero vs the publique iniuries (whereof Iam not pri- 
uie) they offend rather you then vs; rather this Pallace,and maicſtic of gouernment 
then our houſe: ſeeming that for our cauſe you do vndeſcruedly inivrethem,and the 
reſt of your Citizens, which is farrefromalltroth, For we, though we could, and 
youl(though we would) did never conſemthey ſhould be done. Wholocuer doth 
looke well into the truth, ſhall tinde, that our h h bene by you, with ſo vni- 
uerſall conſent, aduaunced for nothing more, then for that it hath ſtudied ro excel] 
others incurtelie,liberallitic,and well dooing. If then we haue honoured ſtraun- 
gers, how haue weiniured our kinsfolke ? It this motion proceeded of delirerogo- 
uerne(as it ſeemethrodo, by taking the Pallace and leading armed mentothe Mar- 
ker place)thereby appeareth, how euill, ambitious, and reprooneable it is, If it be 
done, fer the mallice and enuiethey beare to our authoritie, therein they offend 
you, not vsrowhom you havegiven it, Forſurelythoſe authorities deferue hate, 
which men vſurpe ,not thoſe which with curtelie, liberallitie, and magniticence be 
ained. You know alſothat our houſeneuer aſcended to any degree Cn 
Bur by order of this Pallace,and your vniuerſall graunt, Ca/ame my graundfather,re- 
turned not from exileby force ofarmes or violence, but by your allowanceand con- 
ſent. My father being aged and ſicke, could not defend his authoritie againſt ſo ma- 
-ny enemies, but you with your authoritiedid it. I my ſelfeafter my fathers death(be- 
ing as it were achilde) have not mainteined the eſtimation of my houſe, but by your 
counſels and fanour. Neither could our houſe have gouerned this common-weale, 
had you not ioyned, and doo ioyne inthe gouernment thereof, I cannot therefore 
imagine, whar cauſe of mallice they hane againſt vs, or what iuſt occaſionto enuie 
vs. For ſiththeir owne aunceſtors withtheir pride and couetiſe, haueloſt thoſe ho- 
nours, why ſhould they enuie vs, if by contrariedeſert we haue gained them ? Bur 
admit the iniuries done them by vs begreat, and that they iuſtly deſired our ruine, 
yet why ſhould they offend this Pallace ? Why make they league withthe Pope 
and King againſt the libertie of this ſtate? Or why do they difturberhelong peace of 
ttaly ? Hereof they hane no excuſeat all, for they oughtro offend thoſe, who offen- 
ded them; and not mixepriuatediſpleaſures , with publique iniuries : which is 1 
reaſon 
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reaſon that they being extirped, our miſerie is the more. For by their meanes the 
Pope and King are comming rowardes vs in armes : and that warre (they ſay) robe 
made onely againſt meand my houſe. Which would Ggd were true, becauſethen 
the remedie is readie and certain. For I am not ſo bad a Citizen,asto preterre my pri- 
nate weltare, betore your publique weldooing : but would willingly quench your 
fire, with my own deſtruction. Y et lith the iniuries which mu mendo,bealwaics 


couered with ſome pretenceleſſediihoneſt,they hauecholenthis quarell;rocloake 
their ſhametull enterpriſe. Bur it it ſo be, that you beleeuethe contrarie, lamin your 
hands to be holden, or letloole,as your ſelues ſhall thinkebeſt. You are my fathers, 
you are my detenders, whatioeuer you commaund, I obey and will performe, Nei- 
ther will I cuer retule(1t it (hall pleale you) toend this warre with my bloud, which 
by the bloud of my brother hath bene begun. While Zorenzothus ſpake, the Cirti- 
zens could not retraine weeping : and with ſnch compalsion as they heard him, he 
was by one of them, anſwered, laying ; T he Cittiedidacknowledgero haverecei- 
ued{o much good of himand his, as hee might aſſure himſelferhey would be no 
lefle readieto preſerue his reputation and authoritie, then they had bene willin 
toreuenge his brothers death,and ſauehis lite. And before he (hould loſeertherthe 
one orthe other, they would hazard thelofle of theircountrey. Androthe end their 
deeds might beaniwerabletorhoſe words, they appointed acertain number of men 
to guard his perſon from domeſticalltreaſons : and after twoke order for the warre, 
leuying both men and money by all meanes conuenient. Then by vertue of the 
league , they ſent foraidetothe Duke oi Milanand the Yenetians. And (ith the Pope 
had ſhewed himlelte a wolte and no ſhepheard, fearing tobe deuoured,by all po(- 
lible meanesthey iuſtifiedtheir caule, letting all /taly know thetreaſon practiſed a- 
ainſttheir ſtate: declaring the wickedneſle ofthe Pope,and his iniuftice; whobe- 
ing by indirect meanes aſpiredtothe Papacie, would alſo with mallice exercife the 
ſame. For he had not onely hrſt ſent a Prelate of his ro accompanietrayrors, and cur- 
throates to commit murther inthe Temple, cuen inthetime of dinine ſernice, and 
atthe inſtantof celebration of the Sacrament, (and ſoby the death of the Citizensto 
chaungethe gouernment , and ſackethe Cittieat his pleaſure) bur had alſo excom- 
municatedthem, and with his papall curſes threatned and offended them. Not- 
withſtanding if God were iuſt, and that the iniuries of men wereto him offenſive, it 
could not be, but that theaCtions of this Pope wereto him diſplealing, and would 
becontent that men iniured(not having any other refuge) might relort vnto him. 
Whereforethe Florentines did not onely refuſeto obey this excommunication, bur 


alſo the ſame notwithſtanding, inforce their Prieſts tocelebrate divineſeruice. They tines carelefſe 


alſoaſſembled a Conncell in Florence , wherunto all the Prelates of Toſcanarepaired, 
and appealed fromthe Pope tothe next Councell. On the other ſide,the Popewan- 
rednot reaſons to iuſtifie his cauſe: and thereforealleaged it was the oftice of achief 
Biſhop,to remone tyrants, oppreſſe the wicked, and aduauncethe good, All which 
things,it bchoued himby all waiesto procure, For it was notthe officeof ſeculer 
Princes toimpriſon Cardinals, hang vp Biſhops,to kill,cut in peeces, anddrawethe 
Prieſts through the ſtreets, murthering both guiltie and vnguiltie people, without 
reſpet. Notwithſtanding all theſe quarrels and accuſations, the Cardinall (whom 
the Florentines kept priſoner) was releaſed , and ſent hometothe Pope : which was 


the cauſe that the Pope withour reſpe&, with all his andthe Kings forces, aſſailed The ts ag 
them. And thoſe twoarmies condutted by Alfon/o,eldeft ſonne of Ferrando Duke of Nine. nant 
Calanria, and by FeerigoFarle of Y rbino) entred Chianti, i wget the Saneſ/(who tines, 


fauoured the enemie) and furprized Raddawirh diverſe other Caſtles, and ſpoyled 
the countrey : which done,they encamped atCa#ellina.The EY theſe 
| alaults, 
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aCaults, were much afraid, being without men,and (lowly aided by friends, Foral- 
beir the Duke had ſeat aſupplic , yet the Yenetians denied they were bound to helpe 
them in private caijles, And the warre being againſt priuate menthey werenot to 
tide them , becauſe private quarrels arenot publiquelytu bedetended, Wherefore 
* the Florentinesthojght good by Embaſladors to pertwadethe Yenetians to a better 
opinion : and ſent T owa/o Soverin: vnto the Senate. lnthe meaneſpaceſouldiers were 
entertcined, and Hercole Marqueſle of Farrara appointed Generall. Whilethis pre- 
paration was in making,the enemy diſtrelled Cazel/ma,and rhe o_ there dilpai- 
ring of reſcue, aftet {ortiedaies detence,yeelded, Fromthencethe cnemic marched 
towards Areaz0,aq6 laid fiege to Monte S. Souno. By thistimethe Floreatinearmie 
was readie, and being come withinthreemiles, the enemicſcemed therewith per- 
plexed. For FederkgodeYrbinodelired truce for atewedaies : which was graunted 
with ſo great diſadþaumagetothe Florentines , that they who debired it , did much 
meruaile. For ifthqt requeſthad not bene obteined, they had bene torced to depart 
with ſhame, Buy hauing thoſedaies torepairethem, inthe endeot thetruce,they 
tooke that CI \# faces of our men. Y ct the winterat hand,the enemy to 
lodge himſelte with more commoditie,retired intothe countrey of Szepa, T he Fle- 
rentines likewiſe beſtowed themſclues, where with moſt commoditic they could. 
And the Marqueſlgof Farrarahauing litle profited himſelte,and done lefſegoodto 
others, returnedts his owne. Intholedajes Genonarebelled from the Duke vppon 
theſe conſiderations. After thedeath Galeazzo(hauing left his ſonne yoong and vntir 
to gouerne) their grew diſcention betwixt Lodouico, Octaniano, and Aſcanio his vn- 
cles, andthe Ladic Zona his mother: for eucric of them, deſired thetuitionof the li- 
tleDuke. In which contentions the Ladie Zona Ducheſle (by counſell of Tomaſo 
Soderini Exnbaſlador there for the Florent ines, and Cecco Simonetti(who had bene Se- 
cretaric toGa/eazz4) gat the vpper hand. Whereuponthe Sforzs fled from Milan. 
Ottauiano flying,was drowned inthe Riuer Adda: and the others, togither with Ro- 
bertoof $Sanſenerino\, were to ſundrie places confined ; for Roberto in thoſe troubles 
had abandoned the Duches, and ioyned with them. After happencd ſome tumults 
inToſcana, by which new accidents,thoſe Princes hoping of new fortune, cueric of 
them attempted ſomewhat, whereby to returneto his country. The King Ferrando, 
who ſaw that the #lorentines were intheir necelsitie,ſuccoured onely by the ſtate of 
Milan, totakealſofromthem that aide , found meancs that the Pucheſſe ſhould fo 
beſeraworke in her country,as of her, they could notbeaided. And by Proſpero A- 
dorne, and the Lord Roberto (who were rebelled) found meanes to make Genoyare- 
nolt fromthe Duke. Neuertheleſſethe ſmall Caftle ſtood firme; whenintothe Du- 
chelle ſent great fofces torecouerthe Citie : but they were onerthrowne. Then ſhe 
ſeeing the daungerof her onneand herſelfe, bythe continuance of that warre, 7 s- 
ſeana diſordered, ahd the Florentines (in whom ſhe onely hoped)afflicted, derermi- | 
nedthar fith ſhe could not hold Genowaas ſubieft , ſhewould recouer itasa friend, 
And agreed with Fatti/tmo Fregoſo (enemieto Proſpero Adorno,) to giue himthe lit- 
tleCaſtle,and make him Prince of Geneua, vpon condition, that hewould drive our 
Proſpers, and disfayour the Sforzs, According tothis agreement, Batti#inowiththe 
helpe of the Caſtle;and his faction, ſurprized Genoa, and according to the cuſtome 
made himſelfe Dogy.The Sforz+ then, andthe Lord Roberto, being driven out of Ge- 
nu, went with their followersto Zunigiana, Thereupon the Pope and King ſeeing 
thetroubles of Zoyphardypacitied , rooke occaſion by thoſe that were driuen from 
Genona, todiſturberhat part of Toſcana which is towards Pi/a.To the ende that the 
Florentives diniding their forces ſhould become weake : and tooke order that the 
winter novy paſt , Roberto ſhould goe with his forces from Zunigianato aſſault the 

countrey 
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countrey of Piſa, This Robertothen moued exceeding great rumult,ſurprizing and 

ſacking many caſtles inthat country, & ſpoiling hard to the wals of Piſa, Atthattime 

arriued in Florence Embaſladors trom the wh, French King,andthe King of 
h 


Hungary : ſent by thoſe Princes tothe Pope, They perlwaded the Florentines alloto 
ſend vnto him , promiſing ro make ſomeend of the war, and jroouns agood peace, 
The Florentines refuſed notto makethistrial, andthe rather thattherby they tnould 
letthe world know ,they were deſirous of peace. Thele Emballadors diſpatched,re- 
turned again withoutgny avs 5mm Wherup6 the FlorZtmes,to honor themlelues 
by the reputation ofthe French King (being by the talans partly offended, & partly 
abandoned)ſent vnto him Donato Acctainoli, a man well learned inthe Greek & Latin 
toongs,& one whoſeanceſtors had alwaies born oftice inthecitie: but being on his 


way,ar Milan hedied. Thenthe ſtatetoreward his heires, and honor the memory of The Horen- 


him being dead , with publike expence honorably buried his budie, aduancing his tn 
ſons,and giuing portions of mony to his daughters marriages. ii tus place,they ſent 
Embaſſador totheKing,Guidantomo Yeſpucer,aman alſo learned inthe Emperial and 
Papalllawes. The aſlaulr of Roberto vpon the country of Piſa,troubled muchthe Flo- 
rentines, for being alreadie occupied ina great wartowards Sena, they ſaw not how 
ro make prouilio for Piſa.But to hold the Luccheſi faithfull,and that they ſhould nor 
elements enemiewith mony or victual, ſent Embaſſador vnto them Piero Capponi: 
who was(by reaſon of the auncient hate which that citie beareth tothe Florentixes) 
receiued with ſo great ſuſpition, as hee feared many times to haue bene populerly 
{laine. Infomuch asthis iourney did rather breede occalion of new diſpleatire, then 
new friendſhip. The Florentinesthenreuoked the A of Farrara,entertcined 
the Marqueſſe of Mantoxna,and with great ſute,required ofthe Yeretians to haucthe 
Earle Car/o,ſonne of Braccio, and Deifebo,lonne of the Earle Giacopo, Which requeſt, 
after many cauillations, was by the Yerctians graunted, For they hauing madetruce 
withthe Turke,had nocolourtodeny them, and wereaihamedto break their pro- 
miſe madetothe League. The Earles Carlo & Deifcbo,came with a good number of 
men at armes, & ioyning tothemall other the men ofarmes they could ſpare,frothe 
army which ſerued vnder the Marques of Farrara,againſt the Duke of Calauria, went 
towards Pi/ato encounter Roberto:who with his men was nearetothe riner of Ser- 
chio. And albeit he made ſhew totarry for our me, yetdid henot, butretired into Lu- 
nigiana,tothoſe lodgings from whence he came,when heentred into the country of 
Piſa. After hisdeparture,allthoſetowns were recouered bythe Earle Carlo, which 
the enimies had beforetaken inthe country of P:/a. The Florentines delinered of the 
enemy towards Piſa,cauſed all their forcestobebrought berwixt Colle & S.Gimiano, 
But by reaſon ofthe Earle Carlo his coming, there were inthat camp both the folow- 
ers,Sforza & Braccio: which was the occali6that(moued with vid enuy)they beg 
to mutiny : & was feared,thar if they had bin long togither they weu!ld haue come 
to blows. [t was therforethought fit for eſchuing a worſe miſchief, todiuidethe ſol- 
diers,& ſend onepart ofthE intothe country of Perugia, vnder the Earle Carlo: the 0+ 
ther to ſtay at Piggtbonzi,thereroenrenchthemſclues ſtrong, & procurethattheeni- 
my ſhnld not enterthe Florentines land. By this atiothey allo hoped tocoftrainthe 
enimiesto diuidetheir forces: forthey thought ceitherthatthe Earle Carlo ſhuld ſur- 
prize Pervgia,wherethey ſuppoſed he had many partakers,or that the Pope ſhuld be 
inforced toſend great forces todefEdir. They praftiſed moreouer(to bring the pope 
in moreneceſsity)that Nicolo/ itell;(being come fr6 the city of Caſtello, where Lore- 
zohis enimy was chief) ſhuld with his me approch the town, remoue his aduerſary, 
&rakeit fr6 the pope. Atthe beginning it ſeemed as thogh fortune wold have fano- 
red the Flor?tine attempts: bicauſeEarle Carloproceded wel inthe coinry of Perugia, 
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Wicho!oVitellialo,although he entred intoCa#tello, yet heand his were irongeſtin 
the tield,and without any reliſtance, ſpoiled aboutthe Citicat his plealure, Likewile 
the forces lett at Poggibonz4, went euery day tothe walles of Stena, Notwithſtanding 
all thele hopes became vaine. Firſtdicd the karle Car/ointhe chiefe hope of his vic- 
toric : wholedeath had bettered the eſtate of the Florentines , it the victorie which 
grew thereot, had bene well vicd. For fo ſooneas the Larles death was knowne,ſ0- 
deinlythe Popes ſouldiers (who were altogither at Perug/a) hoped to ouerthrow the 
Florentines : and comming forth intothe held, lodged themicliies vponthe lage, di- 
ſtant threemiles fromthe enemie. Onthe other lide, Gracopo Gricecuyr dim (who was 
Commiſſary oftthat camp) with the counſel of Kdberto 44 Krmmo(Chictiainafterthe 
death of the Earle Carlo)knowing the occalion of the enemies pride, determinedto 
ſtaic for them. Soas, ovning battle vpponthat lage(where in o|d time 447ballgaue 
that memorable overthrow tothe Romanes) the Popes forces were broken, Which 
victory was in Flopence receined with commendation ot the capraities, & comfort of 
all others. And theſame had proued the honor & prohit of the enterpriſe, if thediſor- 
ders which grew thearmy at Poggibonzr had not vndoneall, And thus the good 
ſucceſle of the oneFamp was vtterly marred by the other. Forthe (on!dicrs of that ar- 
my hauing gottE abootie inthe coumry of $7exa,in thedinili6therot,the Marques 
of Farrara & Mantpuatell in debate. Infomuch asthey cameroarmes,cither iniuring 
the other by all meanes they could, Whereby the Florentines tinding they could no 
more imploy then togither, were Pon that the Marques of Farrara with his men 
(ould bediſcharged, That army thus weakned & lett without a gouernor, procee- 
ding in euery thing diſorderly: the Duke of Calawria(who was with his campnearto 
S$tena)tooke courageto approach, & ſodid.T he Florertins lecing thelelues likelyto 
be allailed,neither truſted totheir force, nor their number, which was greater then 
the enemies,nor if their place wherethey were, being of great force : ba without 
reſpet,cue at ſight oftheenemy, & thedult, fled;leauing themunitis,the cariages 
& arrillary.Sobeaſtly & cowardly werethoſe camps, whe the charge or retireof one 
horſe,might maketheloſlſe,or winning of an enterpriſe. This diſc6h filled thekings 
ſonldiers with ſpaile, & the Florentmes with feare. For their citie was not onely afflt- 
cted with war, byt alſo with peſtilence: which was ſo great,that ailthe Cittizens to 
Hhundeath,weretetiredtotheir country houſes. T his overthrow was the moreter- 
rible, becauſe thaſe Cirtizens who had land inthe vales of P:;/a & Delſa, being come 
thither, (the ouerthrow performed) withail po(sible ſpeed returned to Florence,lea- 

ding withthem not only their children & goods, bur allo their labourers, For eucric | 
houre it was tearqd,the enemy would preſent himſelf beforethe citie. The officers 
for the war, ſecing this diſorder, commanded thoic m—_ = hich were victorious in 
thecountry of Pexugia,to furcealetheir emterpriieagainſtthe Perugzm,& comertothe 
vale of Delizgo «1 theenemy there: who atterthe ritary did withoutreſi- 
ſtance ſpoilethe cpuntry. And albeit they had ſo greatly diſtreſſed thecitic of Perugia, 
as they might eugric houre looke for viQorie, yet the Florentrnesrelolued rather to 
defend their own,th@ rake from others. Thus that army remoued tromtheplace of 
happy fucceſſe, was broughtto S.Caſsiano,a Caſtle diſtant fr6 Florence 8. miles:thin- 
kingthey could not ſtaic in any other place, till ſuch time as the broken Camp were 
ſupplied. The ies onthe other ſide at Perugia being free by the departure of the 
Flerentine oaldiers, become audacious,did daily take great booties in the countries 
of Arezzo & Cortpna :andthe others who had vittory vnder Alfonſo Duke of Calan- 
rivat Porgibonzr, gorthe poſſeſsi6 firſt of Poggibonzi, & then of 7 ico, & ſacked Certal- 


do.Haning wontheſe towns, & c6mirted thele ſpoils,they incamped beforethe caſtle 
of Colle, which in thofe daies was accounted a place of great ſtrength,and — 
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of that country being fairhfulltothe #lorentanes, were of forceſutticient to hold the 
enemic of, tillthe armie wasaflembled; The Florentine: then having gathercd all 
their forces at $.Caſ51a»0,and the enemies furiouſly beliegi Della; Storminad to 
draw neare vnto them, to encuuragetheir friendestodefend themſelues:ſ1ppoſin 
alſothat theenimy wold offend with morereſp hauing his aduerſary at hid. 
T his reſolution ſet downe,they remoued the Campe from &.Caſciane, and brought # 
it to $. Grmini.oro, within fine myles/of Colle): from whence with light horſes and ' 
other ſuddeine meanes , they daily moleſted the Dukes Camp. Notwihſtanding, 
this ſupplie ſufticed notthole of Colle: for wanting neceſlarie prouiſion, on = þ 
thirteenth day of Nouember they yeelded, tothe great griefeof the Florentines, and Fi 
the ioy of the enemies : and chietly of the Saneſi, who beſides their hare tothe Flo- 
rentimes, beare alſo private grudgetothe Collegiani,) By this time the winter was 
great, and the ſcaſon vnfit for warre, ſothatthe Popeand King (either becauſethey 
would giue hope of peace, or that my delired toenioy the paſſed victorie quiet- | 
ly) offered tothe Florentinestrucetor three moneths, and gauethemtendayes re- = 
ſpite ro make anſwere: which was preſently accepted. But as a wounde when the | 
bloud therein groweth colde,grieueth the fodie more, then when it was receined, 
fo this (mall tel cauſed the Florentines to knowe the trauailes they had endured : 
and the Citizens without reſpect accuſed onean other, of the errors commined 
in the laſt warre, for the charges in vaine ſpent, and the Impoſitions vniuſtly 
it vppon them. Which matters were not only _ of qnengenoy 
ut the ſame was alſo boldly propounded in the Couneels. one of them 
tooke courage, turning his face towards Lorenzo de Medici, ayd vmo him. This 
Citie is wearied, and to hauclonger warre. It behoueththereforethatwe 
deaiſe which way tomake peace. Then Lorenzo knowing the neceſsitic , .conſul- 
t-d with thofe friends whom he knew moſt faithtull and wiſe, and concluded (firſt 
perceming the / enetians coldneſle and inconſtancie, the Dukes infancy andrrouble 
of ciniil warres) that it was neceſlaric with new friends to ſeeke new fortune. Yer 
ſtood they doubrfull whether they were beſttruſt vntothe Pope, orthe King. The 
matter being well examined, they preferred the Kings friendihip as moſt ſtableand 
ſure. Becauic the ſhonrneſle of the Popes liues, the chaungeof their ſucceſsion, the 
ſmall fearewhich the Church hath of Pinces, and the fewe reſpetts which it vieth 
in reſolution , are the cauſes why a ſeculer Prince cannot atſuredly truſt vnto a 
| Pope, nor lately palle one fortune with him. For whoſoeuer is friend vmto the Pope 
inwarres and daungers, ſhall be by him accompanicd in the viQtorie, but in ad- 
uerſities left alone Ponſa the Popeis by ſpirituall power and reputation, ſuppor- 
red and defended. This reſolution made , that to gaine the Kings friendſhip was The Horen- 
beſt: they thoughtthe ſameby nomeane better a moreaſſurance, Kine Ferran- 
then by the preſence of Zorezzo. For the moreliberallitie were vſed to him, the dobs fanour. 
more / Gn thoughthe world _ former diſpleaſures. Loremo determined vp- 
pon this journey, reaccommended the Citie and ſtate vnto Tomaſo Soderins , then 
Gonfaloniere di Gin&itia , and in the beginning of December he departed from Fle- 
rence : and being arrined at Pi/a,wrote vntothe Sexatethe occaſion of hisd ; 
andthe Sexateto honor him, and that he might with morereputationconclude the 
peace with the King, made him Embaſſador forthe c of Florence , With full Loreneo de 
authoritie to yrnthy , asby hisdiſcrerion ſhould bethought good. Inthe meane Medien 
time Roberto da San Senerino, togither with Lodonico and A ſcanio (for theirthird the Roren- 
brother 0/Zaniano Sforza was dead ) aſſaulted againe the State of Milan, deſj. cines. 
rous to winnethe gouernment thereof, And hauing ſurprized Tortons, Aſilan allo 
with the whole conntrey was in armes. Then theDucheſſe Bona was counſelled to 


T2 | ſh 


Antonio Tafe 
hno. 


LoJdouiea 
Sioiny G 
vernur &t the 
Duke of Mi- 
lan, 


Lorenzo de 
M: dici,arr1- 
ucd at Napics 


20$ THE HISTORIE 


admitthe Sforz; into the Stare;and by that meane appeaſethe ciuill diſcention, The 
chief of thoſe Counſellors, was-4mtoz'o T o/ximovt Ferrara: who being bacely born, 
cametoAtlan, and was by the Dake Galezzzvp and the Ducheſle reccinedto ferue 
mthewchamber.He enher torvhedewric ot his pericn, or for ſome other ſecret ver- 


tae, afterthedeath of the Duke, afpired ro ſo great fauour with the Ducheſle , as 
almoſt alone hee gouerned the fre: which greatly oy Cecco,, being aman 
both for learning and long EIN Soas he both to the Ducheſſeand 
vthers, labouredto decrealethecredir of 7 afwne., Wherot T aſs:no being aware,tobe 
reuenged, & haueayd at handzodetend himfrom Cerce,pertwaded the Ducheſle ro 
receive homethe Jforz7 : which.thedid without making Cerco privie, But Cercoal 
ter knowing thereot , faide vnt6her;, Madame; you have made a reſolution which 
willtakemy life trom mer, andthe ſtate from-you : As ſhortly aftercameto paſſe. 
or Ceccowas by the /,odonico pitt death: and T afro , within a (hort ipace (being 
driven out of theDuchie) the Luchefle tooketherat ſo great offence,that (he went 
from Alan, and renouncedthegonernment uf herſpnne vnto Lodones, Thus Lo- 
lomo become onely gonernotnr of 1am, was (as (halt be declared) the occaſion 
of theruine of /taly, Lorenzo dec edict was now on his way towardes Napler, 
andthe peace berwixt the enemies in communication : when beyond all expeQa- 
deniulanis Freeaſo having practiſed with fume Serezaneſ/ , by ftealth entered 
with armed men/into Serezare, taking polleſsiop of that Towne, andimpriſo- 
ned thote that gouerned then forthe F/orentines, T his'accident greatly offended 
the princes of the F/orentme ſtate., whothought the matter was beougl to paſle 
by direction of the king Ferr.mlo, And complainedtotheDuke of Calanrialwho 
wasat the Campebefore Siena ) ſaying they wverenotwithſtanding thetruce,afſaul- 
ted with newe-warre. He both by Laters, Embaflages ,and cuerie other way, 
declared the fame was done without the content of his father. The Florentines 
nevienheleſle thonght themſelues in hard eſtate, waning money ; the chiefe of 
their Common-weale inthe ER : A new warre mooued by the Genoueff, 

and' without friendes. For inthe Yenetians -— gs not : and feared leaſte 
the gonernement of Ile was vnallured. - Their onely hope was vpponthar 
which Lorenzo & Mei was to conclude with the King. Lorenzo arriued at 
Naples byſea, was there borh'by the King and all that Cutie, honourablie and 
withgreat.expectation receined: Becauſe ſo great a warre being made onelyto op- 
e him, hisencemiesthereby did make him moxe great. For being come ro 
the Kings preſence , hee debated with him the eſtareot 1taly, the humors of prin- 
ces and people thereof, and whar might be hoped of the peace, and feared by 
the warre. Whichthe King hearing, grew into more admiration, tofinde in him 
ſo nobleaminde, ſoreadicawit, and fo great a indgement, then that he could 
endureſo long a watrre. Inſomuch as the King doubled the honours before done 
vnto him, and begamne todeuiſe rather how hee might winne him for a friend, 

then cominue him an enemie. Notwithſtanding for diverſe caſes hee enter- 
teined him from December till Marche, not onelie to make the more triall of 
him, but alſo of his Cittie. For Lorenzo wanted not enemies in Florence, who 
deſired that the King would haue holden him, and enterteined Gracopo Piccini- 
ao : and vnder colour of lamenting , they ſpeake their mindes. Alſo in publique 
Councelles, they oppoſed their opinions againſt Lorenzo. By rheſedeuiſes ; 

It was bruted, that if the King woulde keepe Lorem long at Naples, the go- 

nernment in Florence ſhould be chaunged . Whiche was the onely cauſe thar 

the King deferred his diſpatch ſo long, hoping there might ſome rumult ariſe in 


Florence. But ſecing that all hinges paſſed quierly, on the f1xt day of March, in 
the 
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the yeare 1479. he had leaue todepart, and before his departure was by the King (o 

bountifully preſented, & louingly vied, that betyixt Zorexzo &the King their grew 

a perperual amity,& preſeruation of both their ſtates. Thus Lorenzoreturned to Fle- 

rence With greater reputation & honorthen hewentthence, & was with ſo great joy 

of the citie receined,as his great vertues & new meritsdeſerued:hauing put his own 

lifein hazard torecouer peace to his country, For withintwodaies atter his arriuall, . P 

thetreaty berwixtthecommon weale of Florence & the King was proclaimed, wher- j..,uc be- q 

by they wereboth both bound todetend onethe others country: & that the rovnes tw-cne the | d 

taken fr6the Florentines inthe war,thuld be by the King reſtored, And thatthe Paz- 55 X0E Fil 

4 impriſoned in the town of / o{terra, ſhuld bedelivered. And that mony ſhould be I 

for a certainetime paide vnto the Duke of Calauria. T his peace being publiſhed, did 

much offend the Pope & the / enctians, becauſerthe Pope thought he was litle eſtee- 

med ofthe King, & the enet/ans as litle regarded of the Florentimes: who being their 
companions inthe war,thought themſelues il vſcd,not to be partakers ofthe peace, 

| This indignation vnderſtood and beleeued at Florence , did ſudeinly breed ſu{pition | 
in euerie man,that of the peace wold ariſe a greater war. Wheruponthe Magiſtrates 

of the ſtate, determined to reſtraine the gouernment, and that the affaires of moſt 

importance ſhould bereduced into the hands of aleſſlenumber : and ſoordeined a 

Councell of 70, Citizens,with authoritiethatthey might proceed inmatters of moſt 

importance, T his new ordinance ſtaied the minds of thoſe that deſired innouation, 


uo ,notonly in the people of Florence Ro (who miſtruſtfully colider of all 
t 
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months af2:2}ed it. But notwithſtanding his forces were great,and his reſolutionto redby the 
winthetowngreater,yet wasthe vertue ofthoſethatdefended the ſame, greateſt of 19% 
all. For M=humetto notwithſtanding his furious aflaults, was forced rodepart with 
ſhame.T hus the Turk being departed fr6 Road, part of his army coducted by Sacco- 
metto Baſciz,vven: towards elona, & by the way,cither forthat he ſaw the enterpriſe 
ealie,or becauſe the Turk had ſo commanded, paſſed by the coaſt of /taly, & ſodeinly 
ſet 45-55.men on land, who aſſaulted thecitieof 0ttranto, tooke it, ſacked it, & flew The Tarks 
alithe inhabitants therof: which done, by all the beſt means he could; fortified both landedin i 
thecirie,& the hanen. Theſent heforhorſmen, & withthem he forraged, & ſpoiled ©? 

' thecoinry round about. Theking ſeeing this aſſault, & knowing how great aprince 
had rakEtha! enterpriſe in had, ſent vntoal places to ſignify theſame, & deſired aid of 
the al,againftthec6monenimy. Alſo ſpeedily reuokedthe Duke of Calauriawith his 
forces fr6 Sicna. This aſſault,thogh itgriened theduke &thereſt of tah,yetdidthe 
(ame c6fort Florice & Sienr. One hoping therby torecouer liberty,th'other — 
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the rather to ſhunthoſe perils , which made them to fearetheloſle of their libeniie, 

Which opinion wasencreaſed by the vnwilling departure, and lamentation of the 

Duke;at his going trom S1ex4,accu {ing fortune, that ſhe by an vnlooked for and vn- 

reaſonable accident, had taken tro him the dominion ot T oſcana. T he (eltlame charice 

didalterthe Popes mind:tor where betore, he retiiſed ro giueaudience to all Floren- 

times, he was now become lo curteouns, as he retuied not to hearany that wold ſpeak 

vnto him of the vniuerſal peace. Whereuponthe Florentine; were aduertiled,that if 

they would delire pardon ot the Pope, they might obteine it. It was thenthought 

good, not to omit this occaſion : and 12. Emballadors werelentothe Pope, who 

being arrined at Kome , were by his holineſle betorethey had audience,enterteined 

withdiuers practiles, Inthe end it was berweenethe parties concluded,how either 

ofthem ſhould afterwards liue,& inwhat ſort either otthem both in peaccand war, 

wereto make contribution. Atter this concluſion, the Embaſladors were admitted 

topreſent themſelues at the Popes feete : and he litting inthe midſt of his Cardinals, 

The fpeechof yyith excecding great pomp,receined them. Theſe Embaſladors excuſed all matters 

yay paſſed, ſomerimes blaming neceſsitie, ſometimes the euil diſpolition of others,ſome- 

ro the Pope, times the populer furie, and the iuſt offence thereof, ſaying they were moſt vnhap- 

ie, being forced citherto ftight,ordie, And becauſcall things are enduredroeſchuc 

death,they had ſuffred war,excommunicarti6s, & all other troubles, which the mar- 

ters paſſed had brought withthE. Andalltothe end,thattheir common weale might 

auoyd bondage,which is thedeath of all tree Cities. Neuertheles it any error or en- 

forced fault were committed,they wereready to make ſatisfaction: ever hoping in 

his goodnes, (who followingthe examples ofthealmightie Redeemer) he would 
receiuethem,rather for his mercie,thentheir merits. T o which excuſes , the Po 

ps anſwered with great pride and anger ; reprouing them of all things done againſt the 

church ; notwithſtiding for Gods ſake, he was pleaſed tograntthemthepards they 

deſired: yettherwith aftirming they wereto obey him, & ifthey (hal faile of obedi- 

ence,their libertie which now [hould haue bin loſt, ſhall then beiuſtly raken from 

the.Forthey deſerue hbertie, whotake in hand good aCtions, & not they thar in euil 

enterpriſes employ themſelnes. Becauſe liberticabuſed,oftendeth it ſelf and others. 

Alſo ro efteem God litle, & the church leſſe,is not the office of good mE, but of vain 

ons,cnclined roeuil. The correction of who apperteineth not onely to Princes, 

ut toeuery chriſtian: ſoas they were for matters paſſed to blametheir ownenil do- 

ings, which was the firſt occalionof war, & by their worſedoings it was noriſhed. 

Bur all anger was now extinguiſhed, rather by the goodnes of others,ths their own 

deſerts. After publication ofthe eace,the Popes bleſsing wasread. hereunto his 

holineſſe by word of mouth added,that if they would enioy the beniht of his bene- 

* diction,they ſhould during the Turks war inthe kingdom, maintein at theircharge 

15.gallies wel paid. The Embaſſadors complained much of this burde impoſed ouer 

and abonethe contract. Yet by no meanes they could make, or by any lamentation 

they vied, the Pope would diminiſh any part of that penance. But the Embaſſadors 

being returned to Florence,the Senate for confirmation of this peace, ſent Embaſſador 

tothe Pope,GuidantonioVeſpucer,who was lately arived fr6 France, He by his wiſdom 

brought all matters vnto reaſonabletermes , & obreined many fauours of the Pope, 

which wasa token of greater reconciliati6. The Florentineshauing ended their bu- 

ſines with the Pope, and Sieza with themſclues being delinered from feareof the 

King by the departureof the Duke of Calarria , and the T urkes warre continuing, 

conſtrained the King to reſtore allthe Caſtles whichthe Duke of Calauria xt his de- 

parture left inthe handes of the Saneſ/., WherbytharKing hoped, that the Floren- 

tines info great neceſsitie would not ſhrincke from him , or by moouing of warre 


againſt 
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againſt the Saeſ/, impeach the aide which hee hoped of from the Pope and o- 
ther 1talzan Princes. And therefore was content that the Caſtles ſhould bee 
reſtored, and bound the Florentmes by a new obligation. So as thereby we lee, that 
force and necelsitie, but not writings or obligations, do make Princes to obſerne 
their faith. The Caſtles thus receiued, and the new confederacie made, Lorenzo 4: 
Medici recouered that reputation, which the warre firſt and afterthe peace (when 
theKing was feared) had taken from him. For there wanted not thoſe that openly 
{laundered him, and faid, that for ſauing himſelfe, he had ſould his countrey , and 
that by the warre they loſt their trownes, and by the peace they ſhould loſe their 
libertie. But the townes recouered an honorable peace made with the King, and 
the Cittiereturned totheauncient reputation. For in Florence(aCirie tree of ſpeech, 
and therein matters indged by their luccelle, and not by counſel!) the caſe was al- 
tered, and Lorenzocommended to the skies, euerie man ſaying, that he with his 
wiſedome had found meanes toreconer that by peace, which euill fortune had 
taken from them in warre : and that his counſel! and mdgement, had preuailed 
more thenthe enemies armes, or their money. The aſſault of the Turks had de- 
ferred that warre, which by offence ofthe Pope and Yenetians would haue bene 
moued. Bur as the beginning of thar aſſault was vnlooked for, and occaſion of 
much good, ſo was the end thereof vnlooked for, andthe cauſe of much euill : for 
Mahumetto great Turke, beyond all expectationdied,and diſcord growing betwixt 
his ny, 5" Turks that were in P«z//a, being abandoned of their Lord,by com- 
poſition yeelded 0ttranto tothe King. This feare remoued, which held the Pope 
and Venetians firme, every man doubted new tumults. Onthe one fide, the Po 


and the Yenetians were inleague, and with them the Genoneſi, Saneſs, and other letſe New leagues 
Potentates. On the other, were the Florentines, the King, and the Duke, with ib 


whome, the Bologneſi, and many other Lords ioyned. The Yenetians deſired to be- 
come Lords of Farrara, Gopoling they had reaſonable occaſion to begin that en- 
terpriſe,and certainehopeto performe it. The occaſion was, bicauſe the Marqueſſe 
afhrmed, he was nolonger bound toreceiue the Yi/domene and their ſalte, bicauſe 
the contract was, that after ſeauentie yeares, the Cittie ſhould be disburthened of 
thoſe charges. The Yenetians tothecontrarie anſwered, that ſolong as he did hold 
the Poleſine, ſo long he ought toreceiue the Yi/domineand the ſalte. But the Mar- 
queſle not conſenting thereto, the Yenetiansthought they had iuſt occaſion torake 
armes,and time fit forthe ſame, ſeeing the Pope much oftended with the Florentines 
and the Kirg, whoſe ftauour they hoped the rather tohaue, bicauſe the Earle Giro- 
lamo being at Yenice, was there receiued moſt honorablie : and the Yenctians beſto- 
wed on him thetitle of a Gentleman of that ſtate, which is the greateſt token of 
honor, which they will, orcangine. They had alſo for preparation of the warres, 
impoſed anew Subſidie, and choſen Robertode Sanſenerins for their Generall : who 
being offended with Zadenico, Gonernour of Milan, was fled to T ortona, and there 
hauing madeſometumults, went to Cenoua; from thence he was called by the Fe- 
netians, and made Chiefetaineof theirarmie. Theſe preparations and new motions 
being knowne to thoſe of the contrarie league, was the cauſethat they alſoprepa- 
red for the warre. The Duke of Milan made Federigo Lord of Yrbino, his Generall, 
and the Florentines Coſtanzode Peſaro. Alſo, to ſound the diſpoſition of the Pope, 
and todiſcover whether the Yenetians with his conſent did makethe warre againſt 
Farrara, the King Ferrando ſent AlfonſoDake of Calauria, with his armie tothe riuer 
of Tronto, and there defired leane of the Pope to paſſe into Lombardy to aide the 
Marqueſle, which was by the Pope vtterly denied. Whereupon, the King, andthe 
Florentine:, being, relolned, thought to conſtraine him by force, ſo as iy = 
oul 
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ſhould ether become their friend, orattheleaſt, they would ſotrouble him, as he 
could not beabletoaide the Yenetians: for they were inthe field, and had alrcadic 
begunthe warre yiththe Marquelle, fpoyled his countreys, and belieged Figarolo, 
a Caſtle of much importance, for the countrey of that Prince. Thus the King and 
the Florentines determined to aflailethe Pope. Alfonſo Duke of Calawria ſpoiled the 
countrey towards Rome, and withaide of the Colonnt, who were on his lide (bi- 
caule the 0r/im were ioyned withthe Pope) did great dammagetothat coumrey on 
the other (ide of Kome, The Florentines on the other lide vnder NicholoV itelli, al- 
ſauked the Cittie of Caſtello, furprized it, and drane out Lorenzo, who kept thar 
Caſtle for the Pope, and Nicho/oremained a Prince thereof. By thele ations, the 
Pope was greatlic diſtreſſed , bicauſe ome within the Cittie was troubled with 
factions,and the coumrey without ſpoiled by enemies. Notwithſtanding, as a man 
of courage, he would not giue place to the encmie, but ententeined Roberto da Ri- 
mino,and calling him to Kome,whereall his men of warre were aſſembled, told him, 
how great honor he might win, if hecould againſt the force of a King, deliner the 
Church trom thoſe troubles wherewith it was occupied: and how great obliga- 
tion he (ſhould thereby haue not onely of him, bur alſo of all other Popes his ſuc- 
ceilors, and that both God and men would reacquitethe ſame. Roberto hrſt viewing 
the Popes men ofarmes, and other his preparations, perſwaded him to make all the 
tootmen he was able, which with all tpeed and diligence was performed. By this 
timethe Duke of Ca/auria was neare vnto Rome, and ſpoiled the countrey cuen to 
the walls ofthe Cittie, which offended the people fo much, as many of them vo- 
luntarily offered themſcluesto ſeruewith Roberto, and recouer the libertic of Rome: 
whowwere all by that Lord thanked and recemed. TheDuke hearing of thele pre- 

arations, retired alittle from the Cintie, thinking, that if he were further off, Ro- 
= would not ſecke him : and he alſo looked, that Federigo his brother, ſhould 
come with freſh men, ſent fromthe King their father, Robertoſeeing himſclfe equall 
with the Duke for men of armes,. and in footmen aboue him, marched out of Kome 
without order, and lodged his Camp within two miles of theenemie. The Duke 
ſecing his enemies at hand,not looking forthem, thought it ſtood him vpon,cither 
to fight or flee, Wherefore as conſtrained, and fornot doing athing vnworthiethe 
ſonne of a King,determinedto fight,and mpdngeth facetothe enemy, either camp 
put their men inorder, and bruught them to battell, which continued fromthe 
morningtillnoone: and the ſame was performed with more vertue, then any had 
bene in /taly fiftie yeares before; for therein were laine on both {1des more then 
athouſand men, and the end was glorious tothe Church. For the great multtude 
ol the Popes foormen, ſomuch offended the Dukes horſemen, as they were ſorced 
rorurnetheir backs : and the Dukes perſon had bene taken priſoner, had henot bene 
ſaued by many Turks, whowerelett at Ottranto, and ferued vnder him. Roberto ha- 
uing this vitorie,returned to Rome withtriumph: which he cajoyed not long, for 
that by drinking of much water at theday of bartell,he fell intoa flixe, which with- 
in tewedayes brought him todeath. His bodie was by the Pope, with great honor 
buried. The Pope hauing this viCtorie, ſent the Earle preſently towards the Cittic 
of Caſtells,to ſee thatrowne reſtored vnto Lorenzo; and belides to prooue, how the 
Cirtie of R:winowas enclined. For after thedeath of Roberts, (who had onely one 
yong ſonne,and the Cinieleft tothe gouernment of his mother) the Pope imagined 
it was ealie for himtoſurprize it. And indeedit would haue ſo come to paſſe, had 
not that woman bene by the Florentines defended, who tooke her part with fuch 
forces, as the enemie could not worke his will, cither againſt Caſte/ls, or Rimine, 


Whife theſe marters were adoing in Rewagna and Rowe, the Yenctians had ſurprized 
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Figarols, and with their men had paſled the Riuer of Ps, and in the Duke of Milan 
his campe, and the Marquelle allo, there was diſorder, bicauſe Federigo, Earle of 
1 rbino, being tick, canicd himſcltezo be carried to take philick at Bologna, andrhere 
died: wh by the affaires ofthe Marqueſle proceeded (lowlie, and the Yenetians 
hoped dailie more and more to ſurprize Farrara. Onthe other lide, the King and 
the Florentines labourcd to make the Pope of their tide, which not brought to palle 
by armes; they threatned by a Generall Councellto make him yeeld, which Coun- 
cell, was by the Emperonrs commaundement,appointed at Baſelia: whereupon,by 
perſwaiion of the Emperours Embaſlador at Rome, and the chiete Cardinals, who 
delired peace, the Popewas periwaded and conſtrained toallow ot peace, and the 
vniting of /taly. Then the Pope for feare,and alſotor that he found the greatnefle of 
the Y eretians ro be'the raine of the Church and all 7:al, reſolned rocome intorhie 


league, and ſent his Vac: ro Naples, where a league was concluded for filtie er leagucs 
yeares, berwixtthe Pope, the King, the Duke of Milay, and the Florentines, reſer- is l6s!y, 


ning a place forthe Yenetians, it they were pleaſed toenter. This done, the Pope 
commaunded the Fenetians tolurceaſe the warre of Farrara, which they not onely 
retuſed todo, bur alſo made the preparation greater: and _— alreadie broken 
the Dukes and Marqueſſeforces at Argenta, they at Farrara were lo neare diſtreſſed, 
asthe Dukes forces were lodged inthe Marqueſle Park. Thenthe Leaguethought 
good nolonger todetarethe aiding ot that Prince, and cauſedthe Duke of Calanria 
with his andthe Popes mento goeto.Farrara, The Florentines likewile (ent all their 
forces thither, and tor the better ordering of thewarre, the League appointed a 
Councell ro be holden at Cremona, where the Popes Legar, the Earle G:ro/amo, the 
Duke of Calawria, the Lord Lodowico, Lorenzode Medici, with many other Princes of 
italy met. Inthis Counce!l, the Princes deuiſed the order of the future warre. And 
bicauſe they, iudged that Farrara conld not be better relieved any way, then by 
ſomebrancaſſault,they ordered that Zaenico ſhould begin a warre vpon the Ye- 
netians,torthe countreys belongingtorheDuke of Milan. Burthereunto that Lord 
would notconſent, fearing to begin a warre which he could not end at his pleaſure. 
Wheretfore'it was determined they ſhould go with all their footmen to Farrara, 
and with fourethoufand men of armes,and cightthouſand foormen, aſſaulttheYe- 
netians, Who had two thouſand and rwo aka men of armes, and fixethouſand 
footmen. Andthe League thonghr good firſt to aflaile thenauie which the Y/ere- 
tians had lying vpon theriuer ot Po, and the ſame being aſlaulted, was broken at 
Bondeno, with the lofle ofrwo hundred veſlels, and Antonio Inſtiniano, the Prouedi- 
ror ofthenauiewas taken. Then the7enctians, ſeeing all 7taly vnited againſtthem, 
ro win ſome reputation, entertcined theDukeotthe &hene with rwo thouſand men 
of armes: But hauing receined this onerthrow'ot their nauie, they ſent this Duke 
with parrot their armie to trunt rheenemie, and commaunded &oberto de Sanſcuc- 
rino,viith the reſt of their camp, to paſſetherinerof 44a, and approching to Milan, 
toproclaime thename ofthe Duke; and ofthe Ladie Bona his mother : tor by that 
meanes, they hopedto make ſome Innouation inthe Cirtie, ſuppoling thatthe Lord 
Lodouico and his gonernment was hated. This aſſaiilt at the beginning brought 
therewith ſome terror, and moned all the'Cittie'to take armes : bur in the end, it 
wronght an effect comrarie to the Yenctians expeCtation. Bicauſe Zodowico in re- 
of this injurie, was content toallow of that which before he would nor. And 
efore,leauing the Marqueſſe of Farraratothe defence of his owne countrey, he 
with Carerhonind horſe, and twothouſand footmen, and the Duke of Calanris 
with rwetue thouſand horſe, and fiuvethouſand footmen, entred the countrey of 
Pergams, Breſcia, and Verona, ſpoiling almoſt all the countrey belonging to thoſe 
t 
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reſtitution, bur they, neitherarthe intreatic of the 0r/c»i, nor tor 
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three Citties, before the Y enetians knew thereof, for the Lord Roberto with his ſoul- 
diers,could ſcarcely defend that Cittie. Onthe other {tde, the ellcot Farrara 
had recouecred a great part of his poſleſsions, by meane whereof, the Duke ofthe 
Rhene who came againſt him, was notable to make head, hauing onely twothou- 
_ horſe, and one —_—_— tootemen. _ all that — itheycare14$3. 
the League proceeded intheir warres moſt p uſlie. The next Spring being 
come (tor in allthe winter was nothing done) fo mice were againe brought to 
the field, andthe League, (rotheend it might the more ſpeedily oppreſle the Yene- 
tins) had joined all the whole army rogither : bur if they: had proceeded as they 
did the yeare before, they ſhould atjuredly have taken tromthe Y encazans, all the 
lands in Lombardytothem belonging : forthey had nor left vnto them, more then 
lixe thouſand horſe, and hue ſand footmen. And on the other (ide, were 
twelue thouſand horſe, and ſixe thouſand foormen. Allo the Duke of the Rhene 
having ended the yeare ofhis enterteinement, was renirned home. Notwithſtan- 
ding (as it often happeneth) where diuerſe Gouernours be of equalt authoritie, 
there groweth diuilion, andtheenemie winneth victorie,ſo Fedrrigo Gonzaga, Mar- 
quellc of Mantoua, being dead (who with his authoritic continued the Duke of 
Calauria, andthe Lord Lodowce veuted) betwixt them grew diuerlitie of opinions, 
and 1cloulie, For Grouangaliazzo Duke of Milan being atteined to age, and abilitie to 
ouerne his owne ſtate, and hauing alſo married thedaughter the Duke of Ca- 
uria, the Duke delired, that his ſonne inlawe, and not Zodowro, might gouerne 
theſtate. This ſuſpition of Ledewics being knowne to the Yenctians, was made by 
themanoccaſiun, ſuppoling they might as they had cuer done, recouer by peace, 
that whick they had nn by warre:and ſecretly they practiſed a pacification Carne 
them and Zodow:co, which was concluded in Auguſt, the yeare 1 48 4. That being 
knowne to the other confederates, diſpleaſed them much, chicfely when my 
knew, that a!! the trownes taken fromthe Yenctians ſhould bereſtored, and they ſti 
to inioy allo Konrge, and Policene,yhich townes they had taken from the Marqueſſe 
of Farrars, And moreouer, that they ſhould haue againe all thoſe 
which intimes paſſed they had, Euerie man thenthought, they had madea warre 
with great charge, and as therein they had gained ſmall honor, ſo intheend it was 
unded with ſhame : bicauſetherownes taken, were reſtored,and thetownes 
loſt, were not recouered, Y et\were theconfederates forced to accept the peace, be- 
ing wearieof charges, and ſearing the ambition and defects of others, would make 
no more triall of their fortune. While in Lombardy marters were in this manner 
handled,the Pope by meane of Lorenzo beſieged the Cittic of Caſtello,to drive from 
thence NicholoV itelli, (who, todrawethe Pope intothe league) had forſaken him, 
[n this liege, thoſethat withinthe towne were partarkers with icholo, came forth 
to light withthe enemies, and did vanquiſhthem ; whereupon, the Pope renoked 
the Earle Girolamo from Lombardy, to repaite his force at Rome : that done, toreturne 
to his enterpriſe. But afterwards, thinking it better to gainethe good will of Nichs/s 
by peace,thentoaſſailehim with anew warre,grew to _—_ with him,and by 
all meanes reconciled him to Lorenzo his aduerſaric : whereupon, he was allured 
rather by ſuſpition ofnevy tumults, then by the lone he bare his countrey, For be- 
rwixtthe Colonneſiand 0r/ini, there appeared much diſpleaſure : bicauſethe King of 
Naples inthe warre betwixt him andthe Pope,had taken from 0r/inithe Earledome 
of T ag/iacoz:0, and giuen it tothe C 7 his followers. Afterwards, the peace 
being made berwixt the King and the Pope, the 0r/ini by verrue thereofdemaun- 
ded reſtitution. The Pope often ſignified rothe Colonneſe,that they m_—_— make 
the ingof 
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the Pope, wouldagree thereunto,but ſtill with iniuries, and ſpoiling of the Orſini, 
did dilplealurethem, which the Pope could notindure :and theretore allembled 
all 1s torces, and ioyning withthem the Oran, ſacked all the houles of the Co!onns 
in Kome, {laying and taking all thoſe that made reliſtance, and razing the moſt part 


the Florentimes did keepe the Earle Antoniode Marciano with his ſouldiers, vponthe 
conhnes of Serezunt, who during thewarre of Lombardy, with foraging, and {mall 
«kirmiſhes, moleſted the Serezareft. And in Genoua, Battiſtino Fregoſo Lake of thiat 
Cittie,truſting vato Pagolo Frigoſo Archbiſhop,was by himtaken, with his wite and 
children, andthe Archbiſhop made Duke. Likewiſe, the Yeretiannauic had aſlaul- 
ted the Kingdome, ſurprized Galipoli, and moleſted other places thereabours. But 
the peace of Zezb:rdy concluded, all rumults did ceale, laue onely in T oſcaza and 
Xome : forthe Pope within fiuedaies after the peace was proclaimed, died: either 
bicauſe the end of his life was come, or for ſorrow that a peace was made to his 
diſaduantage. This Pope at his death left /talyin peace, though during his life he 
had alvzaics therein made warre : and the Romanes preſentlic after his departure 
rooke armes, The EarleGiro/amo with his ſouldiers retired vnderthe Caſtle, and the 
Orſini did feare , icaſt the Colonneſi would be reuenged of the treſh iniuries done 
them. Thenthe Co/oneſr demaunded againe their houſes and Caſtles. Vpon theſe 
occalions, within fevy daies there followed many murthers, robberies, and bur- 
nings indiverſe parts of the Cirtie, But the Cardinals _—_ periwaded the Earle 
to yeeld that Caftle vntothe College, and returne home to his owneland, andalfo 
remoue his ſouldiers out of K-me, he being delirous togratitethenext Pope, gaue 
vp the Caſtle tothe College, and went himſelte vnto Imola, Whereupon the Car- 
dinals delinered of this feare, andrhe Barons out of hope to be aided by the Earle 
meheirquarrels, went tothe creation of anew Pope, After ſome diſputation, and 
diuerlitieot opinions,Gronanbattiſta Cibo, borne in Genona,and Cardinall of Malfett.q, 
was choſen Pope, by thename of 1nmocentio oetauo. He throughthe curtelie of his 
nature (being aquiet and peaceable man) procuredall armestobelaid downe, and 
for the preſent, pacified Kome, The Florentines after thepeace, could not content 
themſelues withreſt, being perſwaded it was thaine, and diſhonor, that apriuate 
Gentleman had taken from them the Caſtle of Serezanr, And bicauſe the capitula- 
tions were, that it was lawfull to demaund all things taken, and il they werenotre- 
ſtored, to make warce againſt the withholder , they relolued ſpeedily to prepare 
money and men to performethat enterpriſe, Then Agoſtino Fregoſo, wo! had fur- 
prized Serc=na, being perſwaded that at hisprinatecharge he could not mainteine 
(0 great a warre,gauethatrowneto F.George, And lithens weare to make mention 
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vf alltheir Caſties : ſorhar thoſetumults were ended not by peace, but by opprek by the Yop:. 
ling one of the _ Allo Genona and Toſcana were ſomewhat diſquieted, tor 


diverſe times of S,Georee, and the Genoneſi, it ſeemeth notamitlerodeclaretheorders The fr 


and cuſtomes of that Cirtie, being one of theprincipall ſtates of 1taly, The peace 
made berwixt the Genoneſi and Venetians (afterthe greateſt warre, that was ſcene in 
many yeares paſt) the State not being able topay thoſe Cittizens who had lent grear 
ſ1mmes of money, appointed their reuenues ofthe Pogara, tobe paid vntothem, 
till ſich time as theprincipalldebrs were diſcharged. And for their meeting togi- 
thers, they appointed the Pallaceonerthe Dogana, Theſe creditors among them- 
ſeiues ordcined a forme of gonernment; appointing a Conncell of a hundred, and 
a Senate of eight Citizens, which officers asheads of the Cittie, mighrdiſparch all 
affaires, The debts were diuided into parts, which they catled Z»ogh4,and intituled 
the whole corporation of $.Georgeo, This gouernment thus eſtabliſhed; ever hap- 
ned new necelsities, whereupon they refortedro'8.George fornew aide: who bony 
| ric 
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in Genoua, 
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richeand u_ aero =u_ _ A = 
otheriide,hauing grained ana,began for pawne ot the moneys,to giuetheir 
lands : yea, « 9. went Die (by be ot the common neceſzries - lerui- 
ces of $,George)that vnder gotiernment thereof, the greater part of the Townes, 
Citties,and Lands of Genona, doe now belong to S. George, who doth gouerneand 
detendthem. Allo every yeareby publique ſuffrage, officers be x ge withour 
any intermedling ot the Communaltie, Hereot it proceedeth, that thoſe Citizens 
haue noregard of the common profit,as athing tirannized,and let their wholecare 
vpon S.George,as well and equally gouerned : whereof do ariſe the ealic and often 
alterations ot the State, and that the people do otherwhiles yceld their obedience 
to ſome of their owne Citizens, and ſometimes to a Stranger : for not S, Georee, 
butthe Communaltiedoth alter in gonernment : which was the cauſe that whEthe 
Adorni & Fregoſi contending tor the principallitie did _—_ communaltie only, 
and the greater part of the citizEs ſtood neutrall,and yeelded tothe victorious, Nei- 
ther doth the ottice of $.George other, then whenloeucr any man hath taken the go- 
uernment, it (weareth him to obſeruethe lawes thereof, which to this day are not 
changed, For S.George hauing in poſſeſsion thearmes, the money,and the gouern- 
ment, cannot without the danger of acertaine rebellion, be altered, A rare order 
ſurely, and not found by the Philoſophers am6g their imagined or vilibleC6mon- 
veeales, to (ce within onecircle, and among onenumber of Citizens, libertie, and 
tirannie, ciuill life, and corruption, iuſtice and licentiouſnes : which order onely 
mainteineththat towne full of auncient and venerable cuſtomes. And it it ſhould 
happen (which intime will afluredly come to _ thay S.George (hall be owner 
of all the Cicie, that State will be morenotable, then the Yenerian» Common-weale, ' 


' To this S.George, Agoſtmo Fregoſo gave Serezana, who receiued it willingly, and ta- 


king in hand thedetencetherect, = +9 ROI anauie by ſea, and [em certaine 
forces to Pietraſanta, toimpeach all thoſethat reſorted tothe Florentine Camp, then 
neare vnto Serezana. On the other (ide, the Florentines delired to take Pietraſanta, as 
atowne necdfull robe had forthe winning of Serezana: for being berwixt it and 
Piſa, they could not beliege it ſo long as by the Pretraſanteji, or others therein, they 
were impeached inthe ſiege of Serezana. To bring this enterpriſeto paſſe, they ſene 
from Piſatothe Camp, a great quantitic of munition and victuall, ſlenderly garded: 
totheend that they of Pretraſanca ſhould feare the lefle, and in hope of a good boo- 
tic, toafſaultthem. The matter was then followed according to expectation: For 
the ſouldiers in Pietraſanta,ſecing beforethcir cyes ſo great a bootie,tooke it, which 
gauethe Florentinesiuſt occalion to execute theenterprile: wherefore leauing Se- 


G:nou ſand rezana, they beſieged Pietraſants, which was well manned, and braucly defended, 
the ©0562 The Florentines hauing their artillerie in the plaine, made a bulwarke vpon the 


mountaine, hoping from thenceto batter it. CiacopoGuicciardino was Commillarie of 
the Florentine forces. And whilethey beſieged Pietraſanta,the nauic of Genoua tooke 
and burntthe forrreſſe of / adi : and ſetting ſome of their ſouldiers aland, ſpoiled the 


countrey thereabour. Againſt whome, — Gianfiliazzi, was ſent with cer- 
e 


taine foormen, who partly ſtayed their pride, ſo as they durſt nolonger ſpoile ar 
their pleaſures. Yer the nauie continuing to moleſt the Florentines, went vnto Li- 
zorno, and with certaine inftrutnents, a Torre Nuoua, battering it diuerſe 


dayes with artillerie, bur ſeeing nothing donerotheir aduantage,rerurned back with 
ſhame. Inthe meane ſpace, Pietraſanta was coldly aſſaulted : whereupon, the ene- 
miesrooke harr,aſſaulted the Bulwarke, and tookeit : which was ſogreatly rotheir 
reputation, and the” Florentines teare, as they were readie tobreake vpthe Campe, 
Inſo much asthey retired foure miles fromthetowne,and the officers of _ Camp 

ought 
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thought good, that the moneth of October being come, irwastime to lodge the 
army, and deferre rhat ſiege tilbchenexrSpring, 'This diſorder being kriowne in 
Florence, made the Magiſtrates much ,and therefore to repairethe Camp 
mforc T ,made choiſe of new Commiſlaries, Autono Pucci, and Bey - 
nar del Nero, who with greatfummes.of money went vrtorhe Camp, and decla- 
red tothe C the indignarion ofthe Senate andthe people, ow great a 
(hameit (hould be, vnlefle thearmy did againe returne tothe ſiege: for it were an 
infamie, fogrearaCamp, to be repulſed by fo ſmall a guard, and ſo weake #towne, 
Þhey alſo thewed the preſent and-furure commoditie that would infue of that 
victoric, Which perſwalion, moued the ſouldiers torerurne rothewalls, and firſt 
of alltorecouertheBulwarke. For the performance whereof, they knowing how 
mucheurelic,aftabilitic, and good vage might do toincouragethe minds of men, 
Antonin Pucci, by comforting, promiling, and imbracing the ſouldiers, procured 
the Bulwarke to be aſſaulted ſo furiouſly, as euen inaſode 


ine it was taken, yet NOT Pjerraſanta 


withoutlofle: for inthataſſault,the Earle Antonio de Marciano witha peece of arti]- taken. 


lerie, was ſlaine, This victorieterrifiedthoſe of therowneſo much, as they began 
rooffer compolition: whereupon, tothe end the conclulion might be made with 
the more reputation, Lorenzo di Meaici thought good to come to the Camp, and 
within a few daies after his arriuall,theCaſtlewas yeelded, The winter now come, 
the Cipraines liked not to proceed further inthe warre, bur attendthe Spring : and 
therather,bicauſe the Autnmnepaſt,by meanes of euill arres, ſicknes was brought 

into the Camp, wherewith many of the Capraines and leaders werediſcaſed. A- 
 mong \whome, Antonio Pucci, and Bongianni Gianfigliazzi, were not onely lick, bur 
alſodead, tothe great griefeofallthearmy : ſogreat was the honor and lone thar 
Pucci had wonne in the exploite of Pietraſanta, Aﬀterthe taking of Pietraſanta, the 
Laccheſi (ent Embafſadors to Florence, todemaund that towne, as athing belonging 
ro their common-weale. For they alleaged, that among other things it was con- 
tracted berwixt them, thatthe towne firſt wonne by any of them, ſhould be reſto- 
redtotheauncient owner, The Florentine; direCtlie denied not that couenant, bur 
anſwered, thatthey doubted whether inthe peace made betwixt them and the Ge- 
noweſi; it was meant the towne to be delinered, and therefore rhey could not till 
thenderermine: and if it were reſtored; thenthe Zuccheſi ought of neceſzitieto pay 
thecharge, and make ſatisfaCtion, forthe loſſe of ſo many great Citizens : which if 
they would do,they might hope to haueit againe. All that winter was ſpent, inthe 
communication ofthispeace betwixtthe Genoxeſi, andthe Florentines. And by rea- 
ſon the Pope was a doertherem, the matter was handled at Rome: but not being + 
concluded,the Florentines would thenext Spring hane aſſaulted Serezan., had they 
not bene by the ſickneſſe of Lorenzo di Medici, andthe warre which grew berwixt 
. thePope, and the King Ferrando, impeached: For Lorenzo was not onely diſcaſed 
ofthegowr, which infirmitie, ſeemed rodiſcend from his father, bur was alſo ſo 
grieuouſlic rormented with griefe ofthe ſtomack, thathe went vnto the Bathes to 
be cured: butthewarre was the chiefe occaſion of his {ickneſſe, and the originall 


thereof. The Citie of Aquila was ſubieQ ro the King of Naples, yet the oy Aquila rebel- 
. Th 


therein lined as free. Inthis Citie, the Earle Aſontorio had great reputation 


@ led from the 


Duke of Calawriawith his men of armesbeing nearevnto Trento, pretending to pa- © *Neples. 
Cifie certaine tumults among the people of that countrey, and intending toreduce 
Aquilawholie vnderthe Kings obedience, ſerit for the Earle Hontorio, as though 
he would imploy himinthoſe matters he made ſhew of. The Earle without ſuſpi- 
tion came, and vas preſently byrhe Duke ſent to Naples priſoner. Theſe newes 
being aduertiſed ro Aquila, altered the minde of the Cittic, and the people po- 

\' pulerly 


The Pope 
defcndeth the 
rebels of A- 


quila. 


Peace be- 

ewecene the 

K. of Naples, 

aad the Pope, 
1496, 
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pulerly rooke armes, and ſlewe Antonio Coinells,'Commillaric for the King, and 
with him certaine other Citizens, 'who were khowne affectionate to the King. 
Allo, totheend the Aquilam,might have ſomefriend-to defend them in their re- 
bellion, they diſplaiedthe EnfignevttheChurch, arid ſentEmbatiadorsrogiue the 
Cirtic to the Pope : deſiring him, as his ownetubiects;: to.deferidacbem trom the 
tyrannicofthe King, The Pope mantully rookeinhband theirdefence, as onerhar 
both for priuateand publique occalton hatedthe King, KURT, 1 
enemy ro the State ot Milan, hapningto be qurt of pay,the Pope enterteined himor 
Generall, and cauſed him with expedition tocomevnto Rome - and beſides 
that, ſollicited all the friends and kin{men of the Earle M ontorio, tobecome Rebels 
tothe Kingzin ſo much as the Princes of Altemura, Salerno, & Biſignano, tookearmes 
againſt him. The King ſeeing himſ(elfe by ſo ſodeine awarreaſlaulted, prayed aide 
otthe Florentwes, and the Duke of Milan, T he Florentmes ſtood doubrttull what to 
do, bicauſcit ſeemed hard to leaue their owne enterpriſe tor others: and to take 
armes againſt the Church, was perilous. Notwithſtanding, being in league; they 
preferred fidelitie, before commoditie or perill, and enterreined the 0r/in;, andient 
all their owne men towards Rome tothe aide of theKing, vnder conduQt-of the 
Earle of Pitigliano, T henthe King maderwo camps, and ſentthe onetowards'\Rome, 
vnderthe Duke of Calauria, who withthe Florentizes ſhould incounter the Popes 
army. The other camp himlelfe did leade, and marched toward the Barons thatre- 
belled. This warre with variable fortune was mannaged, and at the end, the King 
in all places havin _—_— by mediation of theEmbaſſadors of Spayne, apeace 
was concluded in the moneth of Auguſt 1486; whereuntothe Pope (being beaten 
with euill fortune, and loth to adizenture more)iconfſented. Allo, allthe Potentates 
of Italy were included (onely the Genoxeſi, as rebels tothe State of M7len, and viur- 
ers of the Florentines lands) wete leit out. -Robertoda Sanſenerino, the peace made, 
auing bene inthis warre no faitht1ill friend tothe Pope, and nothing terrible to 
the enemy,departed from Rome,as drivenaut bythe Pope : and being followed by 
the Dukes and Florentines ſouldiers, ſo ſooneas he had paſſed Ceſena, ſeeing himſelfe 
not followed, fled away, and with lefſe then one hundred horſe, came to Ravenna, 
Ofthereſt ofhis men, ſome werereceiued by theDuke, and ſome by the countrey 
people, were cut in pieces. The King hauing made peace, and reconciled his Ba- 
rons, put to death Growannt Coppola, and Antonellode Anuerſa, with his ſonnes,and 
thoſe which had inthe warre revealed his ſecrets vmto the Pope. By meanes ofthis 
warre, the Pope knew what readineſſeand care the Florentines had to keepe friend- 
ſhip: and therefore, albeit that/for the loue of the Genoneſi, and the aiding of the 
King ,he before hated them, yetnow he beganto lone them, and ſhew morefauour 
vntotheir Embaſſadors then he was wont. Which diſpoſition knowne to Lorenzo 
de Medici, was by all honorable meanes increaſed : for he thought it much for hisre- 
putation, iftothe favour whichthe King bare him, he mightalſo ioyne the Popes 
friendſhip, This Pope had oneſonnecalled Franceſco, and On rous to honor 
him with lands and friends, wherewith he might after his death, mainteine him- 
ſelfe, he knewenotany in /taly with whome hecould more ſafely be matched, then 
with Lorenzo : and therefore ſo handled the matrer,that Lorenzo married a daughter 
ofhis vnto Franceſco. This marriage being made,the Pope deſired that the Genoweſi 
might by compoſition deliuer Serezans to the Florentines : perſwading them, that 
they ſhould not hold that which Ageſffino had ſold, nor Ageſiino could gine vnto 
$.Georgethat, which was not his. ithſtanding, this perſwaſion rooke no ef- 
feft. But the Genoneſf while theſe matters were practiſing at Rome, armed certaine of 


their Ships, and beforethe Flopentines knew any thing thereof, ſer three thouſand 
foormen 
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footmenaland, and aſſaulted the Caftle of Serezanells, nearevnto Serezana, belon- The Genoueſi 


ging tothe Florentines, (poyling and burning the Towne: which done, they planted 
t 


err Artillaricagainſt the Caſtle, and with all diligence battered the ſame. Thisnew ines. 
aſſault was vnlooked for of the Florentines, neuertheleſle preſently they aflaulted | 


their forces at Piſa, vnder Y irginio Orfine, They allo complained vntothe Pope, that 


whileſt hepraCtiſed the peace, the Genoveſi had begunnethis warre. They ſent like- 


wile Piero Corcinito Lucca , to continue the amitie withthat Citie: and Pagolantonio 
Soderini, was ſent vnto Venice, to feele the diſpoſition of that ſtate. They praicd 
aide alſo of the King , and of the Lord Zodowico Sforza : but failed thereof at both 
their handes. For the King faidehee feared the Turkes Nauie , and Zodowico vn- 
der other cauillations deferred to ſend anie. Thus the Florentines (being for the 
moſt part left alone intheir warres) didnot findeanie fo readie to helpe them, as 
they were readie toaide others. Neither were they dilmaicd being now abando- 
ned byrheir confederates (which was nonew thing) bur aſſembling agreat armie 
vnder Giacopo Guicciardini , and Piero Vittori, ſent them againſt the enemie, who 
lodged one night vppon the Riuer Magre. In the meane time, Serezanello was 
ſtraightly diſtreſſed bythe enemie, who by vndermining and euerie other meanes, 
beſieged it. Inſomuch as our Commiſlaries marched towardes therelictethereof. 
Yet the enemierefuſed nor to fight, but ioyning battle with the Commiſlaries, the 
Genoueſiwere ouerthrowne : and Lodowics Freſco , with many other Capraines of the 


enemies weretaken priſoners, This victory —_— not ſo much the Serezaneſ, The Genouefi 


that they would therefore yeeld , but with more obſtinacie they ed for de- 
fence: and the Florentine Commiſlaries ſtill continued to offendthem. Inſomuch as 
that rowne was both manfully aſſaulted, and ſtourly defended, This ſiege continu- 
ing long, cauſed Lorenzo dj Medicito go himſelfe intothe field, He being comethi- 
ther, greatly encouraged our ſouldiers,and diſcpuraged the Serezaneſi,For they ſee- 
ine the reſolution of the Florentines to diſtreſſe them, and the coldneſſe of the Geno- 
weſt rorelienethem, freely, and without conditions, yeelded rhemſclues tothe Flo- 
rentines hands. And wereall receiuedto mercie, excepting a fewe who had binthe 
authors of the rebellion, Lodowicoduring this ſiege, had ſent his men of armes to Pon- 
tremoli , (ceming to haueaided vs. But hauing intelligence with ſome in Genoxa,thar 
faQion tookearmes againſtthoſethatgouerned, and with the aide of theſeforces, 
deliuered that CinttierotheDuke of Milan. At that time the Almaneshad mooued a 
war againſtthe Yenetians,and Boccolino de Oſimo in La Marca, cauſed thetowne of 0fi- 
moto rebell againſt the Pope,and made himſelfe Princethereof. He, after many acci- 
dents,at the perſwalion of Lorenzo di Medici, was contented to deliuer that Citic a- 


gaine vntothe Pope, and went himſelfe to Florence, where vnder the protection 


of Lorenzo, helinedlong in greathonour. After he went from thence to Milan, 


where not finding the like fidelitie, was by Lodowico you to death. The Yenetiansal- The Venetis 
T rento broken, and Roberto da 505 broken, 


ſaulted by the A lmanes, wereneare vntothe Citieo 
$anſeuerino their Generall , ſlaine. After which loſle , the Yenetians (according to 
che order of their fortune) made with the _A hnanes, not as vitored, but as 


vidtcrious) ſo honourable was the concluſion for their ſtate. In thoſe dayes alſo Tumuls in 
there happened in Romagna, tumults of great importance. Franceſco de Orſo of Furli, $995" 


was ama" of great authoritie inthat Citie. Hebeing ſuſpected tothe Earle Girolamo, 

was many times by the Earlethreatned, Whereupon Franceſcolining in great feare, 

was perſwaded by his friends and kinſmen, topreuent the miſchief. And (ith he fea- 

re4to be ſlaine by the Earle, was aduiſed to (ley him firſt: and ſoby thedeath of an 0+ 

ther, eſcape his ownedaunger. This reſolutionmade, hee appointed the time for 

performingthe enterpriſe, the Market day at _- :for many ofhis country friends 
2 


comming 
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comming then thither, he thought ro haue their aide without ſending for them. 


The Ear'e 
Girolamo 
mu:dercd, 


Galeorro, 
Lord of Facn- 
/z musdered. 


This conipiracie hapned inthe moneth of May, in which time (andall the ſommer) 
the /tal:ans do victo ſup by day-light. T heconſpirators thought the fineſt inſtantto 
commit this murther, thould be unmediatly atter ſupper, when all his ſamiliewere 
at meare,and heleft almoſtalone in his chamber. Thus determined, and that houre 
appointed, Fraxceſco went vnto the Earles houſe, and leauing his companions inthe 
Hat, himſelfe went vp tothe Chamber, where the Earle was, and ſaid roone of his 
men, that hedelired to ſpeake with the Earle. Franceſco being called in, entertcined 
the Earleawhile with ſome feined ſpeech, and ſolodeinly fiew him, Then hecalled 
vnto him his companions, and ſlew allothe Earles man. By chance the Captaine of 
the townealſocame inthe meanetimetoſpeake with the Lar!e,and being arriued in 
the Hall, followed with a feyye, was likewiſe ſlaine by thoſe that came to munther 
the Earle, Theſe murthers executed, the Earles bodie was caſt ot of the window: 
and the murtherers proclayming the Church and libertie, cauſed allthe people to 
arme, who hated greatlythe couctiſe and crueltie ofthe Earle. The conſpirators 
hauing ſacked the Earles hovſes, rooke the Countelle Caterma his wite, with all 
her children. Then remained onely the Caſtle (which being ſurprized) ſhould 
happilie finiſhrhe enterpriſe, Bur thereumo the Capraine would nor content : Ne- 
uertheleſſe, this Counteſle promiſed todeliuer it, it ihe were lctloole togoe into 
the Caſtle, and for hoſtages of her promiſe, ſheleft withthe enemyes her children. 
The conſpirators belicued herwords, and gaiic her leaue to depart, But ſoſconeas 
ſhe was within the Caſtle, ſhe looked ouer the walls, and threatned the enemyes 
tobe revenged ofher husbands death. Then they threatning to ſley all her chil- 
dren, anſwered, that ſhe had meane to beget others. The conſpirators diſmaied, 
ſeeing they were not aided bythe Pope, and hearing thatthe Lord Lodouice, Vnkle 
rothe Counteſle, did ſend men in her aide, taking vpall the goods they could carrie 
awaic, went vntothe Cittie of Caſtello, whereby the Coumelle recouered her ſtate, - 
and reuenged her husbands death by all manner of cruelties. The Florentines vn- 
derſtanding the Earles death, tooke occaſion to repoſleſle the fortreſſe of Piancal- 
deli, which the Earle had beforeraken from them : for ſending thithertheir forces, 
they ſurprized it, and ſlew therein Cieceo, the famous Architetture, Tothis tumule 
of Remagna , followed one other of no lefle moment. Galeotto Lord of Faenza, 
tooke to wife the daughter of Giouan Bentinogli, Prince of Bologna, She either for 
icouſie, or bicauſe her husband vſed her not well, cither elſe. through her owne 
euil nature, hated him ſo much, as ſhederermined totake from him bis principal- 
litieand life. Then diſſembling a ſickneſle, laid her ſelfc in bed, and when Galeotts 
ſhould come to vilither, ſhe determined he (hould be by certaine men hidden in 
the Chamber, ſlaine. Of this intent, ſhe had made her father priuie, whohoped 
by the death of his ſonne in lawe, to become Lord of Faenza. Thetimedeſtined 
forthismurther being come, Galeotto repaired to his wines Chamber, as he was 
woont, and having alittle tatked wich her, the murtherers came foorth, and with- 
out anie mercie, there ie ſlew him. So ſoone as the murther was knowne, 
reat rumultes aroſe. His wife, with one little ſonne , called _{#ore, fled to the 
C aſtle. The e tooke armes, and Gionan Bentinogh, togither with a Cap- 
taine of Milan, called Bergamino, prepared for the purpoſe, with many armed men 
efitred into Faenza , where was allo © Anton Baſcols, a Floremine Commiſaarie. 
All theſe leaders aſſembled , and reaſoning ofthe gouernment of that towne. The 
menofthe Vale of Lamons (who were come populerly tothe rumor) aſſaulted Gio- 
wanni,and Bergamino,(leying the one,and raking the other priſoner, Then they pro. 
daymedthename of 4ftore, and the Florentines, reacommending the Cittie tothe 


Florentine 
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Florentine Commilaries. This chance knowneat Florence,grieued every man much: 
no.cwithſtanding they cauſed Giovanniand his daughterto be ſet at libertie, andthe 
tuition of A#ore, by conſent ofthe people was giuen vntothem. Belides theſe ; di- 
uzrle other tumults happened in Romagna,/a Marca,and S1ena:afterthe warres were 
compounded betwixt the greater Princes; which being of leſſe importance, indge 
ſuperfluonstoreport. True it is,thatthe troubles of Szexa(atterthe departure ofthe 
Duke ot Calawriainthe yeare $8.) were more in number : and after many alterations, 
ſomerimesthe people gouerned, and ſometimes thenobilitie,but inthe end,theno- 
bilitiewas victorious. Among whom , Pande!fo and Giacopo Petruccio, were of moſt 
authoritie. Theone for his wiſedom,the other for courage,becameas Lords of that 
Citie. But the Florentinesafter the warre of Serezana, till the yeare 1492. (at which 
time Lorenzode Medicrdizd)didliue ingrearfelicitie. For Lorenzo hauing by his wil- 
dome appeaſed the armes of /taly, endeuoured to make himſelte and his Citic great ; 
and married his eldeſt ſonne Pieroto Alfonſina, the daughter of Cauallier Orſins : and 
Giouanni his ſecond ſonne, was aduanced to thedignitic of Cardinall. Which honor 
wasthe morenotable,becauſeat thetime of his calling othat honour, he paſſed nor 
the ageof foureteene yeares : which was the way tomake his houſe(as after it came 
to paiſe)to be exalted tothe skies, For Giuliano his third ſonne, by reaſon of his yong 
age, and the ſmall time Lorenzo liued, he could not prouide anie extraordinaric for- 
rune. Of his daughters he married oneto Giacopo Salmiati, an other to Franceſco Ciho ; 
thethird, to Piero Ridolfi: the fourth (whom he beſtowed to hold his houſe vnited) 
was wedded toCiouandi Meaici,but ſhe died. Iri his other private affaires,and chiefly 


in marchandize he was verie infortunate. Forby the diſorder of his miniſters (who Lorenzo in 


lived liker Princes, then priuate men) a great part of his ſubſtance in ſundrie places ® 
was conſumed : enforced thereby to borrow great ſummes of his countrey. After- 
wards,not torunne indaunger of like fortune, leauing marchandize, he employed 
himſelfe inthe purchaſe of lands : as riches of more aſſurance. Inthecountries of P;- 
ſa, Prato, and inthe vale of Peſa,he compalled poſleſsions both for profit and magni- 
ficence of houſes, more fit fora King then a priuateperſon, Afterthattime,heenlar- 
ged and beytified his owne Cite, tothe end hemight liue therein with the more 
uiet,and ſecuritie. And therefore inmany voideplaces hee built newe houſes and 
es : whereby the Citie became morebewrtifull and large. Alſotothe end hee 
might reſt the moreaſſured at home, andencounter his enemics farre of : towards 


ww inthemidſts of the Alpes,he fortifiedthe Caſtle of Firenzuolz. Towards $ic- Lortzo mag- 
na, he begantoreedifie Poggio Imperiale, and make it exceeding ſtrong. Towardes vicent 


Genoua by winning of Pietraſantaand Serezana, hee ſhut that paſſage vp againſt the 
enemies. Moreouer, by giuing pentions, and prouilions, he madefriends,the Za- 
gliont in Perugia, theVitelliinthe Citic of Ca#ello, and in Faenza, he had particuler 
2ouernment, All whichthings wereas Bulwarkes to defend Florence. In times of 
ee feaſted the Citic,making many times triumphs, luſts,and publike ſhewes, 

or his intent was to keepethe Citie plentifull, the people vnited , and thenobilitic 


in honour, He greatly eſteemed menthat excelled inany Art. He alſofauoured lepr- x,,.,co a to. 
ned men, as: 4 gnolo da c Montepulciano , Chriitofero Lant'ini, and Demetrio Greco, Can ver of lear- 


beare witneſſe. Inſomuch as the Earle Giouapni df Mirandola(a man accounted almoſt *& 
divine) forlaking all other parts of Zurope,which hee hadtrauciled ; moued b the 
gnificence of.Loreyzo,ſerled his habitation in FlerenceiHe mariſellouſlydeligh 

in Muſick, ArchiteFure and Poetry,as many of hisqwne verſes, and Commentaries 
yer extant doteſtifie, Atſo ro the'endthat the Florentine youth might be exerciſed 
 nnlearning, he erected an Vniuerſitie in P;/a, whither he brought the moſt excel- 
lent men of all /zaly, Helikewiſe builded a Monaſtery neare vnto Florence,chicf / for 
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Friar Mar/anodaChinazame, of theorder of S. Auiten,being accounted an excellent 


. Lorenzo vau- 


uct aily Io- 
ucd. 


Lorenzo he 
notcd uf pin 
ces. 


The death of 
Loremzo di 
Mcdici. 


Preacher. He was greatly loued both of God and fortune. All his enterpriſes had 
mu lucceſle, and his enemies miſaduenture: for betidesthe Pazz1, Battiita Freſco- 

;, and Bauldinotroprattizedrto ley him: but enher of them with others guiltic of 
thetrealon, wererewarded withthepaines of their merit. ' his his mannerof life, 
this his witedome and fortune , cauſedthe Princes not onely of /caly,but others fur- 
ther of to know him: and with admiration toeſtceme him. Mathia King of Hungary 
made many teſtimonies of the loue he bare him. The So{dan by his Embaſſadors and 
preſents,did vilit him. The great Turkedeliueredto his hand Barnardo Bandini,that 
murthered his brother. Which things made him highly honoured in /taly. And 
that reputation was daily by his owne wiſedome encreafed. For indiſcourſe, he was 
eloquent, incouncell wiſc, in execution quickeand covragions : neither wasthere 
in hun any vices toblemiſh thoſe verrues, _— he weregreatly delighted with 
louc of women, and rooke pleaſure in icſting and raunting : and would allo plaie at 
childrens games, vnſeemly in ſo greata perſonage. Forſo much he pleaſured inchil- 
dren,that he was often ſcene toplaie with hisſonnes,and litle daughters. But who- 
ſocuer would conlider his lightneſſe with his grauitic , ſouldthinkethere were in 
himrwwo s of diverſe compolition , (as it were) by impoſsible coniunQtion 
coupled. Inthelaſt end of his lite, heliued ful of ſorrow ,cauſed by extreme ſicknes : 
for he was troubled with intollerable paines of the ſtomacke,anddied in Aprill the 
yeare 1 49 2, andtherhree and fortie yeare of his age : neither was there anieman 
that died either in Florence , or elſewhere in /taly, ſo famous for his wiſedome, or ſo 
much lamented of his countrey. Inſo much as the heauens made euident ſignes of 
great miſaduentures that ſhould follow. Amongſt others , the Temple of Santa Re- 
parata,was with ſo much furieftriken by thunder,that the greater part of the ſteeple 
wasthrownedowne, tothe admiration and terrour of all men. All the inhabitants 
of Florence, and all the Princes of 1talylamented his death, and made manifeſt ſhewe 
thereof. For there was not any ofthem, that ſent not Embaſſadors to condole the 
death of Lorenzo, And for triall that they had iuſt cauſe tolament,the effeR follow- 

| ed. For 1taly being deprived of his counſell , had notany manleft 

- <xvr my whoſe wiſedome could or bridlethe ambition of Zo- 
donico Sforza,Gouernour of the yoong Duke of Milan. Where- 
fore, Lorenzo dead, thoſe euill ſeedes beganneto 
grow, which ſhortly after (wanting ſuch a one 
to roctethem out) did ruine, and yer 
doth ruineall 1tah. 
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